State University of New York College at Buffalo - Buffalo State University
Digital Commons at Buffalo State

Madeline Davis Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,

Fifth Freedom Transgender Archives of Western New York

9-1-1974

Fifth Freedom, 1974-09-01

The Mattachine Society of the Niagara Frontier

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/fifthfreedom

6‘ Part of the Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Commons, History Commons, and the Museum

Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

"Fifth Freedom, 1974-09-01." The Mattachine Society of the Niagara Frontier. The Dr. Madeline Davis
LGBTQ Archive of Western New York. Archives & Special Collections Department, E. H. Butler Library,
SUNY Buffalo State.

https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/fifthfreedom/20

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Madeline Davis Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
Archives of Western New York at Digital Commons at Buffalo State. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fifth
Freedom by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons at Buffalo State. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@buffalostate.edu.


https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/
https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/fifthfreedom
https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/mdaviscollection
https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/mdaviscollection
https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/fifthfreedom?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Ffifthfreedom%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/559?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Ffifthfreedom%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Ffifthfreedom%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1366?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Ffifthfreedom%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1366?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Ffifthfreedom%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/fifthfreedom/20?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Ffifthfreedom%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@buffalostate.edu

¢ And I still have
B long, (ong

j way to go . B
{§ understand &
all the
'things I

i should be
[ angry at .

Vol.4 No. 12 Sept. 11474 J}



611 MAIN ST., BUFFALO, N.Y.,

SERVING THE FINEST IN CHAR-BROILED STEAKS

AND BURGERS

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY SPECIAL NOON TO 6PM.

FISH FRY SPECIAL WED.&FRI- ALL THE DELICIOUS FISH YOU

CAN EAT FOR ONLY:

# CoupPenN

STEAK N BURGER
"' 611 MAIN ST
€k OFFERS
C. 50¢ OFF FOR YOU
S AND EVERY MEMBER
* OF YOUR PARTY

GOOD ANYTIME

| ASSEIEINR

S

g
M CM

$1.89
A LouPowN 4
coupou TOWARDS A]  STEAK DINNER
- INCLUDES:
2,99 SPUDBURGER TOMATO RHCE
SPECIAL BONELESS STEAK
30 orr BAKED POTATO
SALAD
249 vyou eay - TOASTED ROLL
. SHORYCAKE
COUPON | BEVERAGE
COUPON -

"'coc.}f-’ow +




The FIFTH FREEDOM is published by

§ the Mattachine Sociely of the Nia-j

§ gara Frontier, at 1350 Main St.,

! Puffalo, N.Y. Phone 881-5335

# Address ALL CORRESPONDENCE to the
Fifth Freedam, c/o MSHF - P.O. o
975’ mcott S‘an - Mfalo, NoYo
§ 10205

¢ Circulation is 2000 copies. The

§ Fifth Freedom is mailed to Matbta~
chine members. Non-Member sub-

{ scriptions by mail are $h/yr. to
¥ cover postage and handling. Send
i check or money order to above

i P.0.Box address.

1_ ADVERTISING RATES

§ 1/3 colum - ~ $ 4.00

L (/3 page - - 7.50 (per

! 1/2 page  « - 10,00 issue)
§ full page = = 20.00

STAFF : Don lMichaels, John Yanson,

Tabie of Contentsx

Candidates Respond L & 5
'Ihinidng Iike A Woman:

Male Backlash 6
Sisters of Sappho -

Yy ? 7

Galendar _ 8

Center Activities 9

Homophile's Manifesto,

Part II 10
Canada Deports Gay
Brother 11
HHIEEREEEEE0E

SIGN UP NOW FOR CLASSES/
ACTIVITIES STARTING SEET.
9TH AT THE CENTER !

and Dave, Clyde, Dan & John _ __J§

TEACHERS UNICON SPEAKS OUT

The National Iducation Association, at its recent session in
Chicego, voted to include coverage of "sexual orientation® in the
LEA Statement on ¥ llon-Discriminatory Persomnel Policies." The
amendment specifically lists hiring, retaining, paying, promdbing
and dismtssing of employees as areas to be protected against
anti-gay discriminatione. This affects NEA policy naticnwide in its
contract negotiations as a teachers union.

Source: Advocate, Issue 145, Aug. 28, 74



2 CANDIDATES RESPOND -

SAMUELS PRO '

Howard Sammels, party-endorsed primry candidate Lor the Democratic
gubernatorial nomination, held a press conference in Buffalo on Friday,
August 23rd - and ve ware there! Representatives from Mattachine were
on hand at the Statier Hilton to question Mr. Samuels on his position
toward gay rights. The following exchangs took place:

MSHF: "Mr. Samuels, for the past several years, the New York State
Toalition of Gay Organizations has been pushing for legiclative reform
in Albany, for homosexuals, on itwo fronts. One is repeal of the con-
sensual sodomy law and the other is amendment of the anti~discrimination
statutss to include sexmal orientation. A3 Covernor, you would be in a
position to influence the ocutcome of those bills, greally. What is yowr
positlon on these bills?

SAMUELS: "Well, I supported Intro 2 in New York (City), to end discrdi-
minaticn in jobs and in housing. I think ths present laws ought to be
repealed, in so fer as they affect consenting adults, We lmow that, and
I'm willing to support that position.®

. Szmuels was an upfront supporter of Intro 2 in New York City. It's
particularl,v gignificant that he also supports repeal of the consean-
sual sodomy law - as it affects adulis. 4 supperter in the :Il.bazw
Governor's Mansion would be a big plus for our zide,

ALEXANDER DODGES

Up the hall from the Samgls press confarence, Syracuse Mayor,
lee Alexander was also meeting with the press. Mayar 1s the party-
endorsed primary candidate for the U.S. Senate numination. Alexander
- was asked by Mattachine spokespeople for his position on the bill
£iled recently in Copgress by Bella Abzug that would add protection
for gays to Federal Civil Rights lsgisiation.

Alexander's reply was. the typieal politician's non-response -
'beingrmabletoaxpmasapoaitionmﬁlfanﬂ.]iarizedwiththep&bi
cular bill.' vhen pressed further for a comdtimenmt, Alexander txyed
to cop oul by stating that gsys wers already protscted by the law,.
When asked "what law," he informed us that the Comstitution assured us
all the protection we need, When reminded that Congress was obviously
convinced that other deprived groups - black, womsn, etc. ~ needed spe-
cific civil rights legislation, he revertgd back to his original argu-
ment that he couldn't state a position wntil he was familiaxr with the
'problem.! He did state, howsver, :ha.t he would be receptive Lo dis-



cussion on the matter, snd upon our suggestion that he meet with the
‘Syracuse (ey Freedom Ieague, he agreed that he would be open to ar-
ranging such 2 wmesting. We'll be passing this on to our friends at
GoFolis in Syracuse in hopes tbatthayoanhnngl&aywﬂmnder's
headarcmd

CLARK REPORTS

Remaey Clark, former U.S. Attorney General and candidate for Demo-
cratic nomination for the U.S. Senate (Mayor Alexander's opponemt) was
intexviewsd by an Empty Closst reporter at a press conference on Aug- .
ust 12th, in Rochester: ~
BMPTY CLOSET: "“Mr. Clark, recently introduced House Resolution 1L752
afdds %o the 196k Givil Rights act the words “sexmal orientation, sex,
or marital status" to the list of antidiscrimination conditions. One
parpose of this act s’cagainequalnghtsforhmosamalsmhousing,
employment, and financial affairs. Under what conditions woudd you
intwoduce or suppert such a bill in the U.S. Senate?n

MR, CLARK: "I would support that measure under all conditions provie

that it was full and adequate, I doan't believe in campro-
mises on these things, because 1fve ssen too much injury from inade-
quacy in eivil rights laws. It 48 essantial to the elimination of an
mmmmanmmtafinjasmoeinsoﬁety,asxtesﬁfiedinthehear-
1ngsonNewYorkGity'sm'l‘.ﬁo2 "
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THINKING LIKE A WORMAN,

N . MALE BACKLASH

(The following i8 2 partial excerpt "WIN® is publirhed with the sup-
of an article by Ms, Fribe that port of the VWar Resisters lea-
originaily appeared in "WIN" maga- gue, as a journal for peace and
zine, July 25, 1974, freedom through nonviolent achion)

Time and again I am called uvpon to prove that I am not one of those
“man~hating feminists." Time and again I an made to feal the nesd Lo
explain that, yes, I dv trust and even love some men, bubt...What I am
seldon allowed to finish with is, "put these men have proved their
trustworthiness. I love individual men who show a sincere desire to
empathize with women, who go out of their way to prove that they
don't kmowingly oppress us, and who are trying to sradicate such ex~
ploitation which occurs wnconsciously.

"Bat these individual men do not exonerate mapkind. st as indie
vidual whites who support the black movement do nob exonerate tha
white race.”

And so-yes-I do distrust men in general. I'd havs to be mubs not to.
I distrust and even halte most of their jmstitutionse. den I trust alsoc
hate these institubtions. Men I trust resign from organizations which
exclude women, just as they would resign from organizations which exe .
clude black peopla, and they let the organlzation kmow why. Men I
trust bave dropped pejorative words for women {(even women they dise
like) from their vocabularies and stand uvp for woemen in conversations
with other menes Men I trust don't insist that female leaders, execu-
tives; etc. are more aggressive than males in the same positions -
they vnderstand that women must be many times more aggressive than men
in order to achieve anything at all in a male-dominated world. They
appreciate the superhuman effort it takes for wamen %e overcome their
non~competitive training and swrvive as people, not limp dolls. Men I
trust do not complain of being 'pubt upon® by women in marriage; they
understand that they are "put upon" by a male-dominated society which
enforces both male and female slavery in marrviage, bub which is hard-
er on women even in that institution. Men I trust dan't have to be .
asked to do their share of housekeeping and childearse and don't ach
is if doing it is saue kind of a favor to women. Men I trust don't
make stupid jokes about helping a woman on with her coat or lighting
her cigarette or paying & check in a resteuwrant. They understand that
feminism is a2 serious issus which doesn't concern itself with insipid

é CON'T ON 13



{ ’ {
- SISTERS OF SAPPHO-WHY BOTHER? ’

-=is the formation of ancther Issbian organizstion really worth
the effort?

It has besn said that the male~domdnated Goy movement has had much
more of an impact in Buffalo than the lLesblan movement. Ceriteiniy thab
is true ir the more public areas: gey/police relations, contact with
the religioua and psvdﬁ.a.tmc comnunities, publicity aboul events and
projects., And; although these aceong)lismmts are by no means small and

" should corbainly bs 2 source of pride for the perficipants, this often
pre-supposes that Lesbian organizations have done idtile if anything of
upealt valve. {and Iesbians have expressed this feeling more than any-
one else)

To scmeone in pain, relief is of real value. To gomeone who is lopely,
companionship 48 of real value. To scmeone confused, empathy and gui-
dance are of real valus. To someone searching for Lriends, interests,
laughter, caring or comfort, the suppert of others in the same situation
is of Wibimate value, These ave the things that have been accanplished
by all of the Gay organizations in the area, and they are the things
that have probably left more of an impression on the lives of indivi-
dual Gay people in this casumity than eny other accamplishmeats.

A sense of commumity has been one of the major goals of lesbian or-
ganizations in the pas’c.a and although they no longer axist as organized
groups, Radicalesbians,® lesbians Uniting, Daughters of Bilitis and the
numerous, nameless C.R. groups that bave formed over the past few years
have brought sz great deal to the women whoge lives they have touched.,
An awarensss of who we are and what we can be has been demied most women.
Our organizations help us to develop this awareness. The knowledge that
we can work bogether to accanplish cur own, women-oriented goals, whate
ever they might be, is found in organization. We can also learn that
relationships among Iesblans are capable of exdisting bayond owr indivi-
dual et.tang...mems and can rise Lo causes larger than ouwr individual
egoes. That is why we are bothering to form still another lesbian orga-
nization. Whether inner or outer-directed, project oriented, social,
specifically political, or for conscivusness raising, a lesbian orga-
nization is valuable for whatever pm'po%es and no matter what its long-
evitye.

The test of value is not necessarily life-span or place in history.

If it does something for your gut, it's got to be good.

= Sisters of Sappho meets every Tuesday at 8PM at the Gay
Compmity Cenber - ALl women are welcowme.

& » 7 ""
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"ACTIVITIES AT THE CENTER

~-STARTING WEEK OF
DRAMA CLASS

Drama instructions culminating in
group performance. Lastructed Ly
experienced, N.Y.8. certified tea-
cher, Every Wed. evening ab 7THN,
STARTING SEPT, 11ta

FIGURE - DRAWING CLASS
Figure drawing instructions with
models. $10.00 Fee for & wesk
session to cover expsnss of models
& basic supplies. Instrucied by
experienced N.Y.5, certified tea-
cher. Bvery Monday evening THf -
STARTING SEPT. Fth.

LESBIAN /FEMINIST MEETINGS
lesbizn/Farminist women werking
together toward vemen-oriented
goais, throigh organization, ALl
women welcoms. EVERY TUES. 8B

GAY YOUTH MEETINGS

Gay Youth meebt to gebt it all
together - every obher Sat.
afternoon at 131 - next meeting
is SATURDAY, SEPT. 1hth, 12

PLUS

#% DANCING - eveyry Saturday night, 9

P - 344, §1 admission

SEPTEMBER 9TH=~-

COUNCELOR TRAINING

Group facilitation in peer group
crisis counseling - leading to eslf
awareness 28 well as awareness of
problens & problem-solving. Facili-
tated by members of MSHF counseling
staff. An 8=9 wesk session offered
Thurs. evenings 7P or Sun. afier-
nooms ZH‘IQ :

POLITICAL ACTION WORKSHOP
Group activity leading to action
for socizl, legal, political reform

to achieve gay rights. Oriented
tovard working through the system.
Hests each Vednesday evening SR
STARTTNG SEPT. 11th.

FIFTH FREEDOM SLSSIONS
Become a part of the Buffalo Gay
Commmity's only neuspaper. Help it
t grow and bebtber meet our needs.

EVERY MON, 7P

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEX TO
ATL PEOPLE (F GOOD VILL -

SICY UP MOW AT THE CENTER

OR CALL FOR 1i0RE TFC 8815335

% ALL UQEN'S DANCE - first Fri. of every month, SRi-34il, $1 adm.

s MAIG: NEV FRIWMS AT

T CENTER - lounge, ping=-pong table,

pool table facilities.

OPE]]: 27001 OHI, Hon.~Fri.
’ s L - oL
1B~ OFll, Sabellune

1350 1AL ST.,'. kR, UTICA -~ 2nd Flit.
(Above liotor Tire Bo.)

¢



A HOMOPHILE'S MANIFESTO -
- [ part 2}

T ene iz to witness what is really happening today outside the esta-
v1ished churches, he should certainly visit a “gay clmrch." These churches
are wderstandably contimuiing to grow iu the States aud sbread, thanks
to the histeric cmureches? ignoring the homosexval and hie plight. They
wiier real love, acceptance and suppori, particularly during Zdmes of
doep crisis, Littls wonder, then, that more and more homoesruals ave
tollowing the route of fiight from the historic chardhes!

It is indeed a moving experience to behold lovers xeceliving their
commmions together unasbamedly in quiet dignity with reverence and -
radiance., We will nobt see the cheap stuff of people "swishing" or
fyineing® down the aisles or Yecamping® in church as most might suppose.
hather, we will see perscns profoundly commdtbtied as gay Chrisiians, fully
and posibtively accepling both their Christianity and thedir Ygalety." Why
shonld not the historie churches hawe a public service of hely union for
honosexuals vho ave sincere in a long~term commitomwend ons to the other?

- However one may become homosexual, he does nolb delibarately choose to
do 80. Whether the origin is hereditary, envircmmenbsal, or both, matters
note The gay perscn must be made to feel grateful, not guilly, about his
ovm sexuality - he must accepbt it as a gift from Gody no mabtier what its
gvolution may bave been. The homosesmal is already, by definition, depri-
ved of the procreational aspects of wex. Shoulid he, in addition; be depri-
ved of the sacramental and wholesomely “recreatiomal" aspects? ‘

Scme spesk of the silly nonsense of Cod dispensing this conditicn to
soms of his children as a Yervss o bear." How absurd! IT this were so,
what a commie sadist indeed would the Almighty be! Society has imposed
Hese Yerossed,” not our loving Creator. '

The church must forever divorce herself from the futility of believing
that morality can be legislated. We simply camnot impose Christian stan-
dexrds on a pagan-soclety. If therve ace isgal bars, some could giill ar-
gue that drinking aleohol-is immoral or sinful; but one does not have to
drink, If prostitubtion were legalized, that would not meke L1t moral; cne
does not have to frequent brothels., If pormographic movies and literature
ave declared legal, it can still be meintained that they are immoral; one
does not have to purchase, view or read such malerials. .

But homosexuality is not analogous to the realitites just mentioned,
Homosexuality in and of itself is neither sick nor sinful. Some homosexual
acts may be sinful; for example, child molesting, be it hamo or hetero,
is sick (if nobt also sinful, depending upon the elements of culpebility

in a given situation),
i0 {CONT. PG. 14)



CANADA DEPORTS GAY BROTHER!

For all you people vho are under the impression that our neighbore
to the Nerth are totally free of oppressicn toward gays, here's a rude
awelcening :

On Monday, August 26th, John Kyper, a goy brother fram Dorchester,
lasc. was refused admitbance to Canada bacause of being gay. John ate
tempted to cross the border at the Whirlpool Bridge and was subjected
to the usuval search process, Wen the Canadian immdigration pecple came
across several coples of "Gay Commmity [News" - a Boston gay newspaper -
John was asked if he was a homosexuval. Upon answering in the affirma-
tive, he was subjected to over 2 hours of questions and processing for
“deportation." John described the behavior of the Capadian authorities

as vpolite" and very "correct," but not harrassing.

Canada hes long hed an immdgration law against admittance of "homo-
sexnals and "prostitutes," but in recent history it's not often been
enforced. John's deportation oxfedr gives the following reason for re-
fusal: "You are a member of the prohibited class of persons described
in peragraph 5(e) of the immigration zct in that you admit that you are
a homosexual and your admission to Canada has not been authorized by
the Governor<in-Council,"

The Canadian immigration pecple informad John that he is now perma-
nently barred from Capada, wiless he appeals. However, he was also
informed that him-only course of appeal was to the Canada Supreme Court.

Joln's unfortinate incident makes it only too evident that our gay
friends in Canada also have a lot of progress to make in getting laws
and attitudes changed.

(howen A s DB TR S r]
THIS PAGE A major liberal church,
Boston, seeks Director, Qffice

COMPLIMENTS of Gay Concerns. Administrative,

CF interpersonaly, canmmmication and
r +o. T E educational skills. Sala¥y approx-
- n‘rmtelg,r $12,000 per year. Send .
PAVORITE L r@s bo Unltarian Undversalist

uav Caucus, GCN Box 1000,
NIGHTSPOTI! 22" agomnem St., Boston, }ass.
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habitval acts of “chivalry." They understand that when a man earns more
mcney than a woman, it is simply decent to assume the greater expense,
Men I trust don't ask me for compassion until they have shown me some, '
Man I trust epplavd when I get angry and stand up for myself. Men I
trust make allowances for my shortcomings, are amazed at my patience,
reinforce my perceptions of the world; encourage my attempts to break
cut of sterectyped roles, and appreciate my affort to work out new
answers to okd problems - answers not to be found in men's bocks. Men
I trust help ne to learn to defend myself, both physically and men-
tally. They approve of the conferences I go to with other womem and
take on such chores as are necessary to give me free time. Heterosex-
ual men I trust are tender and conaiderste lovers to women; homesexual
men I trust do not dreat other mem as objects; nor do they indulge
themselves in fantasies of ancient Greece.

The 1ist of attribubtes wiich make men trustworthy to women could go
on for many more pages. I have hardly scratched the surface - and ob-
viausly this list assumes that I am speaking to V"civilized" men who do
not beat or abuse women in any physical way.

The point I am making -~ which must by now be screamingly clear - is
that I will no longer be browbeaten by men into apclogizing for any
anger at the sex as a vwhole., My anger is justified and it is useful -
to me, to other women; ultimately, perhaps, to the human race as a
whols. I will no longhr apclogize for a gemeral preference for the ine
gights of conscious women, or women becaming conscious, over the
vknowledge" of men. And I will no longer apologize for supporting wo-
men in arguments with men, even if mea judge me to be prejudiced. I
do not now apologize for saying that; in general I don't give a shit
what men have to say about anything relating to the beknighted half of
the human race to which I belong, and I franikly apply many grains of
gali to their pronouncements on the other half, I think men in general
are monsters, and I'm not afraid to say sc. I think they're often mon-
sters even when they're trying not to be. They have a long, long way

to go. '

' And I still have a long, long way to go to understand all the things
I should be angry at. So do most women, Men we trust will bstrey their
sex to let us kmow.

4s a famous American male-chauvinist revolutionary once remarked,
"If this be tresason, make the most of it."

13



Many coanpetent psychiatrists and psychologists are beginming to rea-
lize that homosexuality as such is nob a sickness and that for most per-
Sons so involved the condition is irreversible. However, the non-aceept-
ance by society; state and church, can and does create various degrees
of iliness in many homosexuals.

The homosexual mst be permitted to express his own nature freely as
- long as there is no harm to anyone, including himself, and as long as
there is no coercion of any scrt. Naturally, extrenes of sadism, maso-
chism, exhibitionism and voyeurism, for example, would be manifestations
of sickness whether practiced by hetero, homo or bi,

« The churches have, in fact, ordained meny homosexucls throughout the
centuries. And why not? We would all agree that homosexuals as well as
heterosexuals, lay and clexrical alike, should be circumspect and dise
creet in their social demeanor and should not flaunt themselves in the
public eye.

lay the churches weke up! ilay the "straights" help the “gays" to
realize their own hwmanity! lay the "gays try to understand the
"straights' " hang-iips about gay sexuality, trying all the while to
avold anger and bitterness as ruch as they possibly can.

May bishops and priests came cut of their "closets" and offices and
into the streets so that “gays" may know that they areé welcome without
distinction in the catholic church! e soy we are an episcopal church -
may the bishops take the lead to the pathway of Christian humanity here,
Shall we continue to make a2 nockery and travesty of justice and mercy?

"4 Homopldle's Manifesto" originally apueared in

"The Living Church,® June 23, 197L; a publiecation of

the church and the views of Episcopalians. The authors's
name was withheld by request... Part I appeared in

the last issue of the Fifth Freedom.
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