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Presidents and Executive Directors, Constituent
Hurses Associations

{Board of Directors - For Your Information)

Martha L. Orr, Executive Director

MARCHE 1988 BOARD ACTION

ant act*mn taken by the NYSNA Board of Directors at
- 1988 meeting included approval of: {Note that
¢UP position statements appreved at this meeting.
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Council on Nursing Educaticen's recommended: Statement on
Gercentological Nursing in-the Curriculum; Entry into
Professional Nursing Practice Position Statement.for
Dissemination to Presidents of Universities and Colleges
{copies attached)
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School Health Nursing Clinical Practice Uni:' recommends
Position Statement on Schoel Health Nursing {copy at:t aﬁ et
Council on Nursing. Practice's récommendeé'revisian cf QYSHA‘
Guidelines for Interpretation of the Scope of~Prcfess isna 1
Nursing Practice (copy attached} ‘ -

Committee on Impaired Nursxng Practlfe s racummandat ion that

the ANA Committee on Bylaws be requested to reconsider amend-

ment of ANA bylaws to provide protection of the membh vs%*p
ights of nurses who have voluntarily surrendersd licanse

because of impairment and who have. enrclled in Tanda::d

prefessional assistance progranms &

activities aimed toward accomplishin 3
HYZSHA unit members with work of Hat
Nursing Implementation Project (NCNIP};
units of NCNIP work
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GERINTOLCGICAL I THE CURRICULUM

Professional Nursing educators nust provide the necessary leadership
for structuring undergraduate and graduate curriculums in nursing to

include specific content on care of the clder person.

MAccording to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (1980)
there were 25.6 million persons 65 vears of age and cver in 1981; five

million were 80 vears or older, 2nd two nillicn were 85 years or

older. By the year 2020, one in five persons will have reached their

show that the number of older

, is increasing at an alarming

The nurse practices in a variety cf s that may include home,
hespital or nursing home and plans care

health and well-being. Develcopmental theories

over the entire life span. Contant related

and mental health and socio-cultural issues

ge base upon which tc provide care

appropriate n
effectiveness of

in the




taining, and restoring heal=zh
chronic illness: and maintai

death.

Mursing has significance in the promotion, maintenance, and restora-

tion of health consistent limitations inposed by the aging

process g : il In caring for the elderly, the nurse

strives i ti e strengths of the older adult and his
wimize indepen~

dence. The older person brings a ric iversity of =31 = which

influences alternatives and str

an opportunity for the older adult and

involved to the fullest extent o ir capabiliti

making that is a part of evervday
= x

In order to nmeet scciety's need for expert nursins re, nursing

education must put more emphasis on 'are of Therefore,

the NYSNA Council on Nursing Education ™ : schools of
nursing in New York State reexamine their curriculums and strengthen
content to prepare toc meet the needs of the growing number of older

Americans.
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OARD ACTION

HEW YORY STATE NURSES ASSCCIATION

SCHCOL HEALTH NURSING
CLINICAL PRACTICE UNIT

POSITION STATEMENT ON SCHOOL HEALTH

physical and psychosocial challenges to the health of students in New
York State and the nation are increasing dramatically. Chronic
illnesses, disabilities, infectious diseases, pregrancy, depression
and suicide, child abuse, substance abuse, conplex diseases and
behavioral disorders are amcng the many problems confronting profes-
sional nurses in the educational setting. Changing risks in childhood
are being brought abcut by recent trends in American society and
family life. Professional nurses, within the educaticnal setting,
must have the expertise required to meet these complex health care
needs. The school nurse must be able ts assess and manage health
problems, offer skilled health counseling and make appropriate refer-
rals. The professional nurse is often the primary care provider to
health services for children with limited access.

RATIONALE

The main purpose of nursing in the educaticnal setting is the promo-
tion and maintenance of an optimal level of wellness. The profession-
al nurse participates in a multi-disciplinary approach to student
health in assessing, planning, implementing, and evaluatirg programs
and other school health activities. Coordination of the health care
plan by nursing reduces duplication and fragmentation of services,
enhances student care and, therefore, contributes o cost effective-
ness.

The educational process is enhanced when the health care plan provides
for the modification and removal of health related barriers to learn-
ing. When assessing health care needs, the professicnal nurse inccr-
porates the physical, emotional, sccial, environmental and spiritual
aspects of individual students.

practice of nursing in the school setting re
al background with conceptis manicy
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and implement appropriate interventions and ﬂ“alua?TOns. Through
education and experience, the Clinical Hurse List lg, also, able
to initiate and evaluate clinical research *u pT;V;uw ohijective data
for the direction of nursing services withir s given school district.

RECOMMENDATTIONS
The School Health Nursing Clinical actice Unit recommends that:

1. The New York State Education Law be amended zm ve q iire school
districts to employ registered professional nurses

The New York State Education Law be amended to require that school
health services be provided by registered professicnal nurses.

Qualificaticns for the professional school nurse include licensure
as a registered rnurse and a baccalaureate degree in nursing from an
accredited college or university. A process should be enacted for
the professional school nurse whereby certification is consistent
with the State Education Department's provisional and permanent
certification policies for all teachers.

Registered nurses currently emplicyed in the school setting be
grandfathered into the professional school nurse role with a
requirement to complete a baccalaureate degree within a time frame
established by the New York State Education Department not to
exceed eight (8) vyears.

Educational programs in State provide accoss for comple-
n

tion of a baccalaureate ursing ccws¢s+ent with New
York State requ1rewents in pr s:onal educaticn for eligibility
as a professional school nurs

School Districts provide a
schcocol nurses to ensure th
to meet the health ¢
Association *ecc“nend= 1:-
in mainstreamed population
capped populations.
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TBE NEW YORY¥ STATE
Council on Hurs

GUIDELINES FOR INTERPRETATICN OF
THE SCOPE OF PROFESSIOHAL HURSING

Introduction

The ongoing advances in nursing theory and health care technology, the
diffusion of general knowledge arnd the expanding parameters of profes-
sional nursing responsibility preclude precise and comprehensive
delineation of the specific responsibilities of any professional nurse
at any given time or in a specific satting. Hence, questions rejard-
ing the scope of practice of professicnal nurses arise on a continuing
basis.

The New York State MNurses Association has repeatedly emphasized that
the nursing profession has the responsibility and authority for
determining the nature and scope of nursing practice. (1)

The introduction in ANA's Scope of Nursing Practice statement has
excellent review of this issue. It states that:

The 1985 House of Delegates of the American Nurses' Associa-
tion directed ANA's Cabinets on Nursing Education, Practice,
and Services to jointly delineate the future scope of
practice for persons educated with a baccalaureate or higher
degree in nursing and for those educated with an associate
degree in nursing. The Task Forces on Scope of Practice was
formed to address the charge of the House of Delegates. The
task force report was received by %he ANA Board of Directors
and forwarded as amended to the 1%37 ANA House of Delegates
which amended and adopted the report as the position of the
American Nurses' Asscciation.

In 1its deliberations, the task force clarified the differ-
ences between two concepts: the scope of practice and the
nature of nursing. The task force concluded that the nature
of nursing and its unique contribution to society had been
described in Nursing: A Social Peclicy Statement.

The sccial policy statement describes the nature cf nursing
as complex and highly interactive, and asserts that scciety
has historically understood nursing to be a noninvasive,
nurturing discipline, focused more on creating the physic-
lcgical, psycholegical, and sociccultural environment in
which the patient can gain or maintain health or heal than
on the diagnosis and treatment of disease. (2}

The Council on Nursing Practice believes that the sccpe

al nursing practice is dynamic and evolves as the pattern
response amenable to nursing intervention evelves: nursin
are formulated and classified; nursing skills and patterns
vention are made more explicit: and patient outcomes respensive
nursing intervention are evaluated.
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Page 2

Guidelines

When determining whether a particular service <
within the scope of professional nursing practice,
nurse should:

1. Understand the following concepts regarding the nature and scope
of nursing practice:

The nature of nursing practice is that intrin-
sic characteristic that distinguishes nursing
from other health prcofessions. It is the
assence of nursing, it is a constant and
remains unchanging.

The scope of nursinq prac“lce emanates from
the nature of nursing practice and enconmpasses
the range of nursing's actions and activities.
It is an external force which utilizes knowl-
edge and competence to nalntaln, promote and
restore an individuval's integrity. It is
.flexible and therefore changes as health
science, health practice and society itself
changes. {3)

Review the New York State Nurse Practice Act, ANA Standards of
Practice, and Code for Ethics.

Have acquired, either through basic, special or continuing educa-
tlon, the preparaticn essential to performance of thasm services
for which they assume responsibility.

Review the professiocnal literature relevant tc the particular
services.

.

Review the policies of the particular practice setting.

In conclusion, the Council on Nursing Practice believes that the dﬁpuu
and breadth to which the individual professional nurse engages in the
total scope of professional nursing practice are defined by the
xnowledge base of the particular nurse, the role of that nurse and the
nature of the client population within a specific practice enviren-
ment.
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