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Joshua 1:9 Have not I commanded thee?
Be strong and of a good courage; be not |
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the |
Lord thy God. is with thee whithersoever
thou goest.
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Th;{ﬁzmzly wishes to thank all who have called, prayed,
and shown any acts of kindness to us during this time of
bereavement.
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Obituary

Carlita Murphy Jones, 85, a Buffalo, N.Y. School teacher
for over 30 years and the wife of Buffalo’s first Black
councilman, Leeland N. Jones Jr., died July 4 at the
Germantown, Md. home of her daughter and son-in- law,
Charles and Carlita “Candy” Perkins.

Some 62 years ago, May 5, 1945, Carlita Murphy was married
to Leeland Jones at St. James’ Episcopal Church in Baltimore
by the Rev. Cedric Mills.

They met in 1942 when Leeland was the star quarterback on
the University of Buffalo football team. The team went to
Baltimore to play the Johns Hopkins University. Leeland was
not allowed to stay in a Baltimore downtown hotel because
of his race so journalists brought him to the Morgan Park
home of Carl Murphy, Carlita’s father, who was publisher of
the AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. Leeland went off
to officer’s training school during World War II and their
romance blossomed.

Mrs. Jones graduated with honors from Dunbar Junior High
School ’36 and Douglass High School *38 in Baltimore.

In 1942 she graduated with a degree in journalism from the
University of Wisconsin Madison, a university she attended
on full scholarship with room, board, tuition and books paid
for by the state of Maryland because of her race. Black
students back in the 1930s and 40s where not allowed to
attend the University of Maryland so the state paid for them
-including three of her sisters - to attend universities out- of-
state. She also earned a masters degree in education from
the State University College of Buffalo.

Before moving to Buffalo, Mrs. Jones worked as a copy editor
on the family-owned AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS,
newspapers started by her grandfather John H. Murphy Sr.
back in 1892. In later years, she was a major stockholder and
a co-trustee of her father’s estate.

She was, as a wife, an associate of the féﬂu
University of Buffalo Council (truste
and Central New York, the E eCo
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She also loved the color blue and one of her last parties
was a “Blue Party” held in Buffalo right after she entered
hospice. At that party the tablecloth, napkins, plates and
wine glasses were all blue surrounded by blue flowers sent
by family and friends.

Mrs. Jones is survived by her loving husband Leeland N.
Jones, Jr.; three children: Dr. Leeland AM (Patricia)Jones,
Sr. M.D.; Johnaaron M. Jones, Esq.; and Mrs. Carlita CMJ
(Charles) Perkins, senior executive vice president, Success
Results Consulting, Inc. in Germantown, Md.; one sister,
Frances L. Murphy II of Baltimore; seven grandchildren
and five great grandchildren. Her twin sister, Vashti
Murphy Matthews, one of the nation’s WACS of WWII,
preceded her in death as did her other two sisters, Elizabeth
“Bettye” Phillips Moss and Ida Murphy Smith Peters.

In lieu of flowers, please make contributions in care of Carlita
Murphy Jones Scholarship Fund to The Buffalo Chapter of
The Links, Inc. or The Buffalo Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.
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