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I A Service in Celebration

—of the life of—
James Patterson

1923 1988

l Tuesday, October 4, 1988
5:00 p.m. I

Lincoln Memorial United
Methodist Church
641 Masten Avenue
Buffalo, New York

The Rev. Melba V. Chaney, Pastor




JAMES PATTERSON
Professional Engineer

Mr. Patterson died suddenly October 2nd 1988 at Buffalo General
Hospital. He was 65 years old.

A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, he attended Lincoln Univer-
sity, then served as sergeant in the United States Army, 9136th
Technical Service Unit. He graduated from the University of Pitt-
sburgh with a degree in Civil Engineering. He held professional
engineering licenses in New York and Pennsylvania.

Mr. Patterson, one of Buffalo’s first black engineers, was called
to the city from Great Falls, Montana, to serve as chief of the Rivers
and Harbors Section of the United States Army Corps of Engineers.
In this capacity, he was involved in several major projects, among
which were the St. Lawrence Seaway Project and the de-watering
of Niagara Falls.

Upon retiring from the Corps of Engineers, he became Director
of the Housing Development Division of H.U.D. and later joined the
engineering firm of Eugene S. Richards and Associates. He was a
professional photographer, taught Computer Science at Erie Com-
munity College, and was a Certified Club Director of the American
Contract Bridge League and the American Bridge Association.

Recently appointed to the Architectural/Engineering Selection
Team of the Facilities Development Corporation, Mr. Patterson served
as Chairman of the Selection Team for the Rochester Psychiatric
Center.

He was president of the Buffalo Negro Scholarship Foundation
and a member of the Board of Directors of the American Lung
Association. Formerly a Sunday school teacher at Westminster
Presbyterian Church and a member of the Board of Directors of the
Buffalo Museum of Science, Westminster House and Friendship
House, he also held memberships in Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and
Les Treize Couples Club.

Survivors include his wife, Vernette Coles Patterson; two sons,
Gregory (Yvonne), Kevin (Charlene); grandchildren, Kisha and Craig
Patterson, and Judy Flowers; step-father, Thomas D. Dorsey of Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania.
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Contributions, in lieu of flowers, should be made to the

Buffalo Chapter of the Links Scholarship Foundation
89 E. Depew
Buffalo, New York 14214
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