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‘Four youngsters, from left, Shanno Hali, Danielle Holley, Kennan Holley and Kirk Brown, are

on hand for the observance of Kwanzaa.

Principle of Unity Is the Focus
On Opening Night of Kwanzaa

By ROD WATSON

Nearly 40 people braved near-
zero temperatures and swirling
snow Monday night to celebrate the
opening of Kwanzaa, the Afro-
American holiday founded on the
seven principles of united progress.

But the ones who made that
much of a sacrifice to show up were
not the ones who needed to be
there, a Canisius College sociology
professor said.

Opening-night speaker Jesse
Nash talked about the meaning of
unity, the first of the seven princi-
ples, in ceremonies in the Langston
Hughes Institute, 25 High St.

“Unity means that we are a
‘we.” If we were a ‘we,” this build-
ing couldn’t hold us tonight,”
Professor Nash said. ‘“The tragedy

is the folks who are not here, but

we've got to find a way to reach
them.”
The Kwanzaa celebration started

in the mid-1960s to express black
awareness and reinforce the impor-
tance of the principles of unity, self-
determination, collective work and
responsibility, eooperative econom-
ics, purpose, creativity and faith.

Professor Nash stressed unity,
using several metaphors to get
across his point that blacks can
find strength through unity without
losing individual qualities.

“A quarter is worth something

. each of us is worth something

but we're worth more when

we’'re joined together,”” just as
quarters are worth more when they
combine to form a dollar, he said.

Pulling out three strings, Profes-
sor Nash braided them, explaining
that the resulting rope was stronger
than any of the individual strings,
but aiso shorter.

““That refers to the sacrifice that
is necessary in order to get the
strength from coming together.”

Professor Nash called on blacks
to form long-lasting alliances based
on common interests and principles
rather than the short-term coali-
tions that he said have left blacks
vulnerable when their partners no
longer needed them.

The opening ceremonies also fea-
tured the lighting of the first of
seven candles and a procession of
youngsters carrying the symbols of
Kwanzaa, which range from crops
representing the rewards of collec-
tive work to the unity cup from
which every member drinks to rein-
force commitment to the common
struggle.

The celebration runs through
Jan. 1, with a different principle
stressed each day.

Today’s celebration features the
opening of the Traditional African-
American Folk Art Exhibit at 7
p.m. in the Center for Positive
Thought, 11 E. Utica St.



Sharing their story RONALD COLLERAN/Buffalo News

Karima Amin, left, and Sharon Holley tell the to an audience Saturday at the Buffalo and Erie
story of Kwanzaa, the African-American holiday County Historical Society. Kwanzaa will be cele-
that emphasizes African origins and traditions, brated from Dec. 26 through Jan. 1.
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BILL DYVINIAK/Buffalo News

Kenneth Holley, right, and the Children of Afrika lead the audience at the Langston Hughes Center

in the celebration of Kwanzaa.

Blacks Challenged to Seek Purpose
At Opening of Week-long Celebration

By MICHAEL LEVY

Kwanzaa, a symbolic celebration of a
people striving to link with a past, start-
ed Wednesday in the Langston Hughes
Cultural Center. It began with a rousing
challenge for black families and individ-
uals, urging them to seek unity and
wholeness within themselves to achieve
unity of spirit and purpose within the
community.

The theme at this first of seven nights
was “Umoja,” or unity, and N. Ahvay
Orora, a Muslim preacher who also is a
psychologist from Rochester, issued the
challenge to a group of slightly more
than 100 persons gathered in the center
at 25 High St.

The Children of Afrika opened the
festival with a procession and short
ceremony naming the seven virtues —
unity, self-determination, collective work
and responsibility, cooperative econom-
ics, purpose, creativity and faith —
which will be stressed each night of this
celebration of black cultural heritage.

And yet, this celebration between
Christmas and New Year’s is unknown
in Africa, according to Mr. Orora.

“This is the work of Dr. Maulenga
Karenga, and it is a celebration of black
unity,”” Mr. Orora said. ‘“Yet we have
not achieved unity; we are just starting
on that road.”

The seven aspects of Kwanzaa are
‘“‘seven pillars — the moral minimum”
we need to lead us “with tradition and
reason through the wilderness of North
America,” he said.

The problem facing blacks in Ameri-
ca is the same one they.faced through
history here — the devastation of their
culture, their heritage, their history and
their roots as a people, he said.

“In the 1960s we were told the prob-
lem was integration.

“Well, we can live with whites, go to
school with whites, work with whites,
have relationships with whites ... Qur
problem is not more jobs, more educa-
tion or more blacks on civic boards — it
is lack of knowledge of self and kind.”

The history of the black in America is
““the history the European has written
for us. Our children come home from
pre-school and knuw all about George
Washington, and Abraham Lincoln and

that we were slaves They do not
know about Elijah McCoy — the real
McCoy — without whose lubrication
principles the whole of white industry
would grind to a halt...”

Before blacks can be mindful of black
unity around the world, Mr. Orora said,
“until we come to a profound knowledge
of self and kind, liberation is
unthinkable.”

Stating ‘““we are the original man,
from whom all mankind comes,” he
urged his audience to learn where they
stand in history and humanity and to
seek greater self-awareness as a
‘“precondition to unity."”

That urge to seek ‘‘umoja’’ should he
nurtured, he said, at the first stages —
awareness of self and family.

‘‘Relationships are not short-term
pleasures, but long-term commitments
to other people.”

Today’s gathering at 7 p.m. in Christ
Lutheran Church, Broadway and Fox
Street, will feature a ‘‘naming cere-
mony”’ where black children and adults
can take African names as a personal
expressicn of cultural unity.



PUFFALO COMMUNITY NEWS

Kwanzaa ceremony to recall victims of violent crime

Event will be a highlight of the seven-day community celebration that begins on Sunday

By CARL ALLEN
News Staff Reporter

A ceremony for the victims of
violent crime and a call for others
to stop using violence to settle dif-
ferences will highlight this year's
community celebration of Kwan-
zaa.

The seven-day sccular obser-
vance, which begins the day after
Christmas, was founded so that
African-Americans could celebrate
their heritage and culture, without
focusing solely on the political and
social struggles that have marked
their history in the United States.

However, this year, with so
many incidents of violent crime in
the jocal black community, mem-
bers of the Masten Block Club
Coalition Action Committee see
the 1 ublic celebration as an oppor-

tunc  time. to remind  everyone
abo: © the consequences of vio-
lence

“Our main focus is to bring
about peace in the community, to
focus on peace in the neighbor-
hood, and stopping the violence
and the shooting. What better
time to do it than now, during
Kwanzaa,” Louise Bonner, presi-
dent of the block club coalition,
said.

The coalition’s Action Commit-
tee is sponsoring a candlelighting
ceremony for the victims of violent
crime at 6 p.m. Dec. 30 around
the Martin Luther King monument
in the city park that bears the
slain civil rights leader’s name.

Don Hill, a co-chairman of the
committee, said he hopes the cere-
mony will recognize those who
have been hurt or killed and speak
to others as well.

“We'll be remembering the vie-
tims of violent crime,” he said.
“We want the community to know
we care about those people. Also
we want to let people know they

don’t have to resort to violence,
because that’s destroying all of
us.

Hill said some 2,000 lights, do-
nated by Deputy Assembly Speak-
er Arthur O. Eve, D-Buffalo, have
been strung through the fir trees
behind the King monument, with
the assistance of Niagara Mohawk
Power Corp., and should be work-
ing by the time of the Kwanzaa
observance. -

Some candles will be lit during
the ceremony, and Hill hopes that
the lights will serve as a constant
reminder during the holiday sea-
son that the community wants
peace and unity.

Another highlight of this year’s
Kwanzaa celebration will be a lec-
ture by the founder of the holiday
Maulana Karenga, professor and
head of the department of black
studies at California State Univer-
sity at Long Beach.

The seven days of the holiday

are marked by the Nguzo Saba, or
seven principles. All community
Kwanzaa programs being at 7 p.m.
The dates, principles and locations
are:

Dec. 26, Umojo (Unity), Langston Hughes

Institute, 25 High Si. Opening ceremonies and
specker Brother Sola Jason Ross Brown.

Dec. 27, Kujichagulia (Seli-Determination),
African-American Cultural Center, 350 Masten
Ave. An African Marketplace will be ovailable
and Sister Debra lohnson will speok.

Dec. 28, Ujimo (Collective Work ond Re
sponsibility), Nile Valley Shule & Refuge lemple
Cultural Center, ‘943 Jefferson Ave. The chii-
dren of the Mile school will preform.

Dec. 29, Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics)
Charles H. McCoy Convention Center, 653
Clinton St. neor Adaom Street. Karenga, the
founder of Kwanzaa will speak. Adulls will be
osked for a donation at the door.

Dec. 30, Nia {Purpose), Loguen Memcriol
AME Zion Church, 1301 Genesee St. near Rohr
Streat. The pastor, the Rev. James Lewis, will
speak.

Dec. 31, Kuumba (Creativity), Mool Senior
Citizen Center, 292 High St. Open forum for
speakers and entertainment. Karamu, the com-
munity feast, will fallow.

Jan. 1, Imani (Faith). The Kwanzaa Commit-
tee of Buffalo, sponsors of the community cele-
bration, urges members of the communily to
celebrate at home with family and friends.
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