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CONGRATULATIONS
AND THANK YOU

LN
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FORA5YEARS OF
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC

from your friends at

% Evergreen Health Services
Help for Today. Hope for Tomorrow.

www.EvergreenHS.org

B/MC

GIVE THE GIFT OF THEATRE
) MAIN THEAIRE |

B> JOSEPH'S GOSPEL

The story of]oseph ofBethlehem, his betrothal to
Mary, and the birth oftheirﬁrst sonfrom a dad’s

uniquely humorous point of view.

December 17 - 20
2015-2016 fFREY SEASON

WIESENTHAL FRENTES)

A TRUE STORY BASED ON

T OF 2 .
AR DD RS AUV ESEN LD A Produced by MusicalFare Theatre

March 17 - 20 April 7 - 24
ALl MACGRAW RYAN O’NEAL

LOVE EET ITERS

o A.R. GURNEY oecreo sv GREGORY MOSHER

May 11 - 22
L SHEA'S SMITH [HEAIRE |

6t NEVER #2#4TUBE T0P
D) UNEAAS while RjDiNG 2 mechanical BJ| |

March 1 -6

Holiday Gift Certificates
can be redeemed for shows at the 710 Main Theatre,
Shea’s Smith Theatre & Shea’s Buffalo Theatre

Available at www.sheas.org or Shea’s Box Office

~ Tickets Call 1-800-745-3000, www.ticketmaster.com, or at Shea's

Box Office. Groups (10+), call 716-829-1153. SHEA 7 1 O
]
M Main
. Thea

www.sheas.org/710main
Shows, dales, times, prices. ortists subject to change.




- COUNTY OF ERIE - STATE OF NEW YORK —

-OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE-
- EXECUTIVE PROCLAMATION -

WHEREAS, the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus has been singing with pride for
fifteen years, providing gay and bisexual men a voice in Erie County culture; and

WHEREAS, the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus has performed numerous local
concerts covering every major venue in Erie County, including two performances
at Kleinhans Music Hall with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra; and

WHEREAS, the Buffalo Gay Men'’s Chorus has received numerous awards and
other honors for their deft musicality and vocal prowess; and

WHEREAS, the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus has helped raise funds for many
worthy organizations by performing benefit concerts; and

WHEREAS, the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus will be holding a concert series
entitled, “Believe”, on December 11, 12" and 13%, 2015.

NOW THEREFORE, I am proud to hereby congratulate the Buffalo Gay Men’s
Chorus on this, the occasion of their “Believe” concert series.

Given under my hand and the Privy Seal of the

County of Erie, State of New York in the City of
Buffalo this fourteenth day of November in the

year two thousand and fifteen.

County of Erie, State of New York

WoreCF nengs

Mark C. Poloncarz, Eric County Executive

buffalogaymenschorus.org

The Bgffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

Office;

51 Colonial Circle
Buffalo, New York 14222
716.883.1277
buffalogaymenschorus.org
info@buffalogaymenschorus.org

A NEW YORK NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION

Our Mission

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus is dedicated
to producing vocal music of high quality in
the rich tradition of men’s choral singing.

We seek through song not only to entertain,
but to enlighten.

We sing to create harmony as we celebrate
pride in the community and in ourselves.




CITY OF BUFFALO

BYRON W. BROWN
MAYOR

December, 2015

Dear Members and Supporters of the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus:

Greetings and salutations to the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus on the
occasion of your 15" season of holiday song!

We send warm wishes on behalf of the City of Buffalo as you present
“Believe” at the Riviera Theater on Friday, December 11", at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church on Saturday, December 12" and at the Unitarian Universalist
Church on Sunday, December 13",

Your continued success under the direction of Artistic Director Garrett F.
Martin represents all that is best about the arts in our region: beauty, harmony
and excellence.

While we listen to your “vocal music of high quality in the rich tradition of
men’s choral singing.” we know your sounds are the fruit of hard work and many
rehearsal hours.

Congratulations on the positive impact you have on our community and
region and continued best wishes as you enlighten and entertain in our “City of
Good Neighbors!”

Sincerely

Byron W. Brown
Mayor

65 NIAGAA SQUARE /200 CITY HALL / BUFFALO,NY 14202-3302 / (716) 8314831 / FAN: (T16) 851-4360 / wwawcuy-butfalo com

buffalogaymenschorus.org

BELIEVE

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus Holiday Concert
“Believe” I am excited you decided to join us for what has
become Buffalos Best Holiday tradition. The men are excited
to deliver a concert that will not only entertain, but hopefully
enlighten under the direction of our new Artistic Director,
Garrett E Martin. We are very fortunate to have Garrett join our family as well as
Accompanist Abigail Rockwood-Puehn.

I am honored to be a part of such an amazing organization, filled with
remarkable men and women. Fifteen years ago a group of people came together
because they believed a gay men’s chorus in Buffalo was needed. It was through
their belief that music could win the hearts and minds of others, that the Buffalo
Gay Men's Chorus was founded. Throughout the past fifteen years we have
gained so many friends and allies. We are thankful for the continued support of
you, our audience, who shares our belief that every person matters regardless of
whom they love.

“Believe” brings me back to the naivety of childhood when Christmas was
magical and mysterious, a snowman could magically come to life, a reindeer
with a red nose could fly, and a jolly fat man in red could visit every child in

one night. The belief that anything could happen if you just wished, hoped, and
dreamed hard enough, if you just believed. It is through that lens that I invite you
sit back, relax, and enjoy the music being presented tonight.

Thank you for choosing the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus to be part of your holiday
tradition. I wish to you and your family the Happiest of Holidays!

Peace and Love,

/7

Robert M. Egan
President, Buffalo Gay Mens Chorus
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BUFFALO GAY MENS CHORUS INC

Take this relerral form to a participating H&R Block office and give it to your tax
professional. To find your nearest H&R Block office, go to hrblock com.

If you're a new client, our organization will receive $20.

Feel good knowing you helped our organization raise money and you received
exceptional tax preparation service.

Nonprofit ID - for H&R Block office use hrblockreferrals.com

40010001083253
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T’? WSACTION SCRITH

H&R BLOCK
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May 1or cobvery of chack. Offor nsy 1ot be combined with atry ot 1etenral fogran coupon o7 discount offer < 2015 HLR Block Seraces. Ing
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BELIEVE

# Dear Friends,

| In what do we believe? What beliefs have remained with
| us through the years and what beliefs have fallen off?

| Santa Claus? The Tooth Fairy? The Spirit of the holidays?
My beliefs have certainly been put through the fire as

| 1 grew from adolescence into adulthood and continue

| to change as I learn more about people and society. But

i there are still constants: kindness, the human spirit,
charlty good will, a Higher Being and a Divine Spirit.

As a child, there is a magic and sense of awe around this season. Where did
that magic lose its spark? My hope is that the men you see in front of you
tonight will transport you to another place and time. A time where things
may have been easier or simpler. A time where you believed in the magic of
the season. A time where kindness and good will ruled supreme.

The BGMC extends a warm welcome to all who have chosen for the first
time to make us part of your holiday traditions; we welcome back those
friends who are rejoining us this year to kick-off their holiday. Welcome to
Believe and to our family.

/ith Warmest Regards,

arrett F. Martin
Artistic Diréctor

The %g,lffa!o Gay Men’s Chorus




Our Friday Hosts
Our Saturday Hosts

Our Sunday Hosts

House Manager
Advertising

Graphic Designer

Chorus Photographer
Program Coordinator
Program Design and Layout

Archival Recording Producer

Rehearsal Recordings

Receptions Coordinator

The Riviera Theatre
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

Unitarian Universalist Church of
Buffalo

Christopher Pearson

Timothy H. Mahiques

John Carocci

Lori Joyce, Lori Joyce Photography
Christopher P. Reybrouck

Robin Johnson, Vilardo Printing

Mark Morrette, Mark Custom
Recording Service, Inc.

Roger Parris

Marge Maloney

Please feel free to notify the Chorus of any changes or corrections for future
programs at www.buffalogaymenschorus.org or by letter to the Chorus at 51
Colonial Circle, Buffalo, New York 14222. '

The BGMC has “gone green”. Please recycle your concert program if you do
not wish to keep it as a souvenir. You will find collection boxes at the rear of

the concert hall. Thank you.

buffalogaymenschorus.org
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www.BuffaloGayMensChorus.org
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716-883-1277

51 COLOKIAL CIRCLE, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14222

We are more than Western New York’s premier
choral ensemble, we offer you an experience.

Our mission is to celebrate pride in the community
and in ourselves, as we seek through song not only
to entertain, but to enlighten.

Join in our experience. Auditions held on:
Tuesday, January 19, 2016 @ 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 @ 6:00 p.m.
St John's Grace Episcopal Church, 51 Colonial Circle, Bu.ﬂ‘ulu. NY 14222
Auditions are open to all men age 18 and up.
A prepared audition picce is NOT required.

If you're unable to audition, please email
info@buffalogaymenschorus.ory to set up an allernate time.

BIMC
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BGMC Member
Tenor II

MARK J. PESZKO

Attorney At Law

THE GENERAL PRACTICE OF LAW
MEETING THE UNIQUE NEEDS
OF OUR COMMUNITY

Wills ¢ Trusts ¢ Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration ¢ Guardianships
Medicaid Planning and Applications

515 Brisbane Building ¢ Buffalo, NY 14203
Telephone: (716) 855-1921
Email; mjpeszko@aol.com
www.peszkolaw.com

10 buffalogaymenschorus.org
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Jewelers
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The Buffalo
Gay Men’s
Chorus.

JEWELERS

297-2210

firthjewelers.com

Niagara Falls « New York

5 29,5\ "

More Than You Can Imagine!

“Changing Our
World Through
Song”.....

. e

CHORUSES

..... the motto of
GALA Choruses.

The Gay And Lesbian
Association of Choruses,
Inc. (GALA Choruses) is
the world’s only association
committed to serving

the lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgendered choral
movement.

The BGMC has been a proud
member of GALA Choruses
since our first season in 2001.
Formed in 1982, GALA
Choruses is open to all GLBT
and GLBT-allied choruses
and reports 150-plus member
choruses and 7,500 singers.
GALA Choruses produces
choral festivals, educational
conferences and publications,
and facilitates networking
among members. The BGMC
has performed at GALA
Festivals in Montreal (2004),
Miami (2008) and Denver
(2012), and plans to return to
Denver in July 2016.
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The Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus proudly presents

BELIEVE

Mr. Garrett E Martin, Artistic Director
Ms. Abigail Rockwood-Puehn, Piano
Mr. Christopher Hart, Percussion
Mr. Timothy Mroz, Bass

PROGRAM

Hallelujah from Mount of Olives Ludwig van Beethoven
Believe Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard
Arranged by: Eric Lane Barnes

A gift to the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus from Jason Higbee

Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day John Gardner

Ave Maria Franz Biebl
Rob Black, tenor
Dan Galley, tenor
Mike Rogers, tenor
David Lewis, baritone
Paul LaDuca, bass

The Music of Living Dan Forrest

Frostiana Randall Thompson
No. 6: Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

African Noel Arranged by: André J. Thomas
Sure on This Shining Night Morten Lauridsen
Hanukkah Nagilah Linda Spevacek
Cantique de Jean Racine Gabriel Fauré

Audience Sing-a-Long
Jingle Bells
I’ll Be Home for Christmas
Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree

Arranged by: Danny Ray

16 buffalogaymenschorus.org

15 MINUTE INTERMISSION

Ding-a-Ding-a-Ding Greg Gilpin
The Twelve Days of Christmas Traditional
Mrs. Santa (High atop the North Pole lounge) Arranged by: Danny Ray

Glory to God in the Highest Daryl Williams
Arranged by: Danny Ray

I Love You/What a Wonderful World ~ Arranged by: Craig Hella Johnson
Dan Galley, tenor
Tim Stuff, tenor
Robert Szustak, tenor
Kyle Tobin, tenor

God Help the Outcasts Alan Menken and Stephen Schwartz
Arranged by: Danny Ray
David Tear, tenor
David Campbell, tenor
Peace, Peace Richard and Sylvia Powell

Arranged by: Fred Bock

Please join us for a reception immediately

following Saturday and Sunday’s performances.

ffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

@}MC 17




& "“"épecializihg in security and
i

W\Wtax-free retirement solutions.”

\& !ﬁ! %
~‘k Presldeni d Owner | 27 MU ELLE R

ASSET STRATEGIES INC.

Call for a FREE analysis and review today! (716) 868-4648

www.muellerassetstrategies.com

CADETS
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

927 Grant Street
Buffalo, NY 14207

www.cadetsfcu.com

Evergr'lTn LOAN SPECIAL
Floral Unig #5900

12 months, 9 payments

Evergreen Floral Rates as low as 4.75%!!

7620 Buffalo Ave.
Niagara Falls, NY 14304 STOP IN, CALL OR VISIT
716-283-3014 OUR WEBSITE

1-800-273-5660 Phone 873-1174
Fax 716-236-4111 Fax 873-1256

evergreenflorals.net

Mon. - Fri.: 8:30 - 4:30 Monday thru Thursday
Sat. 9:00 - 2:00 9am to 4:30pm
Lynn Sa.farlan Friday
gam to 5:30pm
Best Wishes to the

Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus!

CHRISTOPHER L. JACOBS
Erie County Clerk

www.erie.gov/clerk

18 buffalogaymenschorus.org

.~ effortless <
' ENTERTAINING

)

Let us elp
‘{dgmand'

Visit our in-store Catering Dept. to pick up our FREE Holiday Entertain Catalog
or browse and order online at wegmans.com/parties.

B/ MC 19



BUFFALQO’S PREMIER PIZZA AND WINGS!

OVER 75 VARIETIES

VISIT www.justpizzausa.com
For a Location Near You!

Shop at AmazonSmile http://tinyurl.com/
and Amazon will make BGMC-amazon

a donation to:
The Buffalo Gay Men's

Chorus Bookmark this link, log in, order your stuff

as usual, and Amazon.com donates $.05 of
mazonsmile the price of eligible items to us! Use it for
amazonsmrie ordering supplies at work, too

A BNC FAMILY CHRISTMAS — FIESTA DE LAS AMERICAS
with Guest Artists Amaor and Heritage Traditional Darice Company.
Saturday, December 12, 2015 — Orchard Park Presbyterian Church — 7:30pM
Sunday, December 13, 2015 — First Presbyterian Church, Buffalo ~ 4:00pMm

BurraLO NIAGARA YOUTH CHORUS — WINTER CONCERT
with Guest Artists vocal ensemble The Lake Fffect
Sunday, January 31, 2016 — Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo — 4:00pM

CROSS BORDERS CARMINA BURANA
with 7The Amadeus Choir of Toronto
Sunday, April 3, 2016 ~ Toronto Center for the Performing Arts — 4:00pM
BNYC INVITATIONAL CHORAL FESTIVAL
Friday & Saturday, April 22 - 23, 2016 — Westminster Preshyterian Church, Buffalo.
Festival Concert Saturday — 3:00pm

AFARMATION OF HopE — ALL THINGS IRISH "
with Guest Artists Alndred
Friday, May 6, 2016 — Trinity Methodist Church, Grand kland — 7:30pM
Saturday, May 7, 2016 — Salem Lutheran Church, Buffalo — 7:30pMm

BurraLo NiaGARA YouTH CHORUS — SPRING CONCERT
Sunday, May 22, 2016 — Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo — 4:00pM

TICKET INFO: BNCHOIRS.ORG —“LIKE" US ON FACEBOOK — FOLLOW ON TWITTER @SINGBMC
20 buffalogaymenschorus.org




Tenor 1

Rob Black #

David Campbell +
Peter Cheney

Norm Duttweiler, Jr.
Daniel Galley

Ron Houk

Mike Rogers
Robert J. Szustak
David Tear

Tenor i

Nicholas Becht
Robert M. Egan
William C. Hardy
Thomas Korzelius
John Macomber
Larry Mancine +
Nelson Neels
Christopher Parada
Roger Parris

Mark J. Peszko
Cameron Schraufstetter
Andrew Svalina #
Kyle Tobin

Jake Wagner
Jason Ward
Frankie williams

# Indicates Section Representative
+ Indicates Section Leader

The Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus

Baritone

David Batt

J. Denis Bolton
Leonard Cercone, Jr.
Gregory L. Ciupak
Don Colligan
Christian DiCanio
Xavier Guillaume
Craig Hinman

Peter “PJ” Hubbard #
Jeffrey C. Hunt
Zachary Kineke
David J. L. Lewis
Ramon Meléndez
Ray Moore, Jr.
Raymond Neil

Andy Newbert +
Eric Nowak

Joe Puma

Aaron Reslink

Jim Rigo

William Roof

Woody Sipprell
Dennis C. Stuart
Ron Sutz

Cedric “Flip” Taporco
William Wachob
Kevin Woodcock

Bass Il

Pierre Albrecht-Carrie
Pete Bleckinger
Gerry Frenette
Randy Kozlowski +
Paul LaDuca
Timothy H. Mahiques
L. Martin Palcic

Brian Rotach

Michael A. Smyntek
Donald Yager #
Joseph Zimmerman

22
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The Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus

Non-Singing Members
Scott Akdogan

William H. Gardner
Ron Gentner

Joseph Grieco

Susan C. Gruttadauria
Vincent Kuntz

Marge Maloney

Mark Mancuso
Christopher T. Pearson
Hanford Searl, Jr.
Michael Shanahan
Jeffrey J. Strauss
Keven L. Thompson
Larry Van Heusen
Cynthia Van Ness

Silent Members

Danny Winter aka Vicky Vouge
1934-2012

Michael P. Gillis
1955-2013

Artistic Director
Garrett F. Martin

Accompanist
Abigail Rockwood-Puehn

Director of Business and
Communications
Christopher P. Reybrouck

The B

\ y Men’s Chorus

House Manager
Christopher T. Pearson

Interpreter for the
Hearing Impaired
Cat Hardesty

Ticket Sales and Box Office
Susan C. Gruttadauria

Music Librarians
William Gardner
Timothy H. Mahiques
Larry Mancine

Board of Directors

Robert M. Egan, President

Leonard Cercone, Jr., Vice President
Jeffrey J. Strauss, Secretary
Christopher T. Pearson, Treasurer
Scott Akdogan

Susan C. Gruttadauria

Zachary Kineke

Cynthia M. Van Ness

William K. Wacob

Musicians
Christopher Hart, Percussion
Timothy Mroz, Bass

23




From our entire BGMC Family a very special and heartfelt thank
you to the Friends of the BGMC. Your generosity allows us to
bring enlightenment, inspiration, healing and harmony to the greater
community and to all of us. We are most grateful to you for adding
your ‘“voice” to ours.

The Friends of the BGMC listed in this program are those who have
contributed between July 1, 2014 - November 30, 2015.

MAESTRO — $1,000- +

William H. Gardner, In memory of Marjorie A. Gardner
Ingram Micro, Inc.
Timothy H. Mahiques, In honor of Barbara Wagner
Victor & Corinne Rice

VIRTUOSO — $500 -$999

Douglas Charles & Gary Bienkowski
Leonard Cercone Jr.
Hard Rock Café
John P. McCarthy, In honor of Dennis Stuart and Hanford Searl
William J. Roof, In loving memory of James J. Murray
Robert J. Serpa Jr., With honor and gratitude to Barbara and my BGMC
family, for helping me find my voice. All my love and hugs.
Hans J. Tamberg, In honor of Marjorie Gardner,
In memory of Dr. Ulo Roorand

CONDUCTOR — $200-$499

George W. Black, In honor of Robert Black
Javier Bustillos and Anthony Chase
Bob & Sharon Egan
Anne H. Pfohl & Kathleen Gallivan
Carla J. Hengerer, In honor of Gerard & Borden
John F. Herbert
Roger Parris & Michael Longo, In honor of Barbara Wagner
Kurtice C. Luther, In memory of Scott Willett
Jeffrey H. Platt
Margaret Reeves, In honor of Ron Sutz
Rev. John Rex
Dr. Lawrence Van Heusen & Robert A. Scharf,
In honor of Rev. Kirk A. Laubenstein
Roger Mark Seifert & Dennis Stuart, In honor of Marjorie A. Gardner
Pamela & Dr. Ilja Weinrieb
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Thomas R. Alcamo, In honor of my
parents

Michael Shanhan & Dave Batt, In
honor of Barbara Wagner

Christopher & Celine Belling

Paul Berglund, Ph.D.

Peter Bleckinger

Debbie Bleich

Michael J. Bonilla, In memory of
Lawrence J. Greco

Rodney A. Bradley, In honor of
Dennis Stuart

Eileen S. Braniecki

Sheila & Max Casey, In honor of
Bruce Jenner

Charles A. Deacon

James E. Derby

Joan M. Doerr, In honor of Ron
Silverio

Albert Litto & Jane Anne Grace, In
honor of Dennis Stuart

Robert P. Graves

Lorne E. Gretsinger, In honor of Tim
Mahiques from goddaughter Jane
Gretsinger

PIM

Peter G. Hart

David & Stanley Harvey

Robert & Norma Henderson

George & Barbara Hole, In memory
of Hank Mann and Don Savage

John & Lorraine Hunt, In honor of

Victoria Agostini, In honor of Jimmy

SoLoisT—$100-$199

all the talented people in the
BGMC

Vera & David Kozak

Andree & Joel Lippes

Earl Mahiques, In honor of Timothy
H. Mahiques

M. Lynn McCulloch, In honor of
Hanford Searl

Andy Newbert, In memory of
Marjorie Gardner

Bernard Olszewski

Benjamin Philips

Arthur J. Picogna, In memory of
Arthur E. Neeb

Wendy Pierce

Richard W. Price

Bob & Luann Roberts

William & Mary Jane Russell

Rabbi Adam Scheldt

Rachael H. Schuh, In memory of Dee
Taylor

Gilbert Schulenberg, DDS

Mark J. Skesavage, In honor of
Dennis Stuart

Phil Trifiletti & Andy Steck, In honor
of Barbara Wagner

Gloria & Paul Stuart

Ronald H. Sutz, In honor of Andy
Newbert

John Molinaro & Robert Wiechman

James N. Wieland, DDS, In honor of
Barbara Wagner

SINGER — UP TO $99

James & Connie Bailey, In honor of

Rigo Christopher Reybrouck
Ellie Ando Shirley G. Berglund
Andy Anselmo, In memory of John ~ Thaddeus V. Bieniek
Harris Karen F. Blackford, In memory of
Dennis Kay & Jim Delana
BJUMC 25
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SINGER — UP TO $99 (CONTINUED)

Philip Brogadir

Pam & Matt Buehler

Buffalo Front Runners and Front
Walkers

Peter Cammarata, In honor of Ciaran
Krueger

Karen Carr-Hopkins

Jim Carrubba, In honor of Barbara
Wagner

LaReine Clopper

Mary & Harold Cohen

Glenn, Adam, Lucy and Noah
Cohen-Frankel

James & Sharron Crosby, In memory
of Marge Gardner

Laurie Dann

Marion T. Dann, In honor of Woody

Dominic T. DeFillippo

Joan C. Downey, In memory of
Danny Winter

Joseph M. Draicchio

Colin & Margaret Drury, In honor of
all people

Bill Engelbrecht

Linda J. Facklam

William D. Faught

William J. Fay, In honor of Ramén
Meléndez

David & Anne Floyd

Kathleen A. Frost

Angela P. Georgi

Marion & Bob Gibbon

Sylvia G. Gold

Janet A. Guambana

Gerald J. & Francie Hace

Nancy D. Holzerland

Frank & Leslie Housh, In honor of
Roger Parris and Mike Longo

Peter Hubbard

Shirley P. Hudders

Jim Jagow

Doris Jones

Dorothy Keller

Harry Kepler

John & Carol Kociela

Ed Koryl

Vincent Kuntz

Norma Jean Lamb

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Lane

Donald M. Langreck

Dr. Richard J. Lee

Alfred Liberante Jr.

Dorothy M. Lien, In memory of Mark
Faltyn

Donald A. Martin

Peter V. McNally

Peg Mergenhagen

Edwin A. Mirand, In honor of
Michael Warner

H.J & A. O’Hear

John Owen

John J. Pellegrini

Larry & Carolyn Pillard

Dennis A. Pines

Jim & Trudy Possinger

Paula B. Radice

Marnise R. Reaves, In honor of all
of the people who have come out
and have support

Maria T. Rosa, In honor of Ricky

Monty J. Hale Marcka
Cat & Rusty Howard & Valerie Rosenhoch
Or1§ Hebard Joan Roy
Judith A. Hefner Debbie Sheehan, In memory of Mary
Beverly Hiestand Pat Sheehan (Gannon)
John Hogan
26 buffalogaymenschorus.org

SINGER — UP TO $99 (CONTINUED)

Jim Sheehan, In memory of Kevin Ron & Peggy Welker, In honor of

Zerull our Armed Forces
Summer Street Cat Clinic Cherie Lee Widger-Kresge
Alan Thompson Cynthia S. Young, In memory of

Daniel & Vivian Traynor
Villa Maria College PRIDE! Club
Jason Ward

Craig W. Young

Leah M. Zicari, In honor of Jesse
Helms, who is rolling in his grave
with the same-sex marriage ruling!

y Men’s Chorus

Next Up In Our 15th Season...

Join us as we celebrate fifteen years of song and acceptance.

.REFLECTIONS-

®  Friday, May 20 | 8:00pm - The Riviera Theatre
® Saturday, May 21 | 8:00pm - Westminster Presbyterian ®

: @
@ @
e L]
@ . . . ®

Tickets and mdre information available at

® buffalogaymenschorus.org e
e © © e e © © © e e e o e o
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A cappella music
for the ages.

9‘ CHAMBER CHOIR

Visit us online at

www.vocalischamberchoir.org
for our 2015-16 schedule.
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INSURANCE
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

Lawley

'PROUD TO SUPPORT
BUFFALO GAY MEN'S CHOR

Thank you for being a voice
for diversity and social

GCCEPCH‘IC€ in 1’18 communitg

lawleyinsurance.com

716.636.5800

501 John james Audubon Pkwy, Suite 302
Amherst, NY 14228

Congratulations to-the BGMC for another
spectocudar seasovv of song.

GURNEY BECKER & BOURNE

JAMES MACK

Licensed Real Estate Associate Broker

560 Delaware Ave. Buffalo New York 14202
716 445 5314 Cell
jmack@gurneyrealestate.com

Celtic Inspired Jewelry

716-834-4755

1588 Hertel Ave.
www.KoronaJewelry.com




Westminster
Presbyterian Church

A More Light Church-All Are Welcome!

Join us for our Christmas Eve Concert and
5:15PM — Service featuring WPC Senior Choristers
presenting Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols
with harp.

10PM. — Concert Prelude featuring the WPC Choirs
presenting J. S. Bach’s Magnificat

10:45PM - Festival of Lessons and Carols

Fridays @ Westminster - Noon-12:30PM
Come for Music, Stay for Lunch

Every Friday, a lunchtime concert will feature local
Buffalo artists. A Food Truck will be at Westmin-
ster each Friday, so stay for lunch! Donations will
benefit the Westminster Friends of Music.

December 6 at 5PM

Compline for the Season of Advent with the
Westminster Schola

Amahl & the Night Visitors
in Westminster’s Sanctuary
$16 Adults/$8 Children
Friday, January 8 at 7PM
Saturday, January 9 at 3PM
Sunday, January 10, 11AM
in worship (no charge)
Sunday, January 10 at 3PM

Masterworks Service
Sunday, March 13

The Choirs of Westminster
and musicians of the BPO
present two choral and or-
chestral masterworks: An-
drew Carter’s Benedicite and
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy.

Sunday Worship
8:45AM and 11AM

724 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY

716-884-9437 www.wpcbuffalo.org

buffalogaymenschorus.org

About the Artistic Director

Mr. Garrett E. Martin holds a Master of Music Degree
from the University of Texas at Austin in Sacred Music
and Organ Performance, a Performer’s Certificate in
Organ and Accompanying from Vanderbilt University’s
Blair School of Music as well as a Church Music and
Organ Performance Degree from Carson-Newman
College in Jefferson City, TN. His major teachers include
Gerre and Judith Hancock of The University of Texas
(formerly of St. Thomas Church, New York), Peter Fyfe and Carl Smith

of Vanderbilt University, and J. Ryan Garber of Carson-Newman College.
He has done further organ, accompanying, and vocal coaching study in
Germany and Austria with Michael Gailit of the Vienna Conservatory and
Kristen Orkerlund of the Vienna State Opera.

With performances and improvisations described as “Masterful...
rhythmic...transcendent...spellbinding,” wrote Classics South Africa,
Martin is in demand as a church musician, conductor, and recitalist as part
of “the new generation of organ virtuosi,” wrote The George Herald. He

has won prizes in organ improvisation and organ literature competitions.
Though well-versed in classical repertoire, choral music, Broadway, popular
and contemporary styles, he feels that his greatest calling and strength is
choral conducting, sacred music, liturgy, improvisation, and service playing.

Since 2013, Martin has served as the Organist and Director of Music at
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Buffalo, New York, where he directs and
oversees the church’s five choirs and The Westminster Choir School, plans
worship and liturgy, sees to the maintenance of the two historic Aeolian-
Skinner organs and 5 Steinway grand pianos, coordinates Westminster
Presents and visiting artists, and conducts and plays all weekly worship and
special services alongside Westminster’s Glynda Stephens Taylor Organ
Scholar, Kithe Wright Kaufman, and Westminster’s Associate Conductor
and Composer-in-Residence, Jenece Gerber. A native of Tennessee, Martin
has served churches in Tennessee, Florida (Coral Ridge Presbyterian
Church, where he was the youngest person to ever hold the post and the
youngest successor to famed organist Diane Bish) and Texas. As a concert
artist, he is managed exclusively by JSE Artist Management in South Africa.




{ 139 Pearl Street }
Downtown Buffalo - Across from M&T Plaza

God Loves You...
NO exceptions!

{ All are Welcome }

s Sunday: 8:00 am Spoken Mass ‘
- 9:00 am Contemporary Music Mass with Joyful Noise
~ 11:15 am Traditional Anglican Choral Mass

‘Weekday Mass: 12:05pm

SPCBuffalo.org

About the Accompanist

Abigail Rockwood-Puehn is honored to join the Buffalo
| Gay Men’s Chorus as their accompanist. Ms. Rockwood
currently divides her time between DMA work at The
_ | Eastman School of Music in Rochester, the music program
| at St. Paul's Cathedral in Buffalo, and teaching at Buffalo
State College. At Eastman, Ms. Rockwood studies organ
with David Higgs, with a minor in harpsichord. At
St. Paul's Cathedral, Ms. Rockwood acts as Assistant
Organist-Choirmaster. Here she is responsible for much of the service
playing, and also maintains the choir training system for the boys’ and girls’
choirs. She also teaches piano classes and accompanies at Buffalo State
College.

Recent projects include first place in the 2013 Rodland Scholarship
Competition, the 2014 Peter B. Knock Scholarship, Quarter-Finalist in the
St. Alban’s International Organ Competition, and the world-premier of Alan
Kryszaks “Transparent Preludes” for two pianos.

Ms. Rockwood began her organ studies with Dr. Huw Lewis at Hope College
in Holland, Michigan. She majored in music, with minors in French and
mathematics. Ms. Rockwood was active as both soloist and accompanist

at Hope. She received scholarships and awards including the Roossien
Organ Jury Award, the Hope College Trustee Scholarship, and the Anthony
Kooiker Senior Seminar Award. After graduating from Hope College, Ms.
Rockwood went on to earn her M.Mus. in organ performance, studying
organ with Todd Wilson at the Cleveland Institute of Music. During her time
in Cleveland, she worked as Music Intern at Plymouth Church of Shaker
Heights.

You heard us... now

E : .:1_@ let us hear from you!
Please take a couple
minutes to provide

the BGMC with your

feedback.
BIMC 33




Unitarian Universalist
Church of Buffalo

695 EImwood Avenue (At West Ferry)
(716) 885-2136 | www.bufﬁ;/oau. org

ALL ARE WELCOME
Rev. Joan Montagnes, Minister

Unitarian Universalists come from many diverse backgrounds and beliefs, and
people of any denomination, race, sexual orientation and age are welcome. While
we draw motivation from the world’s great faith traditions, we also look to many
other sources for knowledge, guidance and inspiration. There are seven principles

which Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote:

° The inherent worth and dignity of every person;

L] Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;

° Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in
our congregations;

L] A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;

° The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within
our congregations and in society at large;

° The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;

° Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a
part

JOIN US EACH SUNDAY FOR WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM

851-851186

e-mail: igolombek@ch.ci.buffalo.ny.us

JoseEPH GOLOMBEK, JR.

COUNCILMEMBER NORTH DISTRICT

ROOM 1502 CITY HALL
BUFFALO, NY 14202

Premier Wine & Spirits Premier Gourmet
3900 Maple Road 3904 Maple Road
Ambherst, NY 14226 Ambherst, NY 14226

716.873.6688

winedeals.com

Enjoy the wine...and the savings! Great adventures in every bite!

716.877.3574

premiergourmet.com

34
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ON ELMWOOD

1081 ELMWOOD AVENUE/886-9081

oA
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VILARDO PRINTING

EST.1933

ROBIN JOHNSON « OWNER
KOBIE DENECKE - GRAPHIC DESIGNER

326 Connecticut Street
Buffalo, NY 14213

P:716.884.2892
F:716.884.0492
E: vilardoprinting@aol.com

B'MC

Enjoy a tranquil, candlelit

setting while you

listen to live piano jazz
interspersed with
readings, then time for
silent meditation.

Very peaceful, unique
experience.

Sundays @ 7 pm.

Trinity @7 is held in the Chapel
through the courtyard.

ﬂﬁ Trinity Church

371 Delaware Ave
= g Buffalo, NY 14202
W/ trinitybuffalo.org
716 852 8314
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GOOD FRIENDS. GOOD TIMES.

FIND US ON THE WEB AT
BUFFALOBEARS.ORG

AND ON

, FACEBOOK: ,
__ WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/. GROUPS/66038705954
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You're not only protecting yourself or your love ones

during your lifetime — you're protecting your legacy.

Dana R. Dee
Traditional & Hybrid
Long Term Care

Insurance Solution m"’
Specialist Stie

©716.839.1316 ®716.983.1316 | Dana.dee@acsiapartners.com | danadeeltc.com

= ACSIA

PARTNERS

From Your Friends at
"Gay Bingo”
&
“The Serendipity
Shoppe”

Buffalo’s high-end thrift
shop located at
497 Amherst Street, Buffalo

The AIDS Plus Fund
of Western NY

all proceeds raised benefit
those affected by or
living with HIV/AIDS

BuffaloSerendipityShoppe.com

40 buffalogaymenschorus.org

Pressed shirts &
free delivery,
_custom tailoring &
fixing loose sfrings,
hese are afewof
our favorite things!

7 @] olvin s
' leaners

| Gmmbor we do it green]

1430 Delaware Ave. Buffalo, NY 14209 .

wsf}w‘Gai:gééffcﬁeijquor.comv ... 75 3é;13461




The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

Buffalo’s first gay chorus, the Queen City Chorus, was founded in the 1980s and was later
renamed the City of Good Neighbors Chorale. It included men and women and survived
into the mid-1990s.

In 1999, Mike Rogers of Washington, DC, a former Buffalonian working as Director of
Fundraising for the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses, Inc. (GALA), called Roger
Parris in Kenmore and urged him to establish a new gay chorus in Western New York.

A small group of friends first met on January 16, 2000 and composed a brief mission
statement. On March 26, 2000, five members of the group held a meeting at the Crane
Branch Library on Elmwood Ave. The concept of forming a men’s chorus was presented to
an audience of thirty men and women.

A steering committee was formed and it decided that the new men’s chorus would be

a volunteer-led organization, directed by a nine-member elected Board of Directors.
Musical decisions would be made by a salaried Artistic Director. By-laws borrowed from
the Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus and the Rochester Gay Men'’s Chorus served as our
framework.

‘The BGMC was incorporated as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization and the by-laws
were adopted by the Board of Directors on January 15, 2001. James Estep served as our
first president.

The board selected Barbara Wagner to be our first Artistic Director. Ms. Wagner, a long-
time Buffalo choral conductor and the Minister of Music at the Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Buffalo, held auditions during the summer of 2001.

Our very first rehearsal with Ms. Wagner was held at the Unitarian-Universalist Church
on Elmwood Avenue on an infamous day: September 11, 2001. Nine of the original 35
singers were still performing with us in 2014. Ms. Wagner retired in June 2011,

Our second Artistic Director from 2011-2015 was Ciaran Krueger, whose skill in

vocal teaching made a noticeable and early improvement in our choral sound. His
AUM&T Bank, we know how important it is to support artists of all kinds. understanding of LGBT issues and his sensitivity to the personal histories of gay men was
. . . . appreciated. He introduced The Big Gay Sing to Buffalo and drew raves from the audience.
T'hey enhance the quality of life in our communities. That's why we offer
In the Fall of 2015 Garrett Martin joined the BGMC as our first openly gay Artistic
Director. Since 2013, Mr. Martin has served as the Organist and Director of Music at
Westminster Presbyterian Church, where he directs and oversees the church’s four choirs
and The Westminster Choir School and accompanies Sunday services.

both our time and resources and encourage others to do the same.

We have sung over 40 full concerts, commissioned original compositions, and performed
on Buffalo radio and television, in churches, synagogues, schools, community centers,
summer festivals, the M&T Plaza Series, and with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra in

Kleinhans Music Hall.
M&F Ba nk : We have performed numerous benefits for other organizations and are active in gay and
Understanding what's important® other community events, including AIDS Walks, Pride parades, the Elmwood Festival of

the Arts, and Buffalo Bison’s baseball games.

We have been honored with awards from the Empire State Pride Agenda/Embrace WNY,
{tisee mtb.com ©2015 M&T Bank. Member FOIC. the Arts Council of Buffalo and Erie County, Artvoice, and Evergreen Health Services
(formerly AIDS Community Services). We performed to great acclaim at GALA Festivals.

L (fon
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A community is more than a collection of homes and businesses. It's
also the institutions that improve our lives through art, music, dance,
and theater. KeyBank supports a wide range of arts organizations,
because we know that a vibrant cultural scene is vital to bringing the
people of our communities closer through their shared appreciation of
the diverse talents they provide.

Key is a proud sponsor of the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus.

KeyBank helps people and businesses thrive. Learn more.
Visit your local branch.

KeyBank O-x.

Key.com is federally registered service mark of KeyCorp. ©2015 KeyCorp.
KeyBank is a Member FDIC. 51167 key.com

buffalogaymenschorus.org

Mark Custom Recording Service
takes great pride in being the
recording company of choice for

the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus.
Be it in our state of the art studio
in Clarence or on location in your
venue, Mark Recording will make
_you and your ensemble sound
great!

We also offer complete packages
for recording and CD production
for as many as thousands of
units and as few as one. Our
_facilities include complete art
design, copyright free music,
legal transfers from records to
CD, DVD duplication and more!!!

Write or call us today and begin
your journey to success.

Custom Recording Service, Inc.
10815 Bodine Road * Clarence, NY

716.759.2600
www.markcustom.com

- Muaureen’s
i BUFFALO
WHOLESALE

FLOWER
MARKET

FLOWERS
FROM AROUND
THE WORLD

Maureen Bartley

716-852-4600
FAX 842-0873

441 ELLICOTT STREET
BUFFALO, NY 14203

0%
OFF

ALL SUIT
RENTALS
AND
SALES

TUXEDD

JUNGTIONS
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Parents, Families and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

Helpline:
716.883.0384
Email: info@pflagbuffalo.org

/= 4

www.pﬂabuffalo.org

Buy Everyday Necessities Online & Support Buffalo Gay Men's
Chorus

Toothpaste is one of many things we cannot go without.
We're constantly buying it

Imagine this: buy toothpaste, beauty essentials, books, office
supplies, and all your everyday necessities online, only now it
makes a difference for your favorite worthy cause. Over 1,700
online stores are part of the iGive.com® network, where you
can shop for just about anything and feel good knowing that a
portion of every purchase wifl be donated to Buffalo Gay
Men's Chorus.

iGive.com is FREE for you and free for our cause. You can
shop for everyday items at hundreds of the web's best stores
including Amazon.com, Expedia.com, Staples.com, QVC,
American Airlines, Kohl's, Macy's, and Quill.com. Up to 26%
of each purchase benefits our organization.

Though you're likely to find dozens of items more enticing than
toothpaste, a simple purchase is a good way to start giving!

www.iGive.com/BuffaloGayMensChorus

Y/ Join for free at:

www.iGive.com/BuffaloGayMensChorus

Causes listed at iGive.com have been listed by iGive members for their own and other members' use. Information fisted
here is subject to change. Please visit www.iGive.com for most current information.

2:, ELMWOOD"
1065 Elmwood Ave.

Corner of Bird Ave.
Pick Up or Delivery

An Inclusive Community of Faith and
Compassion in the Elmwood Village

51 Colonial Circle
Buffalo, NY 14222
(716) 885.1112
www.stjol’msgrace‘com

2ac e
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buffalogaymenschorus.org

Congratualtions to the
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
From your fans at

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN

MOTHER NATURE CHURCH

PLANT EMPORIUM 1080 Main St. « Buffalo, NY 14209
i Phone: (716) 886-2400

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org

plants « bromelaids

accessories
cactus
oz T

The Rev. Lee M. Miller ll, Senjor Pastor

Vicar Brenda Maynor, Pastoral Intern

James Bigham, Organist-Choirmaster
Nick Stroczkowski, Youth Minstry
Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager
Carol Litlefield, Parish Accountant

' e Judy Reifsteck, Parish Nurse )
Fresh Cut Flowers John Busch, D/(ector of Bu:ldlngs.& Groun s
We Deliver Charles Rynied, Steward of Buildings &

Grounds

712 elmWOOd ave. Justin Pomietlarz, Youth Choir Director

881-1575 All Are Welcome!

B{MC 47
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The Holidays
Pitud 1o supperfsthe Sparkle with

: v

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus : Your BPO =
4 Welcome the BPO’s new Principal

247 } . g Pops Conductor, John Morris Russell,
entertaining our community ", B%E 1 2 o 3 as he makes his debut for
with harmony... V% il G j Holiday Pops, Western New York's

: - LBy e favorite holiday tradition,
p < & Fri. Dec. 18 featuring the Buffalo Philharmonic

::: g: ;3 Chorus and ABC Bel Canto Choir.

for enlightening, inspiring &

Make someone

else’s holiday

The BPO has something for every listener.
Dee Daniels’ Great Ladies of Swing.

Ser ViCCS& | Trumpeter extraordinaire Chris Botti.

* Sat. Febl/13 i & g X

S l t » // ’// The eclectic “little orchestra” Pink Martini.

O M Z O n S e Cirque Mechanics, the ATribute to Elton John,

for Not-for-Profit Organizations, Holst’s Planets, and so much more.

Schools, Businesses & Professionals & . \ Let our season brighten your
& A | @ W season-thisisthe placeto
[/// ".‘ g make holiday memories!
\\\ Wribute N ) JoAnn Falletta,
KIRISITS & ASSOCIATES Brody Doy A 1) N

——— CPAS, PLLC—— — 3 Apr. 23
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT - ¢ 3

CAll(716)885¢5000

716-881-0089 » www.kirisitscpa.com
1231 Delaware Avenue, Suite 6, Buffalo, New York

M01868

buffalogaymenschorus.org



Life at the Village

Free yourself from the responsibilities of maintaining
your home so you can maintain your independent spirit.

Cradled in the arms of a Certified National Wildlife
Sanctuary, your one or two bedroom luxury apartment
will provide years of independence. Your space will be
custom designed to embody your taste and lifestyle.

People of all faiths are welcome.

Call 631-3430 to take a tour.

214 Village Park Drive PRESBYTERIAN

Williamsville, New York 14221

WWW.pscwny.org VI LLAG E
SRy Phone: 716-631-3430 AT NORTH CHURCH

e SR R o
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