
BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM 

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

FOR OFF6Ei~~~b 
UNIQUE SITE NO. 4~-z_ 

01 L 
NEW YORK STA TE PARKS A D RECREATION 
ALBANY, EW YORK (SI 8) 474-0479 

QUAD _________ _ 
SERIES _________ _ 
NEG. NO. 

YOUR NAME~UFFALO FRIENDS OF OLMSTED PARKS 
P. 0 . BOX 590 

DATE: February 3, 19 84 

YOUR ADDREssBUfFALO. NEW YORK 14205- 0590 TELEPHONE: _______ _ 

ORGANIZATION (if any): ____________________ _ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * • • * * * * * • * 
IDENTIFICATION 
I. BUILDING NAME(S) : _____________________ _ 
2. COUNTY: Erie TOWN/CITY· Buffalo VILLAGE: ____ _ 
3. STREET LOCATION : 400 Crescent / ve 
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public O b. private 
5. PRESENT OWNER: Stanley Vodraska ADDRESS. 400 Cres~ent 
6. USE: Original : Residential Present : Residential 
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road : Yes 0 No 0 

DESCRIPTION 
8. BUILDING 

MATl:RIAL: 

9. STRUCTURAL 
SYSTL:M : 

(if knt:wn) 

10. CONDITION : 
11 . INTEGRITY: 

Interior accessible: Explain by permission 

a. clapboard 0 
e. cobblestone 0 

b. stone 0 
f. shingles Ga 

c. brick 0 
g. stucco 0 

a. wood frame with interlocking joints 0 
b. wood frame with light members Ga 
c. masonry load bearing walls 0 

d. board and batten 0 
other: ------

d. metal (explain)-------------------
e. other _____ ________________ _ 

a. excellent D b. good 5a c. fair O d. deteriorated 0 
a. onginal site lxl b. moved O if so.when? ----------c. list major alterations and dates (if known): 

12. PHOTO: l - 15a 
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known []l 
d. developers 0 

b. zoning O c. roads D 
e. deterioration D 

I. other· ______ _____________ _ 

I 5. Rl:.LATl::.l) OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: 1v1 
a. barn D b. carriage house D c. garage ru 
d. privy D e. shed D f. greenhouse D 
g. ~hop D h. gardens D 
1. IJndscape fea tures: trees and shrubs j n front and north 
j. other:----------- ----:--------

16. SURROUNDINGS OF Tl-1 1::. BUILDING (check more than one if necessary): 
a. open land O b. woodland D 

yards 

c. scattered buildings D 
d densely bu11l-up Ga e. commercial D 
f. industrial O g. residential GJ 
h. other: ___________________ _ 

17. INTI-- RRl::.LATIONSHIP Of BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: 
(lnd1cate 1f building or structure is in an historic dis trict) 

Building is situated on a standard sized corner lot wtthin 
Olmsted's Parkside subdivision . House is located three blocks 
from Delaware Park, which was designed by Olmsted and is listed 
on the Natio nal Reg ister, and east of the Zoo. 
18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known): 
Two and a half story Craftsman style. Hip roof with exposed rafter 
tails under projecting eave and curvilinear k nee braces. Trel l ised 
entrance porch with square supports. Wood paneled door with 10 
light sidelights. Boxed bay on first floor has a pair 6/ 1 windows , 
single 10/ 1 light window on first floor . Second f loor center 
SIGNIFICANCE 8/ 1 window flanke d by 10/ 1 windows . Hip roof dormers 
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 19 09 with exposed rafter tails 

and curvilinear knee braces 
ARCHITECT· under eave . Pai r 6/ J windows . 

Full-width hip roof porch on north side . Paired tape r e d 
BUILDER: square supports with co lumn elaboration Stick 

balustrade . Two doubl e sash , lighted, porch doors . 
20. IIISTORIC'AL AND ARC'HITEC'TU RAL IMPORTANCE: This Craftsman style 
r esidence is enhanced by the curvilinear kne e brackets . Crescent 
Avenue is the longest curvilinear street in the Parkside subdivision, 
stre tching from Humboldt Ave nue to Colvin Street. This stre et 
appears on Olmsted ' s early 1870 ' s maps of "The Parkside . " By the 
1880 ' s plans for Crescent Avenue had been modified by Olmsted to 
its current form . Portions of the street were deeded to the city 
b y five diffe r ent owne rs over a span of five years, beg inning in 
1887 near Humboldt and ending in 1892 near Colvin . Crescent 
Avenue begins and ends within the Park side subdivision, following 
Olmsted's rul e that a suburban neighborhood street "not lead with 
special dire ctness toward the town. " 
21. SOURCES: City Building Permit Records 

County Ce nsus Records, 1915 
Olmste d ' s Sketch Map of Buffalo , 1876 
The Papers of Frederick Law Olmste d , Vol . III , by 

n. THE ME: Charles E. Beve ridge & Da vid Schuyle r, e ds . (1983). 

Cra ftsman 




