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BIOGRAPHY

Edmonia Johnson Simmons chose a music career at an early
age. During her high school days in her home town, Anderson, South
Carolina, she served as church organist, and pianist for the social
affairs in the area.

Upon graduation from Hampton Institute (University) with a Bacheior
of Science in Music, her experience as a public school music teacher
began immediately at Sterling High School, Greenville, South Caro-
lina. Four years later she accepted a similar position at Howard High
School, Chattanooga, Tennessee. Further study was pursued at the
University of Michigan, and then at Northwestern University,
Evanston, Illinois where she earned the Master of Music Education
degree. She attended many music workshops and taught in several
summer music sessions in addition to serving as minister of music and
choir director at various local churches and private piano teaching.
These activities spanned a period of more than fifty years.

The piano, Edmonia's favorite instrument, has always held a special
fascination and challenge. Today's recital is a special dedication
giving honor to GOD who made it possible, and in appreciation to
YOU my many music patrons, loyal and encouraging students, and
supporters through the years.

Since retirement as a teacher in the Chattanooga School System, she is
still engaged in some music activities including, organist at her church,
pianist for weddings, and piano teacher.

Her latest presentation was as guest pianist with the Royal Serenaders
Male Chorus of Buffalo, NY, organized and directed by Roy A.
Mathis, a graduate of Howard High School, Chattanooga, TN. This
was held in celebration of their 46th annual concert on Sunday,
October 25, 1992, at the Lincoln Memorial United Methodist Church,
Buffalo, NY.

PROGRAM

I
Jesu, Joy Of Man's DESITINg ............ceuveeeeereeerecrreresennees J.S. Bach/Hess
Sonata Pathetique ........cccccueeiienieivennenaenesineesraennens L. von Beethoven
Grave
Allegro
Adagio Cantabile
Rondo
Schirrzo, B Fla DMN0E o cousisimmsimamminsimmmssmasicmgg F. Chopin
L Cavalier FantastiQUe .........cccecceeenrereninesenruesraeseesseessessaenes B. Godard
INTERMISSION /
I
Troubled WaterS ......ccceveenierninnenneenieennreesessieseeens Arr. EJ. Simmons
A medley of Negro Spirituals
Deep River Wade in the water
Wide River Nobody knows
I'm so glad trouble don't last always
My TIIDULE ...covreereniiiiiniinieniestenenese e seeaesenesaessesaens Andre Crouch
Juba from "In the Bottom" SUite ................ccooevueeeerueeunnnn.. R.N. Dett
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Thanks to Professor Roland M. Carter, head of UTC music depart-
ment and staff for use of Cadek Hall . . . Associate Professor Earl
Miller, piano instructor, for his encouragement and patience as my
coach, and to the many helpers who made this dream a reality.
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