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The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

07‘60;)5 for the @fa/z’dayf

Friday, December 12, 2008, 8pm

Saturday, December 13, 2008, 8pm

g Sunday, December 14, 2008, 4 pm

Seating starts 1 hour prior to concert
www.buffalogaymenschorus.org
716-883-1277




" the welldesigned home for the holidays,
that's our job.

ETHAN ALLEN

come in today and make a date with a design pro.

THE ETHAN ALLEN GIFT CARD
AT ETHANALLEN.COM AND
PARTICIPATING DESIGN CENTERS

amherst 3875 sheridan drive 716.839.4484
monday and thursday 11-9

tuesday, wednesday, friday, and saturday 10-5

sunday noon-5

The Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus

Office:

695 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14222
716.883.1277
www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

A NEW YORK NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION

Our Mission

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus 1s dedicated
to producing vocal music of high quality in
the rich tradition of men’s choral singing.

We seek through song not only to entertain,
but also to enlighten.

We sing to create harmony as we celebrate
pride in our communities and in ourselves.




CITY OF BUFFALO

BYRON W. BROWN
MAYOR

November 24, 2008

Members and Supporters of the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus:

Greetings and salutations to the BGMC on the occasion of your first holiday
season concert of song!

We send warm wishes on behalf of the City of Buffalo as you present “Hope for
the Holidays” at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo on December 12"
and at Trinity Episcopal Church on December 13", We also wish you success
with your appearance at the Hamburg United Methodist Church on December
14" and look forward to your engagement with 88.7 FM WBFO's Wednesday
Night Concert on December 17",

Your continued success under the direction of Barbara Wagner represents all
that is best about the arts in our region: beauty, harmony and excellence!

While we listen to your “vocal music of high quality in the rich tradition of men's
choral singing,” we know your sounds are the fruit of hard work and many long
rehearsals.

Congratulations on your previous successes, and best wishes as you continue to
enlighten and entertain in our “City of Good Neighbors!”
Sincerely,

3 Beoon

B W. Brown
Mayor

65 NJAGARA SQUARE / 201 CITY HALL / BUFFALO, NY 14202-3392 / (716) 851-4841 FAX: (716) 851-4360 / wew.city-buffslo.com

Special Thanks

Rev. Joel Miller and’ fhe Unitarian -

Our Friday Hosts
Universalist Church of Buffalo .

Our Saturday Hosts Rev. Cameron Millerand the
Trinity Episcopal Church

Our Sunday Hosts Rev. Jay Roberts, Rev. Vivian Waltz
and the Hamburg United
Methodist Church

Advertising Dave Batt, Russ Link and Andrew
Pollard

Program Cover Artwork Michael Gillis

Program Design and Layout Vilardo Printing

Music Notes Barbara Wagner and Jason Ward

Photography Mike Longo

House Manager Damian Tremblay

Tickets Paul Cassavaugh and Linda Reznick

Ushers Buffalo Front Runners and
Front Walkers

Web Master Norm Duttweiler

Assistant to the Web Master Jaime Goldfuss

Signing for Hearing Impaired Christopher Coles

Recording Coordinator Michael Styn

Recording Producer Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc.

Steel Crazy and Sweet Tooth for their donations of “food, glorious
food” for the Chorus and our guests.

Please feel free to notify the Chorus of any changes or corrections for
future programs at www.buffalogaymenschorus.org or by letter to the
Chorus at 695 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo 14222,

BGMC has “gone green”. Please recycle your concert program if you
do not wish to keep it as a souvenir. You will find collection boxes at

the rear of the concert hall. Thank you!




Friends of the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

From all of the BGMC Family, a very special and heartfelt
thank you to the Friends of the BGMC. Your generosity allows
us to bring enlightenment, inspiration, healing and harmony to
the greater community and to all of us. We are most grateful
that you have added your “voices” to ours.

The Friends of the BGMC listed in this program are those

whose contributions were received between June 1, 2008 and
November 25, 2008.

Maestro 31,000 - $2,999
Anonymous

Virtuoso $500 - $§999
Paul A. Cassavaugh
William and Marjorie Gardner, In memory of James D. Haynes
David Mathewson and Merrill Lynch Foundation
(Matching funds)
Roger Parris and Mike Longo
Robert B. Race, For a friend
Key Bank

Conductor $200 - $499

Ramoén Meléndez

Alice Palazzetti Minion

Jeffrey H. Platt

Linda Reznick, “To all my dear

Thomas R. Alcamo

David Batt

Peter and Belmore Bridgford,
Honoring Barbara Wagner,

David Mathewson and Russell Link friends at BGMC”
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Clifford, Denise and Bob Scheig
Honoring Jason A. Ward Timothy P. Socha and Robert F.
Francis J. Felser and David H. Shaver Carlson
David C. Hetherly Barbara A. Wagner, Honoring

Jim Jagow
Nicholas E. Marchelus

William G. Wagner
Michael Warner

Soloist $100 - $199

Michael J. Bonilla

Will and Bonnie Botsford,
Honoring our friends, Frank and
Monty, Michael and Paul, Dave
and Mike and, especially, CB

Martin A. and Sheila P. Casey

Colvin Cleaners

Charles A. Deacon

James and Mary Frances Derby

Sharon A. Corrigan and Michelle L.
Eschborn

Tricia M. Grace

Terry M. Griggs

Jeanne M. Gunby

Marylouise Hewitt

Ronald Houk, “Honoring my
Sfamily, with Love™

Glenn Hufnagel

Karen Keil and Family

Norma Jean Lamb

Kathleen S. Ludwig

James Mack

Sam Maislin, Attorney

Marie A. Marshall

R.Mark Meyer

Dr. Edwin A. Mirand

Louis J. Moran, LCSW-R, B
Honoring Bill Coplon and
Michael Duclos PR

Debi Overton and Kathleen Niles -

Arthur J. Picogna, In memory of .
Arthur E. Neeb i

Richard W. Price

John Rex

Bob and Luann Roberts

Alan D. and Paula Alcala Rosner,
Honoring Russell Link

Brian Rotach and Chery! Bird

Harriet B. Stewart

Eunice Stuart, Honoring Mark
Meyer and Del Milander

A. Dean Theiss, Jr.

Urban Valet Dry Cleaners and Eric
Pyne

Cynthia M. Van Ness, Honoring
OUTspoken For Marriage

Joseph Vuich

Edward J. Witul

Singer 330 - $99

Andy Anselmo

D. Jeanne Aydelotte, Honoring
Russell Link

Virginia Barron

LaVerne M. Behr

Alan B. Block

Alexander and Pamela S. Borok,
Honoring Jason Ward

Ruth L. Bury

Paul Carroll, /n memory of Jim
Cain

Judith Clarke and Alan Dozoretz

Ruth Cohan

James N. Connelly

Dave Davis

Florence Davis and Clarence A.
Davis, Jr.

William G. Englebrecht

Irene M. Enright and Family

Dom DeFillippo and Arlan Peters

William J. Fay

John Fleischman, Jr.

Marcia Frankel, Honoring Glen
Adam and Lucy Mayo
Cohen-Frankel

Elaine Gardner and Curt Steinzor

Marion and Bob Gibbon

Clara Gillies




Singer 330 - $99 (Continued)

Lynne B. Giroux Russell A. Newbert

Claire Goldberg Don and Andrea Oswald

Carl and Eloise Granger Ellen, Paula and Douglas Jack
Robert P. Graves John Pellegrini

Peter G. Hart Thekla Putnam, In memory of John
Jack Hogan Putnam, Jr.

Barbara D. Holender Hon. Gregory P. Rabb, President,
Robert Hughes and Margaret Fisher, Jamestown City Council
In Memoriam, Carolyn Grove Renovatio Physical Therapy, P. C.

Hughes Jennifer and Tony Scarozza
Paula, Ellen and Douglas Jack Debbie M. Sheehan, Honoring
Doris Jones members of the military
Edward W. Koryl Eunice Stuart, Honoring Mark Meyer

John P. and Jennifer C. Lane and Del Milander
Dorothy M. Lien, Honoring Mark Paul and Gloria Stuart
Faltyn Summer Street Cat Clinic
Mark G. Littlefield Frank N. Summit and Monty Hale
Marjorie Lord, Honoring Donald John and Elaine Swaine
Savage Joanne Tarnowski
Peter and Mary McNally Mary G. Therrien
Dr. Horace Mann Alan R. Thompson
Sandra Marshall, Honoring Dom Trapani
Christopher Profitt Johanne Haberstro Trotter, Honoring
Kathryn A. Meyer Barbara Wagner
R. Mark Meyer and Delwyn P. Edward K. and Shirley Y. Tuttle
Milander, In memory of James D.  John and Noreen Visone
Haynes Robert A. Wiechman and John R.
Karen and Buz Miranda Molinaro
Louis M. Molisani, Honoring
Orlando Del Zoppo, my partner
Jfor 31 years

UBMIIMING  Gay & Lesbian Youth Services (6LYS)
congratulates

the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus

for the good will it creates in the community!

Drop-in Center ~ 371 Delaware Avenue/Buffalo
www.glyswny.org  855.0221

Providing opportunities & services for GLBTQ youth since 1983!

Our Gratitude for a Spec’ial Grant,
GALA Choruses, Inc., Grantor

We were proud to sing the world-premier performances of “Yes!” at;
our June 2008 concerts. The text is based on the poem, “Tableau "
published in the collection, “Color”, by Countee Cullen*. Tttells
the story of two boyhood friends, one black, the other whlte openly
sharing their friendship in the racially hostile environment of a
southern community of the early 1900’s.

“Yes!” was composed in 2007 by Adolphus Hailstork, a world-
famous composer, on BGMC’s commissioning of the work,**
BGMC has commissioned and introduced a number of new musical
compositions. The Chorus is proud that “Yes!” was one of them. =

In July, the Chorus attended the GALA Choruses, Inc. week-long
international gathering of member choruses in Miami (3,500 to 5,000
singers present), where it introduced “Yes!” to the international
music community.

GALA Choruses, Inc. encourages the commissioning by its members
of new musical works. At the Miami convention, GALA Choruses
honored BGMC'’s role in the creation and presentation of “Yes!” to
the GALA Choruses’ repertoire with a $3,500 grant toward BGMC’s
expenses. BGMC gratefully acknowledges this gift.

* “Tableau” by Countee Cullen© 1925
Copyrights held by Amistad Research Center, Tulane University

** “Yes!” by Adolphus Hailstork© 2007
Commissioned by Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus, Inc.,
with support from GALA Choruses, Inc., the international association
of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender choral movement.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.




Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

The meteoric artistic growth and audience expansion of this region’s only
all-male chorus led to its nomination and award as 2008’s Outstanding Arts
Organization. This award is given annually by the Arts Council of Erie and
Niagara County. Under the professional direction of Barbara Wagner, the
all-volunteer chorus presents a wide ranging repertoire including classical,
contemporary, Broadway, pop and multi-cultural music that can only be
produced by an established gathering of well trained male voices.

Entering their eighth year of performing, the chorus draws thousands of
people to four major sold-out concerts annually. In 2008 — 2009, the chorus
will expand its concert series to nine concerts. The Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra has invited the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus to perform with
the orchestra on two occasions; under the baton of Associate Conductor,
Ron Spiegelman in 2003 and in 2006 under the direction of Maestra
JoAnn Falletta. The chorus has also performed as part of the Ars Nova
Viva Vivaldi Series, conducted by Mary Louise Nanna. In 2007, the
chorus recorded a double CD entitled “Celebrate!” to celebrate their fifth
anniversary.

The chorus regularly donates its services to help fundraisers or simply
to entertain at community-wide and gay community events. They have
performed at benefits for the music program at the Amherst Unitarian
Universalist Church, the restoration of Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, the annual World AIDS Day Memorial Service and the AIDS
Community Services fundraiser, Cause for Celebration, to name only a
few. In 2005, they were recognized by the Empire State Pride Agenda
Foundation with a prestigious community service award for “......
excellence of the music, raising awareness and their dedication to the (gay)
community.

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus is dedicated to act as a positive model
to those in the community who may be grappling with the negative
connotations some people in our society place on gay people. To that end,
they are committed to producing vocal music of high quality in the rich
tradition of men’s choral singing.

Hope for the Holidays
G. Michael Liska, President

I'believe Hope for the Holidays is the most appropriate
topic for us to consider in these trying times. Withso
many changes taking place affecting us all, the time for
examining one’s inner self is greater than ever before.
Perhaps the market conditions are a necessary evil,
probably long overdue, forcing us to open our eyes to what
really matters. Whichever way we choose to look at it,
change is required.

Hope for the Holidays offers so much for us to ponder. We can take
time to remember the simpler life of days gone by, days that had no cell
phones or computers. Happy Days on TV, I Love Lucy, and Grandfather
Clock on Captain Kangaroo, Porky Pig and the Wabbit! Many will know
and smile reflecting back to these special times. The world has changed so
dramatically. What seems to be yesterday, is actually a lifetime gone by.
Kids today have missed the innocence and the wholesome family life of
Ward and June Cleaver, of Ozzie and Harriet. And who can forget Romper
Room and Miss Barbara? Well, from these memories, I have dated myself
terribly.

That being said, I would like to offer my thoughts and hopes for all of
you to consider. As I have taken just seconds to think back to my childhood,
I suggest that you take a minute or two, from each of the days ahead to stroll
down memory lane. Remember what has made you happy in the past. Life
has become a juggling act. We have to do this, and then we have to do that,
and so on and so on. While life has placed its never ending demands on
each of us, the only way to resolve the situation is to simplify. Why do we
feel it necessary to fill every minute of the day with a task, project or event?
With so little time available when we are not running like chickens with
their heads cut off, we have little or none left for the really important things
in our lives.

When was the last time you actually sat down to a family dinner and
discussed what happened to each family member during the day? When
did you pick up the phone and place that call you have been putting off
because there was something more important that couldn’t wait? Have you
recently driven past an old friend’s home and just stopped in to say they
have been in your thoughts? Where have the days of surprise flowers or
cards or a homemade gift gone? Along with having no time, we have lost
the ability to be considerate and spontaneous. Even if finances do not allow
for an occasional special gift to show someone your appreciation, a hug, an
unexpected touch or kiss, or a thank you for being there costs nothing.




As many of us consider what the market has done to our futures, having
absolutely no control over the situation has left us angry and frustrated.
Professionals dealing with feelings will always say we must face the
situation, accept what is, and move on as best we can. Perhaps now more
than ever is the time we can make changes for the better. This market has
offered us a golden opportunity to get back to the things that really should
have greater importance in our lives.

Family and friends are the greatest treasures we have. Make the
effort to mend fences and repair damages that may have come from a
misunderstanding, or being too proud to admit we might have been wrong
about something. This is valuable time lost that we can never get back.

Communication is the one area we all seem to fall short in. With
computers, e-mails and text messaging, we have lost the ability to just listen
to what someone is saying or appreciate just how they are saying it. Make
the effort to go out of your way to schedule and keep the time to share with
the ones you love. As most of us know from past experiences, tomorrow
may not be there for a near and dear person. Don’t miss the chance to share
a laugh or drink or special time with the ones that play important roles in
our lives. Take time to make time be important!

Our Hope for the Holidays program will definitely lift your spirits.

Try to open your heart to make the changes necessary to deal with the
uncertainty we all face. The BGMC Family appreciates your support for
the work we do in our community. Without great patrons ,we could not
afford to continue our work toward acceptance of all people, tolerance and
understanding of the differences that make this life so diverse and unique.
We welcome your thoughts and comments as we experience the excitement
the new year brings.

So during this holiday season, I wish for peace in your hearts, joys of
great music we share, and the chance to be part of everything wonderful this
great life has to offer.

Sincerely,
G. Michael Liska (Spike)

NGRATULATIONS

Keep making music

The Rt. Rev. J. Michael Garrison, Bishop
Episcopal Diocese of Western New York

Hope for the Holidays

Barbara Wagner, Artistic Director

Dear Friends and Music Lovers,

This evening I’'m delighted to tell you that you are‘about
to experience our very first Holiday Concert. I'mustadmit
I dug in my heels a bit before I felt comfortable saying,
“QK, let’s do it, but, only if we sing my all time favorite
holiday song, ‘Do You Hear What I Hear?”” Iguessa
whole bunch of my boys love that song, too. There was no
| argument and we were off and we all began searching for

[ our favorite holiday music. There are a couple of songs
on this program that I didn’t even know: “Hard Candy Christmas,” for
one, is a revelation in beautiful music and gorgeous singing. Then there is
«Thankful”, commissioned by one of our singers, Jason Higbee, for TTBB
Chorus, Trumpet and Piano. The text seems eminently appropriate for these
days of pain and often hopelessness. As the poet urges us, we need to look
beyond ourselves at the sorrow around us and know that it’s far too late to
cry tomorrow. Each of us has to find our own truth. It’s up to US to be the
change, and even though this world needs so much more, there’s much to
be thankful for. We think about this every time we sing this poignant song
of hope and we pray for the strength to continue to help bring about change.
We’re singing Charlie Beale’s (AD of New York City GMC) nostalgic
Bing Crosby arrangement of White Christmas. It’s just like in the movie!!!
What fun. As we take a look at the myriad ways we celebrate the holidays,
you’ll hear “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” and even “You’re a Mean One, Mr.
Grinch” ala BGMC and a joyous Chanukah song, “Ocho Kandelikas”,
Eight Candles, composed by a J ewish mother who was intent on preserving
and passing on the traditions of her heritage to her children. We look to the
songs that tell of the birth of a baby and finally, if you listen carefully to
the words of our last song, we hope that your hearts will be touched as ours
have been by the hope it embodies. And so, with love, we dedicate “Finally
Here” to everyone who has and will travel with us as we continue our
journey to justice, recognition and equality for all.

With love and hope for the holidays,
Barb
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The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

Tenor 1

Robert Black

Robert C. Donner
Shaun Doyle, Jr.
Norm Duttweiler, Jr. *
Joseph Grieco

Ronald Houk

Dion Johnson

‘Spike’ Michael Liska *
Randy McWharf
Cliff Moore III

John Rex

Robert J. Szustak **
Hanford Searl], Jr.
Kevin Thompson

Jeff Wilson

Michael Zito

Bass 1

Franklin Ball

Dave Batt *

Paul Berglund

Denis Bolton

William H. Gardner *
Andrew Giarrizzo
Jeffrey C. Hunt

Darrin Kahn *

Ramoén ‘Ray’ Meléndez
Raymond Neil

Andy Newbert **
Andrew C. Pollard

Joe Puma

Jimmy Rigo

Robert Rose

Sherwood ‘Woody’ Sipprell
Peter C. Smith

Dennis C. Stuart *

Tenor 2

Dave Gannon
Donald Behr

Paul Brundage
Edward Ciszek Jr.
William C. Hardy
Gerry Klein

Delwyn Milander
Nelson A. Neels
Roger Parris

Mark J. Peszko
Nathan E. Phillips **
Michael Rogers
Michael Styn

Cedric ‘Flip’ Taporco **
Jason A. Ward

James Wieland

Bass 2

Christopher Babbitt *
Jaime Stephan Goldfuss
Jason Higbee *

Jim Jagow

Russell C. Link
Timothy H. Mahiques
Mark Marquardsen
David K. Mathewson * **
Ryan J. McKane *

L. Martin Palcic

Brian Rotach

Joseph A. Zimmerman

** Section Leader
*Board of Directors

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

(continued)

Non-Singing Members Board of Directors

Michael Gillis G. Michael Liska, President
Michael Hunter Christopher Babbitt, Vice President
John Jubulis Jason Higbee, Secretary

Michael Longo William H. Gardner, Treasurer
Ryan McDonald David Batt

Mark Meyer Norm Duttweiler, Jr.

Kyler Miller Darrin Kahn

Ben Phillips Ryan McKane

Linda Reznick David Mathewson

Michael Shanahan Dennis Stuart, ex officio

Artistic Director News & Information Director
Barbara Wagner Kathleen Bryce Niles
Accompanist Archivist

Debi Overton Chuck Alaimo

COME JOIN US IN SONG

The BGMC thanks all its members, volunteers, and
audiences, past, present and future, and extends a sincere
wish for a joyous holiday season. We also extend to the
entire Western New York community an invitation to
join our organization as either a volunteer or singer. We
welcome new singers with open arms. And, as always,
we welcome any man, straight or gay, who wishes to not
only sing but to join our mission to seek through song
to enlighten as well as to entertain.

Phone our Artistic Director, Barbara Wagner,

at 668-1124, or 359-1854 %

to make an appointment for an audition.
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Hope for the Holidays

In the Bleak Midwinter Music: Gustav Holst
Poem: Christina Rossetti
Velvet Shoes Music: Randall Thompson

Poem: Elinor Wylie
Bel Bambino Italian Carol
Arranged by C. Alexander Peloquin
Ocho Kandelikas Music and Text: Flory Jagoda
Arranged by J.A. Kawarsky

A Christmas Song Mel Torme and R. Wells
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas
Hugh Morton & Ralph Blane

Barbara Levy with Jerry Livingston, Bass

Lift a Glass to Friendship Music: Norman Luboff

Lyrics: Marilyn Keith and Alan Bergman

Feliz Navidad Music and Words: José Feliciano
Arranged by Tom Gentry
The Sleigh Music and Words: Richard Kountz
Arranged by R. Baldwin
Intermission
Thankful Music and Lyrics: David Foster,

Carole Bayer Sager and Richard Page
Arranged by Chad Weirick
Jason Higbee, Trumpet

Baby, It’s Cold Outside Music and Words: Frank Loesser

You’re a Mean One Mister Grinch = (%
Music: Albert Hague
Lyrics: Dr. Seuss

Arranged by Jeff Funk
Carol of the Bells Music: M. Leontovich .

Lyrics and Arranged by Peter J. Wilhousky
1 Wonder as I Wander Appalachian Carol

Arranged by Larry Moore

Collected by John Jacob Niles from Murphy, Cherokee County,
North Carolina, 1912

Music: David Conte
Anonymous 19th Century Text
Peter Smith, Harp

The Snow Lay on the Ground

Hard Candy Christmas Mausic and Lyrics: Carol Hall
White Christmas Music and Lyrics: Irving Berlin
Arranged by Charles Beal
Do You Hear What I Hear? Music and Lyrics:
Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne
Finally Here Music and Lyrics: Eric Helmut

BGMC dedicates the performance of “Finally Here” to the memory

of Dr. James Haynes and in appreciation of his years of service to the
GLBT communities in Buffalo and the State of New York. Jim died on
November 9, 2008. He was a leader in many GLBT organizations, a
spokesman for justice and human rights, inspiring teacher, compassionate
counselor, loving companion Don Licht and a dear friend to many.

Christopher Hart, Percussion
Timothy Mroz, Bass
(&)

Please join us for a Reception
immediately following the Performance.

@2
Thss concert i M,aadxfw’ém/w/t/ e
%WwW?éﬂzMﬂﬂ%Wﬂax
%QZM%%MWM% Aty @wﬂe/gaém:@fqﬂm
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Music Notes
Barbara Wagner and Jason Ward

In the Bleak Midwinter Gustav Holst; Christina Rossetti

This lovely poem, written before 1872, is in the posthumous collection
“Poetical Works,” 1904, of Christina Rossetti, the deeply religious daughter
of an Italian émigrée academic and an English mother. Composed by well
known composer, Gustav Holst (1874-1934), the tune “Cranham” was
paired with Rossetti’s poem in The English Hymnal, 1906.

Although Christmas was linked by the 4® century church with December
25 as part of a strategy to Christianize various mid-winter solstice pagan
festivals , there is no biblical association of the birth of Jesus with mid-
winter.

Velvet Shoes Randall Thompson; Elinor Wylie

Randall Thompson achieved extraordinary success not only as the nation’s
pre-eminent composer of choral music, but also as a highly respected
educator who was instrumental in establishing the great choral masterpieces
as standard repertoire for fine college, university and community choruses.
I daresay that Thompson’s work inspired many of our church musicians

to look long and hard at the caliber of choral music they offered their
congregations each week. Leonard Bernstein and Samuel Barber were
among his students during a two year stint as director of the Curtis
Institute. Elinor Wylie was born in 1885 in Philadelphia to a very wealthy
family. Well known for her beauty, she was privately educated. She was
married three times and divorced twice. She spent much of her life in an
unsuccessful search for her true soul mate. Elinor’s poetry was distinctive
for its irony, grace, elegant and subtle imagination and crystalline lucidity.
I think you’ll find a bit of each of those characteristics in her lovely poem,
“Velvet Shoes.”

Bel Bambino Alexander Peloquin; Paul Claudel

“Bel Bambino” was arranged by late composer and former music Minister of
the Rhode Island Catholic Cathedral, Dr. C. Alexander Peloquin. Translated
from a poem by French author Paul Claudel, it was said that Claudel had lost
his faith, and later experienced a conversion while attending a service and
listening to a choir sing vespers at the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris on
Christmas Day.

16

Ocho Kandelikas Flory Jagoda ,

Flory Jagoda (1925 - ___ ) maintains one of Judaism’s rarest and richest
cultural traditions through her perform once of authentic as well as original
compositions of Sephardic songs. Flory grew up in the Sephardic tradition -
in Sarajevo, Bosnia. Known as the Feast of Dedication or the Feast of
Lights, Chanukah celebrates the victory of the Jewish people over.the
Syrian Greeks in 165 B.C.E. and the miracle of a small cruse of 0il burning
for eighth nights.

Chanukah is celebrated with gifts, burning candles, parties and delicious
food.

Lift a Glass to Friendship Norman Luboff

This rollicking drinking song, better known to Buffalonians of Polish
descent as whoo pie, shoo pie, began its life 200 years ago as a Polish army
song. Norman Luboff’s arrangement has the men of the village drinking the
night away, along with Mayor Drobney. We’re not quite sure how Laszlo
got in there, but he is having a grand time with his Polish friends.

Feliz Navidad José Feliciano

This song is one of the most popular and often-heard songs of the holiday
season. It was written and recorded by the Puerto Rican Feliciano in
1970. The words come from a common holiday greeting, “Feliz Navidad,
prospero afio y felicidad”, and are meant to wish us all a prosperous year
and happiness.

The Sleigh Richard KuntzKountz

You’ll think you’re listening to the laughter and joy of a Russian sleigh ride,
when you hear this rollicking song by Richard Kountz. Believe it or not, it
was composed in 1926. Just for fun, try saying “with a hey, hah, hah, hah,

ho, hah, ho” 5 times as fast as you can, and see what kind of trouble you’ll get
into.

Thankful David Foster, Carol Bayer Sager and
Richard Page

This song was composed by David Foster, Carole Bayer Sager, and Richard

Page and had its debut on Josh Groban’s 2007 holiday album entitled

‘Noel’. It reminds us of how easy it is to get caught up in ourselves and lose

sight of ‘the joy that surrounds us’ and that ‘there is so much to be thankful

for’.




Baby, It’s Cold Outside Frank Loesser

Frank Loesser wrote this pop standard in 1944 and premiered it with his
wife at their housewarming party. Loesser sold the rights to MGM in

1948 after years of informally performing the song on various occasions.

It was used in the 1949 film, ‘Neptune’s Daughter’ which featured two
performances of the song: one by Ricardo Montalban and Esther Williams,
and the other by Red Skelton and Betty Garrett. The performances earned
Loesser an Academy Award for Best Original Song.

You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch Albert Hague

From the 1966 cartoon special ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’, the
singing credit for this song is often mistakenly attributed to Boris Karloff.
Though Karloff served as the narrator and speaking voice of the Grinch in
the special, the lyrics were actually performed by Thurl

Ravenscroft who was not listed in the closing credits. The lyrics were
written by Theodore Seuss Geisel, who is better known to children all over
the world as Dr. Seuss, and the music was written by Albert Hague.

Carol of the Bells Mykola Leontovych

This choral miniature work was originally composed by the Ukrainian
composer and orthodox priest, Mykola Leontovych. Although it has
become a popular holiday tune, the original lyrics had nothing to do with
Christmas. It was a winter well-wishing song titled ‘Shchedryk’ (which
translated means ‘bountiful’) and told the tale of a swallow calling out to
the master of a home and telling him of all the wealth he will possess in the
coming year — healthy livestock, money, and a beautiful wife. American
choir director and arranger Peter Wilhousky wrote new lyrics for the song
because it reminded him of bells. It has since become associated with
Christmas because of the new lyrics, which include references to silver
bells, caroling, and the line ‘merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas’.

I Wonder As I Wander Appalachian Carol

collected by John Jacob Niles
This haunting song has its origins in a song fragment collected on July 16,
1933 by folklorist and singer, John Jacob Niles. He first heard the song in
the town of Murphy in Appalachian North Carolina, where he was attending
a fundraising meeting held by evangelicals who had been ordered out of
town by the police. A little girl had stepped to the edge of the little platform
hitched to a truck. She began to sing. Her clothes were dirty and ragged,
and she, too, was unwashed. Her ash blond hair hung down in long skeins,
but best of all, she was beautiful, and, in her untutored way, she could sing.
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She smiled sadly, as she sang. It was only a fragment — two or three lines.
She repeated the fragment seven.times at 25 cents each. Niles left with
three lines of verse, a garbled fragment of melodic material and “I Wonder
as I Wander” became a part of folk history.

The Snow Lay On the Ground David Conte

This lovely piece for Male Voices, Piano and Harp was composed by the
distinguished West Coast composer, David Conte. The anonymous 19th
century poem tells the story of the Nativity as written in the Bible. Each
verse is followed by a different setting of the Latin words, Venite adoremus
Dominum. The music is exquisitely crafted by the brilliant Maestro

Conte, who was one of the last students of the legendary Nadia Boulanger.
Currently, Conte is Professor of Composition and Conductor of the
Conservatory Chorus at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. In 20035,
he collaborated with composer Todd Boekelheide on the film score for the
documentary “Ballet Russes,” shown at the Sundance and Toronto Film
Festivals in 2005. He is having a brilliant career as a composer, conductor
and scholar and we are proud to perform one of his fine works.

Hard Candy Christmas Carol Hall

This song was written by composer/lyricist Carol Hall for the musical, ‘The
Best Little Whorehouse in Texas’. It’s sung near the end of the show when
the girls of the brothel are preparing to leave. This song is widely attributed
to Dolly Parton, who played the role of Miss Mona in the film version of
the musical and was the featured soloist for the piece.

White Christmas Irving Berlin

One time Buffalonian Irving Berlin wrote this song in 1940 while sitting
poolside at the Arizona Biltmore Resort and Spa in Phoenix, Arizona. It was
introduced by Bing Crosby in the 1942 film ‘Holiday Inn’ where he sang it as
a duet with Marjorie Reynolds. The song went on to receive the Academy
Award for Best Original Song. In the original script, Reynolds (whose voice
was actually dubbed by Martha Mear for the film) BB&Oactually sang, not
Crosby, who was to have sung the song. ‘White Christmas’ was also the title
theme for the 1954 film starring Crosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney and
Vera-Ellen.

Do You Hear What I Hear?  Noel Regney and Gloria Shane

This seasonal standard was written in 1962 by Noel Regney and his then
wife Gloria Shayne. More than 120 versions of this song have been
recorded, in musical styles ranging from jazz and New Age to funk and




reggae. It was written as a clear and plaintive plea for peace at the time of
the Cuban missile crisis, in October 1962. In a 1985 interview with The New
York Times, Mr. Regney said “’I am amazed that people can think they know
the song -- and not know it is a prayer for peace.”

Finally Here

Eric Helmuth is a composer of choral, concert and church music, with over 20
published works. His commissioned works have premiered in such venues

as New York’s Carnegie Hall and Symphony Hall, Boston. When we did our
very first concert way back in 2002, we sang a beautiful love song composed
by Eric Helmuth. He heard about it and sent the chorus and me a beautiful
note congratulating us and wishing us well as we embarked on our BGMC
Jjourney. Eight years later, we’re singing another gorgeous love song by Eric,
called “Finally Here.” This song touches our hearts in many ways and so we
want to dedicate this song to our friends and loved ones in the gay community
and to our friends and loved ones who are always at our sides.

I (;;;cry Men's Chorus

Happy Happy Holidays
Holidays from the
from Madeline Davis GLBT
Stonewall Democrats Archives of WNY
Of Wegtern NY Collecting our history
Seeling fair begigbation “in honor of the voices
and gupport we have lost”
for the WNY LGBT
Community PO.Box 1225,
Meetg every 4th Tuesday Williamsville, NY 14231
?p.m., Pride Center, 18 Trinity {7161631-71670
www. Stonewalldesiocr atgwny.com Phﬂeni){.m d@!e riZU n.net
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About the Artists

Incorporated in 2000, the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
(BGMC) performs a rich catalog of classical, contemporary,
Broadway, pop and multi-cultural music. The repertoire

e is as diverse as the 62 men who are singing with pride as
members of the BGMC. ..

The BGMC has been honored by the Empire State Pride Agenda with

a Community Service Award. This award was given in recognition of
BGMC'’s efforts to raise awareness and to enlighten our region through
song. To that end, the BGMC has performed in a variety of venues
throughout Western New York and in Pennsylvania and Ontario for many
community events. Additionally, the BGMC traveled in 2004 to Montreal
and again in 2008 to Miami to participate in the seventh and eighth
quadrennial GALA Festivals, international gathering of gay and lesbian
choruses. BGMC won the 4rtvoice Best of Buffalo 2008 Award for Best
Choral Group. Also in 2008, the BGMC was honored by the Arts Council of
Buffalo and Western New York, with its prestigious award for Community
Service. It was a glorious day.

While maintaining a strong presence within the gay community, the

BGMC also has been privileged to perform with the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra at Kleinhans Music Hall on two occasions. It has also done
benefits for the Amherst Unitarian Universalist Church music program,
Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church’s restoration, the annual World
AIDS Day Memorial Service and the AIDS Community Services fundraiser,
Cause for Celebration. Additionally, BGMC performed for the arrival of
The Amistad, participated in “Gusto at the Gallery” at the Albright-Knox
Art Gallery, sang at an Ars Nova Musicians “Viva Vivaldi” Concert, sang
at Fredonia College for its diversity and multicultural groups and also
performed at the Nichols School as part of its Diversity Week activities. Of
course, our four major concerts (this year, increased to nine) annually bring
our work to thousands of listeners in the Western New York area.

The BGMC is a New York not-for-profit corporation of member singers
and supporters, dedicated to producing high quality vocal music in the rich
tradition of men’s choral singing. Through its music, the Chorus endeavors
to entertain and enlighten, create harmony and celebrate personal and
community pride. V
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Barbara Wagner (Artistic Director) has served as
Minister of Music at the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Buffalo for 44 years. She was the director of choral
activities at the Nichols School for more than 24 years
and served the congregation of Temple Beth Am as its
Music Director for 12 years. She was in charge of vocal
activities at the Buffalo Seminary for several years and

, conducts the Unitarian Universalist Church Choir as
well as the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. In addition to its Sunday morning
responsibilities, the UU Church Choir has made two highly acclaimed
European tours, the first to Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic and
the second to Ireland, Wales, England and Scotland. In the Fall of 2006, the
choir did a short concert tour of the Northern Adirondacks. The UU Church
Choir, under the direction of Ms. Wagner, has recorded for American
Public Radio, and has performed locally with members of the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra, with the Amherst Saxophone Quartet and with the
Ars Nova Chamber Orchestra. Ms. Wagner was the conductor for the Peace
Odyssey Tour of Hungary and the former Soviet Union. Choral singers
from all over the USA participated in this tour. She was a member

of the prestigious seven member Hymn book Resources Commission that
was responsible for the denominational hymn book, Singing the Living
Tradition, published in 1993. She was the chair of the New Hymns Task
Force, which produced Singing the Journey, another denominational song
book, published in June, 2005.

She ran a choral program at Nichols High School that involved over 100
young singers, including a concert chorus, women’s ensemble, men’s
ensemble and a mixed chamber group. She was also guest conductor for the
City of Good Neighbors Chorale.

Ms. Wagner earned a BFA degree from the State University of New York at
Buffalo, where she studied Organ with Squire Haskin. She has done graduate
work at Westminister Choir College. She did advanced Organ study with Karl
Richter at Munich Conservatory and has done advanced conducting study with
Raymond Harvey, the former Assistant Conductor of the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra and presently the Music Director of the Kalamazoo Symphony. Ms.
‘Wagner regularly attends choral workshops led by many of the most prestigious
choral conductors in this country. Rodney Eichenberger, the late Robert Shaw,
Paul Salumonovich, Robert Page, Vance George and Dale Warland are just a
few of the greats with whom she has worked.
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She is a member of The American Choral Director’s Association, Erie
County Music Educators Association, MENC, Unitarian‘ Ugivgrsjéxli'st‘ . o
Musician’s Network (founding member, former vice president and board
member), NYSSMA, American Guild of Organists (former program chair
and sub dean of the Buffalo Chapter) and Chromatic Club. She was
presented with the Erie County Music Educator/Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra award for excellence in choral education in May of 2002. Ms.
Wagner has been included in editions of both Who 5 Who in Amgri_can
Women and Who's Who in America. She is the proud charter Artistic
Director of the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. ‘

A native of North Carolina, Debi Overton
(Accompanist/Conductor), has held positions as .
coach/accompanist at the University of Texas at Austin
and served as Director of the Chamber Music Program
at The New School of Music in Philadelphia. For
many years, she was active at the Summer Music :
Festival in Aspen, Colorado. As the coach/accompanist
for the choral department in Aspen, she served as
assistant to noted conductor Fiora Contino. She has
assisted in preparing choruses and soloists for such conductors as Ijafnara
Brooks, John Nelson, Robert Shaw and Sergei Commissiona. Additionally,
she has coached with coach/accompanists David Garvey, John Wustman,
Brooks Smith and Dalton Baldwin and the local master, Livingston

Gearhart.

Ms. Overton has accompanied Master Classes for Luciano Pavargtti,
Phyllis Curtin, Jessye Norman, Leontyne Price and 'Sylvi.a McNair. She has
accompanied the regional Metropolitan Opera auditions in Greensboro, NC,
Philadelphia, PA, Atlanta, GA and New York City. Considered by her peers
to be “one of the finest sight readers in the country”, she offers nuances and
subtle interpretations of music that have been enjoyed and applaqded by
thousands of listeners throughout the United States. Recently reviewed, Ms.
Overton was touted as “a musician’s musician” in the Buffalo News.

In addition to her duties as Organist and Choir Master at Calvary Episcopal
church in Williamsville, NY, Ms. Overton is a past chair of the Music
Commission of the WNY Episcopal Diocese; currently serves as a member
of the Board of Directors for the American Guild of Organists and is active
in Western New York teaching, guest conducting, accompanying and
performing with singers and instrumentalists.
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Barbara Levy

Barbara began her musical career at the ripe age of 12 in 1958 when she was
under contract with A.B.C. Paramount Records. Barbara Lyons (as she was
called back then) recorded singles written by Carole King and arranged by
Dick Wess (“Mack the Knife”) and even cut a children’s album with Woody
Herman’s bass player, Chubby Jackson.

During a 35-year hiatus, she raised a family, owned a lefty bookstore,
graduated from business school and went on to earn masters degrees in
special education and social work. Next, she launched and maintains today
a flourishing practice in marriage and family therapy.

Announcing Barbara’s return to performing in 1998 was the release of a CD
of jazz and pre-war standards (“They’re Writing Songs of Love...”) and
began gracing the stages locally and in New York City. She also performed
in Havana, Cuba until travel restrictions halted such exchanges between
musicians. A second CD, “Peel Me a Grape” was released in 2003 and was
well received by jazz lovers everywhere.

Barbara’s educational experiences included the Eastman School of Music
as well as studying at the University of Massachusetts’ famed “Jazz in July”
program as one of only 14 vocalists selected through audition. There she
worked with such greats as Yusef Lateef, Dr. Billy Taylor and Sheila Jordan.

Today, as Barbara enjoys her “golden years, she continues to study, perform
and thrill audiences of all ages.
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16 Linwood Avenue ¢ Buffalo, NY
www.COTAB.net « 716-884-6362
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

“Ths 1s not your grandmother’s Episcopal Church!”

The Chorus would like to extend a special thank you to all of the

advertisers in tonight’s program. They have generously supported thé

Chorus. Please support them with your patronage.
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%° Come worship with us!

Sunday 8 AM Contemporary Service ® 10:30 AM Traditional Service
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services © # PM. Family Service
I PM Lessons and Carols

! Open hearts.Open minds. Open doors.
% The people of The United Methodist Church®

HAMBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Joins with The Buffalo Gay Mers Chorus
to bring HOPE for the holidays

116 Union Street. ® Hamburg © #16.649. 8080
hamburgunitedmethodist @ verizon.net. ® www.hume-nyoorg

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS
and FIGHT AGAIN ST
HATE and BIGOTRY

As this concert program went to press, anonymous hate letters

were being received by Buffalo business people —— including
small business advertisers in this Program. Identified as being
“supporters of the homosexual political and moral agenda
against the laws of moral decency”, they were told that they
would be boycotted “by those who choose not to support this
agenda”. One of the obvious objectives: To intimidate our own

advertisers.

The need to resist anonymous hate and threat is not behind
us. How can we push back? How do we respond to shadowy
sources, who don’t identify themselves and take responsibility
for their actions. Here are some ideas:

» Please support our advertisers. Buy their goods and services.

- Even ifyou cannot buy, please write letters. Or stop inand
see them. Tell them you saw their ad in this Program and
that you appreciate their support of the Chorus. They need
to know.

« And please spread the word to your friends and families.
Encourage them to add their voices of empowerment for local
business people who support diversity and understanding.

Thank you for anything you can do.

A PERSONAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR BY
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BGMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
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MARK J. PESZKO

Attorney At Law

Personal Service
Affordable Fees

BGMC Member

515 Brisbane Bldg.
Buffalo, NY 14203

TEL (716) 855-1921
FAX (716) 854-7692

Attorney Advertisement

LOUS]. |

MO \N

Indmdual and ‘
Relationshi Counsehng
New York State Certxﬁed i
Shdmg Scale el

531 meood Avenue

Buffalo, New York 14209 v | » ,,

716—881—5870
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Vilardo Printing

326 Connecticut Street
Buffalo, NY 14213
(716) 884-2892

ROBIN JOHNSON

For All Your Printing Needs

Iocal and |
dreen |
this
holiday
~ Season
Urban
Roots is
right
Garden and aﬁ@@@@
Eco-friendly -~
gifts at every .
price point
for everyone
on your list -
Master 7
gardenersto .
beginners, Gift
environmen- Certificates

talists,t0  purchased by
home Christmas,
decorators and redeemed
by January 31
receive 15%
off items
‘V’ purchased
, not already
0-» & ‘-‘O discounted.
JA\ e\
Where Buffalo ./a
urba“ Gardens
428 Rhode Island St.
Buffalo, NV 14213
. 116-362-8982
ommumty urbanroots.org
Garden Center  info@urhanroots.org




Congratulations to the
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus,
On their outstanding concert events.

Wishing you continued success!

Laurence Rubin, President

Harry Rosenfeld, Sr. Rabbi
Ilana Schwartzman, Assistant Rabbi
Penny Myers, Cantorial Soloist
Mark Criden, Executive Director
Susan Golberg Pardo, Director of Education

And the Trustees and Members of
Temple Beth Zion,
Buffalo, New York
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Prime Wines, Kenmore © Premium Wine & Spirits, Willidmsville
Prestige Wine & Sy

irits, Orchard Park

i

For Over 35 vears, we've helped
thousands become individuals,

Where your world opens up.

A 4

Peoplelnc

At People Inc., our promise is to help
others see theirs. For decades, we've
made it possible for people with

special needs to live more fulfilling and
independent lives. Our assistance ranges
from children to senior services, day to
residential services, and vocational to
family support services.

716.634.8132 www.people-inc.org

Music for Everyone...
for a Lifetime

A

Let Your Star Rise at CMS 7}5

Enjoy free musical i
activities at the
Rising Stars Open
House on July 26
from 11-4, Savor a
Chicken BBQ and

Have you always
wanted to be a
songwriter? Come (o
Music & Lyrics this
summer. Or enroll
for instrumental,
vocal or jazz lessons
or one of our many
classes.

help the Elmwood
Kiwanis raise
money for
children. Tickets
are on sale now
at CMS.

3
Community Music School J,
415 Elmwood Avenue A

Buffalo, NY 14222
884.4887

Communitymusi cbuffalo.org
East AuroraeGetzvillesLackawanna
LancastersLockporteSnydereSouth Buffale

<&

L
L

r~r
r~r
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KeyBank
salutes
The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

Best Wishes for another successful season!

KeyBank

®

Achieve anything

Happy Holidays

32

CHANGES . . .

Construction

Todd A. Patti

55 Manchester Place tel:716.830.3081
Buffalo, NY 14213 fax:866.478.6366

toddpatti@mac.com

Thank you for another year of great music!

HARRY HOXEIBA %S
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@7 | Ao |
Pl Buffalo Philharmonic Ofchest
BISON AUTOMOTIVE & DETAIL, INC. ' - ' ‘ . .

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE & SALES
1370 KENMORE AVENUE = BUFFALO, NY 14216

ROBERT GUGINO, JR. 873-1193 .

Williamsville United 13
Methodist Church

Lead Pastor: John Wetherwax r
Associate Pastor: Daryl Bennett, Gail Lewis 4
5681 Main St. at Oakgrove | Willamsville, NY 14221 |

(716) 634-4800 | wumc@williamsvilleumc.org
God’s Blessings!

iness a web site.

Our company specializes in helping small- and mid-sized businesses develop an effective online
business strategy to increase revenues, decrease expenses, and improve customer relationships.
We can show you how the tools and features in our unique Web site Management Platform will
help you overcome the challenges and obstacles many business owners face when establishing
an online presence.

All of our Websites offer:
.  Fri, Dec 19, 8pm; Sat, Dec 20, Spm

« Hundreds of professional design choices « 10 Gigabytes of storage space . ,
« WYSIWYG editing tools « Unlimited bandwidth f . Sun, Dec 21, 2:30pm
« Unlimited website modifications « Domain Name Registration _ -
« Customizable product catalog « Email Accounts
« Complete £-Commerce functionality « Live technical support .
« Real time, secure credit card processing « Free software upgrades
« Web site promotion & search engine tool « No lengthy contract commitments

www.GoingWeb.net

is the proud host of the BGMC website.
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432 Franklin St
Buffalo, NY 14202

885-8084

A-Q’.\.
()f) Snm]ug; Brea '[nsk
9 am to 1:30 pm

ST )AJ[S Inabion oo ndfmal Sundarand\Xeekda

Bangquets for all Occasions ‘
pcenquets for all Occasions ]D ,. ,(1,‘.”]@,4‘,,‘11 | : Fucharists, plezse Jom it holiday season fora
American Legion Troop | Post 665 il bn! | CAT_ [ RAL few specla eventsl

ECED FIRIEREIDEDT | || o, v ox
Where Earth Day is celebrated every day. % W % mm’&@ 0;@4%& @u{dm@ &%,
Buffnlo's “Forst and Ouly” 100K How-Tonte Clonwoss j | 3 ’
Youn Featih, Wationst Fiiday, December 19t 1230 pm Pageant 430 pm
Butalo Ny 14500 Eucharist & Candlelighting. 5 pm
e hycccom e g &t service, | 0 Gt q UMine Ssons & Cuch, ; 0 a
www.ecofriendlycc.com Monday thru Friday, 8am-6pm - Saturday, 8am-4pm 1 ChOfﬂl PrelUd€> 10'30 pm
plants - Bromelaids Sunday, Decermber 21 at 3 pm |
accessories ' Solemn Choral Buchaist &
cactus .
= Ot Paul’s Cathedral is located on the Candlelghting, {1 pm
MOTHER NATURE
PLANT EMPORIUM Corner of Chuzch and Pearl Streets, )
Buftalo, NY 14202 Chs %
Certifcates! 7168550900 Benjamin Britten's
4 884-101 J
‘ el wwstpaulscathedeal g A Cetemony of Carols, 10 am
y W Solemn Chotal Eucharist 10:30 am
Fresh Cut Flowers || | < e
We Deli 1 | .
712 elmwood ave. | NomalSindy Encharts: 8 am, ) am, 1115 anmy and 3 s Eveong
881-1575 A Cwattionv i |
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SHOP EAT SURF

Bohemiian
Hostess

Llen &t.%@mwood )

191 Al
Buffalo, NY 14201
(1) £25-6125
www.steeleraz yeafe.com
*WI-FI HOT SPOT*
café Hours
Tuesday - Thursday: 11-4pm
Friday § saturday: 11- 10pm
Sundau: :30-3pme
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94 ElImwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14201

884-2520
fax 881-0157

Hours
Mon.—Thu. 10 am to 10 pm
Fri. and Sat 10 amto 11 pm

Sun 10noon to 10 pm

Desserts
Chocolates
lce cream
coffee

www.afsWeeh‘ooth.c:om

39



Charles Rothe
Ron Blakeslee
Bobby Suwala

LES TARBINS

Hair Care
For Men And Women

76 Allen Street, Buffalo, N.Y. 14202
(716) 884-0161

Now in our Sixth Year - Since 2002

WWWHATEVER

“NOT an Antique Shop” 716-864-6205
262 Bryant @ Elmwood, Buffalo, NY 14222

The NEWEST and most ECLECTIC shop on the Avenue.

At WWWHATEVER you will discover the DECORATIVE, the PRACTICAL
{ and most interesting of all ..... the IMPRACTICAL!
WE specialize in DESIGNER KAST-OFFS, FUNKY PLASTIC JEWELRY, GLITTERY ADORNMENTS,
RETRO 50°S, 60°S, 70°S,
EUROPEAN and AMERICAN POTTERY and PORCELAIN, ART PRINTS, KITSCH ITEMS,
OBJECT ¢'ART from your Mom’s LIVING ROOM, DINING ROOM and KITCHEN.

BUY - SELL - DIGITAL COLLECTION CD SERVICES

Friends of BGMC get 15% off from BGMC members Nelson & Ed

[ ON ELMWOOD

1081 ELMWOOD AVENUE/886-9081/0PEN 24 HOURS

Last o"'f"'ty Red

Jcmuary 16-

Bye Bye Btrdse

February 6—15 2009

Hound of the Baslrzervllles =
February 20- Morrch 8, 200,9’ ‘,

Godspell
March 27- April 11, 2009

Funny Money
May 1 —10, 2009

Brigadoon
May 15-24, 2009

The Dining Room
May 29~ June 7, 2009

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to

the Forum
June 12-21, 2009
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The 2008/09

Out & About
Phonebook
has hit the streets.

L

B e

Do you have yourcopy?

www.myoutandabout.com

431 Elmwood Aven‘ue
Buffalo, NY 14222
TheWineThiefBuffalo.com

Cafe 59

59 Allen Street
Buffalo, NY 14202
883-1880
Fax 716-332-0319

www.cafeb59.com

Monday- Friday
8:00 AM—6:00 PM
Saturday
10:00AM—5:00 PM

The Littell House

137 Summer Street
Buffalo, NY 14222

716.228.7260
Fax 716.883.4588
hoppe@buftalo.edu
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EMAIL: DARIVERA@CITY-BUFFALO.COM

DaviD A. RIVERA

NIAGARA DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER

REBIZ: NAVIBAB

PHONE: (716)851-5125
PHONE: (716)BS1-5126
FAX: (716)851-4970

65 NIAGARA SQUARE
ROOM 1504
BUFFALO, NY 14202

Kay Patterson

Licensed Mental Health Counselor

Counseling for Change

5820 Main Street, Suite 203, Williamsville, NY 14221
Phone: (716) 838-1236 Cell: (716) 583-4902

Challenging

TRINITY

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
— The heart of the City —

Worship Services:
Sundays: 8:30AM [ 10:30 AM |7 PM

‘Gates Circl
Wine & Liquor

14‘30 Delaware Ave
www.trinitybuffalo.org it 884.-1346

371 Delaware Ave., Buffalo, NY. 14202
716-852-8314

Proud to Support
The BGMC

KenneySheltonLiptakNowaku.r

Easy to Work With Tough to Beat

Attorneys Committed to Serving the Community

Matrimonial and Family Law
Adoptions, Collections, Real Estate, Wills
Commercial Litigation
Insurance Defense and Coverage, Toxic Torts
Subrogation, Worker's Compensation

Shari Jo Reich, Esq.
716-853-3801, Ext. 364
sjreich@kslnlaw.com

14 Lafayette Square = Suite 510 » Buffalo, NY m 14203 u 716 853-3801
BUFFALO ALBANY CORNING NEW YORK ROCHESTER

KSLNLaw.com




FHappy Felidays

buffalo united artists salutes the buffalo gay men’s chorus |

Mark Custom Recording Semice I, e

Unity Church in Buffalo @

Positive, Practical and Progressive. . .

With love and in celebration of our unity, we honor
the strength of the wondrous diversity within our community.

1243 Delaware Ave. (near Auburn Ave.) All are welcome!
Buffalo, New York 14209 We invite you to our Sunday
(716) 882-0391 « info@unitybuffalo.org service at 10 a.m. and our

www.unitybuffalo.org coffee social afterward.

x‘s*

Happyj Holidzys?

Thank you, BGMC, for entertaining
& enlightening Buffalo and WNY audiences.

Jim Mack
Licensed Real Estate Broker Associate
Holcberg, Ltd. Real Estate 410 Elmwood Ave.
716 743 6588 (24 hour voicemail)
jmack@holcberg.com

o VHS to DVD
+ Coyrght Free Music
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L pride In being the
recording company of choice for the Buffalo Gay Men Chos, Be
n our stateoftheartsucio n Clarence, or on locaton n your venug, |

Mok Recording il make you and your ensemble, sound great!
I addition to recording, you can look to-us for:

o (D Manufacturing
o DVD Manufacturing
o Complete Art Design

We e Your One Sop Recordng Ser Stor

o Transfers from Records to CD

*—: Jflalk Custom RecordingSenice, nc » 10815 Boding Road » Clarence, Y

116,759,260 » www.markcustom,com




Best wishes to all BGMC members from your favorite bar:

‘ the only letter
the rest of the alphabet is jealous of

44 Allen Suoeet
Buffalo, New York 14202 (716) 332-2223

“Bring your concert ticket stub into our bar folowing the concert
Buy one drink and get the second drink on the house!!

Ray L. Whitman
K President

&
HITMAN ROOFING, INC.

332 NORFOLK AVENUE, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14215-3229

All Types of Commercial & Residential Roofing
Architectural Sheet Metal
State & Tile

(716) 835-6904 (716) 835-6976 Fax

Congressman Brian Higgins
http://higgins.house.gov

Erie County Office
726 Exchange Street
Suite 601
Buffalo, NY 14210
Phone: 716-852-3501
Fax: 716-852-3929




From Your Friends at

“Gay Bingo”
&

“The Serendipidity Shoppe”
Buffalo’s newest high-end thrift shop
ocated at Lafeyette Presbyterian Church

The AIDS Plus Fund of WNY
all proceeds raised benefit those
affected by or living with HIV/AIDS

www.buffalogaybingo.org

. £

At the end of Your Rainbow?

Individual counseling, support
groups, spiritual care, and
emergency assistance —
sensitive to the unique challenges
of GLBT men and women for
body, mind, and spirit.

Day and Evening Hours
Sliding Scale Fee
Serving the community since 1989

40 Gates Circle 7 il

Across from

Millard Fillmore Gates Hospital

(716) 881-4612
www.afsbflo.org

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
724 Delaware Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14209
716-884-9437

www.westminster-bflo.org

A More Light Church
All Are Welcome

Sunday Worship:
8:45am and | 1:00am
July/August: 8:00AM and 10:00AM

'ﬁeorge Gershwm $ Rnansuﬂv in Blue isthe
lasis for a celetifation and expioration of

 American music and the American spirit at tms
extraordinary time in our history Featured i W
AMERICAN RHAPSODY are Musicalfare Artistic

) Director Randall Kramer John Fredo and

. Others with cnnrengraulw hu lnn lehler tmm

, flenremanee ,

MUSICALZE

THEATR:GD]
C : ]

ces on th ime Wamer Cable Stage at Muskall-‘are 0 4380 Main Street




e-mail: igolombek@ch.ci.buffalo.ny.us

JosepH GOLOMBEK, JR.
COUNCILMEMBER NORTH DISTRICT

a5t Wishas

ROOM 1502 CITY HALL
851-51186 BUFFALO, NY 14202

Buffalo’s Best!

« PIZZA - SUBS * WINGS

* FINGERS * TACOS * SALADS

and more ...
1065 Elmwood Ave. Comer of Bird Ave.

PickUpor (e
Deltvery :

Booomooooooooonsooppoooooer s o eesen o

Silver Anniversarg Season
2008 - 2009

Moo R T S S R R R R N R

5omet/n}7g Old..
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Oooommesmess

EREUDIG
SINGERS

OF WISTERN NEW YORK

5omct/u}ag New...

Wor]cl Frem;cres & Con’cemporarg ]:avontes
f;)aturdag March 21 2009
7:30 p.m. - [ ancaster oPera House
presen c'c/bj; Lancawt &r (:70 cra [House

E e 3 o & 38450 3 1408 A4 Yk 03 204 i o ok 4 3 VA3 S0 Srd G T 4 08 0 £ Vid G S A 3 438 i o ik Sk d e d bt 3 ok i d U3 W G L L2 ok il b H

5omet/71}7g Pormrowed.
5omct/71}7g Plue...
e
We're Singin’ the Dlues
Friclag Maf_j | 2009
7:50 p.m. ~ Blessed Trinitg Roman (_atholic (hurch
ff)undag Mag 3 2009

7:00 p-m. - Musican:are Theatre

S m SIS e e s s s e s s e Y
1 R 0N T Y R N R R0 T N Y Y S S S S R Y

uﬁmﬂ“ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂamﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂ:nﬂﬂﬁﬂ f-id—fi—i-i-t_ i i-i—i-] Eﬂa

Roland E. Martin, Director
J16.667.7088/ www./}cuc/{gs;hgcm.wg

Come celebrate with us!
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SLuffalr Gay Men's Choms
and Sutrons

MARIA R. WHYTE
Majority Leader ©
Erie County Legislature

Legislature-6th District

286 Lafayéﬁe Avenue
Buffalo’,‘ New York 14213

An Inclusive Community i

of Faith and Compassion Neighborhood Office:
o< 716/874-3257

Fax: 716/874-4779

Downtown Office: 716/858-8840

E-Mail: whytem@erie.gov

St. John's-Grace Episcopal Church
51 Colonial Circle (Richmond at Lafayette)
886-1112 www.stjohnsgrace.com
Rev. Philip W. Dougharty, Rector
David K. Mathewson, Organist/Choirmaster

The Unitarian Universalist
Church of Buffalo

Proudly standing with the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
and doing what we do best:

Saying “Yes” to Love
-UUCB-
On the corner of Elmwood and West Ferry
Sunday Services 11:00 a.m.
Reverend Joel Miller, Minister

Barbara Wagner, Minister of Music




To the BGMC
Thank you

Our hearts are lightened by your song

BUFFALO
Front Runners / Front Walkers

A social exercise group meeting in
Delaware Park at Nottingham Terrace at Meadow
Road, Sunday at 10 a.m. and Tuesday at & p.m.

Website: www.freewebs.com/ buffalofront/

ALL WELCOME

ALL YEAR ROUND N

- Thanks for giving us
~ the song and dance.
When it comes to winning over crowds, no one does it ,
better than The BGMC. We're proud to provide
, formalwear for the chorus and hope they continue to
2y shine.

[ Tuxenouunetion

Boulévard Mall

Southgate Plaza
_ Eastern Hills Mall Summit Park WEY

McKinley Mall Walden Galleria

o
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o
1
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_ The Bufido Gay Men’s Chorus

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN v

- CHURCH OF BUFFALO

proudly supports | . ‘

 From large-scale gay and lesbian

SR g cruises to unique tours, we bring

The Reverend Geri Lyon, Pastor | you the best offerings available.
Dr. David R. Bond; , .

Organist/Choirma‘ster

Sunday Worship at 11:00 a.m,
Christmas Eve af 11:060 pm

One Symphony- Circle
Buffalo, NY 14201
(across from.Keinhans)
www)ﬁrstchurchbuffalo.org

716.884.7250

NSp7
4l o fidonce

We are a diverse,

POLISH CADETS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. \ Friday: 9 a.m.to 5:30 p.m.

873-1174 Fax 873-1256
B.G.M.C. MEMBERS Welcome!!
Very Good Interest \ Rate On Savings!!
All Types Of Loans Available \ Free Checking & Debit Cards
Direct Deposit \ Christmas Club Savings

KEVIN L. GIBSON

Certified Public Accountant

CPA

Phone (716) 822-7740
Fax (716) 822-5878

220 Orchard Park Road
West Seneca, NY 14224
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Opening doors and hearts to people living with AIDS.

If you or a loved one would like more Information,
__please call Barbara Donohue at 834-4940. Ext.207

aow-sslon

105 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14201
716 -882-4971

Showroom: 200 Amherst St., Buffalo ¢ Hours: M-F 9-5| W 9.81Sat. 9-1 » 716.873.4100
artisankitchensandbaths.com

-
i
o

Wlth The Amherst Symphony"Orch t
~ and Dr. Saul Elkin

Sun February, 8, 7:00 pm |
Amherst Mlddle, ng s nghway, Amhers

Passport to Song ‘
Enjoy the wonderful dlversn'y of choral 1 musm,l
Passport to Song, an evening of a cappella works
from around the world. ~
Sat. March 28,7:30 pm
ArtsCanisius Concert, Montante Center
Sun. March 29, 4:00 pm
SS Peter and Paul Church, Williamsville

Make A Joyful Noise!

Join us for an exciting evening of sound and spirit,
including several pieces combining percussion
ensemble and choir.

Fri. June 5, 8:00 pm
St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral, Buffalo
Sun. June 7, 4:00 pm
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo

Join us for another exciting season of great choral music!

** For more information please visit www.amherstsymphony.com
Tickets for all other concerts are available at the door: $15.
www.vocalischamberchoir.org
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ELMWOOD
FRAMING &
INTERIORS

245 ELMWOOD AVE.
BUFFALO, NEW YORK

716-883-2071 iﬁﬂ

W
CUSTOM FRAMING
FINE ART
UNIQUE GIFTS
PRINTS
ART CONSULTATION & DESIGN
ART PLACEMENT & DISPLAY
PHOTO RESTORATION
CUSTOM MIRRORS

WWW.ELMWOODFRAMING.COM

SERVING THE CORPORATE, COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY SINCE 1977

MICHAEL P. GILLIS

HSBC is proud to support
The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
and the local communities we serve.

“6’ HSBC <>

The world’s local bank

Issued by HSBC Bank USA NA. © HSBC Bank USA, NLA. 2008




ELEBRATE

YOUR DIVERSITY WITH US!

o SA.G.E.

©® @ ® V“WESTERN NEW YORK

A -."pri( e
Suth

pride)
Works

INDIVIDUALS

PROVIDING COMMUNITY SERVICES TO
T AT R I (R DAVID BOHNETT CYBERCENTER
WESTERN NEW YORK LGBT LIBRARY

FAMILIES
FINANCIAL & FAMILY PLANNING
REFERRALS & RESOURCES

COMMUNITIES
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MEETING SPACE

WWW.PRIDECENTERWNY.ORG
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