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|BETHEL CHURCH
PLANS TO PAY OFF
MORTGAGE IN YEAR

A target date in November
1961 for ‘the clearing of all in-|
/| debtedness on the Bethel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal ChurchE
was announced today by the pas-
tor, Dr, Harry J. White, after
a successful Fall Mortgage

Dr. White said a total of $10,-
1101.66 was raised in the special
b ca}'npaign. Of that amount, he
said, $3500 was turned over to
the Preshytery of Western New ¥
York, thus reducing the mort-
page to 57000. }
The church building at 1525
Michigan Ave., formerly the
Covenant Presbyterian Church,
was purchased under a mort-
gnge loan fram tha Pregshyiery. |
Dr. Whitc said the balance of |
'|tha monoy raiced in the special |
campaign will be used for be-!
nevolences and regular church
'|capensces,
‘| If the November 1961 target
date can be met successfully,
‘| Dr. White said, the mortgages
/|to both the church and the par-
sonage will be burned in a spe-
t!cial ceremony in June 1962.
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Serve Church
N ‘A new library room to serve
Bethel African Met}wdlst Epis-
copal Church and the community
was dedicated yesterday in the
] (Aahyt:mh building at 1525 Michigan

t‘h'rhe library was named after
: a,R_ev. Harry J. White, pastor
© of the church. The Rev. Mr

Others who participated were

it 1956

Library Room
Dedicated To |

‘the ‘Rev. Harlan M ¢

At et " o F %
:;-uéiva secretary of thengtt)’unec,l‘l
& mftgx?nfg g]fmgutffalo and Erie
neighboring churches, oo

The library will be openy

are Mrs. Jean Kidd, Mrs, Ellen J.
Washington.
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Church That Hid |

CSlaves Observes |
Its 125th Year

'NEGRO. chutch which once|

served as an underground-
railroad station for slaves fleeing

from the South to Canada will

celebrate its 125th anniversary to-

morrow.

Historic Bethel African Meth-

odist Episcopal Church at 1525

Michigan Ave. is the oldest Negro|
congregation in Buffalo. Its orig-| .
inal meeting place was on Wash- !

ington St.
Anniversary services will be

held in the present church at |’

1525 Michigan Ave. which the
congregation purchased in 1953.
The property formerly was owned
by Convenant Presbyterian
Church.

Dr. Harry J. White, pastor, will |
preach at 10:30 o’clock on “Christ, |
{he Chief Cornerstone.” Church |
organizations will sponsor a tea |

from 4 to 6:30 o’clock. A musica

program , will be given at 7:30 [

o'clock by the Evening Choir.

Mrs. Alberta Nelson will direct}
the group and speak. Lay people |

participating in morning and eve-

ning services have been members |’
of the church for 25 years or

more.

A small frame building at
Washington and Carroll Sts. was
the first meeting place of the con-
gregation. In 1845 the congrega-
tion moved to a brick edifice at
17 Vine St.

Both buildings were used as
underground-railroad stations be-
fore and during the Civil War.
Negroes coming , North were
Hrought in from Rochester and
hidden in the church cellar. After
dark small groups were taken
down to the foot of Ferry St.
where sympathizers rowed them
to the Canadian shore.

Bethel members worshipped in
the Vine St. church until 1928
when the building was razed for
the William: St. extension. Before
moving to its present site, ‘the
congregation met at 551 Eagle St.

Bethel Church was organized
April 29, 1831, the year before
Buffalo was incorporated as a vil-
jage. The AME  denomination,
which today has a' membership of
about 1,200,000, was started in
Philadelphia in 1816 by 2 former
Negro slave, Richard Allen.

Since Dr. White became pastor

four years ago, Bethel has re-|

ceived 500 members and raised

185,000 for' all purposes. There |
§re~1200' members. A $125,000
- mortgage on the new properfeg

has been reduced to $45,000.
~ “Under Dr. White's leadership
five new organizations have been.
started — Young  Matronis, L0,
Evening Choir, C ’s Choir,
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