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Twenty-one years after its founding,
the Black and Puerto Rican
Legislative Caucus is divided by
differing views on what its role
should be in state politics and

whose interests it represents.

by Rehina Basu

state, the 25-member ¢
making its often solo voice heard by
pushing for greater fun_diﬂq for social
programs and taking principt
onissues of racism. It remains the only
coalition -of black and Hispanic staze
legislators in the nation.
Yet internal power struggles, fac-
tionalism and differences in philosophy
Ca el FERpOnSe o the canceme have weakened its ef:'octivene:\s.iaccord-
5 Black and Puerta Rican . ing 10 some critics, with possibly the
abaldap o gg ! g Wt O s S Ve most damaging fallout being the friction
POmIment. The canegs b o' fuestoned oy ; ‘ between the black and Hisganic legsla-
whether Sebed “who hadd rin Semaredinie s tors. Some Hispanic legislators and
Fient. white sobwrban sehnol atern, community members go <o far as to
pable of domating the proNlenss charge the caucus with serving pri-

o iHteT this vear, Bie Yhiny Times
Ei e bR A cartan demetng a
Mack assembivinan . Ko Kiux Klan
£arh, Bitchunk 4 noase around the neck
of thes s SIS {0 state educatinon
commssener Thomas Sabil,

The normwed underizndabiv inflamed

‘ samong Alane blacks wha

o newspaner, calling the s

; s heset e 4 mardy black interests. often at
wits, Snres, drugs and trens : ‘ % Hispanics expense. and there has even
. been acali for the five Hispanics in the
VI CArSten, o o ; cateus to break awsy and form their awn

with twhy e e T e 1 i ‘ e i §  association.
et mseed the p s R : - i In the past vear, caucus members
TV : ) % who a0 o B locked horns over a muimber of key
cuse the cranaten of mmory state ’ 1 ] ssues that highlighted the conflict over
ot = e it b accommndation versys stdency. Inthe
PO 08 attes wahen sied dade 8 i - o end, accommodation won out,ahint ot
o fer it larwely mefla g ; : : some legislators’ concern with epre-
¢ PR3t a%er the furmatinn ¥ ; M4 senting the broader. sometimes diver-
Mgz 1 adunagts frr tha : ; 8 ent micrests of those who elected
and Puerto Rican domstinmemrs e o < @ them rather than st mintority ooes,
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“And New York ity politios have tended
s

e @ disproportonate roke in
allances and niits between caucus

members, most of whosp constituen- .

cies are i the oity.
A key issue this vear way the reap-.
pointment of two long-term Regents,

Chancellor Martin, Rurel and Vice

Chancelior Carlos Carbaliada, Black
cavzus members had mounted a con-
CENEC Camipaign against them, citing
spirviling dropout rves and the failures:
of mner-city schools ta edyrate poor
children over the past docade, when the
twn Regents wern ¢ rnly  office I the
end, hawever, all but three of the 16
Hlack Assemble memihers were placated
when the twi Regents pledged, in q
maeting arranged seembly Speaker
Mebva Miller, ) REY more altenton to
LunGry E*nm'emswindudmg in the
search for o new education COmmis-
Sieher, which they agroed (o extend by
a few months,

Just one short month after the March
eappointments, the Regents seledted
Sobal as edacation commissioner, and
several Regents said on television that
they hadn't been aware of any commit-
ment made by the Regents to the
CAuCTS.

“The caucus voted for them simply
because they were Jed by.the noce by
Mel Milier”’ declares Andrew Cooper,
publisher of Brooklyn's black weekiy
newspaper. The City Sun, who charges
that the caucus is ineffective because its
members are not politically independent
of Gevernor Mario. Cuomeo and Miller,
who "‘has the power of the doliar for
them personaily.”’

Speaking specifically of the black
Caucus members, on whom his attention
is focused, Cooper contends that they
are ndt issue-oriented and ‘reflect their
personal turf ambitions.”

“They pay absolutely no attention to
thew constituents or their constituents’
needs.” he charges, saying they “'‘com-
pletely sold aut’™ pyer the Regents
15306,

A LOOSE BLOC

Caucus members sav thet
parallel missions are to efiet logisiativ
passage of bills affecting mnorities 2nd
the poor and to serve 2+ 2 sort of public
Censcienge by speaking cut on state and
pational izsues and CUrtent ovents of
CARCEM o runeritas, The atror fune.
L iw alag mitended ra reught in
legiziauve aes, L altheugh enties 3y
the cagcys by boon woakest m o
2 up on thase prigites,

¥ EMPINE STATE REecar NOVEAIBER g7

“Inits ability 10 pass i{Q;\*zslatie)n.‘ 20
votes out of 150 1 the Assembly and five
autof 61 in the Senate (4Jj Democratic) -

iy not be enough to cartyabill, but a

solid blocof support can influcrice other
Demacrats: on key issues, most
observers agree, . N

“The'ideais to vote as a bloc,”’ says

Caucus Executive Director Carol White, o

“Butit's 1 loose organization and there

I8 10 way to merpe 25 members with

really disparate constituencies.! %
= Although caucus members hoast of 5
high degree of conformity in voting, on
some political matters s critical as
electing a black Assembly speaker,
there hag beey lithe cohesion. During .
the last session, the caucus leadership
and most of its members opted to stay
with regional ties and elect Miller from
Brooklyn; rather. than black Depyty

falo, a Senior caucus member whe hag
played aleadership role in the past whu
declared himseif a candidate.

“You could see the splits there,” s
Manhattan ‘Assemblyman Angelo
DelToro. **The caucus has 20 votes in
the Assembly. That's 2 formidable base.
1t's probably more than any candidaie
started out with ™

But, continyed the Hispanic asseqmbhe
man, who himself voted for Mutor, **1he
Puerto Ricans 1% their tie from the
blacks."” , 7 _

"“You can’t get to the Piorto Ricar, -
community until you' {resnlve) the:

Stmins within the back commmn

DelToro says of the caucus’ Siack
leadersivp S ,

Eve devhined to commen o the fack
of support for hinvia the Speaker s mes
but be did expiress his dhsnlersare wik
other caucus members for BRUChmg
their ¥olo's ¢n the Regents meappome.
mepts 0 - ’

It wws very =heking 1 me
3a¥8. "Very, very ob

debate " -

Much of the schm
blarks and Puerteo ians resgires Fron
the New York City mayura camparn T

1985 when blacke Wwithdrew ther g

port from Hermuan Radis el hark
Manhattan Assemblinian Denrs Farset

Cinstead, destroving e TEBOCTY o

Assembly Speaker Arthur Eve of Huf. o

ternesy

legrabitor

Roger Green (certeri Tongs
cavcus members into a
meeting with Governor-
Cuomo. Green sees the
Caucys’ mission as sorking -
tosward full emplovment, de-
cent health ~are and hous.
ing, rather thanp Jast civil
dg},ts. : A S .




wnator, Ui Mendes of Manhattan, to degslatirs four vears ago to adeit cCorney attntutes wane of e ; o k v g sy : .
. : b 1 . . smndunce and oo

w".é‘d,ma from. the cwwys, Senator ool assemblyman of Spamish and  schism belwees caucus menibars to -
Mendes ‘mmmvd o be mterviowed for Dadien ancestry to the caucus, Hispanics genersnonal diffsrences. “Arthur ‘ : : o g l 8 Inooonome (‘ﬂﬂ%%?m e ﬂﬁ
thes storv. fad wanted 0 mohide the assembly-  fromthe fiery sra of the '3 | B : ! R e »stgn,nv;a M ogun wes a 335 mudlion 2.

DelTiro save there 5.2 perveption  man, Vite Laper, saying he had alarge The dewer members come propnation foL 2 revoivieg koan hund to
among many Hspanes Ut the cadrus . Hispamie constutuency, bul the black  more sophisticated appraach. of v ' : : : AL minotity busmessas but 7, smak
pave oty !;,A serviee o Hispam issues  mombors dudn't consider tum Hispanie,  10R withan tse system,” he says. | S : Ay . 8 Business \nity fund for 919 mullion faded
whie focusing on back prentes. The Byt even wmong the four Hispanic However, peapie tlnse to the caurus v ; : : ARGC : - to petfurding. In hesmg. 3 reqest bor-
problem, aceordmg to DelToro, i not m assembly members and one senator,  also cite Eve's increasing refigioas i . - S - . £ U1 muion o modemoe state-funced
the passage or formuiation of kgns-  there 1s no cobesion, save Falcone, who  dogimatism s a reason . i ‘ i = : o : 8 public housing vielded 89 v bt
lation—be Sebeves black and Hisparse  claims the eaucus “hasn't been offec. bways taken senousiy, A self ; 1 G : A f - requested 820 milen o start 3 eom:
lzgpslators wote the same way 95 percent tve at all”’ procinmed born agun Chestian, he bz : : ol v i e ‘ _munity loan fund was def w{i- in
of the ume—but i overseemyg the ex- “Based on past performance, the  been known to introduce the bide ante IR 4 - j ' 4 health, pmnulurr i 4":3'
pondrures of resoure ey few  caurus thas) not made the plight of  debates an the Assembh H:'-nr, ard dy e , - \ requested ‘7'1“ mq o, hut ant fanded
Higpant ;:mzm: Save recenedlundsto Hispande people betier inany siprificant spent a good portion of this mteernew Loyt ‘ ' ; - YR ol VS A0 SO mihn i umt far tuber.,
carry ot gate supgorted secal Bervicr. numbers)” says Seda, who suggests  quoting from the Bible! i 4 <ol N : 3 Rk L culusis screcqung .’Y‘ wid '
progruns such zs on teenpregnanoes,  that Hispanic needs can only be met Eve doesn’t denv the central ol @ : % i i3ty A [ - McConneytes the progle’s
housta for the homeless and tester theought the creation of 4 separate  rebgion has come 1o play i has | et B Y BB 1 & e g odd  Dudget, first created % wEs
care. sivs Dol Tom Hispanic onranization. noting, “'lesed o belevn in d,,‘ i than ‘ S : _ e o , xmer,m.d, {nbe o5 z%._ :zﬁ—*zzgnr rmmy

CThe czucus @ the maor advocacy Eve, for one, doesn't seem to mind  that were politicaliy and it b SV ' : 7 I and while thes vesr 5
; o et ;nﬂ,umw b ke aaye. B g e proposition, im‘mglhv Bk catius Now | do ”“zlﬂﬂ?‘% bec g o they am 5 ; : : s : AL . " F 2 3 " ,_-,?!Ch}{‘ PMens wers nol 2 grear 4R the
'*‘“'Ih&.g s that tHhiew e demgp good wnrk members could he equaly effective on spintuatly corvect.”’ : ' 7 ' Vi ' : 1 previyus yraf s, stme sif g% e

clack teeds but Hename nevduare ther own, : Avcording to MeConne
bt tended o In fact, the Assembly speaker this  poweris dinurushied by the h; N
v the couris has dope much 05 vear created a Hispanic task force to fets or pressure LTOUPS agating
: e bia k«:‘.ﬂ:,runvmm* sitheupper  studv and make recommendations on minonty 1ssues. The caveus i3 th's»
imwﬁ‘ﬁs of Stdle givertment, f Ras not  improving the plipht of Hispanics mthe  forced to both ““threw the hricks and do
pad the same attenlon o lwm_“: v ostate —the result of state Gnd city  the negotiating,” he savse. In the case of
el e eiloro. reports showing Hispanses were hagging other intere st groups, such as womon,
fdver g Z(i-w:w_r :wﬂr;:wj' i"m”" g m 1875 behind other groups mosocial and  the pressure on government orynrates
the ety s eital mmcress-  econonue development. The task forve from outside, and thea svmpathetc
wibvment i Beth appainted will be headed by Assemblvmun Heotor lerisiators respomnd and negotiat

el %,,nll :: N A : o dpers Diazoand will include any assembiv. MeConney points out. But he save me
LTI Ll perent thriugh affirmat ; o has atleast 410 pervent mumonties who miied vocally in the
Rt rerww:l‘ Meowy e, M sy g MALTUECY, 1WA are long gone, and 10:‘{3\' most
pf.‘*s\ N“E‘m' o et hand ) dechned Faere belloves the coucns’ image have suceumbed 1o 8 sense of hopele
mntasgentent o 2 ﬂf o T b Bepnta :':m?:f.wi‘ thedack of cohe- ness and complacency.
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DelToro (ieft) Sav¥ “voucan’t
get to the Puerto Rican cops-
munity unti! you {resofvel
the strains within the black
community.” Here, he meets
with Assemblvmen Eve,
Di
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Supporting one another's candidacies.

Green observes that the mle of the
caucus has undergone substantial
changes sinee its mception in the 1960s,
during the Chil Rights movement. when
the: goal was to estabhsh civil laws for
protection of minorities.

"My sense is that the struggle is dif-
ferent now.”" he savs. “We're 13 vears
away from the next century. In many of
the urban centers of the state, we're fag
becoming not the minority but the ma.
jonty. But we stili suffer in the economic
sphere,” )

The caucus’ mission, thersfore.
work toward full emplovyment, dece
health care and housing, rather tha
civil rights. Green savs.

Eve. for ki Part, contends that black
Penple are worse off today in every w3y

fectiveness will de-
ent to which minority
com > begin to take the lead
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