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Reading a book like TM MAN WITH THE CANBI is somewhat like
playing Russian roulette* lou keep thinking that the next chapter
is going to be the loaded one. Loaded with links between murder and
homo? xaali tj , loaded with "parallels" between gay sox acts and
homocida! tendencies, loaded with "psychological evidence" showing
a tendency for homosexuality to inherently include violent derange-ments, etc. etc. etc. lou just know It? s coming any page now.When I finished the book and put it down what I felt first was
a s >f relief that It wasn't at all what I was expecting and
dreading,, Only then could I consider what in fact it was. lad no
doubt my evaluation of it now is still somewhat affected by raygreat relief about what it wasn't.

Be that as it may, I cai iat help saying that author Olsen did
a fine job of crime reporting on the Houston murders and THE MAS WITHTHE CANDX is an outstanding ssponslble restrained jour-nalism. Truman Capote he is not, and this is to the good of his

k. Though it' is written in a narrative style it is relativelyfree of embellishments to sensationalize it. Olsen had the sense toknow that the horror of what happened in Houston needed no dramati-ion to heighten its impact. He held a .right rein on Ms
rriptive language as he recounted the exumation of twenty-seven

adolescent male bodies in various stages of decomposition. THS MAMMITE TM GMDI unfolds all the more chillingly for the readerbecause he isn't battered insensate with gory details. He is in
that way required to "-see it through his own eyes" and what he sees
couldn't anyway be more devastating.

The book concerns itself mch more with an investigation of the
living boys than it does with descriptions of them dead. It is here
unfortunately that the book is lacking. Jack Olsen is not a
sociologist and in attempting to be one he mitigated the ultimate
value of THE .MAM WITH THE GJO©X. Long before he has gotten to the
subject of the murdered boys he has clearly indicted the city of
Houston for their death. Describing it as "a place where strange
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weeds grow" (one wonders how that ever failed to be deleted from the
manuscript) he portrays the entire municipality as a kind of crazed
unit, its members either entirely compelled by crass comercialism
or beaten into total apathy because they're not. The point he
seems to want to make, and obviously cannot, is that it could only
have happened where it did and not anywhere else. Then in the
conclusion of the book he compounds his ill-begotten theory by
throwing in another villian- "the times in which we live" (a quote
by one of the parents of a victim)..

We can forgive Olsen for his amateur sociology because it only
hurts the book a little bit and it doesn't encompass the feared
connection between homosezuality and homicide.. Actually THE MANWITH THE CANDY says little at all about homosexuals. Dean Corll
definitely was gay, but his accomplices, Elmer Wayne Henly and
David Brooks, probably weren't. They were hustlers and it's never
clear what their relationships were with either C orll or the boys
they murdered. Henly is shown to have done much of the procuring,
but the bock gives the impression that of the three murders it
was likely that Brooks was the initiator of what happened. He had
a strong influence on Corll and maintained a hold over him during
the entire time of their association.

About homosexuality per se the book says little at all except
in the last chapter which beginsj "For a time, there was a new out—spokenness against homosexuals, as though homosexuality were an
early phase of the dread disorder that consumed Dean Corll."
And of Corll himself Olsen says no one is harder to learn the truth
about than a murdered murderer.

Writing THE MAN WITH THE CANDI could not have been an easy *' *task. Beyond the facts there was so little to relate. It's a
credit to Jack Olsen that he held tightly to his reins and told the
story of what happened with such clarity and objectivity. He must
have known how little commercial value there was in doing it that
way.

It's good reading, but it's neither lurid nor titillating. Ifthat's what you're looking for you'd better look someplace else.
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From theMailbag
Editor;

AUentown is a colorful, charming and weird neighborhood that pro-
vides an open atmosphere, in this city where artists, musicians, gays
and other minorities often feel uncomfortable. It Is important that
the spirit of Allentown continues to grow and becomes as refreshing as
the small shops and lovely homes 0

I operate Sayzaar's a fashi.oiiable shoe store or; Allen.
There have been sane problems with individual gay men and I would like
an opportunity to comomnicate with the gay coimrnuiity* Firstly, I am
straight but far from Ignorant of the scene, having lived in Sari
Francisco. 1 stayed with gay relatives at first and later worked with
designers, who were basically either sublime women or gay men. The:
exists an area of vicious vibes in the gay subculture which raanj
straights are not aware of. I have been subjected to gays trying to
turn my head around and while being remote from ers ,s . ~having to cope "with heavy trips• Real people act cool only when they -re
forced to tolerate and shine- on.

I've been hassled bj gays loitering,, making obscene
phone calls and getting cozy shopping for underwear. I work
Sayzaar's to enjoy myself and provide superb merchandise axid service
for all customers* The store has been renovated entirely, and thanks
to plants and dried flowers it Is comfortable o Must I play the block-
headed straight in order to have seme peace? Some of the older gays
are somewhat nervous selecting underwear and naturally if the salesman
is uptight these men are deprived of a pleasant experience shopping
on Allen.

Being unwilling to suffer obnoxious people I insist i| • sert in
amount of dignity for Allentown as well as myself, Sayßaar ? s Bootique
is a business and will be conducted on as friendly a basis as possible.
But erasing with this clerk cannot be condoned . I feel propositioning
a total stranger Is poor manners, and anyone intentionally heavy on ray
head will be asked to leave immediately* (Cynics take notes this
writer is not a repressed or latent homosexual.)

There is not and will not be "an oppressive atmosphere at Sayzaar's.
It is my hope that everyone will be free to be themselves in the
tradition of our Allentown.

Thank you,
Joseph Territo
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