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B UFFALO BELLES

Address Correspondence
To
BufTalo Belles
P.O. Box 1701
Amherst, N.Y. 14226-1701

JEAN H.
PATTI J.
KATHY LORRAINE

AT AT

able to get outside and enjoy our meeting place's

Dear Sisters, lovely gardens and grounds.

A nice turnout was had for the June Our meeting topic was about discussing
meeting. Our streak of rainy, cool weather various items. I'll try to give the best report I
continued, unfortunately. Hopefully that one can about this, but I didn't arrive in time for
will lbe broken by the older running streak the discussion session. I am relying upon what
of gorgeous weather for the picnic in others have told me in giving this report.
August. Then again, who will complain if it
ends next meeting! Sure would be nice to be The BIG topic was whether to "break" up the

Relles. The answer given, was a vote acclimatlion

ﬁﬁf%i Ti_g NOT too. Nobody spoke in favor of the idea. A
&6_4 o question was asked. "What exactly are the needs
B of the TS that require such special support?"
| Certainly there are special concerns; such as
e I T———— AN hormones, electrolysis, legal, surgical, etc
P JANTCE G. ALICIA & { However, when a sister has reached this point
BraTTI J. DOROTHY _ in her life, she already has her support in
HHOLLY 1I. CRYSTAL & TONYA place. She has been in this for awhile now. She
CMKATHY L. SHARON F. has experienced all the feelings and had the
% MICHELLE G. CAROL S . - prob}ems that any CcD facgs. Most were/are
Hiov <. FRAN married, have Children. Jobs. Mortgages, etc.
i ?g;%%ié :' g?ﬁ?%E Then it was asked: "What are the gpecial
i i P ' : R : needs of the CD that requires such special
P SUSAN B. ' support?®"™ Why of course, Wifie, Kids, Job, etc.
i f%ﬁ\ Sound familiar?
1
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It is certainly nice to see that we
haven't developed any "Us" vs. "Them"
divisions in our
little sorority. As
long as we can all
respect and CARE for
each other, regardless
of what degree one has
chosen as their level;
we shall succeed.
Whether your need is

just a place to go
once a month and dress up, or has become

something much deeper that becomes a full
time existence.

Because this question was raised for
the need for a separate group, it may
indicate that we have NOT always provided
the support that a sister needed. Perhaps if
we all try harder to really talk to each
other, some of these needs will be met. The
idea of having more discussion meetings is
certainly valid and should be implemented.
What seems to be lacking is someone willing

to be the moderator for such a group. Who is
willing??

ELECTIONS COMING: Jean and

myself (Kathy) have simultaneously and
unrelated both decided it is time to step
aside.

The timing is just perfect as it will
coincide with our fifth anniversary, coming
in September. Five years, five leaders.
Joan, Denise, Janice, Kathy, Jean. And like
the first three, we'll both also be with you
helping out in any way we can.

Patti certainly belongs in the same
list as one of the originals, but has taken
a more formal role in the last year and will

be willing to stay on a
the new two. (Hopefully!)
We have never had a formal structure of
rules or regulations. Whatever seemed to work, we
did. And it has worked just fine! At least I think
SO0. Jane Ellen probably disagrees. Can't please

everyone, but you can love all.

Whoever did whatever was someone 1like you.
They reached a point where they wanted to do more.
Simply put, they cared! There are a few of you
reading this who feel the same. That's all it
takes. Heart. The one feminine trait that there
can never be a panty check for. But the one we CAN
reach, if nothing else.

It is up to YOU to decide. There are no
rules. Nominate yourself, nominate another sister.
Or at least volunteer
to help out in some
way. You have the next
two months to think
about it. If you can't
make the meetings, call
or write. :
We'll have a ballot in
the Sept. newsletter to
mail or bring to the
meeting. If any of you
wish to make your interest known, any submission
to the newsletter by Aug. 10 will be included in

provide the continuity for

Sept. newsletter. OK, any other rules needed??
JULY MEETING: Only one vote was
received (sorry Jamie!!) for switching to our

regular meeting date for the holiday weekend.
Therefore we will keep with our usual unusual
meeting date of the 2nd Saturday, the TWELFTH. For
those confused, THE NEXT MEETING IS JULY 12. ok?

RIVERSTIDE WEEKEND: Diane didn't make

it as hoped. She was to explain what might be
needed from us. She did tell me in a phone call a
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AS BIG AS TEXAS
BY
PAULA ISON

IN 1994 A PRE-OP TOLD ME SHE WAS GOING TO DALLAS, TEXAS FOR
HER ELECTROLOGY TREATMENTS AT A PLACE CALLED "ELECTROLOGY
2000" SO I ASKED HER WHY SHE WOULD GO THRU THE TIME AND
EXPENSE OF FLYING TO TEXAS WHEN SHE COULD GET IT DONE
LOCALLY.

SHE EXPLAINED THAT INSTEAD OF THE TRADITIONAL WEEKLY HOUR OF
PAIN, THE DALLAS CLINIC HAS A DENTIST WHO INJECTS NOVOCATN
WHICH ELIMINATES ALL OF THE PAIN, ALLOWING TWO ELECTROLOGISTS
TO WORK ON YOU AT THE SAME TIME, EIGHT HOURS A DAY FOR THREE
OR FOUR DAYS IN A ROW. SO SHE GOT FIFTY HOURS OF TREATMENT
IN THE SAME WEEK. SHE ALSO SAID THAT THIS METHOD ELIMINATED
ANY CHANCE OF BURNING OR SCARRING OF THE SKIN. SHE SAID AN
"AVERAGE" BEARD REQUIRED 100 HOURS OF TREATMENT.

HER RESPONSE MADE SENSE BUT OE7VZIUSLY TEET CCST WaAS A MAJOR
CONSIDERATION. SO I MADE A MENTAL NOTE THAT IF I EVER FOUND

A FEW THOUSAND BUCKS IN MY CHRISTMAS PANTYHOSE I WOULD GIVE
THE MATTER SOME MORE THOUGHT.

A3 MY MALZ SELF I DON'T GET A FIVE C'CLOCK SHADOW LIKE SOME
GUYS BUT I STILL HAVE TO SHAVE EVERY MORNING FOR WORK. WHEN I
WANT TO SPEND A FULL DAY AS PAULA I MUST SHAVE IN THE MORNING
AND THEN AGAIN IN THE LATE AFTERNOON SO I DON'T TURN INTO A
PUMPKIN BEFORE MIDNIGHT. AS T WENT OUT EN FEMME MORE AND
MORE, IT GOT TO BE REALLY ANNOYING SHAVING TWICE A DAY JusT
TO STAY OUT FOR ANY SIGNIFICANT TIME. SO EVERYTIME I APPLIED
MY DERMA-BLEND BEARD COVER T THOUGHT HOW NICE IT WOULD BE TO
RID MYSELF OF THIS PROBLEM FOREVER. -

DESPITE STILL NOT HAVING THE MONEY, MY SPOUSE AND I DECIDED
THAT I SHOULD GO AHEAD WITH IT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ON THE
THEORY THAT THE SOONER T HAVE IT DONE, THE SOONER I CAN ENJOY
THE BENEFITS. SO LAST NOVEMBER I CALLED ELECTROLGY 2000, HAD
THEM SEND ME cSOME LITERATURE, CHECKED THEIR REFERENCES AND

MADE AN AFPCINTMENT FOR MY FIRST TREATMENT Emwwm WAS TO BE
FOR APRIL 23-26.

A NON-REFUNDABLE $800 DEPOSIT WAS NEEDED WHICH I MADE OVER
THE PHONE WITH 2 CREDIT CARD. THE HOURLY RATE WAS $88 PER

TECHNICIAN WHICH INCLUDED THE SERVICES OF THE DENTIST-OWNER,
A PRE-OP NAMED BREN PIRONIO.
BY MAKING PLANE RESERVATIONS IN DECEMBER, THE
ROUND-TRIP WAS ONLY $224. ON THE CL
STAYED AT A MOTEL ¢ WHICH NEAR
SHUTTLE WAS $12 EACH WAY.

DELTA
INICS RECOMMENDATION I
THE CLINIC. THE AIRPORT

WHEN I GOT 7TO DALLAS ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS I NOTICED WAS
THAT THINGS ARE REEEALLY BIG IN TEXAS. THE AIRPORT IS TEN
TIMES THE SIZE OF CINCINNATI'S AND THE MOTEL ROOM WAS
GIGANTIC FOR A MOTEL 6.

ON WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 23RD, BREN MET ME AT THE MOTEL
AND TOOK ME TO THE CLINIC. I FILLED OUT A FEW FORMS AND MET
THE TECHNICIANS, CARRI AND ROXANE, WHO WOULD WORK ON ME EVERY
DAY. THEY WERE REALLY NICE GIRLS, AS WERE THE OTHER
TECHNICIANS, DANA AND CHRISTIE.

. . . N

AIR FAIR.

BREN DECLARED MY THREE DAY GROWTH TO BE AN AVERAG ARD AND
SHE EXPLAINED THAT THEY WOULD DO MY UPPER LIP FIR®¥ sincE IT
SWELLS UP THE MOST AND NEEDS THE MOST TIME TO RECEDE. SHE
THEN INJECTED NOVCCAIN ON EACH SIDE OF MY UPPER LIP AND THE
CARRI AND ROXANE STARTED THE ELECTROLYSIS.

SINCE NOVOCAIN ELIMINATED ALL THE PAIN, THE TECHNICIANS WERE
ABLE TO INJECT STRONGER THAN NORMAL ELECTRICAIL CURRENT TO
KILL FOREVER THE ROOTS OF ALL VISABLE HAIR ON THE

IHE FPIRST TRY,
WITHOUT BURNING THE SKIN. THE ONLY THING THEY CAN'T DO IS

YET BROXEN THRU THE SURFACE

KiiL ROOTS OF HAIR THEAT HEAS NOT
OF THE SKIN.

WITHOUT NOVOCAIN THE PAIN CAN BE INTENSE, ESPECIALLY IN
SENSATIVE AREAS LIKE THE UPPER LIP AND CHIN. WITH NOVOCRIN
THERE WAS NO PAIN AT ALL - NONE. UNTIL NOW I HAD HAD ONLY ONE
HCUR  CF  TRDITICNAL ELECTROLOGY  AND THE  PAIN WAS SO
EXCRUCIATING I WANTED TO STRANGLE THE TECHNICIAN.

THE NOVOCAIN TOOK AFFECT IMMEDIATELY AND THE GIRLS WORKED ON
ME UNTIL NOON WHEN WE STOPPED FOR LUNCH. WHEN LOOKING IN A
MIRROR I WAS EXCITED TO SEE THAT MOST OF MY UPPER LIP WAS
COMPLETELY VOID OF ANY HATR AND WAS SMOOTH AND SOFT. I NOTED
SOME MINOR SWELLING OF MY UPPER LIP AND PASSED IT OFF AS A
MINOR NUISANCE.

SITTING IN A DENTAL CHAIR IS USUALLY NOT MUCH FUN BUT THE
TIME PASSED QUICKLY AS T WAS ABLE TO OCCASSIONALLY TALK TO
THE GIRLS AND THEY HAD A TELEVISION SET AND A RADIO AND THE
PATIENT GETS TO PICK THE SHOW OR THE MUSIC.

BREN CAME IN HOURLY TO SEE HOW T  WAS DOING AND TO GIVE MORE
NOVOCAIN WHEN THE GIRLS MOVED TO OTHER PARTS OF My FACE. AT
THE END OF THE FIRST DAY THEY HAD DONE ALL OF MY UPPER LIp, A
LITTLE OF MY CHIN AND SOME OF MY CHEEKS.

LOOKING IN THE MIRROR AS WE PINISHED I THOUGHT IT HAD GONE
WELL FOR THE FIRST DAY, ALTHOUGH I NOTICED THAT MY UPPER LIP
HAD SWELLED MORE NOTICABLY. BREN TOLD ME IN ADVANCE THAT
MOST CLIENTS SWELL REALLY BAD ON THE FIRST DAY BUT RY USING
LOTS OF ICE PACKS AT THE MOTEL, THE SWELLING CAN BE
CONTROLLED. SHE SUGGESTED SITTING UP IN BED FOR AS LONG AS I
COULD SINCE ANY ELEVATION REDUCES SWELLING. I ATE DINNER AT A
PLACE NEXT TO THE MOTEL AND THEN DILIGENTLY APPLIED ICE PACK
AFTER ICE PACK AS I SAT UP IN BED, FALLING ASLEEDP WITH AN ICE
PACK ON MY racEe.
FIRST THING THE NEXT MORNING I CHECKED MYSELF OUT IN THE
MIRROR TO SEE HOW THE SWELLING WAS. IT WAS REALLY BAD, MUCH
VMORED TEAN THER NIguT BZFCRZ, 2LMCST a3 17  7Tup ICE HRD NO
IMPACT AT ALL. I JugT LAUGHED AND MARVELED AT MY GOOFY LOOKS
AND PATCHWORK BEARD.

THURSDAY MORNING BREN MET MZ AND ANOTHER CLIENT WHO HAD JUST
FLOWN IN FROM NEW YORK FOR HER. SECOND TREATMENT. THE OTHER
CLIENT, JEAN WAS BLESSED WITH A VERY LIGHT BEARD, WAS FIVE

INCHES SHORTER, WEIGHED TWENTY POUNDS LESS AND WAS TWO DRESS .

SIZES SMALLER THAN ME SO I HATED ygRr II MEDATELY. JZAN

mwaWHZMD THAT SHE LIKELY ONLY NEEDED ONE DAY OF TREATMENT
THIS TIME BUT WOULD STAY THRU SUNDAY MORNING TO GET A REDUCED

e
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International Foundation for
Gender Education (IF GE)

Waltham, MA 02254-0229
Phone: (617) 899-2212
E-mail: IFGE@world.std.com

WANTED

All Gender Outlaws &
Transgender Warriors
to attend the

P.O. Box 229

COLOXRRAIDIO

The Bliss of Becoming One

Integrating "Feminine" Feelings Into the Male Psyche
Mainstreaming the Gender Community

by Rachel Miller

Rachel Miller (California) is the author of the recently pub-
lished The Bliss of Becom ¢ One (115 pages, trade soft-
cover, questionnaires, gender-community resources. bibli-
ography, retail price $12.95).

About the Book

The Bliss of Becoming Oneis a guide for members of the
gender community, their friends and family, and those inter-
ested in understanding transvestism and gender issues. Au-
thor Rachel Miller describes a shared vision of

an open
socicty and steps that

an be taken to turn that vision into
reality. In this challenging new book, the author dispels
myths surrounding transvestites, cncourages transvestites to
integrate their feminine and masculine traits, advocates trans-
vestites” joining mainstrcam society, and promotes emo-
tional health, wholeness and ty for transvestites. Trans-
vestite readers will learn to understand themselves better,
accept what they find, share what they learn with loved ones,
and help others in the gender community —

all through
application of the Golden Rule.
Included in The Bliss of Becoming One:
— Why read this book: What's in it for you
— Embracing the premise of an open society
— Defining your personal style
— Overcoming the internalized excuses which prevent

change
Countering religious (and other) objections to transvestism
Jnderstanding the roles of sexuality and emotions
How 1o begin to effect a change in current thought
through acceptance of vourself, sharing your secret with
loved ones, helping others share the vision, and educat-
ing the public about the truth of transvestism. -

Author Gives Hope, Encouragement and Direction to
Transvestite Members of the Gender Community

What the Auth

Says

something wrong with them. Therefore, t ¢y suppress their
true sclves and live in angu

“The sumof

‘valid’ reasons socicty uses for discrimi-
nating against svestites would fit comfortably in a
thimble,” Miller continues. “We don’t have to stay in those
constricting closcts any longer. The good news is th t, for the
most pa 1¢ perceptions of transvestites are wrong —
they can be fixed. s book will show how to fix them.

About the Author

‘Rachel Miller’ is a heterosexua
paying job ina prestigious company. It svery way,
member of the community. You would never guess
transvestite. He hid that fact due to shame and fear of re
Indesperation, Rachel began a quest for relicfthat both ledtothe
discovery of the truth about himself and other transvestites and
resulted in his writing The Bliss of Becoming One.

How to Order the Book from IFGF,

The Bliss of Becoming One can be ordered by ¢
(617) 899-2212. Visa/MasterCard accepted, or by sending a
check or money order (imade out to IFGE) for $15.95 ($12.95
+ 33 shipping and handling) to:

IFGE
The Bliss of Becoming One!
P. O. Box 229
Waltham, MA 02254-0229

“We'll have to do this oftener
than  just once a week,
George.”” “Yeah, Tom, it sure
beats just watchin’ the girls.”

Keynote by Les Feinberg
September 24-28, 1997
Stapleton Plaza Hotel, Denver, Colorado
(303) 443-6409
~or E-mail to: GICofColo@AOL.com

Sponsored by GDJ Enterprises and the
Gender T—o:ﬁq Center of OO_O;Lp Inc.

Come for the _wcm:C: _cu<a with mgjc:::m of Value

ToU KNOW THE PRESS COPE, SOLDYER!
SKIRTS ARE 7o BE NO SHoRTER THAN
TWD INCHES ABOYE THE ANeE! G&T
RACK To THE SHIP AND CHANGE!
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U.O. HLO ( K HZQ = Hv»ﬁwﬁﬁ HH A . : Kudos ¢o out to the various i divil
o\ . 0 roach on for thg, .oray on Capitol Hill = . _vanous inci
(or HOW DID [ END UP HERE AGAIN?I? mowwmwwnn}ﬂm:_« on ma:ﬂ_ﬂm m:m\vo: for Uwa%:m a HMMBNAW_M% Zm_»:m m:m _P.mzu Mwnov: .w._m%oﬁzo. with
. s n osalyne 0z umenstemn, a *

‘transgendered’ category to the Hate Crimes Statistics
Act (HCSA). For those of you unfamiliar with the
HCSA. it designates violence against those of a
different race, different gender. different religious
s . e ' < lief. or a different sexual identity as a hate crime:
title 'Erstwhile Lobbvist's Report,’ as in been there. belet, o d . . y as ) X
X " . . the FBI then compiles said hate crnimes into the
done that. no plans to go back.” In other words. 1t . . - )
. various categorical statistics. As it currently stands.
was historv...or so [ thought. Not even three months = . .
) [ : : the HCSA does not record violence against
later 1 find myself back in Washington with apparently . . oz
. . . : - ] transeenders as a hate crime; or, if at all, it records
very little recollection of what I'd originally planned: = . .
: : ’ - them incorrectly as a gay, or sexual identity hate
do this once and get back to my life. So much for . . .= :
: - : crime. With so many in the transgendered community
historv. "1 must say that this go-round was much less i dentif themselve as heterosexual
: . \ . <
stressful than the first. though not necessarily much who g rdentity I w_ N ‘e ‘:NQ
: : " s we as 1 ma - ar
easier...except for finding my way around the citv and Crossdressers, - as A_v w d J HU identify
o . 3 - ) v n 1 nu
the senate buildings. We did, however. manage to n%mﬁ owmqm:é :.E“mmmém s w 10 _o i 0
. & ' y r > i ecessar
get lost on one of the three treks traversing the maze t merm ves as gay, lesoian o f _mmmcmu w_m . %umwﬂ
. . . J S whn d
of tunnels under the Capitol building, never taking the Joy m<w u:mmcmqm.ﬁm.nu”mwo?x or those _% us .ao S
. : - al ¢ - cla considering
same route twice. But I digress. ﬁraocm, the ﬂw:w:? cracks mmmc atly mo:m :
S “rime w e Mmos
An invitation was extended to attend the May the m.m<o:w< of those ¢ __Bam.a mo zwqo . 0
S . : d: 1 Teena. an
lobbying event by Anne Casebeer of the Bluegrass mw%:oﬁ ate o:BMm :mnc ¢ . S:* on w m
. ~ . = - er victum w
Belles. with offers to share costs if [ would accept. . :MUQ o%m_a w:h mm_ wmn_ﬂ.m: . 3::22 braska t ©
ice in her Nebraska town
Anne. you may remember, was a very sweet lady received no el *85. e Mvo ce gmrﬁ. . wﬁ. ©
’ y N a H
whom I'd met on the first lobby event a couple after .meoﬂ__mw _,6 ::%. rape, : nstian Faige, _g
. N - . ,
months back: and before I really knew what was Wmmc: utt n_ a:o_:a d :nwmo m\cdoa (<m_mﬁ. m_m<>.vmv\
i i ; . eaten. strangled, and deeply stabbed multiple times . i
happening, | accepted her offer. This particular even by a man who %m:ﬁ set ?mnﬁw her d:_‘:jn:"nﬁo cover can't be done if we allow ourselves to rely on a
g , dapc . ~ . M
occurred May 5 & 6, 1997 and was sponsored by J . ; R tenacious few to do it for us all. At the risk of
GenderPAC headed bv Riki A Wilchi FN up the crime; and Chanell Pickett, an M2F from the ) S : 0
senderPAC headed v i Anne Wilchins of New sounding ardently activistic, we need all the support
York. It wa e ded : . < Boston area, strangled to death by her former lover ’ ppo
. s a well-attended event with between 50 . we can get. Regardless of whether it's m .
and 60 individuals fr tat who was only found guilty of assault and battery! . . | onetary, or
individuals from states too numerous 10 LT . more importantly warm bodies up on Capitol Hill--o
menti Manv onized iallv of These and other instances of violence were alluded to . . p r
ention. Many recognized names. especially of the ) : - ) whichever level of government--telling their stories
East Coast transeendered : . . in a drafted letter carried by our various groups to : 2 5
¢ as sgendered community, were present - - and making their voices heard, we can alway
for the affair attorney D Priesing: N both senate and house offices. The letter--addressed > ’ > g ays use
e y Pana bnesing. wancy . more support. Obviously ICTLEP and GenderPA
Naneeroni: Alison Laing, head of IFGE. Anne 1o Attv. General Janet Reno--basically asked for 1 el : Yo ! enderPAC
o ] p=3) R . . - w >
Lawrence. Jessica Xavier, national president of It's inclusion of the transgender category to the HCSA. v_ * welcome any mo::,_d::.o:m‘ you can spare--and
Time America; and Tony Barreto-Neto, founder of were 10 be signed by the supporting legislators in both o E_o non-profit organizations.  Lobbying in
: . - ; S . '
TOPS--the transgendered police officers' association houses of Congress. and then tforwarded to Janet wo_ﬂmo:._ 1owever, is something that can't be described i
- d . - . . 8 S) ¥
Alone to document the event in ph e Reno's office. We were able to enlist the support ot ully unless one experiences it for themselves. At the i
a photos was Mariette . risk ol sounding trite, it is ve reri
Rep. Barney Frank, who will draft the letter on the ) ng : Ty empowernng--you
come away with a real sense ot accomplishment. It

Pathv-Allen. author of the book "Transtormations' and > . [ as Sen. K _ d Sen. K
an old friend of mine whom I hadn't seen in over 13 ouse side: as well as Sen. Kennedy and >en. Rerrey . .
who will draft the Senate version. Based upon gets into your blood.  Lord knows [ never had the

years. \We had a wonderful reunion! There were five . . .
repeat attendees from the February lobby days: reactions ?o:,. the various mri.ﬁma Ea‘_‘:ﬂ with, we
Denise. her S.0. Gavle. and Michelle Hubert all from came away with an absolute victory. The reason for

the easv win was that the members did not have to

flawlesslv beautiful 17-year post-op TS and director
with the Gender Identity Project in New York,
accompanied me on my eailiest visits to the Texas
House members Bentsen, Brady, Archer and
Jackson-Lee. Personally this team was my favorite as
we were a complement to one another and worked
together smoothly. ~ Most all of my remaining
appointments were with Dr. Kurt Buis, a therapist
who works extensively with transgenders in San
Diego. Dr. Buis and I sat in on a meeting at Sen. {
Specter's office with [FGE's Alison rman(u Valerie
Harvey Ph.D, Shannon Ware of It's \H,._EO(?:mmoc?

and Angela Bridgman. Also accompanying Dr. Buis

and me on some of the later visits were Anne
Casebeer from Louisville, and once again Shannon

Ware from the St. Louis area. To a person. | was

very impressed with everyone I worked with; and we

also appeared to leave an equally good impression on

all the staffers we visited.

Once again, this goes to show that there are tangible

goals that can be attained for the :m:mmm:a(ﬁma
community; and other goals that must be attained if

we are to ever enfranchise ourszlves. However, it

by Vunessa Edwards

Apologies are in order. Obviously [ misspoke on my
last column when 1 assumed that the previous
lobbying event would be a one-time attair. thus the

desire for being politically active, and yet [ still feel
the pull. However, [ will try to keep my most strident
activist rantings contained to the newsletter articles,

the Florida panhandle’s Pantra group; Anne trom the
Bluegrass Belles. and of course yours trulv. (Guess
we're just gluttons for punishment) We also had
mcoE half a dozen intersexed (hermaphrodite)
individuals among our group, and just as many F2M's.

Also along to help us on our initial day of lobbving

were representatives from Bi-Net, the Human Rights
Om_:nmmm:, and the Lesbian & Gay Task Force. [t was
heartening to see so numerous and so diverse a group
coalesced on such an occasion. )

take a congressional vote to support this. only a

signature on a letter to amend an existing act through
the Dept. of Justice. For obvious reasons. this
garnered us support from members who denied our
for support on the ENDA bill: thus. the
Personally I think that a
lesser one, will serve to
transgendered

requests
apparently easy victory.

victorv like this, albeit a
galvanize self-confidence in the
community, especially for future lobbying attempts.

lest I appear preachy. Keep in mind, these excursions
are not always 'all work and no fun,’ as my next article
will indicate. Consider taking a crack at lobbying for
yourself..and for the rest of the transgendered
community. i
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Lstale OflIanssexual::
- with AIISS awarded
$30,000 in prson sui
by DaN HERBECK
’ .Nm‘S(?ﬁ' Reporter . ‘

. A federal jury awarded $30,000 to the
estate of Dana-K.-DeVilla, a transsexual
convict who died of AIDS in Albion State
Correctional Facility.. =~ [0 B

After an unusual trial in which lawyers
used a deposition from Ms. DeVilla to
help her speak to jurors after her death,
the jury’ found :that’ former ‘women’s ptis:
on_Superintendent Sunny " Schriver ; failed
to train her ‘employées ; proper > the
handling of inmates with. AIDS. %7
.-“I was treated  rottenly,” Ms. DeVilla
said in a transcript read into'the court re-
cord. “Because -1 had AIDS, I was to be
exploited and” made to- live like .1 'was a
freak.” Ms. DeVilla,” who.died. in. 1995" at
age 36, claimed she was abused and “mis-
treated in the prison, located in Orlears
County. The prison has since been the
target of numerous other allegations ‘of
mistreatment, raised by Amy Fisher and
other inmates.~ -~ 7 . T
“We're very gratified,” said James.Os-
trowski, who' represented. Ms.: DeVilla's
estate “with co-counsel” Salvatore . P, *Ab-
bate.-“The jury spent a lot of time delib-
erating this ‘case, and they came to the
conclusion. that theéy believed- Dana’s sto-
ry. I think Dana would feel she was vindi-
cated. . LTy e
Assistant” State Attorney Geheral Jo-
seph F. Reina’ said Thursday he- is plan-
ning to appeal the verdict.” R
“We feel the verdict ‘goes against the
weight of the evidence,” Reina said. °
Ms. DeVilla claimed prison officials
held her up to ridicule by illegally circu-
lating the word that she had AIDS and
had undergone sex-change surgeries. Os-
trowski read jurors a 200-page transcript
from a deposition she gave years ago. ..
Ms. DeVilla described how she was
born as a male.in the Bronx and named
Kevin Otis. She said she grew up in
Westchester County, had a series of sex-
change operations in the 1980s. She told
how she later moved into a life of crime,
passing bad checks and at various times
using almost 20 aliases, male and female.
Abbate told jurors that, under state
law, prison health officials could not tell
anyone — including other prison employ-

ees — abouLMs,; DeVilla’s iliness.
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He Woniffchange,
she won't leave

. ::Dear Ann Landers: I am a frustrated
woman who is married to a cross-dresser. I
have read your columns saying some wives
-and girlfriends enjoy their cross-dressing
‘sweethearts and husbands and promote
.their “hobby.” This certainly is not the
.case in our house.

: For the past several years, I suspected
my husband was wearing my clothes. I
“have had to discard many items that were
‘stretched out of shape or torn. When [
“couldn’t find a bra or a blouse, 1 knew
.that “Don” had acquired it.

... Our home life is miserable. Don’s mother still
continues to manipulate him even after all these
“years. He has never been able to stand up for him-
self, which infuriates me and has caused some hot ar-
guments. Counselors have suggested 1 leave him or
“take him as he is” because he will never change.
We’ve been married for 25 years, and I don’t want a
divorce, nor do I want to damage Don’s image. His
friends and family members hold him in high regard,
-and the people he works with think he is wonderful

“. My woman friends are under the impression that
“we have the perfect marriage. 1 don’t know what to
.:dg, Ann. Our family life is terrible, and I cry a lot.
ST — Lonely in the Metropole

. ~-Dear Metropole: There is no way I can help a
“woman who tells me her home life is miserable, she
s frustrated and unhappy and cries a lot, but she
-does not want a divorce.

“.:2You say counselors have suggested that you accept
:Don as he is or leave him, but you don’t want to do
‘either one. It appears to me that you are going to be
‘.::R}'{Se_rable either way. Your best bet is to develop
~8ome outside interests, stay in therapy, put a lock on

syaur closet door and keep your underwear where

.‘???m can’t find it.
Pt
Raiad

WHAT WOULD IT BE LIKE TO WEAR A PRETTY DRESS?

What would it be like to sit while T pee?

To put ribbons in my hair. without mommy scolding me!
I'm going to have to hide. 1 guess.

What would it be like to wear a pretty dress?

What would it be like to have a doll of my own?

You know, somcone to hug when vou feel all alone!
Dad kecps saving to me “You re different than the rest”.
But he doesn’t know how | look in a dress!

Why can’t | play with the girls at school?
Ho;;scol-ch and jump-rope seem really cqol!
The boys are too rough. and everything is a test.
] woulcin‘t want them to sec me in a dress!

What would it be like to kiss a boy?

To have him call me on the phone. after he walked me home.
Coach savs I should play football. a game I detest!

He's trying to stop mie from wearing a dress.

What would it be like to make love to a man?

To feel the strength of his arms. and the sofiness of his hands!
But my marriage is really the best.

She doesn’t even mind my wearing a dress!

What would it be like to give birth to a child?

To feel her inside vou. while vou wait for her smile.

Since the kids have been born. our life has been full of duress.
She doesn’t want lhch\to see me in a dress!

Forty years have gone by and I'm still waiting to live. '
My ihbughls and feelings are mixed. something has to give!
There is no one left to impress.

I spend a lot of time in public wearing a dress.

I'm desperate now. and my back’s to the wall.
I feel like a women. but I'm so damn tall!
The only way to get out of this mess.

1s to change my body to fit this pretty dress'i

Charlegne Millet
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