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Nurse Practice ‘. T -
' Revision Backed

¢, Editor: On May 18 you ran an articleon - = -
“/ the proposed change in the Nurse Practice
; Act to cover nirse practitioners. The cur-
+ rent proposal (A-11922) is the result of
{ statewide hearings on the act, and a col-
i -legium consisting of representatives of in- . o
+ terested groups — New York State Medical . S :
Society, State Nurses Association, Coali- - < : R v
tion of Organized Nurse Practitioner As- ¥ SRR ' : b
, Sociations, pharmacists, etc. ‘ - - : ’
~ Assemblymen Siege! and Tallop worked
very diligently to write a bill which would :
protect the consumer, ensure proper pre-
paration for the role, and yet not unduly ‘
restrict nurse practitioners. This pro- . R o . -
: * posed bill does exactly that. e Lo : Nt
PYCI It is ironic that our opposition comes ‘ '
’ . { - from a group which should be supporting , _ , y v : . ..
{ and representing its members — the State - - : : Co o : :
Nurses Association. Leadership of thisor- | ‘ ) B i Co '
ganization is misinforming both its mem- : R R
bers and the public by stating that the T B
current Nurse Practice Act covers nurse - S , _ S
. . practitioners, when in fact the State Edu- oo A
—— . : * cation Department has the legal opinion ‘ ' o
T e : - that it does not. Counsel Stone’s opinion
‘ ’ _ o - - on this topic is very important since he is . S A
- counsel for the very agency which ap- B, T o
~ proves programs that prepare nurse prac- PR R R IR RO
! titioners. : R T O AR A R
The Education Department and State L Y ’
Board for Nursing are regulatory agencies
I ¢ for nursing; and since the_state nurse
QL e oo : ' A practitioners are not covered by the cur-
O T x o rent Nurse Practice Act, it is imperative ;
. S . * that this situation be remedied. , S e
. : . : . Many of your readers have received : . SRR
= . care from nurse practitioners. I irge them CotE
s » to contact their legislators and express : o ,
R their support. Without these well-pre- e s
R ¢ pared health care practitioners, many : : :
S « ple would have no accessibility to hesalth : _
; care — those in rural settings and inner ° -
. city areas which have few physicians, eld- C '
erly homebound patients, etc.
The utilization of nurse practitioners in
these areas enables physicians to concen- i
;. trate on the more complex cases for which
‘they were prepared. _ §
. Joan Kostusiak
- . President
Kenmore
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127 Shirley Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14215
June 23, 1982

Editor

Courier Express
795 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14240

Dear Editor:

I would like to respond to the June 7th article in your paper
regarding the current nurse practitioner controversy. The writer
of the article stated that Assemblyman Siegel had written a bill which
did not unduly restrict nurse practitioners. The article further
stated that the opposition to the bill comes from a group which
should be supporting nurse practitioners, the New York State Murses
Association. The Associaticn was charged with misinforming the
public and its members by adhering to the position that the current
Nurse Practice Act covers nurse practitioners.

First,and foremost, the New York State Nurses Association which
represents 28,000 professional nurses in the State has a legal
responsibility as a corporate entity, to promote the educational
and professicnal advancement of all nurses. The association is
mindful of,and very concerned about the confusion and doubt which
has been casted over the right of nurses including nurse practitioners
to provide primary health care services. Those primary health care
services have always been an essential component of nursing practice.
The writer is reminded of the fact that the current definition of
nursing practice does state that a nurse may diagnose and treat
human responses to actual or potential health problems.

The New York State Nurses Association opposes the Siegel-Tallon
Bill because it places the nurse practitioner under physician control
through written agreements and it singles out in law ome nursing
specialty as distinct from all other nurses. This billdlso introduces
an additional level of supervisory control through a prescription
advisory committees

Eowever, the association does support the Governor's Bill,
A 7721/S6361 as an appropriate resolution of the conflict. The
Governor's bill reaffirms the right of professional nurses to provide
primary health care services, and thus, would facilitate public access
to quality health services.

The American Nurses Association, several state nurses associatiom,
the Council of Deans of Nursing Senior Colleges, and Universities in
New York State, and individual nurse practitioners, all support the
association position. The association deeply regrets the chism within
its membership regarding the issue, however, it must continue the struggle
to professionalize the occupation of nursing by responding to any '
inappropriate and short sighted legislation.

Juanita K. Bunter,

Member Board of Directors
New York State Nurses Association

Buffalo
(716) 836-8782

Ji/sk
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THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK

Juanita K, Hunter, RN

ALBANY g August 9, 1982
WILLIAM 8. HOYT ‘
Assemblyman 144th District CHAIRMAN
Assembly Office of .
Please reply to: N . . N
O Room 741 Legisiative Office Building Sielreders Reions { I am a co-sponsor of the bill and am strt.:agly supportive of the measure.
Nb.?;;:e:s;zs:a‘a s‘j{:@i’*”"” g T view the lack of Assembly action on the bill this session as a temporary delay,
mmittee . .
o Gﬂ-ﬂmmmmluuoma Water Resources and Management not a defeat, for progressive legislation for nurse practitioners.
ice Building
125 Main Street COMMITTEES s i
Buflaio. New vork 14203 evilin . I appreciate receiving information on both sides of an issue. Thank you
e Corporations, Autharities & Commissions : for sharing your views. If I may be of assistance to you in the future, please
Enviry tal Ci ti :
August 9, 1982 " onmi:'o:san:mmw" contact my office.

Ways and Means
Sincerely,

Nt i
WILLIAM B. HOYT
MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY

Juanita K. Hunter, RN
127 Shirley Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14215

Dear Ms. Hunter:

During the legislative session, you wrote to me regarding Assembly bill
11922, I am writing to let you know of the status of the legislation at the end
of the 1982 Regular Session.

WBH/13j

As you are aware, the bill would provide additional legal authority for - { %}ﬁ (
nurses — who have completed approved special training and who have executed a : b ‘

written agreement with a physician - to diagnose, treat and, with restriction,
prescribe. In effect, the bill would serve to clarify the legal status of the
nurse practitioner,

Proponents of the legislation, including the Coalition of Organized Nurse
Practitioners of New York State, contend that this legislation would facilitate
the work of nurse practitioners and benefit health care consumers.

The experiences in thirty-seven other states where such legislation has
been enacted demonstrate its value to the public. Nurse practitioners are able
to free doctors to concentrate on the most difficult and serious cases. Thus,
nurses can provide the public with more basic medical care at a reduced cost.

During the recently adjourned session, a great deal of controversy
surrounded this issue. The two major groups in direct opposition to the bill
were the Medical Society of the State of New York and the New York State Nurses
Agsociation (NYSNA). Neither group was willing to compromise its view, On the v 3
one hand NYSNA found the legislation too restrictive; the Medical Society viewed ERES:
it as not restrictive enough. These two forces, both effective in their lobby- R o ’ ‘ ST .
ing efforts, succeeded in delaying action on the bill this year. - 3 N ‘ ‘ o .

3
X
A

Assemblyman Mark Siegel, the sponsor of A,11922, has informed me that he .
intends to continue to negotiate with all parties in hopes of achieving a more -
widespread concensus. If re-elected, he intends to reintroduce the bill early
in the 1982-83 Legislative Session.

ey pas
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THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK
ALBANY

CHAIRMAN

WILLIAM B. HOYT
Assembly Office of

Assemblyman 144th Di: t ¢
e State/Federal Relations
PLEASE REPLY TO:
0O Room 741, Legistative Office Bidg. CH(;\IRM{\:‘J
Albany. N.Y. 12248 Sug;m:r::\;t szes
518) 455-5991
o1 Economic Development
O General Donovan State Office Bldg. g
COMMITTEES
125 Ma treet
Buffalo. r:lnvs :?203 Children and Families
(716)547-3100 Corporations, Authorities & Commissions

Environmental Conservation
Ways and Means

August 18, 1983

Ms. Juanita Hunter
127 shirley Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14215

Dear Juanita: .

Thani you for your letter regarding Assembly Bill 7063 which wculd allow treined
nuarses to diagnose illpesses and handicaps and to prescribe aprropriate medication
and/or treatment. '

I spent a great deal of time considering the ramifications of thir propa posal. oeRSTLOE
the efferts of its supporters, A. 7063 was sent o the Assembly’s Ways «nd ¥eans
where it remained For tne entire session.

o
s of ¢

I added my support to this bill because it further clarifies the capabilitia
nurse who has received specialized training. Many charge that this provosal wouid rr-str‘i..":_
thoce nurses wha have not received such instructions. Although this is true, the wmtent
of this legislation is the provisien cf further definition for the nursing pxofess'o,,.
Evidence suggests that we are wasting a valuzble resource. Those trained in diagnosis ani
prescription should be allowed to function in this capac::.ty.

As far as continved collaboration between doctors and nurses is concerned, I &o not
halieve ¢hat thie legislation prevents true professionals from seeking the advice of their
peers and supenorf' in order to provide the best service possible.

- I appreciate ycrr interest in this controversial issuve and welcome your v lews Iz

I can be of any assistance in other matters, please dc not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

WILlIaM B. YT
MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY
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T A8 ‘you knw I have premnsly been auage tham you 20 nm: shue
RYSNA s viewa and: positiqns with rupeet co“‘ld_giahtion tbat 'culd afﬂru

1, the - {
rvif;h t:he views and position: of in&iv:tduals vhuu hwlmt an& inttrut i.n
‘hh mtter are similar t:o your owm. -
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Agats, T hops you will find $& pemeible to sttead ewr Couventien,
Sincerely yours,

i Susan J. Praley, MS, 8N
; President

8IF;wud oo e
\ ec: Cecilia F. Malvey
Yunice Cole
* Mareis Orgolits .
Alice Chico
Jarat Stallmayer

bee: Juanita K. Hunter/

- ? Janet P. Mance B B /';v""

Nelje s msns

L

i

"m.
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN
School of Nursing

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES

School of Dentistry

Schoot of Health Related Professions
Schont of Medicine

Sehool of Nursing

School of Pharmacy

i

44,

Affiliated Hospitals:

Buffalo Children’s

Buffalo General

Erie County Medical Center

Veterans Administration Medical Center

September 21, 1982

RS A

Ms, Susan Fraley, President

New York State Nurscs Association Associated Hospitals
2113 Western Avenue Mitlard Filitore

Guilderland, New York 12084 '

Dear Susan:

Writing this check was very painful to me. I feel it is anmn
irrational act for me to spend $180 to help finance the coming vear's
fight against nurse practitioners. The nurse practitioner movement
is veryv precious to me. I helped develop the specialty. I set up
some of the early programs. I develcped the curriculums. I do
research in primary care and write textbooks in the field. I practice
four hours a week in an H.M.0. I am Dean of a school that has three
major federal grants to prepare nurse practitioners and in spite of
all the rhetoric, the current nurse practice act does not cover the
practice of our graduates.

According to the newsletter that just arrived NYSNA's major
legisilative accomplishment last vear was to stop the nurse practi-
tioner legislation. I would assume that will be its major accom-
plishment next year also since most of NYSNA's political activists
will have little time to do any positive lobbying when thev have to
spend all of their time in Albany telling Assemblymen and State
Senators how much they hate these people with "four months training
wvho think they are something special.™

So I ask myself "Why should I write this check?" I have the
feeling that writing this check is about as reasonable as shooting
myvself in the foot. Yet I do not want nursing to be further fragmented.
Moreover, if 1 do not pay dues to ilYSNA I cannot be a member of the
American Nurses' Association. I would lose my membership in the American
Academy of Nursing and would not be eligible for the Board position 1
hold on the Council of Primary Care Nurse Practitioners. The check is
enclosed.

However, I am not alone in inflicting damage on myself. NYSNA is
also trying to hamm itself in relationship to its nurse practitioner
constituents. The actions of NYSNA in fightir;; the much needed nurse
practitioner legislaticn is forcing the nurse ..ractitioners to practice

at a much reduced scope of function and to orgunize outside of NYSNA to
try to achieve the law changes that are needed. I realize that some of
your boar. sembers would not be unhappy to sev nurse practitioners move
on out of the state association. They would quietly watch them take the
path taken by critical care nurses, operating room nurses, nurse midwives,
and nurse anesthetists who have organized separately. This is, however, a

1010 STOCKTON KIMBALL TOWFER BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14214 TEL. (716)831-2533



grievous error for the profession. Forcing this group out further
fragments nursing in the political arema. Thus I am not alone; NYSNA .

is also shooting at its own foot.

BB:mjb

c.c. President Elect Cheryl Mulvaney, NYSNA

President Eunice Cole, ANA

s President Marcia Orsolits, District I

Chairman Alice Chico, Primary Care

Interest Group, NYSNA :
President Janet Stallmeyer, C.P.H.C.N.P.

Sincerely,
d?ut@&f/gilfVOé;ﬁ7/;

Bdnnie Bullough, R.N.C., Ph.D., CPNP
Dean

127 Shirley Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14215
June 15, 1982

Brian McBride, PhD, Executive Director o
Health Systems Agency 0f Western New York
Suite 405/Ellicott Square Building
Buffalo, New York 14203 :

Dear Dr. McBride:

I have reviewed the AIP and am disturbed by the comment. -~
regarding the nurse practitioner and the subsequent short range objective
AMB 1=1-1, The introductory remarka state that physician productivity
can be increased by delegating certain tasks to a nurse practitioner.
This statement ignores the fact that profeassional nurses have the right
to define and regulate their practice. Primary health care services
are now provided by many nurses and those services which requirs addi-
tional preparation and education by the nurse are usually determined
collaboratively by physician and nurse. It is not simply a matter of
physician delegation.

There is no documentation of data in the AIP for the statement
that the expanded use of nurse practitioners is hindered by ambiguity
regarding their legal scope and practice., TYour statement that ambiguity
exists, perhaps was based upon an insufficient data base about the
current situation. At the very least, the words were i1l chosen.

The current legal definition of nursing practice states that a
nurge may diagnose and treat human responses to actual or potemtial
health problems. The position of the New York State Nuraes Association,
which represents 28,000 professional nurses, is that the current nurse
practice act clearly empowers the nurse practitioner to provide ambula-
tory services. Confusion and doubt regarding nurse practitioners have
been created by the narrow interpretation of the current law by the
State Education Department.

. You have by now received additional materials from Dr. Cathryne
Welch, Exeoutive Directory of the New York State Nurses Association,
which clearly enuciates the association's position. Based upon that
documentation, I believe that the short range objective, AMB 1-1=1

L T T i
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