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Our Mission

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus is dedicated to
producing vocal music of high quality in the

rich tradition of men’s choral singing.

We seek through song not only to entertain,
but also to enlighten.

We sing to create harmony as we celebrate
pride in our communities
and in ourselves.

The BMa.

G0y Mem Crons




ASH;BAR
IVE PERF

S BY THE'BGMC ALL EVEN

www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

Rise Up Singing

Gregory L. Ciupak, President of the Board of Directors

“T've heard it said, that people come into our lives for a
reason, bringing something we must learn, and we are led. ..
to those...who help us most to grow if we let them, and we
help them in return” Nearly seven years ago now, I was led to
the chorus and sat amongst my BGMC brothers for the first
time, virtually knowing no one that was around me. With a
very heavy heart after losing my much beloved nephew, who
, was an accomplished musician, I knew that if anything was
going to make my spirit light again, it would be music. As Ilooked around me, I
wondered what each of these interesting men's stories might be. Such a diverse
mix of ages, looks and personalities; did they too join to lighten a sad heart?
What had brought them to the chorus? Would we somehow become friends?

Fast forward nearly seven years and I look around the same room and although
some of the faces have changed, it is still a wonderful mix of ages, looks and
personalities, that I now call my friends. I have heard many of their stories and
I know why they are here. We have shared laughter, tears, triumphs and losses.
We've shared life. And my heart today? Well, it’s full of love for an organization
that embraces each persons story. For an organization that helps to enlighten
those that may not understand the struggles faced by a minority group-or who
may be struggling themselves with living in a world that is not always accepting
of who we are.

Three years ago next month, I was elected to the Board of Directors of the
BGMC, and spent those three years on the Executive Committee, and two as
President of this fine organization. My term ends next month. And while I

will always treasure this time, I know that I will leave the Board in outstanding
hands, and with a true sense of pride in our growth and accomplishments, both
large and small over the past 3 years. This concert, “Rise Up Singing’, could
not have been more perfect or poignant for the end of my term. Not only do I
have a strong passion and love for musical theatre, I have a strong passion for
the messages that are found in each of the musicals that we showcase in our
performance. Each selection painstakingly sought out to tell a story...through
the safe arms of a familiar musical, culminating with an original piece written
by the acclaimed Stephen Schwartz, specifically for an anti-bullying campaign,
fittingly entitled “Testimony”. These are stories of perseverance, acceptance
and growth; our stories. As you sit back and enjoy tonight’s performance, look
around you as I did some 7 years ago and wonder what story each of you has to
tell. How we are connected to each other-and how wonderfully diverse yet alike
we are in our pursuit of happiness and acceptance.

Continued

BJVIC

5




It has been my complete pleasure serving as President of this organization and to
give back to the BGMC, for the joy that this musical experience has given to my
life. The pleasure of leading an organization that is guided by social justice for
the LGBTQ and gay affirming community and the message we share will always
be with me, “like a handprint on my heart”.

“Who can say if I've been changed for the better...I do believe I have been
changed for the better. Because I knew you, I have been changed... for good”

With love and gratitude,
Gregory L Ciupak
“Changing Our World Through Song”.....
: .....the motto of GALA Choruses.

CHORUSES

The Gay And Lesbian Association of Choruses, Inc. (GALA
Choruses) is the world’s only association committed to serving
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered choral movement.

The BGMC has been a proud member of GALA Choruses since our
first season in 2001. Formed in 1982, GALA Chorusesis open to
all GLBT and GLBT-allied choruses and reports 150-plus member
choruses and 7,500 singers. GALA Choruses produces choral
festivals, educational conferences and publications, and facilitates
networking among members. The BGMC has performed at GALA
Festivals in Montreal (2004), Miami (2008) and Denver (2012), and
plans to return to Denver in July 2016.

Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus GALA Fundraiser

Two Season Tickets: Bf’:m

Shea’s Performing Arts Centerm@
2014 - 2015 Broadway Series

Saturday Evening Performance

Drawing to be held June 7, 2014 *Donation: $10/ticket
Winner need not be present < Winner contacted immediately after drawing
Our drawing is in compliance with all rules, regulations and laws

of the State of New York

ARTS CENTER

www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

Rise Up Singing

Ciaran Krueger, Artistic Director

Dear Friends,

| Tonight we bring you some of Broadway’s best music.

| From the classic team of Richard Rodgers and Oscar

| Hammerstein II to the newer dynamic duo of Stephen
Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens, the words and music of
Broadway have become part of our American identity.
They have also acted as powerful tools for shaping hearts
and minds. They fearlessly tackle issues like bullying, racism, and ignorance
head on.

Tonight’s centerpiece is the awesomely inspiring and moving work
“Testimony”, by the American musical icon Stephen Schwartz. You might
recognize his name as the writer of the wildly popular musical “Wicked”, or
perhaps from his earlier successes “Godspell” or “Pippin”

In 2012, the chorus and I traveled to Denver to participate in the GALA
Festival, a gathering of over 6,000 singers that perform and sing for each
other for nearly a week. There we heard the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus
perform “Testimony” in front of an audience of thousands and you could
have heard a pin drop. We knew immediately that it was a piece that needed
to be brought back to Buffalo to perform for our audiences. It has quickly
become an anthem for the GALA movement and we are proud tonight to
present it to you.

“Rise Up Singing” is a testament to the power of music to help us overcome
any obstacle and thrive as we continue to move forward. We are thrilled you
have joined us this evening.

We welcome you to this evening and to our BGMC family!

Yours in Harmony,
Ciaran Krueger

y Men's Chorus
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Please feel free to notify the Chorus of any changes or corrections for future
programs at www.buffalogaymenschorus.org or by letter to the Chorus at 51
Colonial Circle, Buffalo, New York 14222.

The BGMC has “gone green”. Please recycle your concert program if you do
not wish to keep it as a souvenir. You will find collection boxes at the rear of
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Zak Kineke, Baritone
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Jeffrey Strauss, Tenor II

Ciaran
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Artistic
Director
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Tenor Il
Chris .
Reybrouck,
Artie Bass 11
Vanderpool, '
Tenor Il
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Eric Nowak, Baritone

Andy
Newbert,
Baritone
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The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus proudly presents

° ° b4 b
“Rise Up Singing’

Mr. Ciaran Krueger, Artistic Director
Ms. Debi Overton-Niles, Accompanist
Mr. Christopher Hart, Percussion
Mr. Timothy Mroz, Bass

PROGRAM

from The Sound of Music:
Richard Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein II

The Sound of Music Arranged by: Clay Warnick
Do-Re-Mi Arranged by: Rich Cook
Tim Stuff, tenor I
with The Chorus
Edelweiss Arranged by: Rich Cook

Tim Stuff, tenor I
Kevin L. Thompson, tenor I
with The Chorus

Nuns’ Chorus & Climb Ev’ry Mountain  Arranged by: Kathleen McGuire
Cedric “Flip” Taporco, baritone
with The Chorus

from Hairspray:

Music by: Marc Shaiman
Lyrics by: Marc Shaiman & Scott Wittman

Welcome to the 60’ Arranged by: Roger Emerson
I Know Where I've Been Arranged by: Edward Connell
You Can’t Stop the Beat Arranged by: Roger Emerson
Additional Lyrics by Bill Hardy
from Ragtime:
Music by: Stephen Flaherty
Lyrics by: Lynn Ahrens
Make Them Hear You Arranged by: Jeff Funk
Wheels of a Dream Arranged by: John Leavitt
18 www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

I

INTERMISSION

I Don’t Like Showtunes Eric Lane Barnes
William C. Hardy, tenor II
with Small Group Ensemble*

from La Cage aux Folles:
Jerry Herman

Song on the Sand
Kevin L. Thompson, tenor I
Nicholas Becht, tenor IT
I Am What I Am Arranged by: Steve Milloy
from Into the Woods:
Stephen Sondheim
Children Will Listen Arranged by: Tim Sarsany
David Campbell, tenor I
with The Chorus
from Wicked:
Stephen Schwartz
One Short Day Arranged by: Roger Emerson
I’'m Not That Girl Arranged by: Audrey Snyder
Testimony Inspired by the It Gets Better Project

Norm Duttweiler, Mike Rogers, Jeffrey J. Strauss, Joseph Zimmerman,
David Campbell, Gregory L. Ciupak, Cedric “Flip” Taporco
with The Chorus

For Good Arranged by: Alex Rybeck
David Tear, tenor I1 .
with The Chorus

Please join us for a reception immediately following

the Saturday and Sunday performances.

Hers Qo

19




Program Notes

THE SOUND OF MUSIC

Few Broadway shows are as familiar and recognizable as The Sound of
Music. Popularized by the 1965 film starring Julie Andrews, the show
actually first opened on Broadway in 1959 with music written by Rodgers
& Hammerstein. The show follows Maria, a nun in Salzburg, Austria sent
to be the governess of the seven children of a naval captain, Georg von
Trapp. The plot unfolds immediately before the start of World War I, with
Nazi Germany preying on surrounding countries including Austria. When
Captain von Trapp is drafted into the German Navy, he faces a choice:
sacrifice his identity as a proud Austrian and join the Nazis, or resist the
Anschluss and flee.

The Sound of Music reinforces the importance of being true to oneself and to
resist outside forces trying to change that. This is seen in Marid’s character by
her refusal to give in to the Captain’s militaristic upbringing of his children,
and in the Captain’s resistance to the Nazi regime by staying true to his
Austrian heritage. We reflect these themes in the LGBT community every
day, by making the conscious decision to be ourselves and live our lives as
LGBT men and allies despite the pressures by politics and society.

HAIRSPRAY

Composer Marc Shaiman helped turn John Waters’ 1988 campy movie
Hairspray into perfect fodder for a new Broadway musical—teenage angst,
racial integration, a lot of dancing, and a whole lot of hair. Plump heroine
Tracy Turnblad dreams of dancing on the Corny Collins Show, alocal
television dance program, but is upstaged by the prettier, but less talented,
current “It-girl” Amber Von Trussle. Through Tracy’s resilience, she
eventually dances her way onto the show, launches a campaign to integrate
the show, and gains acceptance for all teens of every size, shape, and color.
The songs include 1960s-style dance music and downtown rhythm and
blues. In “Welcome to the Sixties” Tracy helps her agoraphobic mother,
Edna realize the world around her is changing and to let go of her past, and
embrace the rhythm of a brand new day. Motormouth Maybelle, host of
“Negro Day; remembers the long fight for equality in “I Know Where I've
Been” A poignant, powerful, and inspiring ballad reminding us that there is
a struggle we have yet to win, and to sit and do nothing would be a sin. “You
Can’t Stop the Beat;” the shows finale, is a joyous celebration of Tracy

Continued on page 22

20

On their outstanding concert events.

Wishing you continued success!

Congratulations to the

Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus,

Kenneth Rogers, President
Gary Pokras, Sr. Rabbi
Adam Scheldt, Assistant Rabbi
Penny Myers, Cantor
Mark Criden, Executive Director

Susan Goldberg Schwartz,
Director of Lifelong Learning

And the Trustees and Members of
Temple Beth Zion,
Buffalo, New York

www.buffalogaymenschorus.org
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| Continued from page 20

winning the love of heartthrob Link Larkin, and the integration of the
Corny Collins Show. Hairspray opened on August 15, 2002 at the Neil Simon
Theater in NYC and ran for 2,642 performances. The show also won the
2003 Tony Award for Best Musical, and won 8 of the 12 Tony nominations it
was up for.

RAGTIME !

Based on E.L. Doctrow’s novel, Ragtime opened on Broadway in 1998. A Be there as Broadwaycomes B Steve Lippia and the m Celebrate 50 years
riveting tale of families dealing with changing times and ideals at the turn ;’O?SZ‘;'ZW:::&:%‘S_IS ’S‘?r"‘;‘::‘:som‘:s;z 025;"”“ Elfl BOL”dr.J‘"“ZSz:’;‘:

of the 20th century, two of it’s central characters are Coalhouse Walker Jr., a Pops Seus:n' tollowed by B forvilentizwe’s i : gxq'er;:::gmhwi r;t}fn_z
musician turned revolutionary and his young love Sarah. Living in a world the incomparable Ben Vereen Rh%psodyinBlue

where they are unequal because of the color of their skin, they are faced with and stunning Megan Hilty. - andsomtaee

many injustices. Yet when they sing “Wheels of a Dream,” they can’t help
but have hope. Hope for the future of their son, and hope for the future of
their country. When Sarah is tragically killed, Coalhouse becomes militant ; First time
and angry, o.ften resorting to retal.latlon and violence. And when he is at : subscribers save up to 30%
the end of his rope, he instructs his men to ‘go out and tell our story” in the &\ Matthew \§ , on Pops Series
stirring anthem “Make Them Hear You.” He realizes that the best way to ‘ Iorcisolr M

enact change is to be seen and heard; to stop hiding and demand justice. The ' ' -
messages of “Wheels of a Dream” and “Make Them Hear You” can be keenly ‘
felt among the gay community. We need to have hope that the world can Ben
change, and that we can live our best lives until it does. Making our voices Versen
heard and refusing to be silent, we must go out and tell our stories and not
let ourselves be ignored and make the changes happen.

“Children Will Listen” from INTO THE WOODS

Written by Stephen Sondheim for the award-winning fairy tale musical
Into the Woods, “Children Will Listen” serves to warn us that our voices are
always being heard by someone. Children can learn hatred and negativity
from the mouths of adults. We teach them about whom they are and who
they can become. We must be aware that we are being heard. We can teach
hatred, but we can also teach love. We can teach prejudice but we can also
teach acceptance. We can teach self-doubt, but we can also teach self-
celebration. So be aware of what you are putting out into the world because
it doesn’t stop with you. “Careful the things you do, children will see and
learn” ‘

As a subscriber—
be first to purchase tickets to see
Renée Fleming in the Season Opening Gala
onSept. 13.

Steve Lippia

: » Byron Stripling
“I Don’t Like Showtunes

The ever witty and talented Eric Lane Barnes is a writer, composer, singer,
and comedian who has a knack for writing parodies. In 2000 Barnes

Call (716)885-5000 | bpo.org

Continued on page 24 Full season details at bpo.org

22 www.buffalogaymenschorus.org




Continued from page 22 ' MOTHER@iATURE )
plants « bromelaids

formed the vocal ensemble Captain Smartypants, touring the Pacific PLANT EMPORIUM

Northwest and singing with the likes of Kristin Chenowith and Jennifer i accessories

Holliday. In their rip-roaringly funny show, Pantyline, Captain Smartypants % '

sings one of Barnes’ original songs: “I Don’t Like Showtunes.” It is a hilarious cactus

recanting of everything annoying about show tunes put into a song that -

is, itself, a show tune. With a catalog of music tonight stretching all of We Deliver

Broadway’s genres, it seems appropriate to have at least one song tailored for

those of you who don't like Hairspray or Wicked. ' 712 elmwood ave.
881-1575

LA CAGE AUX FOLLES

The Tony Award winning, La Cage aux Folles is one of the longest running
shows on Broadway, and continues to delight audiences who fall in love
with the story of Georges and Albin. Though deeply in love, the couple is
faced with the outside views of loved ones who do not feel as comfortable
explaining the partnership, and that test the bonds of their marriage. In
“Song on the Sand” Georges confesses that no test would ever take away the
feeling of being young and in love with Albin, but for the sake of his son,
they must pretend, but for only a moment. The strong-willed, and proud
Albin responds to Georges with the powerful showstopper “I Am What I
Am” refusing to stand in the shadows. The show is a romantic comedy with a
songbook that reinforces the overall theme of being proud, and surrounding
yourself with those who love you for exactly who you are.

e-mail: jgolombek@ch.ci.buffalo.ny.us

JosepPH GOLOMBEK, JR.
COUNCILMEMBER NORTH DISTRICT

WICKED
Wicked: The Untold Story of Oz, has been noted as one of the most successful ROOM 1302 CITY HALL
Broadway musicals ever produced, breaking records for award nominations, 831-5116 BUFFALO, NY 14202

wins, and box-office proceeds. The Tony Award winning show opened on
Broadway in 2003, and now is a standard for touring companies bringing
the show to theatres across the country. More than two-million people have
seen the captivating musical, and know the before, during, and after story
of Dorothy’s sudden landing in Oz, from the perspective of the witches,
Elphaba and Glinda. In “One Short Day” the once quarrelsome duo Elphaba
and Glinda share one magical, wondrous day exploring the Emerald City
and meeting the wizard. Elphaba finally has the feeling of acceptance and
belonging. However, in “I'm Not That Girl” Elphaba fights an inner mélée ¢
with romantic feelings she is having for Fiyero, a Winkie Prince thought to
be the apt partner for Glinda. It’s a humbling ballad about a struggle we all
face, accepting that true love, may not be well accepted among our peers. “
As we close the show, “For Good” finds Elphaba and Glinda once again
reunited, singing a duet about how their friendship, however strained, has
forever changed each of them for the better.

OVER 75 VARIETIES

Continued on page 32
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Friends of the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus

From our entire BGMC Family a very special and heartfelt thank
you to the Friends of the BGMC. Your generosity allows us to
bring enlightenment, inspiration, healing and harmony to the greater
community and to all of us. We are most grateful to you for adding
your “voice” to ours.

The Friends of the BGMC listed in this program are those who have
contributed between May 1, 2013 and April 30, 2014.

MAESTRO -~ $1,000~ +

William H. Gardner
John P. McCarthy
Timothy H. Mahiques & Ingram Micro, Inc. (Matching Gift)
Victor & Corinne Rice
Ralph Valente & James Simonis
Cynthia Van Ness, honoring Kitty & Cheryl Lambert-Rudd

VIRTUOSO -~ $500 - $999

Douglas Charles & Gary Bienkowski
Christopher S. Derisley
Gregory L. Ciupak
William J. Roof, in loving memory of James J. Murray
Hans Tamberg, honoring Andy Newbert & in memory of James Kuwik

CONDUCTOR - $200 - $499
Anonymous
Thomas R. Alcamo, in memory of my parents
Max & Sheila Casey
Camille Cox & Babs Conant
Molly & Bill Gray
Stanley & David Harvey
John F. Herbert
David Hetherly
Barbara & George Hole, honoring Dennis Stuart
Ronald R. Houk
Kathleen S. Ludwig
Kurtice C. Luther, in memory of Scott Willott
James Mack
Nicholas E. Marchelos
Andy Newbert
Roy Olsen
Roger Parris & Michael Longo,
honoring the marriage of Douglas Jack & Ki Tea Park

~p TS

=

CONDUCTOR ~ $200 - $499 (CONTINUED)
Benjamin Phillips
Rev. John Rex
Christopher P. Reybrouck
Roger Mark Seifert & Dennis C.Stuart, in memory of James J.Murray
Pearl Spoerl

Dr. Lawrence Van Heusen & Mr. Robert A. Scharf, in memory of bisexual

Buffalo State student and friend, 1LT Charles H. Emery Jr.
KIA Sept 28, 1969 US Army
Pam & Ilja Weinrieb, honoring Barbara Wagner
Chris Wolf, in memory of Meg & Bob Wolf
Donald R. Yager, Jr.

SoLolsT - $100-$199

Christopher & Celine Belling

Paul Berglund

Carolann M. Besch, honoring Bill
Gardner

Michael J. Bonilla, in memory of
Larry Greco

E. S. Braniecki

Rev. Charles Deacon

Jim & Mary Fran Derby

Joan M. Doerr

Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Epes,
honoring Barbara Wagner

Marie Evans

Margo V. Glick

Frank & Martha Haveron

Bob & Norma Henderson

John & Lorrie Hunt, were proud
of all of you

Liz & Bob Kolken

Law Office of Lidy Korn

Vera & David Kozak

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Krack

Dr. Richard J. Lee

Donald A. Licht

Dedee & Joel Lippes

Anne Grace & Al Litto, honoring
Dennis Stuart

Sam Maislin, Esq.

Steven & Amy Morgan, honoring
Abram Morgan

Bernard Olszewski

PM]J

James B. Palka

Arthur J. Picogna, in memory of
Arthur E. Neeb

Phyllis Wendt Pierce

Richard W. Price

Bob & Luann Roberts

Gil Schulenberg & Bill Smith

Mark Skesavage, honoring
Dennis Stuart

Paul & Gloria Stuart, honoring
Dennis Stuart

Temple Beth Zion

Jesse Tromanhauser

Urban Valet Cleaners, in memory
of Billy Schwab

Robert Wiechman & John
Nolinaro

Diana Williams-Foster, in memory
of Bobby Williams

B/NIC 27
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SINGER -~

Anonymous

Anonymous, honoring the Wounded
Warriors & in memory of Charlie
Dick

Anonymous, honoring Glenn, Adam,
Lucy & Noah Cohen-Frankel

Anonymous, honoring John Harris

Vickie Agustini, honoring Jim Rigo

James & Connie Bailey, honoring
Christopher Reybrouck

Pamela Benz

Shirley Berglund

Rod & Ginny Bradley, honoring the
BGMC

Barbara & Philip Brogadir

Vicky-Marie J. Brunette

James N. Connelly

Laurie Dann & Thomas Hunt

Marion Dann

Judith Clarke & Alan Dozoretz

Joseph M. Draicchio

Dominic DeFillippo & Adam Peters

Bill Engelbrecht

Linda Facklam

Bill Fay, honoring James Estep

Sarah Finnegan, honoring Nick Allen
Becht

David & Anne Floyd

Front Runners & Walkers

Kathleen Frost

Angela P. Georgi

Dr. Chris A. Kaczmarek

Lynne Giroux

Elizabeth H. Grapes, in memory of
David A. Hewitt

Robert P. Graves

Michele Greco & William Faught

Catherine Greess

NYS Senator Mark Grisanti

Janet Guambana

uPTO $99

Francie & Jerry Hace

Monty Hale & Frank Summit

Cat & Rusty

Peter G. Hart

Orie Hebard

Jack Hogan, honoring Roger Parris
& Mike Longo

Barbara D. Holender

Shirley Hudders

Paula Welch Jack, honoring the
marriage of Douglas Jack & Ki
Tea Park on October 5, 2013

Doanne Jackson, in memory of
Duane B. Copney

Doris Jones

Carol & John Kociela

Ed Koryl

Hope & Dick Kraus

Cherie Kresge

Joan M. Doerr, honoring Russell Link Paul LaDuca

Norma Jean Lamb

John & Jenneth Lane

Dorothy M. Lien, in memory of Mark
Faltyn

Peter McNally

Earl Mahiques, honoring Tim
Mahiques

Richard E. Mallon

Donald A. Martin, honoring Andy
Martin & Tim Crann

Sandy McPherson Carrubba,
honoring Dennis Stuart

Bob & Marion Gibbon, in memory of Margaret Mergenhagen

Delwyn Milander & Mark Meyer,
honoring all who support marriage
equality

Barbara O’Connor

HJ. & A. O’'Hear

Kate & Ken Olena, honoring
Barbara Wagner

John B. Owen

John J. Pelligrini

SINGER ~ UP TO $99 (CONTINUED)

Dennis A. Pines James Sheehan

Jim & Trudy Possinger Curt Steinzor & Elaine Gardner

Thekla Putnam, in memory of John ~ Summer Street Cat Clinic
Pumam, Jr. Hon. Gregory P. Rabb John & Elaine Swaine

Paula Radice Joanne Tamowski

Linda Reznick John & Noreen Visone, in memory of
Kimberly Rowell Jim Murray

Adrienne Roy Valerie L. Wagner, honoring

Joan Roy wonderful music

Rev. William Russell & Mrs. Mary ~ Ron & Peggy Welker, honoring the
Jane Russell men & women serving in our
Rabbi Adam Scheldt Armed Forces
Marsha E. Shapiro & Gregory Pavlov Dr. Gerri Westwood
Michael D. Sharrer Leah Zicari, in memory of Mike
Debbie M. Sheehan, honoring our Maffei, Donna “NOA” Bursie &
past, present & future military Emile Lattimer
members Tim Zimpher
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ONGRATULATIO!

Helping people make educated
decisions when buying or selling a home.




Meet your makers.

=B lFfAll=

Your favorite handcrafted market
just got better with more dates

at Canalside in 2014!

May 17
June 7 & 21
July 5 & 19
August 2 & 9
September 6 & 20
October 4 & 18

Follow SAM: facebook.com/BuffaloSAM Twitter: @BuffaloSatMkt

www.buffalosaturdayartmarket.com
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927 GRANT STREET
#® (716) 873-1174

'

BUFFALO, NY 14207
Fax# (716) 873-1256

introducing the all new

LOUY. ..

published /n%
[y ’
7 8 :A‘ ) N,
MyBuffaloPride
224 Allen Street 768.3238

LLGBT Buffalo’s premier source

for news. views and events

every day, all year long.
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Continued from page 24

“Testimony”

The “It Gets Better Project” began in September 2010, as a response to the
suicides of teenagers who were bullied because they were gay, or because
their peers suspected they were gay. The internet based project is a collection
of videos, letters, and poems contributed by people across the world of all
sexual orientations with one clear, and supportive message: It Gets Better!
More than 50,000 entries, and a host of other similar initiatives across the
world have helped to give those struggling with thoughts of suicide an
alternative; a positive and thoughtful voice affirming that it’s ok to be who
you are. Stephen Schwartz, legendary Broadway composer of the musical
Wicked, among others, composed “Testimony” from submissions to the

“It Gets Better Project,” from both those contemplating suicide, and those
passionately against it. The piece debuted in March of 2012, when sung by
the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus. The breathtakingly poignant piece is
hailed as the “It Get’s Better Anthem” and has been adopted and sung by
choirs across the country in effort to bring awareness of this heart breaking
truth. In “Testimony” we remind you that you’re more loved than you dare
to know, and it gets more than better.

Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc. takes great pride in being the
recording company of choice for the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. Be it
in our state of the art studio in Clarence, or on location in your ventle,
Mark Recording will make you and your ensemble, sound great!

In addition to recording, you can look to us for:

» Transfers from Records (33, 45, 78) and tape (1/4”, cassette) to CD
* CD & DVD Manufacturing ¢ Audition Recordings

¢ VHS to DVD * Complete Art Design

We are Your One Stop Recording Super Store

-/klaﬂs Custom Recording Service, Inc. * 10815 Bodine Road * Clarence, NY
716.759.2600 * www.markcustom.com

Shop at AmazonSmile T
and Amazon will make http://tinyurl.com/

a donation to: BGMC-amazon
The Buffalo Gay Men's Bookmark this link, log in, order your stuff
as usual, and Amazon.com donates $.05 of
the price of eligible items to us! Use it for
ordering supplies at work, too.

amazonsimite

www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

bravo

We enjoy living and working in our communities for the same
reasons you do. That’s why supporting arts organizations is an
important part of our investment in our communities. The arts lift
our spirits and inspire us all in our daily lives.

We are honored to sponsor The Buffalo Gay
Men’s Chorus 2013-2014 season.

go to key.com/community
visit your local branch

KeyBank O—=x

Unlock your possibilities®

©2013 KeyCorp. KeyBank is Member FDIC. Key.com is a federally registered service mark of
KeyCorp. c510894-31315
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The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

Tenor 1

Rob Black

David Campbell +
Peter Cheney *
Norm Duttweiler *
Ron Houk

Mike Rogers *
Hanford Searl, Jr.
Tim Stuff *

Robert J. Szustak
Kevin L. Thompson

Baritone

Leonard Cercone
Gregory L. Ciupak
William H. Gardner
Jeftrey C. Hunt

Zak Kineke *
Vincent Kuntz
Ramén Meléndez
John Morrison
Raymond Neil
Andy Newbert +
Eric Nowak*

Elliot Ogorek*
Christopher Pearson
Joseph Puma

Jim Rigo

Devin Rooney
Woody Sipprell
Dennis C. Stuart
Ron Sutz

Cedric “Flip” Taporco
Ralph Valente*
William K. Wachob
Kevin Woodcock

Tenor 11

Nicholas Becht
Robert M. Egan *
Joseph Grieco
William C. Hardy *
Nelson Alan Neels
Roger Parris +
Mark J. Peszko

Jim Simonis

Jeftrey J. Strauss
David Tear *

Artie B. Vanderpool

Bass 11

Pierre Albrecht-Carrié
Jack Ashwood

Pete Bleckinger

Steve Bukowski

Gerry Frenette

Randy Kozlowski *
Timothy H. Mahiques
L. Martin Palcic
Christopher P. Reybrouck *
Brian Rotach +
Michael A. Smyntek
Donald Yager

Joseph Zimmerman

+ Indicates Section Leader

* Indicates Small Group Ensemble

Non-Singing Members
Travis Ballard

David Batt

Scott Carr

Jaime Goldfuss

Susan C. Gruttadauria
Michael Shanahan
Scott Nachbar

Mark Mancuso

Marge Maloney

Mike Longo

Cynthia Van Ness
Larry Van Heusen
Jason Ward

Silent Member

Danny Winter aka Vicky Vouge
1934-2012

Michael P. Gillis
1955-2013

Artistic Director
Ciaran Krueger

Accompanist
Debi Overton-Niles

Director of Business and
Communications
Christopher P. Reybrouck

Treasurer
Christopher Pearson

Interpreter for the
Hearing Impaired
Cat Hardesty

Archivist
Chuck Alaimo

www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

House Manager
Colleen Neumann

Ticket Sales and Box Office
Susan C. Gruttadauria

Librarian
William Gardner

Board of Directors

Gregory L. Ciupak, President
Robert J. Szustak, Vice President
Cynthia Van Ness, Secretary
Leonard Cercone

Susan C. Gruttadauria

Timothy H. Mahiques

Mark Mancuso

James Rigo

Donald Yager

Production Committee
Eric Nowak, Chair

Steve Bukowski

Gregory Ciupak

Robert M. Egan

Joseph Greico

Timothy H. Mahiques
Johnny Mora

Colleen Neumann
Christopher P. Reybrouck
Jim Simonis

Tim Stuff

Kevin L. Thompson

Artie B. Vanderpool
Jason Ward

Donald Yager

Musicians
Christopher Hart, Percussion
Timothy Mroz, Bass

Jonathon Rizzo, Pre-Concert Music
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Aeccrd ecnnning Kealtors

The Maxian Culeton Team
at HUNT Real Estate ERA

Jennifer Maxian - Associate Real Lstate Broker
710) 9406112
Jenmiter.maxian@huntrealestate com

Michacel Culeton - Real Estate Salesperson
direct; (313) 402-0208
michacleuleton@huntrealestate com

5570 Mam Street
Williamsville. NY 14221

oftice: (710) 633:0300 @

www, WeSellV/ y REALTO

Since 1911

www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

About the Artistic Director

Ciaran Krueger is a native of Buffalo and a veteran of
the concert hall and stage. He has a familiarity in a wide
range of repertoire in everything from classical to gospel
to musical theatre. Krueger’s musical career began at age
six when he joined St. Paul’s Cathedral Men and Boys
choir under the direction of Bruce Neswick. Since then,
he has been involved in music constantly. Mr. Krueger

' ' holds a Master’s of Music in Choral Conducting under
the instruction of Harold Rosenbaum at the University of Buffalo. In 2011,
Mr. Krueger joined the BGMC as the organization’s second Artistic Director.
He is currently the Music Director at St. James UCC in Hamburg and an
area music teacher. Mr. Krueger lives in the Town of Tonawanda with his
wife, Lisa and their two beautiful daughters, Caoimhe and Maisie Joy.

About the Accompanist

A native of North Carolina, Debi Overton-Niles
(Accompanist/Conductor), has held positions as
coach/accompanist at the University of Texas at Austin
and served as Director of the Chamber Music Program at
The New School of Music in Philadelphia. For many years
she was active at the Summer Music Festival in Aspen,
Colorado. As the coach/accompanist for the Choral
Department in Aspen, she served as assistant to noted
conductor Fiora Contino. She has assisted in preparing
choruses and soloists for such conductors as Tamara
Brooks, John Nelson, Robert Shaw and Sergei Commissiona. Additionally, she
has coached with coach/accompanists David Garvey, John Wustman, Brooks
Smith, Dalton Baldwin, and the local master, Livingston Gearhart.

Ms. Overton-Niles has accompanied Master Classes for Luciano Pavarotti,
Phyllis Curtin, Jessye Norman, Leontyne Price and Sylvia McNair. She has
accompanied the regional Metropolitan Opera auditions in Greensboro, NC;
Atlanta, GA; Philadelphia, PA; and New York City.

Debi is a past chair of the Music Commission of the WNY Episcopal
Diocese and has served on the board of the WNY chapter of the American
Guild of Organists. In addition, she enjoys guest conducting, accompanying
and both coaching with singers and instrumentalists. In November of 2007,
Debi was most privileged to be the musical director and conductor for the
WNY premiere performance of Leonard Bernstein’s extraordinary and
innovative MASS.
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About the Accompanist (Continued)

After having served for 18 years as the Director of Music Ministries at
Calvary Episcopal Church in Williamsville, Debi is thrilled to currently
be the Minister of Music at The Church of The Good Shepherd in North
Buffalo, NY.

After having enjoyed the position of accompanist for the Buffalo Gay Men’s
Chorus from its inception in 2001 until 2010, she is pleased to once again be
a part of this important and thriving organization in WNY. Together for 14
years, she and her partner, Kathleen Bryce Niles, were married in November
2011 and share their lives with their feisty and lovable dogs Lucy, Maddie
and Sophi, and their adorable and regal cats, Daphne and Walter (Dr. Walter
Overton).

The Baffalo (Gay Men’s Chorus

Come Join Us in Song

The BGMC thanks all its members, volunteers, and
audiences, past, present and future. We also extend to
the entire Western New York Community an invitation to
join our organization as either a volunteer or singer. We
welcome new singers with open arms. As always, we
welcome any man, gay or straight, who wishes not only
to sing, but to join our mission to seek through song to
enlighten as well as to entertain. Auditions for our 14th
season will take place Monday, August 25 at 6 pm or
Tuesday, August 26, 2014 at 6 pm at St. John’s Grace, 51
Colonial Circle, Buffalo, NY 14222. Please email info@
buffalogaymenschorus.org for more information and

to schedule an audition. Rehearsals begin at 7 pm on
Tuesday, August 26, 2014,

www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

Thanks for
giving us the
song and dance.
When it comes to winning
over crowds, no one does
it better than the
Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus.
We're proud to support their
efforts and hope they continue

to shine.

)

TUXEDO

JUNCTIONS

BGMC ALWAYS
FANTASTIC

Upstate New York
Mankind Project
Travis Ballard
UNYMKP Board
At Large Representative

Proud sponsors of
the BGMC




The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

At end of 1999, the vision for a Gay Men’s Chorus in Buffalo was conceived.
Guided by Roger Parris, a vigorous group of men explored this concept
thoroughly. With the support and success of the Rochester Gay Men’s
Chorus behind them, these men decided that it was time for Buffalo to join
the growing list of LGBT choruses all over the world.

After 15 months of intense work, a Steering Committee had written by-
laws, filed papers of incorporation, raised seed money, written a mission
statement and elected officers. After a thorough search, Barbara Wagner
was asked to be the Founding Artistic Director and would join the ranks
of only two female conductors of Gay Men’s Choruses. Wagner, in turn,
requested that Debi Overton-Niles be invited to serve as the Founding
Accompanist.

The first auditions were held in May 2001, and rehearsals were to begin on
September 11, 2001, a day of infamy in our nation. The men and Wagner
held hands that first rehearsal and sang- “from you | receive, to you | give,
together we share and from this we live.” We also learned “How Can|

Keep From Singing” and began forging the bonds that still hold us together
today. “How Can | Keep From Singing” became our theme song and was the
very first music our first audience heard as the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
processed down the aisles of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo.

Our February 2002 inaugural concert, “Music From the Heart”, set the tone
for our future. The energy that surrounded the BGMC that night validated
the reality of our beloved chorus, and the bonds we formed continue to
remain strong. The audience that first night was huge- the church was filled,
chairs lined the aisles and sadly, people had to be turned away at the door.
Our audiences continue to be large and diverse, and we now sing three
performances in each concert serjes.

We have been the gracious recipients of many awards, including three
awards from Artvoice’s “Best in Buffalo” which elected us as “Best Chorus”
and the prestigious Buffalo and Erie County Arts Council Award for
exceptional contributions to the arts and cultural community in Western
New York. The BGMC has also been a recipient of community service
awards from AIDS Community Services, and has been recognized by the
Empire State Pride Agenda in 2005 with the ESPA Award for Community
Service for the “excellence of their music and their dedication to the
community” We have also had the tremendous honor of performing with
the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra twice, once in 2004 and again in 2006
under the direction of Joann Faletta. We have also performed on the Ars
Nova “Viva Vivaldi” series, by the request of Marylouise Nanna.

Continued on page 42

: Hamlin House

James Mack - Lic. Réalf;Estété A;S':S‘O(‘i;‘!'B‘I‘le‘I“
(716) 743-6588 - jmack@gurﬁéyrealestaté;com'

estauvurant

Great Food & History

Monday Thru Friday 11-3
Dinners Fridays only 4.9
Sunday Breakfast 9-1
716-885-8084

432 Franklin St.
DBuflalo, NY 14202

40 www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

1
BGMC: One of |

Buffalo’s Jewels
2
U.A. GROUP TRUST

Buffalo e Detroit Locations

Principal Partners:
Travis Ballard e Jeremy G. Dunn

L
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Continued from page 40

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus (Continued)

MAJOR PERFORMANCES

May, 2014 Rise Up Singing
In December 2008, the BGMC presented its first series of holiday concerts, December, 2013 Om; Favorite Things
. “ . » May, 2013 We've Got Rhythm
entitled “Hope for the Holidays” There were three totally sold out
. i o December, 2012 Cool Yule
performances, and it has become a holiday tradition for the Western New Julv. 2012 GALA Festival of Choruses, Denver
York Community, including being offered the opportunity to sing each year J:jr?é, 2012 We Tell the Story ’

at the lighting of the Albright Knox Christmas Tree.

At the end of the 2010-2011 season, Founding Artistic Director Barbara

March, 2012
December, 2011

One Night Only
Make the Yuletide Gay

Wagner retired from her position as Artistic Director of the BGMC, and June, 2011 Live Out Loud

turned her baton over to our organizations second Artistic Director, Mr. December, 2010 Sounds of the Season
Ciaran Krueger. Since the Fall of 2011, Mr. Krueger has led the chorus June, 2010 Once Upon a Time

to new heights with growing audiences, new musical adventures, and December, 2009 Joyful and Triumphant
dedicated musicianship. June, 2009 BGMC on Vacation

Corner of Bird Ave.
Pick Up oxr Deliverny

HOURS: OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Sunday-Thursday 10 am - 12 pPmMm
Friday & Saturday 10am -1 am

March, 2009
December, 2008

February, 2002

The Land Where the Good Songs Go
Hope for the Holidays

July, 2008 GALA Festival of Choruses, Miami
June, 2008 Connections
January, 2008 The Proud and the Passionate
June, 2007 Colors of Our Lives
January, 2007 Celebrate
June, 2006 Let us Entertain You
January, 2006 A Winter's Tale
June, 2005 Fearless
/ January, 2005 Brothers in Song
y July, 2004 GALA Festival of Choruses, Montreal
LT & June, 2004 Singing With Pride
= o . - January, 2004 If Music Be the Food of Love, Play On
3 _!, H EENEWOODY June, 2003 Songs of Freedom
= January, 2003 Of Sweet Harmony
1065 Elmwood Ave. June, 2002 Sounds of Summer

Music from the Heart

' Makes One Weak?™"

VILARDO PRINTING

Tharte, yoiwe BGMEG for< another:
gearof b eam(f%’(l nuesce!
326 Connecticut Street, Buffalo, NY 14213

..............

E: vilardoprinting@aol.com

.................................

P:716.884.2892 F.716.884.0492

www.vilardoprinting.com

.
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STt G

An Inclusive Communlty of Faith and C ompassion

in the Elmwood V Illage

51 Colonial Cirde  §85-11 12 wwrw, st]cb}msgrace.com

ON ELMWOOD

1OJ£LMWQMELUE/§&%LL
Buffalo Niagara Youth Chorus '

. John Fleischman, Ir.; music director

~ 2013 - 2014 SEASON ~

“MERITAGE AND MOZART"

WINE-ART-SONG
SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2014
PURCHASE TiCKeTS AT: BUFFALOMASTERCHORALE.ORG

BUFFALO NIAGARA SYMPHONY OF CHOIRS
Featuring the Buffalo Master Chorale, Harmonia,
St. Joseph Catheadral Choir, 5t Louis RC. Church Choir
Saturday, June 14, 2014 - St Joseph Cathedral ~ 7:30pM

TICKET INFO: BUFFALOMASTERCHORALE. ORG~“LIKE" Us ON FACEBOOK

~ 2014 - 2015 SEASON HIGHLIGHTS ~
MOZART IN BUFFALO
BUFFALO MASTER CHORALE FAMILY CHRISTMAS
ALL AMERICAN MOSAIC - FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN MUsic
SYMPHONY OF CHOIRS: PEACE 15 EVERy Voice

buffc:!omasterchorc:le

Doreen Rao,’ music d/rector
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Buffalo, NY 14222
{716) 885-2136

The UUCB s proud to support the BGMC
"Where you got your start!"

Congratulations men
on how far you've come!

Rev. Margret A. O'Neall
Interim Minister

Soctal action supported and pealized

Premier Wine & Spirits Premier Gourmet
3900 Maple Road 3904 Maple Road
Amherst, NY 14226 Ambherst, NY 14226
716.873.6688 716.877.3574
winedeals.com premiergourmet.com
Enjoy the wine...and the savings! Great adventures in every bite!
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‘KORONA JEWE

Since 1900

HARMONIA

2014 Concert Season
EcHOES OF THE PRESENT

The music of living composers and arrangers

Music of DesJardins, Gjeilo, Mallonée, Kryszak, Paulus, Stroope, Whitacre, and niore
Harmonia will present three world premieres!
Friday, May 16, 8:00 pm
St. Joseph University Church
3269 Main St, Buffalo
Sunday, May 18, 7:00 pm
Burchfield Penney Art Center
1300 Elmwood Ave, Buffalo

SYMPHONY OF CHOIRS
Buffalo Master Chorale hosts this 2nd annual showcase of vocal ensembles
Saturday, June 14, 7:00 pm

St. Joseph Cathedral
50 Franklin St, Buffalo

www.HarmoniaCS.org

Pressed shirts &
free delivery,
custom tailoring &
fixing loose strings,
these are a few of
our favorite things!

, ,@ olvin &
716-873-2952 leaners

www.colvincleaners.com  SEnEaii wedo it green ]

Toiday, June 22 A Gop
Sundoy, Jure ZHh it 250pp

and

Mg"\f of fbe LMY\S Dead
' by Todd Goodman

Friday Sept. 26th 8pm
Saturday Sept.27th 8pm

The Liviera Theitre
N6 672 243

www.nickelcityoperaco.com
www.rivieratheatre.org

10% Off Dinner 2290 Delaware Avenue

Buffalo, New York 14216

or
- 31.00 Off phone (716) 875-1000
S Sems? ™S | Lunch Buffet | fax (716) 875-1001
www.TajGrill.net

ith this Ad

Taj Grill
Dine-in - Carry-out
Conference Room

Party Room
Catering Services Available

Open 7 Days

Lunch Buffet 1 1:30am-2:30pm
Dinner 4:30pm-1 0:00pm
Dinner Buffet on Tuesdays
4:30pn1-9:30pm
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WES P Chevrolet of Hamburg

~Ew YORK

Serving both the Southtowns and Northtowns
with 20 New Brands!
We carry over 1,200 Used Vehicles

FINDNEWROADS A

and have over 32 Lending Institutions. Jon Tedesco

I'monlya...

westherr.com

itedesco®@westherr.com

CLICK

CALL
(716)649'7800 Office
(718) 553“8565 Cell
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www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

NETWORK

Providing Psychotherapy Services to
Western New York

www.bhnet.org

BehaviorallHealthcare

Effortless
entertaining

a menu that’s perfect. Choose from a wide
variety of delicious options: casual finger
foods, beautifully arranged party platters,
even complete meals for special events.

relax at your own party.

2L

Whatever the occasion, we can help you create

Give us a call for holidays, birthdays, business
luncheons or formal occasions, and you can

helping you make great meals easy

H®ME

Housing Opportunities Made Equal
www.homeny.org

Applauds the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
for entertaining & enlightening our community.

HOME: Creating Strong Diverse Communities!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BGMC ON
A GREAT CONCERT SERIES

Please bring in your ticket stub from any BGMC concert and
receive 10% off your total purchase

* Extensive Variety of Domestic and Imported Wines
and Liquors

* Friendly and Knowledgeable Staff

* Locally Owned and Operated

* Tastings Every Friday from 4 pm to 7 pm

Hours Of Operation:
Monday Through Wednesday: 10 am to 9 pm
Thursday Through Saturday: 10 am to 10 pm
Sunday: 12 pm to 6 pm

We are located at 2132 Delaware Avenue in the Marshalls
Plaza on the corner of Delaware and Great Arrow Avenue

716-875-2585

www.greatarrow-wine.com

Wayne Riggs Randy Kozlowski
Owner/Operator Manager/Bass ||
- 2
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We Understand Your Unique Health Needs

206 South Elmwood Avenue (at West Chippewa)
Buffalo, New York 14202
Phone: 716-541-0656 / Fax: 716-541-0661

B LEADER
= LGBT HEALTHCARE
s EQUALITY

MEALTHCARE EQUALITY INOEX

',,phﬂl'fﬂ;?(“-},’JT("/P!‘{’,FP(’H

All revenues generated by the pharmacy are dedicated to supporting the programs
and services of the Evergreen Association, an LGBT based not-for-profit collaborative.

The W0 Goy Mens Crons
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we all succeed.

At M&T Bank, we know how important it is to support those
organizations that make our communities better places to live
and work. That’s why we offer both our time and resources and

encourage others to do the same.

X M&T Bank

Understanding what's important®

tenoer mth.com ©2013 M&T Bank. Member FDIC.

i
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Open Auditions
Monday & Tuesday, August 25 & 26, 2014 @ 6 p.m.
Monday & Tuesday, January 19 & 20, 2015 @ 6 p.m

vl nfoidbuffalogsymenschorus org for more informuition on awditions

Semi-Annual BGMC Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Sunday, October 5, 2014 from 3 p.m. - 9 p.m., Boomerangs Bar & Grill, Buffalo
Sunday, April 12, 2015 from 3 p.m. - 9 p.m., Boomerangs Bar & Grill, Buffalo

Merry and Bright

Friday, December 5, 2014 @ 8 p.m., Riviera Theatre, North Tonawanda
Saturday, December 6, 2014 @ 8 p.m., Temple Beth Zion, Buffalo
Sunday, December 7, 2014 @ 3 p.m,, St. Paul's Cathedral, Buffalo

BGMC Annual Cabaret Fundraiser
Saturday, February 21, 2015 @ 8 p.m., Hamlin House, Buffalo

DIVAS!

Friday, May 15, 2015 @ 8 p.m., Westminster Presbyterian Church, Buffalo
Saturday, May 16, 2015 @ 8 p.m., Riviera Theatre, North Tonawanda
Sunday, May 17, 2015 @ 3 p.m., North Presbyterian Church, Williamsville

facebook

facebook.com/buffalogaymenschorus  @TheBGMC

The Men’s Chorus

www.BuffaloGayMensChorus.org

icke s can be purchased on our w

716-883-1277
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You belong here.

Your meaningful suburban lifestyle awaits inside a newly
renovated, smoke-free mid-rise, neighbored by parks,
churches and all the shops you need. Enjoy this, and more,
all in an affordable package.

3735 Delaware Avenue a'\

Kenmore, New York 14217 x; KEN TON
WWW.PSCWNY.org ”” PRESBYTERIAN VILLAGE
Phone: 716-874-6070 HUD Subsidized Independent Living
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