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Presents

Friday, June 20,2008
Unitarian Universalist
Church of Buffalo

695 Elmwood Avenue

(at the corner of West Ferry St.)

*Saturday, June 21,2008
First Presbyterian Church

*Interpreted for
3rd Concert: hearing impaired
Sunday, June 22,2008
Williamsville United Methodist
5681 Main Street

at4pm  Doors open at 7pm

Concert at 8 pm

Adults $20
Special Guests: Students, Seniors
The Royal Serenaders Male Chorus & Disabled $18
Roy A. Mathis - Director
Joyce C. Mathis - Accompanist Preferred Seating Available
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- wanted it all.

we can help as little or as much as you like"

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN SERVICE

AMHERST DESIGN CENTER 3875 SHERIDAN DRIVE 716.839.4484
WWW.ETHANALLEN.COM ©2007 ETHAN ALLEN GLOBAL, INC.

The Buffalo Goy Men's Chorus

Office:

695 ElImwood Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14222
716.883.1277
www.buffalogaymenschorus.org

A NEW YORK NOT-FOR PROFIT CORPORATION

Our Mission

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus is dedicated
to producing vocal music of high quality in
the rich tradition of men’s choral singing.

We seek through song not only to entertain,
but also to enlighten.

We sing to create harmony as we celebrate
pride in our communities and in ourselves.




CITY OF BUFFALO

BYRON W. BROWN
MAYOR

June 2008

Dear Members and Supporters of the Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus:
| extend greetings to the BGMC on the occasion of your 7™ season of song!

On behalf of the residents of Buffalo, | send warm wishes on behalf of the City of
Buffalo as you present “Connections” at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Buffalo on June 20™ and at the First Presbyterian Church on June 21%. | also
wish you success with your appearance at the Williamsville United Methodist
Church on June 22",

Congratulations on receiving the 2008 Arts Organization Award from the Arts
Council in Buffalo & Erie County! Your continued success under the direction of
Maestra Barbara Wagner represents all that is best about the arts in our region:
beauty, harmony and excellence!

While your audience listens to your “vocal music of high quality in the rich
tradition of men’s choral singing,” they realize your sounds are the result of hard
work and many rehearsal hours. We also look forward to the special appearance
by The Royal Serenaders Male Chorus, founded in 1946, at your concerts.

Congratulations on the ever-growing positive impact you have on our community
and region and continued best wishes as you enlighten and entertain in our city
of “Good Neighbors!”

S'%:ereiy,
By

W. Brown
Mayor

65 NIAGARA SQUARE / 201 CITY HALL / BUFFALO, NY 14202-3392 / (716) 851-4841 FAX: (716) 851-4360 / www.city-buffalo.com

SPECIAL THANKS

Rev. Joel Miller and the Unitarian

Our Friday Hosts o e St
Universalist Church of Buffilo

Our Saturday Hosts Rev. Geri Lyon and the First
Presbyterian Church of Buffalo

Our Sunday Hosts Rev. Gail Lewis and the Williamsville
United Methodist Church

Advertising Robert Szustak and Russ Link

Program Cover Artwork Robin Johnson

Program Design and Layout Vilardo Printing

Music Notes Barbara Wagner and Jason Ward

Photography Mike Longo

House Manager Mike Mroczka

Tickets Paul Cassavaugh and Linda Reznick

Ushers Buffalo Front Runners

Web Development and Norm Duttweiler

Hosting

Signing for Hearing Impaired Catherine Hardesty, CT/OTC

For Their Enriching Contribution The Royal Serenaders Male Chorus

Recording Coordinator Michael Styn

@0

Please feel free to notify the Chorus of any changes or corrections for
future programs at www.buffalogaymenschorus.org or by letter to the
Chorus at 695 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo 14222.

BGMC has “gone green”. Please recycle your concert program if you
do not wish to keep it as a souvenir. You will find collection boxes at the

rear of the concert hall. Thank you!




Friends of the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
From all of the BGMC Family, a very special and heartfelt thank
you to the Friends of the BGMC. Your generosity allows us to bring
enlightenment, inspiration, healing and harmony to the greater com-
munity and to all of us. We are most grateful that you have added
your “voice” to ours.

The Friends of the BGMC listed in this program are those who have contributed
between Fune 4, 2007 and Fune 4, 2008.

Composer $2,500 +
Anonymous, in honor of Pilgrim St. Luke’s United Church of Christ

Maestro $1,000 +

Buffalo AIDS Fund of WNY, Special Bingo
For Scholarship Fund for Members Affected by HIV/AIDS
Paul A. Cassavaugh
Coorinne and Victor Rice

Virtuoso $400 +

Barbara and Brian Baird
Douglas Charles and Gary Bienkowski
William and Marjorie Gardner, in memory of Sam Herr

Charles C. Konesky III, Darrin Kahn and Verizon (matching funds)
David Mathewson and Merrill Lynch Foundation (matching funds)

Ramén Meléndez

Roger Parris and Michael Longo
Michael Warner

Conductor $200 +
Thomas R. Alcamo Lorne Edward Gretsinger
Christopher S. Babbitt James D. Haynes and Donald Licht

David Batt John F. Herbert
Belmore and Peter Bridgford, in David Hetherly

honor of Russ Link and David Mathewson  Jason Higbee
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Clifford, Ingram Micro, Inc. (matching funds)
n honor of Jason Alex Ward Jim Jagow, 1n memory of Patrick
Marion Dann, tn memory of two nephews — Pruski and Raymond Welsh
Norman Duttweiler, Jr. G. Michael Liska
Francis Felser and David Shaver James Mack

Ronald J. Galena Timothy H. Mahiques

Conductor $200 + (continued)

Nicholas Marchelos ~ Linda Reznick
Ryan McKane " Roger Mark Seifert and Dennis C.
Sharon Osgood, Esq., tn honor of Stuart, in memory of Sam Herr

Russell Link Tim Socha and Bob Carlson i
Michael Osika, Daniel Salcedo, M.D. Underground Nlteclub n memog) qf
Agnes Palazzetti-Minion, in honor of ~ Richard Shiesley

Dennis Stuart Ray and Mary Whitman, in honor of
Nathan E. Phillips Steven “Gone South” Young - Wé miss, _you
Jeffrey H. Platt dear friend!

Soloist $100 +
Michael Andriaccio and Joanne Joel and Andree Lippes

Castellani Marjorie Lord, in memory of Donald
Anonymous, in memory of Gary Savage
Muscaro Kathleen S. Ludwig

Bernice and George Baeumler, in Ms. Kurtice G. Luther, in memory of
honor of Roy Mathis who 61 years Scott Winslow. Willett
ago did for the black male what BGMC ~ Marie A. Marshall
is doing for gay males with his Royal Mark Meyer
Serenaders group, still singing Blessed 1s Dr. Edwin A. Mirand, in memory of
the power of muste. Edwin Merritt Frantz
Paul G. Berglund David and Ellen Moomaw, in honor of
Will and Bonnie Botsford, i honor of  Alexandra Moomaw and Angelique Harvey
Michael and Paul, David and Michael,  Louis J. Moran, LGSW, in memory of

Don and Sam Bill Coplon and Michael Duclos
Joan C. Caruso, in memory of Gary Barbara Neth and Kevin Po-Chedley
Mascaro Debi Overton and Kathleen Niles
Max and Sheila Casey Mark Peszko
Laurie Dann Richard Price

John and Smita D’Arcangelo, in John Rex
memory of David A. Nunemaker Bob and Luann Roberts
The Rev. Charles A. Deacon Paula and Alan Rosner, in honor of

James a_nd Mary Frances Derby Rwsell Llﬂk’.f 75t}l bth}ldq}’ )
Edward R. Eardley Brian Rotach and Cheryl Bird, i
Morgan and Carolyn Epes h""?’ of Russell Link )
Terry Griggs Denise and Bob Scheig
Ronald Groth Paul B. Selmonsky
Bob and Norma Henderson Iga;ln%t S}z‘:ﬁ'an
Linda Kaumeyer Me éCTherrien
Mr. and Ms. John T. Kociela C ary e
. E andice Titus-Fuller
Lindy Korn, Esq. Cynthia Van Ness

Norma Jean Lamb, in honor of Barbara Wagner, in honor of Chert
Barbara Wagner Wapperer




Friends of the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

(continued)

Singer Up to $99

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Abramowitz,
in honor of Russell Link

David Adinolf

Anonymous, in memory of Jim Kane

Anonymous, in honor of Woody Sipprell
and Bob Rose

Anonymous (four separate donors)

D. Jeanne Aydelotte, in honor of Russ
Link’s birthday

Mary H. Benzel

Gail Boardway, in honor of the Ghorus
Sfor the beautsful music of their hearts and
souls

John Burkhardt and J.W. Harrington

Ruth L. Bury, in honor of Martin Paleic

Dr. Donald Callen Freed and Larry
Ebmeier, in honor of Mark Meyer and
Deluyn Milander

Sandra J. Carrubba

Linda S. Chiarenza, in honor of Russ

ink’s birthday

Arthur Christy

Ruth Cohan and Paula Tiedemann

Dominic De Fillippo and Arlan
Peters

Marjorie Dodd Gearing

Joan M. Doerr, in honor of Russell
Link’s 75th birthday

Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Ebel, i
memory of Margaret Puma

Bill Engelbrecht

William J. Fay, in honor of Russ Link

David and Anne Floyd

Marvin and Marcia Frankel, in honor
of Glenn Frankel, Adam Cohen and Lucy
Maya Cohen-Frankel

Collin Gehl

Mr. and Mrs. Roger D. Georgi

Rev. Clara Gillies

Lynne B. Giroux

Helene Gliboff

Michael and Susan Gorup

Carl and Eloise Granger

Joseph Grieco

Francie Hace and Gerald J. Hace

Denise Hanlon

Peter G. Hart

Richard Herr

Jack Hogan

Barbara D. Holender

Ron Houk, in memory of Debbie Osiga,
good friend and constant supporter of the
Chorus and its mission

Robert Hughes

Paula W. Jack

Revs. James and Marie Jerge

Doris Jones

Kensington Faculty Association

Ed Koryl

John and Jenneth Lane

Dr. and Mrs. Louis Lazar

Dr Richard Lee

Alfred Liberante, Jr.

Dorothy M. Lien, in memory of Mark
Faltyn

Katie Lorentz, in memory of Margaret
Puma

Dr. Horace Mann

Norm and Gloria McLaughlin, i
memory of Fames Murnan

Peter V. McNally

Donald J. Nasca

Singer Up to $99 (continued)
~Mary K. Rossberg

National Association of Letter .
Carriers, Branch No. 3, m memmy
of Margaret Puma

Arthur E. Neeb and Arthurj
Picogna

Peter Nimkoff

Irene E. Norton

Hugh J. and Ann O’Hear

James B. Palka

Catherine B. Parker

Roger Parris and Michael Longo, in

honor of Russ Link’s milestone birthday

Roger Parris and Michael Longo, in
honor of Larry VanHeusen’s and Bob
Scharf’s retirements

John J. Pellegrini

Donald M. Pinké, in memory of
Margaret Puma

Jim and Trudy Possinger

Gregory P. Rabb

Barbara M. Ribbick, i honor of
Russ Link

Louis M. Ricci

David Rocque

Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld

Gretchen Sciarrino '
Mary Pat and Debbie Shcchan n }wrwr :

of Dave Gannon =~~~
Summer Street Cat Chmc

* John and Elaine Swaine .

Andrea M. Tach and chorah k-
Moeser

-Dom T. Tra.pam

Ted Van'Velzen, in honor of ]zm]agow ~

Betty and Richard Venator, in honor of
Russ Link

John and Noreen szone, in memory <y’
Friends

Joseph G. Vuich

Margaret and Ronald Welker

Robert A. Wiechman

Martin J. Wimmer, Dr. Douglas M.
‘Scheidt and Family -

Louise and Tom Yots, in memory of
Foseph Rocchio

Axlene and Paul Zawadski, in memory of
Peter Wandel

Tom Zimpfer

Rita H. Zwick

bua® bgmc

buffalo unibed artists salutes the buffalo gay men’s chorus




Connections
G. Michael Liska, President

On behalf of the entire BGMC membership, the Board of
Directors and Artisic Director Barb Wagner, I wish to express our
sincere thanks to all of cur faithful supporters and contributors.
We thank you for the many letters and conversations of praise for
the work we do in WNY and surrounding communities, Without
your generous gifts and encouraging words telling us how we have

Y &7 touched so many of your lives, our driving forces might have fallen
short of yours and our goals. At this point in our existence, the BGMG has achieved
much success and has won many awards in recognition of our work to enlighten and
challenge those that may not fully embrace diversity.

Our loyal fans have always been foremost in our thoughts, as we plan for each
presentation. We have sought to grow as we add to the diversity of our musical
selections, of other languages, styles with varying degrees of difficulty, that challenge
us to become better musicians . Our fresh new programs each January and June have
paved our way to sUCcess as we strive to carry out our mission of changing hearts and
minds through song,

In our attempt to reach new audiences, we have added a third performance on Sunday
afternoans. In addition a Holiday Concert Sertes is planned for December. Check the
buffalogaymenschorus.org web site for dates and times.

From classics to ballads, to songs of great love and devotion, each concert is more
diverse than the previous one. Our powerful new piece “Yes!l,” composed for the
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus, is proudly presented for the first time in this concert series.
The struggles of an interracial relationship and the innocence of two young boys,
frowned upon by their elders, plays out with the highs and lows of this exceptionally
chailenging piece. We face the challenges of learning the whimsical but amusing
choralography pieces, as we work to ensure that our patrons have the broadest

experience possible at cur concerts.

We blend our hearts and minds, knowing and respecting each other for our differences
as individuals, as we stand beside our Brothers in Song The energy, passion and love
of the BGMC organization can’t help but shine through.

This, my friends, is the real reason for our success. We are proud men, confident in
knowing who we are. We have one common desire, and that is to present beautful
music to gur beautifisf friends, and along the way to open minds and change
perceptions,

Thark you 3 for being with us today and for supporting the BGMC. Your gifts and
denations aliow us to continue our important work in the comrmunity.

Yours in Harmony,
G. Michael Liska

Connections
Barbara Wa_éiiér, Artistic Director

Dear Friends and Music Lovers,

This concert is truly about connections; the connections between
parents and children, men and women, men and men, women
and women, connections with nature and faith, connecnons
within our community, connectons 1o racism a.nd homophobxa
and our rush for justice, our own country, in sp1t(: ‘of all that’s
happened, how we handle failure and disappointment.

We connect with the Broadway shows that make us laugh and love and even dance,
with thanks for the creativity and the hard work of our delightfil, adventurous
men, connections to the powerful and painfud past that our beloved Madeline Davis
reminds us of so poignantly.

In the end, we need to connect with ourselves and cach other honestly; “Color of
Colorado™ and “Here’s Where I Stand” allow us to do just that in very different
ways. One of the most defining and heart wrenching knes in “Everything Possible”
reads “I will sing you a song no one sang to me, may it keep you good company.”
That’s what we will try to do for you today.

We hope yow'll laugh out loud, cry real tears, be moved to justice, understanding
and cquality, and have an amazing time with us. We're so glad you're here.
We've chatted with some of you already and will chat more after the concert

at the reception. Some of you arc brand new to our concerts and others are
longtime faithful fans. We welcome you with gratitude for your support and your
understanding of our mission and vision.

With much love and thanks,
Barbara Wagner




Tenor I

Robert Black

Peter Bruschi

Pee Lee Clark
Robert T. Donner
Shaun Doyle, Jr.
Norm Duttweiler, Jr.
Ron Houk

Dion Johnson

G. Michael Liska*
Randy McWharf
Matthew Mooney
CLff Moore II1

B. Aidan Ngin
Thomas Nolan
John Rex

Hanford Seai, Jr.
Robert J. Szustak**
Kevin L. Thompson

Bass I
Christopher Babbitt*
Dave Batt*

Paul Berglund
Dennis Bolton

Dan Folwell

William H. Gardner*
Andrew Giarrizzo
Michael Heaney
Jeffrey Hunt

Darrin Kahn
Vincent Kuntz
Ramén A. Meléndez
Raymond Neil

Andy Newbert**
Andrew C. Pollard
Joe Puma

Jim Rigo

Robert Rose
Sherwood ‘Woody’ Sipprell
Peter Smith

Dennis C. Stuart
Vernon West

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

Tenor II

Donald Behr

Paul Brundage
Edward F. Ciszek, Jr.
David Gannon
William C. Hardy
Gerald Klein
Delwyn Milander
Nelson A. Neels
Roger Parris

Mark J. Peszko
Nathan E. Phillips
Michael Rogers
Cedric ‘Flip® Taporco**
Jason A. Ward
James N. Wieland

Bass II

Jaime Stephan Goldfuss
Lorne Edward Gretsinger*
Jason Higbee*

Jim Jagow

Paul LaDuca

Russell C. Link
Timothy H. Mahiques
Mark Marquardsen
David K. Mathewson**
Ryan J. McKane*

L. Martin Palcic

Brian Rotach

Lawrence Van Heusen
Edward K. Wadin
Joseph A. Zimmerman

** Section Leader
*Board of Directors

Non-Singing Members

Arxtistic Director

The BuffalO‘Gay"MEnl)s Chorus ; 1

(continued)

Board of Directors

Michael Gillis G. Michael Liska, President
Michael Hunter _Christopher Babbitt, Vice President
John Jubulis Jason Higbee, Secretary oo
Mike Longo ‘William H. Gardner, Treasurer

Mark Meyer David Batt

Kyler Miller Norm Duttweiler, Jr.

Linda Reznick Lorne Edward Gretsinger

Michael Shanahan Ryan McKane

News & Information Director

Barbara Wagner Kathleen Bryce Niles
Accompanist Archivist
Debi Overton Chuck Alaimo

77—
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‘Our Voices Win Freedom...
...is the motto of GALA Choruses.

The Gay And Lesbian Association of Choruses, Inc. (GALA
Choruses) is the world’s only association committed to
serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
choral movement. BGMC is a proud five-year member
of this now over 100 member association encompassing
10,000 plus singers. Formed in 1982, GALA Choruses
provides support and helps foster the artistic and
organizational development of member choruses through
a wide variety of programs and services. GALA Choruses
produces choral festivals, educational conferences and
publications and facilitates networking among members.
BGMC traveled to Montreal, Canada, in the summer of
2004 and performed in GALA Festival VII and is currently
making plans to attend and perform at GALA Festival VIII
in Miami, Florida in July 2008.

\s

)




The Twenty Third Psalm

Spiritual

Connections

Processional
Down in the River to Pray
Appalachian Folk Song Arranged by Mark Hafso
Everything Possible Melody and Text:
Rev. Fred Small (UU Minister)
Arranged by Craig Carnahan
The Rainbow Connection Words and Music:
Paul Williams and Kenneth Ascher
Arranged by Audrey Snyder
Chamber Chorus
Middle Child Words and Music: Eric Lane Barnes
Our Children Music: Stephen Flaherty
from Ragtime Lyrics: Lynn Ahrens

Jason Higbee, Bass; Christopher Babbitt, Baritone

THE ROYAL SERENADERS MALE CHORUS
Roy A. Mathis, Founder and Director
Joyce Cameron Mathis, Accompanist

I’m Gonna Sing ‘til the Spirit Moves in My Heart

Words and Music: Moses Hogan
Music: Alfred Newman
Arranged by Ken Darby

My Soul’s Been Anchored in de Lord

Arranged by Glenn L. Jones

Hansiel Moody, Peter Hey and Bob Cook, Soloists

Make Them Hear You Music: Stephen Flaherty
from Ragtime Lyrics: Lynn Ahrens
Revoicing: Jaime Goldfuss
12

Yes! ' * Music: Dr. Adolphus Hailstork

Text: Countee Cullen (1903 — 1946)

Commissioned by the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorusx ’
for the GALA Chorus Festival in Miami, Florida
and for this weekend’s concerts “Connections.”

“Tableau” by Cduni(;;eeﬂ Cullen © 1925
Copyrights held by The Amistad Research Center, Tulane University

Locked arm in arm they cross:the way,
The black boy and the white,

The golden splendor of the day,

The sable pride of night.

From lowered blinds the dark folk stare,
And here the fair folk talk,

Indignant that these two should dare
In unison to walk.

Oblivious to look and word

They pass and see no wonder
That lightning brilliant as a sword
Should blaze the path of thunder.

The emotionally charged music and poetry help us take a powerful look at
racism and homophobia, and how we are connected and affected by it. We
hear explosive unpitched sounds like those of a work song — a chain gang, if
you will - “locked arm in arm” - explosive, dissonant music. A young black
boy and a boy that’s white cross the way — the “splendor of the day” and
the “sable pride of night,” gently locked arm in arm. Soaring, joyous music
describes the splendor of the day while the sable pride of night is reflected
in quiet harmonies. Dissonance again reflects the racism and homophobia
as they rear their ugly heads from behind the lowered blinds where the dark
folks stare and the fair folk talk. How could they?!!! The boys, oblivious to
the indignation, walk in the midst of music that informs brilliant lightning,
blazing the path of thunder. They walk arm in arm in defiance and hope as
the singers soar to the top of their ranges in triumph.

13




Anthem Lyrics: Tim Rice
Words and Music: Benny Anderson
and Bjorn Alvaeus
Arranged by Kathleen McGuire,
1993, revised 2006
Matthew Mooney, Tenor

Storm is Passing Over Charles Albert Tindley
Arranged by Barbara Baker
— Intermission —
Big Spender Music: Cy Coleman
from Sweet Charity Lyrics: Dorothy Field
Arranged by Charles Beal
with Gladys Over, Guest Artist
Naturally Words and Music: Johnny Colla and
Huey Lewis
Arranged by Carl Strommen
Chamber Chorus
Peelee Clark, Tenor (Vielen Dank und Viele Liebe)
Friendship Words and Music: Cole Porter
Arranged by Greg Gilpin
Not While I’m Around Music and Lyrics: Stephen Sondheim
from Sweeney Todd Arranged by Robert Page
Another One Down Words and Music: Madeline Davis
Arranged by Phil Sims
Psalm 23 Music: Leonard Bernstein
from Chichester Psalms Words: Psalm 23, entire

Psalm 2, vs. 1 — 4

Robert Szustak, Counter Tenor

We Go Together . Musicand Liyrics: Warren Casey a.nd
from Grease L] w7 Jim Jacobs o ;
Arranged by Ed LO_]CSkl e
~ 'Choralography Peelee Clark

Color Out of Colorado Music: chk Gallagher
Lyrics:*Mark Waldrop

Arranged for NYCGMC by Larry

Moore

Here’s Where I Stand Music::Michael Gore
from Camp ~ Lyrics: Lynn Ahrens
Shaun Doyle, Tenor

@

Christopher Hart, Percussionist
Timothy Morz, Bass
Elizabeth Reeds, Flutist

2=

Please join us for a Reception
immediately following the Performance.

14

This concert is made possible in part by the

Arts Council in Buffalo & Erie County
with public funds from the
New York State Council on the
Arts’ Decentralization Program.




Music Notes
Barbara Wagner and Jason Ward

Down in the River to Pray

This wonderful Appalachian Folk Song brings forth images of mountain
folk walking down through the verdant green valley toward the river so they
can all pray together. It has much the same feel as “Shall We Gather At the
River?”

Everything Possible

This amazing song by Unitarian Universalist Minister, Fred Small, has
become one of the most beloved anthems of our movement. It comes in
various arrangements and forms, but always with the same powerful words
that give us comfort and courage: “You can be anybody that you want to

be ... You can love whomever you will ... You can dream all the day never
reaching the end of everything possible for you.” The very end of the song
tells us that the “only measure of your words and your deeds will be the love
you leave behind when you’re gone.” In the end it’s always the love and
understanding that connects us, isn’t it?

Rainbow Connection

Written by Paul Williams and Kenneth Ascher, “Rainbow Connection” was
originally performed by Kermit the Frog in The Muppet Movie in 1979. The
popular song’s name has been used by a number of charitable organizations
wishing to evoke its message of a driving urge for something more in life,

It has been covered by artists ranging from Willie Nelson to The Pussycat
Dolls, and now, the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. We hope you enjoy our take
on this classic.

Middle Child

From the mind of Eric Lane Barnes comes this traditional spiritual which
offers sympathy to arguably the most famous middle child of all time. Can
you guess who that would be? Barnesis a popular composer and arranger
within the Gala Chorus Movement who currently serves as Assistant
Director of the Seattle Men’s Chorus as well as Director of Captain
Smartypants (a breakout group of the aforementioned chorus).

Our Children

One of the things that Fred Small says in “Everything Possible” is “some
raise children and some never do.” In our case, at least two of the men in
the chorus are indeed raising children, 2 families and 4 wonderful little
boys. It’s magical and possible. This heartwarming song from the musical
Ragtime is sung by two parents who don’t know each othey, but are

16

connected by their children as they play on the beach. “how they Plaﬁj i ;};: *
finding treasure in the sand, they’re forever hand mhand ‘How they ‘dka,n’gg,; o
hearing music of their own.” The music is elegant and the wordsare as v
blessing. el e v

THE ROYAL SERENADERS
I’m Gonna Sing ' -
"This rollicking spiritual, arranged by the inimitable Moses Hogan, may he
rest in peace, will have you moving in your seats before you know it!

The Twenty Third Psalm A
The long time director of the Royal Serenade;s, the gifted Roy Mathis, first.
heard this song in a movie from the 50’s David and Bathsheba. For thgse. vi
of you who are old enough to appreciate it, Gregory Peck played David and
one of the most beautiful redheads who ever lived, Susan Hayward, played
Bathsheba. It was one of those amazing Biblical blockbusters that we don’t
see anymore. Roy says that when he heard this lush setting of the 23rd

Psalm, he knew his chorus had to sing it.

As you listen to the next 4 songs, be aware that it is no mistake that they are
placed in this order.

Make Them Hear You

This rousing anthem from the musical Ragtime was arranged by the

BGMC'’s own Jaime Goldfuss. Ragtime is a story of a black man w.rho,

after being humiliated by a racist fireman, decides to fight for justice. Just
prior to his death at the end of the show, the character Coalhouse Walker
admonishes his followers to “make them hear you.” He goes on to say that
“if you make them hear you, we will all be victorious”. The song’s message
that justice and equality can only be obtained when you raise your voice and
make yourself heard resonates strongly within the gay community.

Yes!! .
Please see the listing in the program. It will help in understanding how the
poetry and the music are all so powerfully linked.

Anthem

The musical Chess (with lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Bjorn Ulvaeus

& Benny Andersson of ABBA and later Mamma Mia! fame) is t.he story of a
romantic triangle between an American and a Russian player. in the world
chess championship, and the woman who manages the American but falls




in love with the Russian. The song comes at the end of the first act after
the Russian wins the championship, then defects to the west. Answering
reporters’ questions about his loyalties, his “Anthem” declares that “my
land’s only borders lie around my heart.”

The Storm is Passing Over

We are connected by hope and courage as we journey on through the
night to the brightness of the morning light. The storm has passed over.
Hallelujah!!

Big Spender

In the most famous number from the 1964 musical Sweet Charity, “Big
Spender” shows Charity Hope Valentine and the other taxi dancers at the
Fandango Ballroom go through the motions in order to entice their
prospective clients. Rest assured that we’re doing anything but going
through the motions in our effort to entertain you tonight!

Naturally

This is an a capella doowop song was originally performed by Huey Lewis
and The News on their 1986 album Fore/ It’s a reminder that love and
relationships require effort, and with dedication, despite hardships, things
will eventually work out: “You know that love is a struggle/and only the
strong survive/so it’s up to me and you/to do what we’ve got to do to keep
our love alive.”

Friendship

From the Cole Porter musical Anything Goes, this song was originally written
for another Porter show DuBerry Was a Lady. Not a part of the original 1934
production, it was added for the 1962 revival. This song was made famous

when it was sung as a duet between Lucy and Ethel in the 3rd season of the
television show I Love Lucy.

Not While I’'m Around

This song is from the 1979 Stephen Sondheim musical and the 2007

"Tim Burton film, Sweengy Todd. This is the story of a man who returns to
Victorian era London, England, after 15 years in prison for a crime he did
not commit, with the sole intention of gaining his revenge. It is considered
to be one of the most ghoulish and graphic shows in Broadway history and
was the winner of nine Tony Awards in 1979.

Another One Down - ‘

“It was the mid 80s and AIDS had hit Buﬁalo wnh a vengeance My friend
Ron was the first to go, in 1981. Then Jack, then Dick; then we heard about
Jim and Mike. Then Tom and Claude. And i it went on and on. Tsangat
one funeral after another. Our hearts broke over and over. I think the : song
wrote itself out of our collecuve gnef I sang and the audlences sang and
we cried and were able to go on. We needed a vehicle to allow us to weep

as a community and “Another One Down” became that vehicle-and helped
us to heal:” Words of Madeline Davis, Buffalo C'ompaser Singer and Leader Qf our

Movement.

We Go Together i
Grease opened in 1972 and went on to become the longest-runmng show
in Broadway musical history at 3388 performances until it was beaten by
A Chorus Line. It has since gone on to become a hugely successful film, a
popular 1994 and 2008 Broadway revival, and a staple of community and
regional theatre, summer stock, as well as high school and middle school
drama groups. Those of you who attend our concerts are familiar with the
term choralography; we hope you enjoy this year’s attempt!

Color Out of Colorado

This crazy, bittersweet, hilarious little song comes from a show called When
FPigs Fly. It begins with a slap at the powers that be, who want to regulate
human nature. They want to tell you who to be and why it’s not going to
work for all kinds of reasons. And so it begins with the states; here’s just a
little teaser, “You can’t take the Mary out of Maryland” — and we’re off 111!}

Here’s Where I Stand

From the 2003 independent film Camp, this song is sung at the end of

the film by Jenna, whose father wanted to send her to weight loss camp,

but compromised by having her jaws wired shut so she wouldn’t overeat.
Jenna is a last minute replacement for both the lead and understudy, whose
feud turned violent. She has her jaws cut loose and belts this song out to her
parents who are in the audience telling them, “Here’s where I stand, here’s
who I am. Love me, but don’t tell me who I have to be”.
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About the Artists

Incorporated in 2000, the Buffalo Gay Men’s
Chorus (BGMC) performs a rich catalog of classical,
The Bifalo Gay Men's crous CONtemporary, Broadway, pop and multi-cultural music.

&t "The repertoire is as diverse as the 67 men who are
singing with pride as members of the BGMC.

The BGMC has been honored by the Empire State Pride Agenda with

a Community Service Award. This award was given in recognition of
BGMCs efforts to raise awareness and to enlighten our region through
song. To that end, the BGMC has performed in a variety of venues
throughout Western New York and in Pennsylvania and Ontario for many
community events. Additionally, the BGMC has traveled to Montreal to
participate in the seventh annual GALA Festival, an international gathering
of gay and lesbian choruses. Recently the BGMC won the Artvoice Best of
Buffalo 2008 Award for Best Choral Group. Also in 2008, the BGMC was
honored by the Arts Council of Buffalo and Western New York, with its
prestigious award for Community Service. It was a glorious day.

While maintaining a strong presence within the gay community, the
BGMC also has been privileged to perform with the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra at Kleinhans Music Hall on two occasions. It has also done
benefits for the Amherst Unitarian Universalist Church music program,
Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church’s restoration, the annual World
AIDS Day Memorial Service and the AIDS Community Services
fundraiser, Cause for Celebration. Additionally, BGMC performed for the
arrival of The Amistad, participated in “Gusto at the Gallery” at the
Albright-Knox Art Gallery, sang at an Ars Nova Musicians “Viva Vivaldi”
Concert, sang at Fredonia College for its diversity and multicultural groups
and also performed at the Nichols School as part of its Diversity Week
activities. Of course, our four major concerts annually bring our work to
thousands of listeners in the Western New York area.

The BGMC is a New York not-for-profit corporation of member singers
and supporters, dedicated to producing high quality vocal music in the rich
tradition of men’s choral singing. Through its music, the Chorus endeavors
to entertain and enlighten, create harmony and celebrate personal and
community pride.
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Barbara Wagner (Artistic Director) has serv
~ Minister of Music at the Unitarian Univers

of Buffalo for 44 years. She was the direc
*activities at the Nichols School ,forfm‘dre, t

~ and served the congregation of Temple B th Amas1ts i
Music Director for 12 years. She was in charge of vocal
activities at the Buffalo Seminary for several years and

il  conducts the Unitarian Universalist Church Choir as -
well as the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. In addition to its Sunday morning
responsibilities, the UU Church Choir has made two highly acclaimed
European tours, the first to Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic and
the second to Ireland, Wales, England and Scotland. In the Fall of 2006,
the choir did a short concert tour of the Northern Adirondacks. The
UU Church Choir, under the direction of Ms. Wagner, has recorded for
American Public Radio, and has performed locally with members of the
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, with the Amherst Saxophone Quartet and
with the Ars Nova Chamber Orchestra. Ms. Wagner was the conductor for
the Peace Odyssey Tour of Hungary and the former Soviet Union. Choral
singers from all over the USA participated in this tour. She was a member
of the prestigious seven member Hymnbook Resources Commission that
was responsible for the denominational hymnbook, Singing the Living Tradition,
published in 1993. She was the chair of the New Hymns Task Force, which
produced Singing the Journey, another denominational songbook, published in
June, 2005.

She ran a choral program at Nichols High School that involved over 100
young singers, including a concert chorus, women’s ensemble, men’s ensemble
and a mixed chamber group. She was also guest conductor for the City of
Good Neighbors Chorale.

Ms. Wagner earned a BFA degree from the State University of New York at
Buffalo, where she studied Organ with Squire Haskin. She has done graduate
work at Westminister Choir College. She did advanced Organ study with Karl
Richter at Munich Conservatory and has done advanced conducting study with
Raymond Harvey, the former Assistant Conductor of the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra and presently the Music Director of the Kalamazoo Symphony. Ms.
Wagner regularly attends choral workshops led by many of the most prestigious
choral conductors in this country. Rodney Eichenberger, the late Robert Shaw,
Paul Salumonovich, Robert Page, Vance George and Dale Warland are just a
few of the greats with whom she has worked.
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She is a member of The American Choral Director’s Association, Erie
County Music Educators Association, MENC, Unitarian Universalist
Musician’s Network (founding member, former vice president and board
member), NYSSMA, American Guild of Organists (former program chair
and sub dean of the Buffalo Chapter) and Chromatic Club. She was
presented with the Erie County Music Educator/Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra award for excellence in choral education in May of 2002. Ms,
Wagner has been included in editions of both Who’s Who in American Women
and Who’s Who in America. She is the proud charter Artistic Director of the
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus.

A native of North Carolina, Debi Overton
(Accompanist/ Conductor), has held positions as
coach/accompanist at the University of Texas at Austin
and served as Director of the Chamber Music Program
at The New School of Music in Philadelphia. For
many years, she was active at the Summer Music
Festival in Aspen, Colorado. As the coach/accompanist
for the choral department in Aspen, she served as
assistant to noted conductor Fiora Contino. She has
assisted in preparing choruses and soloists for such conductors as Tamara
Brooks, John Nelson, Robert Shaw and Sergei Commissiona. Additionally,
she has coached with coach/accompanists David Garvey, John Wustman,
Brooks Smith and Dalton Baldwin, as well as the local master, Livingston
Gearhart.

Ms. Overton has accompanied Master Classes for Luciano Pavarotti,
Phyllis Curtin, Jessye Norman, Leontyne Price and Sylvia McNair. She has
accompanied the regional Metropolitan Opera auditions in Greensboro,
NG, Philadelphia, PA, Atlanta, GA and New York City. Considered by

her peers to be “one of the finest sight readers in the country”, she offers
nuances and subtle interpretations of music that have been enjoyed and
applauded by thousands of listeners throughout the United States. Recently
reviewed, Ms. Overton was touted as “a musician’s musician® in the Buffalo
News. Considered a prodigy, and trained as a concert pianist, she took
lessons at the University of North Carolina from a very early age,traveling
two hours from her home in Roanoke Rapids to Greensboro for weekly
lessons lasting six hours, and returning home again. Ms. Overton has
toured in Europe but prefers the roots, both spiritual and local, offered by a
career as a church musician.

In addition to her duties as Organist and Choir Master at Calvary Eplscopal ‘

Church in Williamsville, N'Y, Ms. Overton is a past chair ,c‘,»:f,th_e Musi i
Commission of the WNYEplscopal Diocese, has been 2 member of
Board of Directors for the American Guild of Orgamsts and is acuve
in Western New York teachmg, guest conductmg, accompanymg and
performing with singers and instrumentalists. In 2007, she conducted thc .
WNY premiere of Leonard Bernstein’s Mass for Opera Sacra v

The Royal Serenaders Ma.le Chorus i

In 1945, Roy A. Mathis moved to Buffalo from Chattanooga Tennessee .
to join his three brothers who had already relocated here. Once here, he
decided to form a Quartet with himself and his brothers. In 1946, two -
more local men were added to the group. Eventually several more singers,
Joined and the group became The Royal Serenaders. They sang at local
churches in the city. At one point, they joined the Shriners, and traveled =
across the country competing at national Shrine Conventions, winning 1st
or 2nd place nationally.

The Royal Serenaders have been singing together continuously for 62
years under the leadership of the founding Director, Roy A. Mathis. Their
repertoire consists of both secular and sacred music; from spirituals to
classical (including opera) and pop music. Roy’s wife, Joyce Cameron
Mathis, has been Accompanist for the group for 40 years.

Royal Serenaders. ca. 1960. studios of WKBW-TV. Roy Mathis. director
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Madeline Davis has been active in gay rights
since 1970. She was a founding member of
the Mattachine Society of the Niagara Frontier
| and taught the first Lesbianism course in the

| US. In 1972 she was the first out leshian elected
| delegate and speaker at a major national political
convention (Dem., McGovern.) She is co-author
of Boots of Leather, Skippers of Gold: The History of a
Lesbian Community (1993). She has been writing and
performing music since 1959. “Another One Down”
was written in response to the loss of many beloved
friends during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s.
“I sang at so many funerals I thought the tears would never end.” Madeline
is currently Vice President of Stonewall Democrats, co-founder and co-chair
of Rainbow Elders and founder and Director of the Madeline Davis GLBT
Archives of WNY.

BGMC Commissions Song From Harlem Renaissance
by Dr. Lawrence Van Heusen

The Chorus has commassioned a nationally acclaimed African American composer;
Adolphus Hailstork, to compose a musical setting for the poem, “Tableau”, from the
collection, “Color”, by Countee Cullen (© 1925; Copyright held by The Armistad
Research Genter, Tulane Unwersity). The choral work is re-titled “Yes!!” and will have its
world premiere in Buffalo on Fune 20, 21, and 22, 2008.

Countee Cullen

Coloy; published in 1925, was awaited by New York City with baited breath.
The anticipation had been fueled by Countee Cullen himself, the child
prodigy whose earlier poem had made it to the front page of New York
City newspapers. “I Have a Rendezvous With Life” was published at the
conclusion of World War I when Cullen was still in High School. All of
New York City had become involved in a discussion of that poem, and

the Empire Federation of Women’s Clubs had awarded him first prize in
the city. For the general public in the 1920’s, Cullen seemed to embody
some the characteristics of “The New Negro,” a heroic icon following in
the wake of Jack Johnson’s earlier win of the Heavyweight title against a
white man and Marcus Garvey’s emerging “Back to Africa” movement.
Cullen’s handsome features, personal charm, and extraordinary popularity
as the model New Negro led to him being labeled as the most famous black
American writer of 1925.
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Having graduated from NYU as Phi Beta Kappa, and then smdyiﬁg'n -
at Harvard where he would earn his M.A. in 1926, Cuﬂen was seen by -
black and white alike as a positive. representatnon of hlS race In the press
headlines appeared such as, “Black Pan Sings Agam N Young Poet of
Death and African Beauty,” “Harvard Negro Poet Wins Another Prize,”

‘A Negro Shropshire Lad.” "However; Cullen _]ustlﬁably resented bemg ’
exploited as the racial representative. He told the press that he wanted to. be_
seen as a poet only, and he frequently adhered to classical European form

in his writing, doting on Keats and other Euro traditions. He knew the

pain of racism as evidenced in his most quoted line: “Yet'do 1 marvel at thls
curious thing:/To make a poet black and bid him sing!”

While not all are convinced, at least three biographers (David Lewis, Jean
Wagner, and Arnold Rampersad) have concluded that Cullen was gay.
Three points are made: (1) The content of some of his poetry (including
“Tableau”), (2) that he lived for many years with a “handsome” West Indian
named Harold Jackson, (3) that his marriage to the daughter of WE.B.
DuBois was disastrous, lasting less than a year, and may have been a career
move. He died six years after remarrying in 1940. Some say this was a
marriage of convenience, though they genuinely loved each other.

Cullen only lived for 39 years, and his second wife, Ida, inherited his literary
estate. Subsequent laws extended the copyright, so that when Ida died in
1987, the copyright would have continued in 2007; no one knew where or
how. By 2020, the poetry would be entering the public domain, but the
poem was too important to BGMC to wait. BGMC spent many hours
researching the copyright, as the musical composer would need permission
to proceed. The Library of Congress was not forthcoming. GALA agreed
to use this unusually difficult search as an educational model during an
internet conference, but fared no better. Finally, Marjorie Lord, a musician
and librarian retired from Buffalo State College, whom Barbara Wagner
had alerted to our quest, discovered that the rights were held by the Amistad
Research Center, now located at Tulane University in New Orleans.

Adolphus Hailstork

When we first contacted Adolphus Hailstork in the spring of 2007, he had
already been commissioned to write Rise for Freedom, an opera about the
underground railroad to be produced in October 2007. (The Opera News
gave it a great review.) Despite his busy schedule, he managed to devote the
month of August to composing “Yes!!” for BGMG, using the Cullen poem.
BGMC has exclusive performance rights for 2008, and lifetime rights
thereafter.
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BGMUG is very fortunate to have been able to commission this work by

“one of the greatest composers in the United States” (per Old Dominion
University) whose work over the past 20 years has been commissioned and
performed as opera, orchestral, and choral works in New York, Philadelphia,
and Chicago. Like our own artistic director who has known “Dolph”

for years, Dr. Hailstork has been a Unitarian Universalist choral director
and a teacher. He is currently Composer in Residence at Old Dominion
University in Norfolk, and is also well-known to Buffalo Philharmonic
conductor Joanne Falletta who is the resident conductor of that city’s
orchestra as well.

Hailstork was born in Rochester, New York, but immediately moved to
Albany where he was raised, and studied violin, piano, organ, and voice.
He graduated from Howard University (BA), Manhattan School of Music
(MA), and Michigan State University (PhD in Composition). His second
and third symphonies were recorded on CD (Naxos) last year. Recent
works have included “Earth Rise (A Song of Healing), Whitman’ s Journey”
(Kennedy Center premiere in DG).  Other premieres slated for the spring
of 2008 are Serenade for chorus and orchestra, commissioned by Michigan
State University, and “Set Me on a Rock”, also for chorus and orchestra,
commissioned by the Houston Choral Society.

Schola Cantorosa

Schola Cantorosa, the gay men’s chorus of Hamburg, Germany, is coming
to Buffalo. They will join forces with Forte, the Toronto Men’s Chorus,
and the BGMC to present a GALA Send-Off Concert on July 6 preceded
by a chicken barbecue. You will not want to miss this triple header at the
Unitarian Universalist Church.

History of the Buffalo Gay Men s C’horusy .

At the end of 1999, the vision for a Gay Men S Chorus in Buﬂ'alo was :
conceived. With the support and success of the nR schester Gay Men’s
Chorus, it was time for Buffalo to join the growmg list of GBLT choruscs
all over the world. Aﬁer 15 months of i intense work, a Steenng Goxmmttee ;
had written by-laws, papers of mcorporaﬁon had been ﬁled fundrajsers had
successfully raised over $5,000 in seed money, a mission statemcnt had been
crafted and officers had been elected. After a. thorough search, area choral
conductor, Barbara Wagner, was asked to be the charter AI‘USth Dlrector
Wagner, in turn, requested that Debi Overton be mwted to serve as the
Charter Accompanist. Both women are highly respccted musicians and
continue to serve the chorus well. In fact, Wagner was to join the ranks of
only four female conductors of Gay Men’s Choruses at the time. . “

The first auditions were in May, 2001, and rehearsals were to begin on
September 11, 2001, a day of infamy that would be filled with-horror-and
fear and death. The decision'was made to:go on-with the rehearsal on this
day that was destined to alter the course of-history. There:was controversy
around that decision, but, at the end of the day, it proved to be a wise one.
Forty men, many of whom didn’t know each other, began to gather, eerily
silent, at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo. “As the men and
Wagner held hands for the very first time in a community circle, there were
anguished murmurs of meditation and prayer. It wasa birth fraught with
complications and terror. Then they sang and began to forge the bonds
that still hold them together to this day. That inaugural concert Music From
the Heart presented on February 9, 2002, set the tone for all concerts to
follow. The energy that filled that church that night validated the reality of
the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus, and the bonds formed that night continue
to remain strong after all of these years. The audience that first night was
huge; the church was filled, chairs lined the aisles and, sadly, people had

to be turned away at the door. All concerts after that were offered twice in
one weekend and six years later, we are now adding a third concert to our
series and a third performance to each concert. Our audiences continue to
be huge and diverse. The awards began coming as we grew in stature and
musical expression. Three awards of “Best in Buffalo” and “Best Chorus”
were given to us from our local paper, Arwoice. Then we were invited to
sing at Kleinhans Music Hall with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra
twice, once for a subscription concert in 2004 and later for a benefit for

the orchestra and the Olmsted Conservancy in 2006, with JoAnn Falletta
conducting. Mary Louise Nanna, founder and conductor of Ars Nova
asked us to sing on her Viva Vivaldi Series. BGMC was recognized by

the Empire State Pride Agenda in 2005 with the ESPA Award for
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Community Service for the excellence of their music and their dedication
to the community. In March, 2008, the BGMC was chosen to receive the
prestigious Buffalo and Erie County Arts Council Award for exceptional
contributions to the arts and cultural community in Western New York.
The citation reads as follows: “Your nomination and selection to receive this
award is a testament to the years of time, talent, personal and professional
resources you have invested in supporting, promoting and advancing art
and culture in our region. You are an outstanding model of leadership by
example.”

Our success has brought many requests for Benefit Concerts, 21 to date.
We try very hard to honor these and even have offered to sing benefit
concerts for worthy organizations. We have received grants and gifts and
much support from both the gay community and the community at large.
We are eager to give back.

A major force in the success of BGMC has been the impressive dedication
of the all volunteer chorus itself. These men take the chorus’ artistic
ambitions seriously; they are resolute rehearsal attendees and have
worked hard to build their choral skills. The chorus’ social impact on

the community at large has been unprecedented and immense. The

very existence of this chorus in a relatively conservative community has
helped make enormous strides in acceptance and equality for the GLBT
community here. In addition to enlightening the community at large,

the chorus has been an important factor in raising the self esteem of a
historically marginalized society. Its high profile has established the BGMC
as a positive model for those who are grappling with the negativity all too
often imposed on gay, lesbian, transgendered and bisexual people. And so
the hard work continues with each note these intrepid men sing,

History of the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Buffalo

The Unitarian Church in Buffalo was founded on December 2, 1831, when
Buffalo was still a village. Shortly afterward, a lot was purchased at
Franklin and Eagle Streets downtown and a cornerstone was laid for a
church building in 1833. Among those who contributed to its construction
was Millard Fillmore, church member and future U.S. President, who later
welcomed John Quincy Adams and Abraham Lincoln as guests in his pew.

Other Unitarian churches were built at Delaware and Mohawk (1879) and
Amherst & Fairfield (1897) prior to the current edifice at Elmwood and

Ferry (1904-1906).
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The Universalist Church in Buffalo was founded just days after the

Unitarian Church, on December 6, 1831, although ThégRéVerénd Stephen

R. Smith led a preaching circuit dating back to 1817 in Western New
York. The cornerstone of the Universalist church building, the seventh in
Buffalo, was laid in 1832. Other church locations were Main and Huron
(1866), North and Mariner (1892), and Lafayette and Hoyt (1911). The

Universalists also established a missiqn church at Gfaxit & Ferry (1889) ;

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo was established in 1953,
when the Unitarian and Universalist congregations in Buffalo merged and
began using the Unitarian church building at Elmwood and Fer;’y. '

History of the First Presbyterian Church

Architects Green and Wicks designed the First Presbyterian Church,
which was built from 1889 to 1891. Located at One Symphony Circle at
Richmond Avenue, it is a massive Medina sandstone structure and is a
prime example of romantic Medievalism.

The slender soaring tower was inspired by the 12th century Church of St.
Philibert at Tournus, France, and serves as a beacon along one of Buffalo’s
major residential thoroughfares.

The church showcases Byzantine decorations and features Tiffany stained
glass windows. A Noehran Organ with 76 ranks and 3,668 pipes is a
centerpiece of the church. It also features the faulted and domed interior.

During the Pan American Exhibition of 1901, President Theodore
Roosevelt attended services there.

In 1924, William C. Francis, a local artist and member of the Church’s
congregation, installed an elaborate painted iconography.

The First Presbyterian Church is affectionately called The Mother of
Churches; it enjoys a proud history and tradition of reaching out to the
newest and poorest of immigrants as they came to Buffalo.

For more information on this jewel of Buffalo, visit www.firstchurchbuffalo.org.
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History of Williamsville United
Methodist Church

In 1809 a determined 19-year old named Glezen Fillmore fulfilled his
life’s mission to preach the Word of God by becoming the first Methodist
minister in western New York. In his years as a circuit rider, Fillmore started

numerous church societies in many communities, including the new cities of
Rochester, Buffalo, and Lockport.

Notable among them was the First Society of the Episcopal Methodist
Church, founded in 1834, which was the first religious society formed in the
Town of Amherst. The Holland Land Company bestowed a deed to a plot
of land to the First Society for the purpose of building a church.

When the building was completed, the first Methodist church in Erie
County was dedicated in 1844. This church became Williamsville United
Methodist Church after the portion of Amherst where the church was
located became incorporated as the Village of Williamsville in 1896.

The walls of the original 1844 building still protect the sanctuary of the
present church. Through the years, nearly every generation has improved
the building to meet the needs of its members. The building as we know it
today was dedicated in 1975. Within this sanctuary, more than 160 years of
devotion to Christ and nurturing of a loving Christian community can be
felt by all who come to worship here.

“Williamsville United
Methodist Church

Lead Pastor: Gail Lewis
Associate Pastor: Daryl Bennett
5681 Main Street at Oakgrove
Williamsville, NY 14221
(716) 634-4800
wumc@williamsvilleumc. org

The Chorus would like to extend a special thank,you;tg:glyl‘ Qf the
advertisers you see in tonight’s program. . They :havéyg’t:xiéfouysly .
supported the Chorus. Please support ‘mem,w;ithiyourkpagqnagc.

A

AIDS Community Services.............. 40
AIDS Family Services.........o.ovm...unc. 59
Antique Lamp Co..........ouceonnene... 44
Aroma Trattoria ....c.eueeeereerereneenn... 37
Artery Framing .......c.cooereereveenne... 72
Artisan Kitchen and

Baths ... Inside Back Cover
B
Balanced Living Chiropractic

WelNESs ......covmeeeverernricrnee, 79
Benedict House......ocouevrreeeneenee.., 79
Bison Automotive & Detail .............. 71
Bock and Whitman Roofing ............ 47
Buffalo Bears.......cooueveeervceeenenee. 50
Buffalo Frontrunners -

Frontwalkers .......occevvreerecenencen. 77
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra...... 51
Buffalo United Artists.......................... 7
C
Cafe 59...cvveeeererereeneee e 42
Carriage Trade Pastries.................... 72
Changes Construction...................... 48
Colvin Cleaners..........ccovvevveeeennn. 47
Community Music School ............... 60
Cone Five Pottery ... 59
E
ECO Friendly Custom Cleaners...... 39
Elmwood Framing and Interiors...... 80

Episcopal Church of the Ascension ... 33
Ethan Allen..... Inside Back Color Page

F

First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo...64
Freudig Singers.......cc.coverveerrerernnnee, 65
Fugazi .....ccoocoveeiereneneee e, 43

G »
Gates Circle Wines and

Kevin L. Gibson, CPA............ ——a

Goingweb.net.................... cereennen 45

Joseph Golembek, Councilmember
North District .

Graf Land Surveyors
H
Hamlin House Restaurant........... .39
Hodge quuor ..... .57
Bernadette Hoppe, Esq. ............... 45
Sam Hoyt, NY Assemblyman...... 72
HSBC GLOBE............. Inside Color

Front Page
HSBC Elmwood Utica Office...... 79
K
Kenney Shelton Liptak

Nowak LLP ........ccoereeeene. 53
KeyBank ....ccooemernrernircene. 52
Korona Jewelry .........cccounueunnn.. 72
L
Lancaster Opera House................ 54
La Tee Da Restaurant................... 55
Chris Lavey, Real Estate ............... 70
Left Bank Restaurant.................... 44
Les Jardins Hair Care................... 59
M
Jim Mack, Real Estate................... 37
Mark Custom Recording

SEIVICE w.cvrvmvererrereririnrnreinnans 74
Brenda Mattar, Esq. ... 42

Continued

31




Merrill Lynch......Outside Back Cover
Louis J. Moran, Counselor.............. 60
Mother Nature Plant Emporium ....44
Musicalfare ........ccoevceevvncrinninennnns 46
N
Now Salon .....cooveeuernieerinccrnnnn, 74
O
Out and About Phone Book ........... 61
Outlandish Leather ..........cccccevnnnne. 69
Opera Buffs of WNY .....ccoovvrneene. 57
Optical Store.......ccveveerervercererenncnnes 49
P
Pano’s on Elmwood........ccocovnrmnnne... 62
Kay Patterson, Counselor ............... 55
People Inc. ..o, 64
Mark Peszko, Esq...ccoeevvreenrrecrnnnnnen. 56
PFLAG ..., 69
Pilgrim - St. Luke’s United Church

Of CRIISt ..o 36
Polish Cadets Federal Credit

Union ..., 73
Positively Main Street..........coeue..... 74
Premier Wines and Liquors ............ 48
Pride Center of WNY ......Inside Back

Color Page
Q
Qi 42
Matt Quaghano Real Estate

AZENLaniiiciiiirccree s 70
R
Shari Jo Reich, Esq..cccveeinruniniennann, 53
Re/Max.............. Inside Front Cover
Renovatio Physical Therapy............ 35
Rigidized Metals.......cccoeovenrnnrrnnnnnn. 55
Risa’s Deli ..o, 75
David Rivera, Councilmember

Niagara District......cococoreeverernnen. 57
Rottger Construction, LLC............. 66

S
Salon DuBouchett..........ccon.u.... 47
Salon Rouge .......covoveurerernenririennnn. 41
Sarah’s Vintage and Estate
Jewelry .o 45
SRhea’s ...cerenrierrrieenerrenresesans 63
Spicy Thal.....ccoovvecerrcceceineneennns 50
St. John'’s - Grace Episcopal
Church....cooeeivieiirninans 69
Stonewall Democrats.................... 4]
St. Paul’s Cathedral ...................... 60
St. Paul’s Cathedral Friends of
MUSIC .. 58
Studio M Hair Design.................. 71
Sweet Tooth ...veeerneeecirireeinnnes 67
T
Talking Leaves ........ccoevevevereencenn, 74
Tuxedo Junction .......cccceveveurunee. 38
U
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Buffalo.....coouvevcriciiceen, 34
Urban Roots Community Garden
Center....oeeeeeeereiereeernnans 52
A%
Vilardo Printing......ccccoveeerennnee. 50
W
Waddell & Reed, Financial
AQVISETS ... 68
David Weinman, DDS ................. 50
Mindy Paticoff-Weinman, DDS.... 50
Westminster Presbyterian
Church ..o, 4]

THE EPISCOPACHURCH '

OF THE ASCENSI.N

16 meood Avenue
Buffalo, NeW York 14209
716-884- 6362 WWW COTAB net

The Rev Armand ]Ohn Kreft Rector

We congratulate the BGMC on its glorzous concerts,
past, present and future. Their efforts are not only
a tribute to the work of the director and chorus, but
also to a vibrant LBGT community.

The Episcopal Church of the Ascension is a
welcoming community for all; we promise a loving
atmosphere for you and/or your partner and
children.
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The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
Is a Welcoming Congregation

Standing on the side of LOVE,

and singing in tune with the
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus!

- UUCB -

a house of worship affirming and celebrating
the worth and dignity of all persons

On the corner of Elmwood and Ferry
Summer Sunday Services 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Joel Miller, Minister
Barbara Wagner, Music Minister

T 8826000
Fax: 7168826310
www.renovatiopt.com

J — Save These Dates! —
Tuesday, June 24, 2008
Annual meeting and election of new board members
Sunday, July 6, 2008
Chicken Barbeque and GALA Send-Off Concert featuring the BGMC, Forte,
and Schola Cantorosa - Concert at 4:00 pm
July 12-July 19, 2008 / GALA Festival VIil
BGMC performs at 4:30 pm on July 14 in the Ziff Ballet Opera House, Miami, FL
Saturday, October 25, 2008
BGMC in concert at True Bethel Baptist Church « 907 E. Ferry Street, Buffalo, NY
to benefit the Men of Color Health Awareness (MOCHA) Project
Friday, December 12, 2008 at 8 pm
Concert - “Hope of the Holidays”
Unitarian Universalist of Buffalo, 695 Eimwood Ave
Corner of West Ferry « Buffalo, NY
Saturday, December 13, 2008 at 8 pm
Concert - “Hope of the Holidays”
Trinity Episcopal Church, 371 Delaware Ave, Buffalo, NY

34

Sunday, December 14, 2008 at 4 pm
Concert - “Hope of the Holidays”
\ Hamburg United Methodist Church « 116 Union « Hamburg, NY
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Real protection from spiritual abuse: discover Pilgrim-St. Luke’s

¢t Buffalo .881-7592
in St Willlamsville . 631-268

Ain’t got no bouncers! No matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you’re welcome here...

o  MARRIAGE EQUALITY ENDORSED BY NATIONAL SYNOD, IN CIVIL LAW &
IN THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF THE CHURCH

o  GAY ORDINATION SCHOLARSHIP, NATIONAL ENDOWMENT OF OVER C O N G R ATU L ATI O N S s B G M C !
$500,000 SET ASIDE FOR THIS SOLE PURPOSE

Thank you for entertaining

e  STRONG FELLOWSHIP OF GAY & SUPPORTIVE CHRISTIANS . ; .
& enlightening Buffalo and WNY audiences.

e  OPEN AND AFFIRMING, ONE OF 730 UCC SO DESIGNATED

o  WELCOMING FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

PILGRIM - ST. LUKE’S

' Licensed Real Estate Broker Associa
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ce roker te

Holcberg, Ltd. Real Estate Brokerage 410 Elmwood Avenue
716 743 6588 (24 hour voicemail) jmack@holcberg.com

Sundays 10am, 10:45am Sep-May
335 Richmond Avenue at West Utica God is still speaking,

www.pslucc.org
36
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v
. Thanks for giving us
- the song and dance.

gy
| When it comes to winning over crowds, no one does it
~ better than The BGMC. We're proud to provide
~ formalwear for the chorus and hope they continue to
. shine.

| TUXeDoJuETION

 Boulevard Mall  Southgate Plaza
~ Eastern Hills Mall Summit Park Mall
- McKinley Mall ~ Walden Galleria

LA

432 FranklinSt = 4 ), | \\

Buffalo, NY 14202 ' , (\\ E o
885-8084 Sl al

Banguets for all Occasions , 6‘3": to 1.30 e .
Accommodates up to 250 people o on ”()}*gek ‘uu'{; ,
American Legion Troop | Post 665 Friday Fish "L"“Jr,

ERrE REFOE W

ustom Cleaners ,
bt B e sl A f b A R B

Where Earth Day is Ce\lel}rated every day. ,
Buffals's “Finst and Only” 100% Wou-Tonte Cleaners

152 Elmwood Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14201

Phone: 716.883.7440 e : -
0. . Expert tailoring &shirt service.

E-mail: info@ecofriendlycc.com oy All work d%ne on premises.

www.ecofrie ndlycc.com Monday thru Eriday, 8am-6pm » Saturday. 8am-4pm

;e
iy Call for Volunteers
While we could easily use several jull time staff,

as a non-profil organization we thrive on the volunteers who
assist us whenever they are able lo do so. “We always need |

By

polunteers to help aut in many different support roles that
enalile our singers to do what they do best - Sing!  Jfyou
are interested in a volunteer position with thy Buffalo Gay
en’s Chorus, please conlact our office at 716-883-1277.

> N
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GETTING
TESTED

SAVED
¥ MY LIFE

Free & Confidential HIV Testing
Results in 10 minutes!

Buffalo

AIDS Community Services

206 South ElImwood Avenue
(corner of Chippewa)

Monday - Friday,9 am - 3:30 pm
Tuesday 9 am - 5:45 pm

No appointment needed

Pride Center

18 Trinity Place

(between Delaware & ElImwood)
Thursday, 4 pm - 8 pm

No appointment needed

Niagara Falls
4

THANK YOU

BGMC FOR YOUR [

SU PPORT AN D 111 West 2nd Street, 3rd floor
PARTNERSHIP

AIDS Community Services

7500 Porter Road Suite 2

Monday - Friday 8 am -4 pm

By appointment, call (716) 297-4004

Monday 10 am -4 pm
Call (716) 664-7855 for other times

AIDS Community Services

OF WESTERN NEW YORK, INC.

help for today, hope for tomorrow
847-AIDS ~ WWW.AIDSCOMMUNITYSERVICES.COM

CONNECTIONS

We’re doctors, lawyers, movers, shakers, friends of neighbors,
policy makers, teachers, preachers, construction workers,
fathers, roofers, masseurs and so much more...

. e W
“control / alt / delete” “Sliding off the roof”
Norm Duttweiler Ron Houk

«..and he shall feed his flock...”
Rev. Brian Rotach and family



“Take me out to the ball game. Go Red Sox!”
Christopher Babbitt & Christopher Derisley
Patrick Derisley Age 8;
Andrew Derisley Age 6

“Our Children”

Jason Higbee and his sons Jordan and Justin

“Hallelyah! Hallelujah!”
David Mathewson

“Caution: Children at Play”
Lorne Gretsinger with students Rachel
and Madyn

Dame Edna and her new best friend,
Andy Newbert

o -
“He put in his thumb, and pulled out a plum.”
Rob Szustak

P‘-‘“vcu
e Osygs FRU 0/ee

bs  GAY . Mo 1
b Day = TUES =M

cComrErty

“One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish ...”
Nathan Phillips (aka Gladys Over)

“Can_you hear me now?”
Dennis Stuart

159

“Man at Work™
Vincent Kuntz at the Darwin
Martin House



“Fverything Possible”
Russ Link and John Jubulis (28 years)
Spinit of Life
Retired Unitarian Universalist
minister; Rev. John Rex, as

guest preacher at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Buffalo

“Who will buy my sweet, red roses?”
Jeffrey Hunt

“Under 0-69”
Jason Ward, Gladys Over and Flip Taporco

Oh, Lucky Bill
William Hardy

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
724 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14209
716-884-9437
www.westminster-bflo.org

A More Light Church
All Are Welcome f

/7 (4

Summer Worship Services:
Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00AM
(July 6th - August 31st)

700 Elmwood Ave
Buffalo NY 1422

884-1010

R

>

LA T A i i i S g

Y & LESBIAN YOUTH SERVICES

71 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo 14202
serving GLBT youth ug?goo—n]
since 1983 s

(%]

GAYLLESRLLN YOUTH SERYICES

www.glyswny.org

Providing:
vsafe space ¥ peer support wbooks ¥ resources ¥ role models
v eadership & cultural development weducational support v referrals
v monthly satellite meetings in outlying areas wmuch more!

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

I””l”””l’l”l”’l”’l’l’l”l’l””

-

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Congratulations to Madeline Davis, our Vice President
and the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

el
\ 4

Join us monthly every fourth Tuesday, 7 pm at the WNY Pride Center!

Stonewall Democrats of WNY
www.stonewalldemocratswny.com
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Open Monday-Saturday 9am-10pm * Sunday 12pm-6pm
www.gatescircleliquot.com

Best wishes to all BGMC members from your favorite bar:

Q the only letter

the rest of the alphabet is Jealous of

44. Allen Street
Buffalo, New York 14202

(716) 332-2223

*Bring your concert ticket stub into our bar following the concert
Buy one drink and get the second drink on the house!!

Prorect Your Ricurs & RELATIONSHIPS

“Brenda A. Mattar

ServinG Our CoMMuniTy with PRipE

OF MATTAR, D'AGOSTINO & GOTTLIEB, LLP

 AsaFull Service Law Firm,
 Our Practices Areas Include: -
. & Personal Injury & Auto Accidents
A Wills, Fstates & Probate

4 Criminal Defense & DWI
- & Adoption & Family Law A Elder Law
A Real Estate & Business Transactions
716.856.4022
17 Court Sieet ¥ Suie 600 ¥ Bulfal, NY 14200
- ETI68563814 Y wwwmdg lawcon
bmattar@ndg-law.com

Café 59

59 Allen Street
Buffalo, NY 14202
883-1880
Fax 716-332-0319

www.cafe59.com

Monday- Friday
8:00 AM—7:00 PM
Saturday
10:00AM—5:00 PM
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plants « bromelaids

Pty (| o

E{)porxam S
MOTHER NATURE
PLANT EMPORIUM

STURAM'S

VINTAGE (ND ESTATE JEWELRY.

GRADUATE GEMOLOGIST

5459 MAIN STREET (AT LOS ROBLES)
WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 14221

ROTALES 1213 Hertel Ave,
VINTAGE UGHTING Buffalo, NY
RESTORATIO

SN Ties. - Sat.

REWIRING —a 716.633.3738
PARTS 11 t04 (S N ’ www.sarahsvintagejewelry.com
LAMPSHADES Fresh Cut Flowers BUYING ~ SELLING ~ APPRAISING
GLASS REPRIRS ’] 16_87 1_0508 We Deliver HOURS: TUES-SAT 11AM-5PM
. - 7 'l 2 elmWOOd Ove MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWELRY APPRAISERS
WWW.ANTIQUELAMPCO.COM 881-1575

thousands of items -
-Real time credit card processing an
rencrypted servers .. s bl diing

editing tools allow anyone thac can turn on a
-Expanded selec

computer to modify their own site ,
.Complete e-ccommerce functionality

including many izr\dustrv-spedf'c layouts

WYSIWYG
‘Custom shipping, handling, discount,

~Advanced pricing option
_and tax rules

12 different languages ' -
-Customizable Flash pages and componen

-Site Promotion tool

-Online inventory
-Site Translation tool

-Hundreds of professional design choices
_that instantly transiates your si

- -Extensive product catalog able to display

1 All of our Web ‘sites‘offéf. o

The Littell House
137 Summer Street
Buffalo, NY 14222

716.228.7260

DINNER

BRUNCH
BAR
188235001 PATIO Fax 716.883.4588

A
c
qe)

o0

)

—
@b}

—

511 RHODE ISLAND

hoppe@buffalo.edu
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO
'MUSICALFARE’S 2008-2009 SEASON

- Sept.10-

i Oct.12

April 22 -
May 24

MUSIC & COMEDY ITALIAN STYLE

4380 MAIN STREET*AMHERST*NEW YORK 14226

pROUD SPONSOR

Colvin %

Cleaners
The S’h‘ow Must Go On! - : WEdOIta”.’ '

& ;
So Must Cleaning Your Clothes & Window Treatments

Trust Colvin Cleaners, your Ozzl)J ‘Green Earth Cleaner’ in WNY
We Do It All!

Window Treatment Cleaning (take down & re-hang service)

Free pick up & deliveries in
North Buffalo, Downtown Buffalo, Williamsville, Ambherst, Getzville, Snyder
Clarence, Grand Island; Orchard Park; Kenmore and Lewiston

Open 7-days a week for your convenience. For More Information

www.colvincleaners.com
716.873.2952

S /0\ ~ Seyce Gygino

1518 HerTeL Avenue
BurraLo, New York 14216
(716) 834-9800

Ray L. Whitman
K President

&
HITMAN ROOFING, INC.

332 NORFOLK AVENUE, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14215-3229

All Types of Commercial & Residential Roofing
Architectural Sheet Metal
State & Tile
(716) 835-6904 (716) 835-6976 Fax
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CHANGES . . .

Construction

Todd A. Patti

55 Manchester Place tel:716.830.3081
Buffalo, NY 14213 fax:866.478.6366

toddpatti@mac.com

Thank you for another year of great music!

The awards for
utstanding
erformance

and Best

Supporting Actor

Premier Platinum wines are the discoveries of Premier Wine Associates
iudged to be among the finest in their class; Premier Gold wines are the
best buys. Look for the labels on select bottles at all three Premier stores.
See the full list at www.premiergroup.net
; PRE Ml E R Kenmore: Deloware Ave.ust south of Sheridan Dr.
Prime Wine & Spirits 873-6688
- " Williamsville: Transit Rd. just south of Maople Rd

WW W Wy— Premium Wine & Spirits 565-3020

Fach siore independently owned and opersted Orchard Park: Milestiip & the 219 nexi to Torget
They are not a chain or a cooperative buying group Preslige Wine & Spims 825-9848
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THE BUFFALO BE&I‘S

#%
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Ty <>
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j
Proud Supporter of the
Buffalo Gay Men s Chorus!

Vilardo Printing

326 Connecticut Street
Buffalo, NY 14213
(716) 884-2892

Sm—_—

ROBIN JOHNSON

For All Your Printing Needs

The Finest Thai Cuisine

2865 Sheridan Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150,

Telephone: 831-3921
Awarded *** by The Buffalo News

www.spicythaibuffalo.com

BY GEORGE

_ BY.GERSHWIN!

Sat, July 12, Spm 7
THE ALL AMERICAN-
~ JOHN PHILIP SOUSA
_ Sun, July13 3pm

' FROM MOZART 0
~ BERNSTEIN

 Sat, July 19, 8pm
 NATIVE AMERICAN

CELEBRATION

Sun, July 20, 3pm

RACHMANINOFF’S v
PIANO CONCERTO NO. 3
Fri, July 25, 8pm

TCHAIKOVSKY

~ SPECTACULAR

(INCLUDING 1812 OVERTURE)
Sat, July 26, 8pm

CIRQUE CAPRICCIO

Sun,,July 27,3pm

vnsut artpark.net or'b'po'rorg '




KeyBank
salutes

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

Best Wishes for another successful season!
KeyBank

o=

Achieve anything

Kenney Shelton Liptak Nowak (Lp

Attorneys Committed to Serving the Community

Easy to Work With - Tough to Beat

Matrimonial and Family Law
Adoptions, Collections, Real Estate, Wills
Commercial Litigation
Insurance Defense and Coverage, Toxic Torts
Subrogation, Worker's Compensation

Shari Jo Reich, Esq.
716-853-3801, Ext. 364
sjreich@ksinlaw.com

14 Lafayette Square - Suite 510 - Buffalo, NY - 14203 - 853-3801

Buffalo - Corning - New York - Rochester

KSLNLaw.com
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Ingeniously chronicles the five year life of a marriage,
from meeting to break-up. This is an intense look at the
relationship between a writer and an actress.

WORKSHOPS

Our Theatre Workshops focus on the many skills needed to create a musical,
concluding with 2 public performances. It's a fun summertime learning
and growing experience! Tuition is only $300 per child. $100 will hold your spot.

CALL (716) 683-1776 TODAY TO RESERVE ENROLLMENT
%IOENE ,S.

SeNeps, :
Sleeping
WORKSHOP WORKSHOP
JULY 7 to 24 ; JULY 28 to AUGUST 14
for ages 7 to 11 i for ages 12to 16

" 2008-09 New Season
Opens September 12th with...

oseph “Amazin
T%g!—%tacﬂgag BREAMEAAT

For info call (

21 CENTRAL AVE.. LANCASTER NEW YORK

716) 683-1776 or visit www.]vancopera.org '

1:-7.16.849.4760 | www.RIGIDIZED CoM

Kay Patterson

Licensed Mental Health Counselor

Counseling for Change

5820 Main Street, Suite 203, Williamsville, NY 14221
Phone: (716) 838-1236  Cell: (716) 583-4902

. :@g 5
St -

Casua Dmxlng in the
' Heart of A lcntown
"Four Generations Coolq'ng for You"

Hours: 206 Allen Street
chlnesdag—Saturday 716.881.4500

Starting at 4:50pm www.lateedacafe.com




" TenorIl

MARK J. PESZKO

Attorney At Law

Personal Service
Affordable Fees

BGMC Member

515 Brisbane Bldg.
Buffalo, NY 14203

TEL (716) 855-1921
FAX (716) 854-7692

Attorney Advertisement

b 4
S ¢ spipyrs s S

Specializing in Fine Imported & Domestic Wines

463 ELMWOOD AVENUE * BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14222 e

EMAILL: DAR!VERA@CITY-BUFFALO.COM
Congratulations to the
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus!

‘DAVID A. RIVERA

NIAGARA DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER

PHONE: (716)851-5125 65 NIAGARA SQUARE
PHONE: (716)851-5126 ROOM 1504
FAX: (716)851-4970 BUFFALO, NY 14202

overalbuffs of Westorn Huty Dort

offers you Opera-tunities to enjoy a lecture series

on opera topics from the l’xig’hly creative to the

teolqnical, mem lnership events with go od {oo&, greatyay
com pany and performa,nces 13}7 operatic talen‘cs, a
m ont}lly newsletter to ]QEBP you abreast of all the ,
opera-tunitites we provicle and moderately priced :
i#s oudience opera trips to Roc}les‘oer, Chautauqu&, and
especially j'o; Cleveland. Individual m emhers}n’ps ﬁZO. 00,
young people, by families %&30, contact Meml)erslﬂip Chair Al Benz
attending opera, (688-8786).

Jeam more bout OperaBuffs of Western New York, Inc*
A PO. Box 714

e Williamsville, NY 14231

* A non -pro)‘r{i
growy to promote
opera and expcmaf

opera, cma? S;!d??

af alf ages. www.operalougsofwny. org
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Counseling
Support Groups
Pastoral Care
Nutrition Services

- . at St Pauls

The Choiv of

St. Mary’s Cathedral

Edinburgh - Scotland
Tuesday, July 29 at 9:20 p.m.

DUNCQN] FERGUSON,
Director of Music

40 Gates Circle, Suite 200
Buffalo, New York 14209
(716) 881-4612 www.afsbflo.org

Sy

The Saint 'l'lmmas
Choir of Men & Boys
Fifth Avenue - New York City
Priday, September 26 at 5: 0 p.m.

DR. JOHN SCOTT, LUO,

CONE FIVE POTTERY

_ Studio~ Gallery~ Pottery Classes

GREG LINK

CERAMIC ARTIST
Organist & Director of Music : - , e
FREDERICK TEARDO, e L } 798 ELMWOOD AVENUE  BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14222
e Associate Organist Lo 'f, (716) 332-0486 ' coneﬁvepottery.co
; e e s : Charles Rothe
2. ¥ _{-‘_REE to ?nex,qbs oj Mu&tq‘, SUT Bobby Suwala
: e e e Hair Care
STPAUL'S CATHEDRAL | 128 PEARL STREET | BUFFALO, NY 14202 'y, For Men And Women
ﬁM__
Corner of Church & Pearl, Downtown Buffalo :
For more information call (716) 842-6933 + www. stpaulscathedral.org :: 76 Allen Street, Buffalo, N.Y. 14202
Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com or the Sheas box office on Main Street . (716) 884-0161
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for a Llfetlme:

S ¢
'Rl.smq Stars Open
House on July 26
from 11-4, Savor a

- Chicken BBQ and
help the Hm\\ ood

children. Tickets
__arc on sale now
al CMS

Community Music School
415 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222

884.4887

Communitymusi chuffalo.org
GetzvillesLack:
Lancastonal +LockportsSnydersSouth Buffalo

Have you always
wanted to be a
songwriter? Come to
Music & Lyrics this
Kiwani v summer. Or enroll
' for instrumental,
vocal or jazz lessons
or one of our many
classes.

Individualand
Relationship Counsehng ,
Nevy ork State Certxﬁed

531 Lm ood Avenue
Buffalo, New Yotk 14209
7 6—881—5870

CATHEDRAL

BUFFALO, NEW YORK

HOSPITALITY,
HEALING and HOP E

| Sung Holy Eucharists, 9:00 am & 11:15 am

SUNDAY SERVICES
Said Holy Eucharist, 8:00 Am

All-Parish Education, 10:15 - 11:00 Am

MONDAY #hrough FRIDAY

Said Holy Eucharist, 12:05 pm
Wednesday Healing Service, 12:05 pm

716 855-0900 stpaulscathedral.org

128 Pearl Street Buffalo, NY 14202-4075

e RS oy ) |

' %

s

%sz«' e

The 2007/08[

Out & About

Phonebook
has hit the streets.

Do you have yourcopy?

www.myoutandabout.com
61




ON ELMWOOD

- 1081 ELMHOOD AVENUE/886.9081/0PEN 24 HOURS I

2008-20098 MsT Bank BROADWAY SERIES

W ADIRSON £ 6108 Lo s

) RV umu:.*::_m 2

Successor to

Telephone/Fax
W.L. Sparks

(716) 692-0800

GRAF LAND SURVEYORS

ESTABLISHED 1958

Albert E. Graf, PL.S.
James A. Graf, PL.S.

163 Robinson Street
Adam Hughes, Technician

N. Tonawanda, NY 14120

I

KEevIN L. GIBSON

Certified Public Accountant

CLPA

Phone (716) 822-7740

220 Orchard Park Road
Fax (716) 822-5878

West Seneca, NY 14224

62

March 17-22 June 2-7

SEASON TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

To order, call (716) 847-0850,
go to www.sheas.org or
to the Shea's Ticket Office.

Broadway Series Sponsors

R M&TBank  Tus Burrao News

Presented by Shea’s and Albert Nocciolino

PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER

www.sheas.org

Shows/dates/times subject to change.
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helped
individuals

Where your world opens up.

Y

Peoplelnc

At People Inc., our promise is to help
others see theirs. For decades, we've
made it possible for people with

special needs to live more fulfilling and
independent lives. Our assistance ranges
from children to senior services, day to
residential services, and vocational to
family support services.

716.634.8132 www.peopie-inc.orgj

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH OF BUFFALO
__ proudly supports

. The Buffulo Gay Men’s C, Ig()rkl,v

The Reverend Geri Lyon, Pastor
Dr. David R. Bond,
Organist/Choirmaster
Sunday Worship at 11:00 a.m.*
(*10:00 am. June 29 - August 31
One Symphony Circle
Buffalo, NY 14201
(across from K. leinhans)
716.884.7250
www. firstchurchbuffalo.org

We are a diverse,

All are welcome!
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Membership in the
BGMC is open to any
man who passes a
simple audition and
who is willing to
commit to weekly
rehearsals, an active
performance schedule,
paying semi-annual
dues and wants to
have fun making

beautiful music.

Auditions are held
throughout the year.

For more information,
call Artistic Director
Barbara Wagner at

668-1124.
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Stnging With Pride
Stnce 2001

Next'year marLS flleF o
26th anniversary sea on

Please gather with udyi-"idf‘iveir,é: aﬁil’m our vow
to bring you the best in

Early Music :
Contemporary Classics :

Christmas Carols from Aroumltlxe World

&
A Tribute to the Blues. -
It's Ay
'something old, sometlling new,

something borrowed and sometlliilg l)lue,'

next year with the Freucli’g Singers.
Do join us!

Audition appointments still available.
716-667-7088 / m{tendigsingemorg
Roland E. Martin, Director

Mark Di Giampaolo, Accompanist
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ROITGER CONSTRUCTION, LLC
DESIGN - BUILD : MANAGE

Complete Kitchens and Baths -~ Specializing in
Marble - Granite - Porcelain and (nl.ts’l'l

John Rottger

www.jpit)ttger.com . john(@jprottger.com
; 716-832-0023 - cell: 716-310- 4447

Website Under Construction

94 Elmwood A'venue
Buffalo, NY 14201

884-2520
fax 881-0157

Hours
Mon.—Thu. 10 am to 10 pm
Fri. and Sat 10 am to 11 pm

Sun 10noon to 10 pm

Desserts
Chocolates
lce cream

coffee

www.datsweetooth.com
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Waddell & Reed, Inc. (09/07)

Inve

Those who plan ahead and start saving early

have more time to build assets for g comfortable

a new home or any other personal goal.

Call your Waddell & Reed financial advisor today

sting. With a plan.

Building plans for your financial future, that is.

retirement, supporting a family, for higher education,

and ask about creating your personal financial plan.

Member SIPC

WADDELL
& REED

Financial Advisors™

Robert Wills

CFP, District Manager

9366 Transit Road, SuiteB

East Amherst, New York 1405]
716-210-1002
rwills@wradvisors.com
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fideos & Gifts
“Where s i be OUT

An Inclusive Community
of Faith and Compassion

St. John's-Grace Episcopal Church
61 Colonial Circle (Richmond at Lafayette)
886-1112 www.stiohnsgrace.com
Rev. Philip W. Dougharty, Rector
David K. Mathewson, Organist/Choirmaster




CALL ME
TO SELL
YOUR
HOUSE.

Matt Quagliano, Hunt ERA
Hunt Real Estate’s #1
Buffalo Agent

HUNT Phone: (716) 471-9266

| Voice Mail: (7]6) 743-6675
Arere Thare For Yot Online: www.Mah@Q.net

Accurate pricing, strong Homefinder ads,
advanced internet presence, full database of

buyer inquires and flexible commission rates!

CHRIS LAVEY

N EED TO BUY A HOUSE?
Call me today!

Since 1911

e
| Arwers Thers For vour |HIRIR
ERA

_ Chris Lavey
 buyer’s agent
. ~ HuntERA |
 ph: (716 ) 480-9507

— TT QUAGUAN O ,

Selhng more homes in YOUR neighborhood! |

Now in our F zfth Year - Sznce 2002 .

WWWHATE! E .

“NOT an An’nque Shop" 71686%205 o
262 Bryant @ Elmwood, Buffalo, NY 14222

The NEWEST and mo'stECLEcTiCéhop‘cﬁthe‘Avenﬁe"4: e

At WWWHATEVER you will discover the DECORATIVE, the PRACTICAL L
{ and most interesting of all )..... the IMPRACTICAL! "
WE specialize in DESIGNER KAST-OFFS, FUNKY PLASTIC JEWELRY, GUTTERY ADORNMENTS
RETRO 50'S, 60°S, 70°S, ~
EUROPEAN and AMERICAN POTTERY and PORCELAIN, ART PRINTS, KITSCH 1TEMS,
OBJECT ¢' ART from your Mom's LIVING ROOM DINING ROOM and KlTCHEN

BUY - SELL - DIG!TAL COLLECTIONCD SERVICES

Friends of BGMC get 15% off from BGMC members Nelson & Ed

W

Approved
Auto Repair

BISON AUTOMOTIVE & DETAIL, INC.

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE & SALES
1870 KENMORE AVENUE < BUFFALO, NY 14216

ROBERT GUGING, JR. 873-1193

STMIO

AIR DESIC
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ALFRED DIXON
THE ARTERY

Custom Picture Framing & Art Supplies
Museum Quality, Archival Framing for the
Home, Office or Business

1493 HERTEL AVENUERE
BUFFALO, NY 14216
(NEAR STERLING)

716-838-5878
THEARTERYFRAMING
@MSN.COM

“A Gem on Hertel”

(716) 834-4755

JKORONA JEWELRY

1588 Hertel Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14216

EST. 1900

JEWELER - GRADUATE GEMOLOGIST
Joseph and Noreen Korona
: =
. DESSERTS ¢ BREADS ¢ WEDDING CAKES B
b
. T
Carriage lradk
QS‘Zf ’
Shandra L. Beutner
n] 1654 Elmwood Avenue + Buffalo, N.Y. 14207 + (716) 881-2326 r_-;
.}

SAM HOYT
MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY
144th DISTRICT

CHAIR
Committee on Local Governments

936 Delaware Avenue, Suite 005
Buffalo. New York 14209
{716) 885-9630
FAX (716) 885-9636
samhoyt@samhoyt.com

936 Delaware Avenue, Suite 005
Buffalo, New York 14209
(716) 885-9630
FAX (716) 885-9636
samhoyt@samhoyt.com

R 7
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8 (716) 8731174

o[wg C aa(afi ggcfsrz L

3 POLISH CADETS BUH.‘ lNG
927 GRANT STREET & BUFFALO NY 14207

, FAX# (716).

OUR SERVICES lNCLUDE‘ |

SAVINGS AT 3% INTEREST RATE
FREE CHECKING
DEBIT CARDS
DIRECT DEPOSIT
CHRISTMAS CLUB "sAviiNGsrr T

ALL TYPES OF LOANS

Mention this ad and receive a discount off your loan!!

COME JOIN uSt!!

CALL FOR INFORMATION.

OFFICE HOURS: MON. - THUR. (8:00 am to 4:15 pm)
FRI. (10: 00 am to 5:30 pm)
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N . . The Miracle of words
\ ’) . in the right place.
T A | ’K;ING ” Eclccti'c;;;ckc:ionof:
 LEAVES el
+»BOOKS

* Calendars
For readers of all ages.

Now with two locations
3158 Main Street « Buffalo
£37-8554
Buffalo’s 0 ldest 951 Elmwood Averue « Buffalo
(at Bidwell Parkway next to Caffe Aroma)
Independent 8649524

Bookgto re independent & idiosyncratic since 1971

www.tleavesbooks.com

‘Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc, takes great pride in being the
recording company of cholcesfor the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. Be it
In our state of the art studio in Clarence, or on location in your venue,
Mark Recording will make you and your ensemble sound great! '
Besides recording, you can look to us for;

» Transfers from Records to CD s CD Manufacturing
e VHS to DVD ' * DVD Manufacturing
e Copyright Free Music » Complete Art Design

' We are Your One Stop Recording Super Store
541&!’!( Custom Recording Service, Inc. * 10815 Bodine Road ° Clarence
716.759.2600 * www.markcustom.com

e-mail: igolombek@ch.ci.buffalo.ny.us

JOSEPH GOLOMBEK, JR.
COUNCILMEMBER NORTH DISTRICT

ROOM 1502 CITY HALL
851-81186 BUFFALO, NY 14202
/4

NY Style Sandwiches

Homemade Soups, Salads & Desserts

We Also Have Catering:
» Deli & Dessert Trays » Luncheon & Dinner Buffets

» Hot & Cold Hors » Assorted Cheesecakes
C“tering Jrom Bagels to Banquets !

** 1298 Hertel Ave ** % 447-2990 **
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AowW-Sslon

105 ElImwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14201
716-882-4971

o e

BUFFALO

2nd Saturday of each month u

7PM (doors open at 6pm)
St. John’s Grace
Episcopal Church
(Richmond & Colonial)

Congratulations to the BGME
On yot anothier geagon of singing with Pride
& Paggion from all of us at "GAYBingo'!

Gay Bingo is the major fundraising tool of the AIDS Plus Fund of WNY
assisting HIVI AIDS Client Services Programs
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To-the Bg/MC

Thank yow
Owr hearty ave lightened by youwr song

Buffalo-

Frontrunners ~ Frontwalkers

A social exercise group meeting in Delaware Park at Nottingham at
Meadow Road, Sunday at 10:00 AM and Tuesday at 6:00 PM
E mail buffalofrontrun@AOL.com
All Welcome All Year Round
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June 26th July 3rd July 17th July 24th July 31st

A= Summer Film Series. ..

he Brightest Stars and Biggest Movies
of 1939: Hollywood's Greatest Year!

Thursdays* at 7:30pm
HISTORIC

RIVIERA THEATRE

67 Webster Street
N Tonawanda, NY 14120

716-692-2413

www.rivieratheatre.org
36 Adult, $5 Student/Senior, $2 Children (12 and under)

\u;ust Tth August 14th August 21st

GRAND FINALE
*FRIDAY, August 29th at 7:30pm

Southern BBQ Bash at 5:00pm, $25

'BHTEDAVIS.
DARKVICTORY:

2140 Egg o
near Nxagnrn Fnlls Blvd. & Shendan D ;

Slgn up for.our free newsleh‘er '

Opening doors and hearts to peoplc living with AIDS.

If you or a loved one would like more information,
| please call Barbara Donohue at 834-4940 Ext 207

Congratulations HSBC 41} |
to the BGMC

Dorothy H. Sands-Carboni

First Vice President & Branch Manager
Jor your : :

Elmwood Utica Office

- - HSBC Bank USA, National Association
beautiful music! 529 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222

Tel: (716) 883-2592 Fax:(716) 884-7332
dorothy.h.sands-carboni@us.hsbc.com




ELMWOOD
FRAMING &
INTERIORS

245 ELMWOOD AVE.
BUFFALO, NEW YORK

716-883-2071

CUSTOM FRAMING

FINE ART
UNIQUE GIFTS
PRINTS
ART CONSULTATION & DESIGN
ART PLACEMENT & DISPLAY
PHOTO RESTORATION
CUSTOM MIRRORS

WWW.ELMWOODFRAMING.COM

SERVING THE CORPORATE, COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY SINCE 1977

MICHAEL P. GILLIS

| 116 Union * Hamburg

The Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus

presents

Friday, December 12, 2008 *Saturday, December 13, 2008 |
Unitarian Universalist Trinity Episcopal Churéll
Church of Buffalo 371 Delaware Avenyié
695 Elmwood Avenue Buffale
Buffalo *Interpreted for hearing impaired

Doors open at 7 pm * Concert at 8 pm
Adults $20 Students, Seniors ¢& Disabled $18
Preferred Seating Available

‘
3rd Concert: }
Sunday, December 14, 2008 at 4 pm
Hamburg United Methodist Church 4

\ 7

=
N o° g £
7 (] N ?) o2, 4 \/ J o2 4
) ®

Artistic Director: Barbara Wagner : BGMC OFFICE:
Accompanist: Debi Overton 595 Hlniooad Avenn.

Buffalo NY 14222
www.buffalogaymenschorus.org 716.883.1277
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V‘? MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING
| . \ COMPUTER LAB & LIBRARY
i MLt
FINANCIAL & FAMILY PLANNING
REFERRALS & RESOURCES
CALENbAR OF EVENTS
MEETING SPACE

WWW.PRIDECENTERWNY.ORG

-

ARTISAN.
=

KITCHENS & BATHS
AT APPLIANCE ASSOCIATES

A kitchen and bath

design center in

the heart of the city

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
CLOSETS

ENTERTAINMENT
CENTERS

BASEMENTS
AND MORE...

Showroom:
200 Amherst St., Buffalo

Hours:
MF9-5 | W98 | Sat. 91

873-4100

artisankitchensandbaths.com




A life well lived is about more than money.
It is about supporting the people you care about.

Our Financial Advisors understand
that true wealth is about achieving
a life of equality, opportunity and
respect. We are proud to support
the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
and to help educate the LGBT
community on the financial

issues that arise in domestic
partnerships, civil unions and
marriage. Our ability to offer
comprehensive strategies and
solutions specifically tailored to
meet these unique needs makes
us valuable. But our commitment
to fully understanding you and
what matters most to you makes
us essential.

Thank you vfor all you do e
in our community. f

TOTAL MERRILL’

LEE RUSINEK, DIRECTOR
(716) 849-2121 OR (800) 283-0059

MERRILL LYNCH
50 FOUNTAIN PLAZA
BUFFALO, NY 14202

@g Merrill Lynch

The Total Merrill brand is used to refer to the broad range of brokerage, investment advisory (including financial planning),
banking, trust, mortgage, and other financial services and products offered by Merrill Lynch. The nature and degree of
advice and assistance provided, the fees charged, and client rights and Merrill Lynch’s obligations will differ among these
services. Total Merrill (design) is a registered service mark of Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc. Total Merrill is a service mark of
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc. © 2007 Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated. Member, SIPC.
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