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Joshua 1 :9 Have not I commanded thee? 
Be strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed· for the 
Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever 
thou goest. 

Forest Lawn Cemetery 
1411 Delaware Avenue 

Buffalo, NY 14209 

Leeland A. M Jones, Jr. 

Anthony J M Jones, Esq 

Mahari M Jones 

Rodger M Matthews 

Benjamin M. Phillips, IV 

Franklin E Muhammad 

The family wishes to thank all who have called, prayed, 
anashown any acts of kindness to us during this time of 

bereavement. 
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Obituary 
Carlita Murphy Jones, 85, a Buffalo, N.Y. School teacher 
for over 30 years and the wife of Buffalo 's first Black 
councilman, Leeland N. Jones Jr. , died July 4 at the 
Germantown, Md. home of her daughter and son-in- law, 
Charles and Carlita "Candy" Perkins. 

Some 62 years ago, May 5, 1945, Carlita Murphy was married 
to Leeland Jones at St. James ' Episcopal Church in Baltimore 
by the Rev. Cedric Mills. 

They met in 1942 when Leeland was the star quarterback on 
the University of Buffalo football team. The team went to 
Baltimore to play the Johns Hopkins University. Leeland was 
not allowed to stay in a Baltimore downtown hotel because 
of his race so journalists brought him to the Morgan Park 
home of Carl Murphy, Carlita's father, who was publisher of 
the AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. Leeland went off 
to officer's training school dming World War II and their 
romance blossomed. 

Mrs. Jones graduated with honors from Dunbar Junior High 
School ' 36 and Douglass High School '38 in Baltimore. 

In 1942 she graduated with a degree in journalism from the 
University of Wisconsin Madison, a university she attended 
on full scholarship with room, board, tuition and books paid 
for by the state of Maryland because of her race. Black 
students back in the 1930s and 40s where not allowed to 
attend the University of Maryland so the state paid for them 
-including three of her sisters - to attend universities out- of-
state. She also earned a masters degree in education from 
the State University College of Buffalo. 

Before moving to Buffalo, Mrs. Jones worked as a copy editor 
on the family-owned AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS, 
newspapers started by her grandfather John H. Murphy Sr. 
back in 1892. In later years , she was a major stockholder and 
a co-trustee of her father's estate. 

er feature stories about herparents and their va,ious sayings 

are precious gems which appeared in this newspape1c frolll; 

r. Barbara Seals Nevergold in her book, "Uncrowned 

Queens: African American Cornmuaity Builders of Western, 

!N.Y.", describes Mrs. Jones as an immortal queen "who led 

subtly, quietly and discreetly." 

J oe book states, "For more than 30 years, Mrs. Jones took 

extra delight in teaching children in the Buffalo Public Schools 

the importance and techniques of reading, writing and using 

the English language correctly." 

It said, "To this day, she has her own written, unpublished 

thesaurus, to which she regularly makes additions. She 

continues to proof~ read the writings of her spouse, her children; 

and friends who unashamedly seek her assistance." 

Mrs. Jones was a life member of the NAACP; since 1941, a 

diamond life member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. (this 

is the sorority of which her mother Vashti Turley Murphy: 

was one of the 22 co-founders); since 1967, a member of 

The Links, Inc. ; and a former member of Jack and Jill of 

America, Inc. 

She was, as a wife, an associate of the following organizations:' 

University of Buffalo Council (trustees), AAA of Western 

and Central New York, the Erie County Board of Supervisors,! 

the Buffalo Common Council and AME Pastor's Wives. (Her 

husband, the Rev. Leeland N. Jones, Jr., is the associate pastor 

of Bethel AME Church in Buffalo). 

Mrs. Jones was a competitive bridge and pinochle player. 

She took great delight in winning and when she did her beautiful 

laughter coQld b~ .. heard arQun<l the room, 



.. 

She also loved the color blue and one of her last parties 

was a "Blue Party" held in Buffalo right after she entered 

hospice. At that party the tablecloth, napkins, plates and 

wine glasses were all blue surrounded by blue flowers sent 

by family and friends. 

Mrs. Jones is survived by her loving husband Leeland N. 

Jones, Jr.; three children: Dr. Leeland AM (Patricia)Jones, 

Sr. M.D.; Johnaaron M. Jones, Esq.; and Mrs. Carlita CMJ 

(Charles) Perkins, senior executive vice president, Success 

Results Consulting, Inc. in Germantown, Md.; one sister, 

Frances L. Murphy II of Baltimore; seven grandchildren 

and five great grandchildren. Her twin sister, Vashti 

Murphy Matthews, one of the nation's WACS of WWII, 

preceded her in death as did her other two sisters, Elizabeth 

"Bettye" Phillips Moss and Ida Murphy Smith Peters. 

In lieu of flowers, please make contributions in care of Carlita 
Murphy Jones Scholarship Fund to The Buffalo Chapter of 
The Links, Inc. or The Buffalo Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. 
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