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Artistic Director
Barbara Wagner

Accompanist
Debi Overton
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Friday January 19, 2007
Unitarian Universalist
Church of Buffalo

695 Elmwood Ave.
Buffalo, New York

Saturday January 20, 2007
Westminster Presbyterian Church
724 Delaware Ave.

Buffalo, New York
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For all your real estate needs, please contact

G. Michael Liska

Professional, Knowledgeable, and dedicated to serving WAN.Y. J‘
|

Contact Mike direct @ 984-7766

Office:
695 Emwood Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14222

716.883.1277
www.buffalogaymenschorus.com

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus is dedicated
to producing vocal music of high quality in
the rich tradition of men’s choral singing.

We seek through song not only to
entertain, but also to enlighten.

We sing to create harmony as we celebrate
pride in the community and in ourselves.

Orr WMetto

Use your powers to heal, and not to harm.




CITY OF BUFFALO

BYRON W. BROWN
MAYOR

January 2007

Dear Members and Supporters of the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus:
Greetings and salutations to the BGMC on the occasion of your 6" season of song!

We send warm wishes on behalf of the City of Buffalo as you present Celebrate! at
the Unitarian Universalist Church and at Westminster Presbyterian Church.

Your continued success under the direction of Macstra Barbara Wagner represents
all that is best about the arts in our city: Beauty, harmony and excellence!

While we listen to you “produce vocal music of high quality in the rich tradition of
men’s choral singing,” we know your sounds are the fruit of hard work and many
rehearsal hours. You merit praise and have given our region another cultural asset
of which we all can be proud.

We remember that these concerts on January 19" and 20" mark the 5 anniversary
of your first public event in February 2002. Continued best wishes as you
enlighten and entertain in our community of “Good Neighbors!”

Very truly yours,

B B

Byron W. Brown
Mayor

65 NIAGARA SQUARE / 201 CITY HALL / BUFFALO, NY 14202-3392 / (716) 831-4841 FAX: (716) 851-4360 / www.cny-buffalo.com

, fmeaskurablyclpart‘, of this work is achieved 'ynbUﬂ"ding
',bridges;to,kindisfiduals'andkgroy‘ups*wﬁhjinwester
New York.  ; . . - '

Music has the power to ¢licit emotions and to create harmony in ways
that the spoken word cannot. I am absolutely convinced that through
the power of our voice in communal song we can directly improve not
only our own lives and those of our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters,
but also the lives of everyone in our community. _a '

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus has proven in five short years that we are
an important force for change and acceptance. Our benefit concerts
enable us to offer support to other non-profit and philanthropic
organizations in need of funds, publicity, and support..These concerts.
build bridges and enable us to work together. We support our s
respective missions by performing these concerts. Our Board of
Directors is committed to community involvement by our chorus. To
this end, we look forward to more “bridge building” collaborations

and partnerships. Additionally, we intend to continue our work

with organizations involved in restoring Buffalo’s beautiful trees so
devastated by our October snowstorm.

In talking with people at our post-concert receptions, I am pleased
to learn that many in our audience have attended virtually all of our
concerts. Many others make certain to attend at least one each year.
Thank you for sharing our enthusiasm! Know that our dedication to
our mission will move us toward a just and equitable society for ALL
citizens. Thank you for being with us for these past five years - we
would be greatly diminished without your loyalty and support.

By rough estimate, our volunteer time since our inception as the BGMC
totals over 60,000 hours. It is no wonder that we have evolved into a
major component of the Buffalo arts scene. We are indeed, a powerful
group of men! And, the women who work with us are pretty terrific,
too! Enjoy the fruits of these past five years as our volunteer singers
present for your listening pleasure - Celebrate!




The BGMC participates in the Buffalo Gay Pride parade.
June 2003

' Yo'zj don't harvé to struggle alone.

Partners in Grief Support Group
Asupport group for those who have
experienced the death of a sume sex
partner. Meets for 8 weeks, 6:30-8:30p.m.
Registration is required, coll Life Transitions
Center for dates and information.

Individual Counseling

Our professional staff has master’s degrees
in sodial work or counseling. They specialize
inissues related to death, dying grief foss.
and serious flingss.

LI RAE\’S[’I\I(_)NS CENTER, INC.
S0 erienary
WNY's Largest grief counseling agency.
Speciatizing in grief and 1033 for over 25 year:
Call:(716) 836-6460

wwwLifeTransitionsCenter.com

THE UNDERGROUND

NITECLUB

274 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14202
(746) 853-0082

BRING I YOUR TICKET STUB FOLLOWING THE CONCERT
GET SECOND DRINK FREE

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
Is a Welcoming Congregation

Standing on the side of LOVE,
and singing in tune with the
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus!

- UUCB -

a house of worship affirming and celebrating
the worth and dignity of all persons

On the corner of Elmwood and Ferry
Sunday Services 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Joel Miller, Minister
Barbara Wagner, Music Minister
Jessica Purple Rodela, Intern Minister




MARK J. PESZKO

Attorney At Law

Personal Service
Affordable Fees

BGMC Member

515 Brisbane Bldg.

TEL (716) 855-1921
Buffalo, NY 14203

FAX (716) 854-7692

Approved . -
. Auto Repair -

BISON AUTOMOTIVE & DETML INC
COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE & SALES
1370 KENMORE AVENUE « BUFFALO, NY 14216

ROBERT GUGINO, JR. _ 873-1193
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DReflections fram the Hrtistio Dinecton

Several weeks ago, one of my most respected
colleagues on the Board of the BGMC lovingly
referred to me at as a “bleeding heart liberal” I

felt proud and honored that he believed that I

was one of those people that I had admired for so
many years. If I was not a “bleeding heart liberal”

I don’t believe the men of the Buffalo Gay Men'’s
Chorus and I would have enjoyed the give-and-take
relationship we have enjoyed these past 5+ years.

In the early days, many of the men gave me the benefit of the doubt
when I knew that some of them wondered how a “straight old broad”
could possibly succeed as the director of a gay men’s chorus. In return,
Faccepted the challenge and the doubts and gave the best of everything
I had learned over more than 37 years in the choral conducting field

to my now, most beloved men. They listened as I told them how to
produce a beautiful five-note scale, how to sing a gorgeous, warm
fortissimo, how to modify their vowels so they were all perfectly
unified, how to find their head voices, their falsettos. . .. They took all of
this to heart and, in return, sang with a beauty I never thought possible.
There were many simple five-note scales that were so exquisite;

they brought tears to my eyes. We have given and taken musical and
personal gifts to and from each other for more than five years, always
with unexpected powerful results for all of us. It’s been magical and
exciting for many of us, and for me, the only way to reach the beauty
and goodness for which we all strive.

My tolerant men gave me gay humor, with all of its often hysterical
permutations. How we have laughed at my silly mistakes! There have
been many, but unfortunately, they are not fit for publication in an
clegant program like this one. (Talk to me later) In return, I gave of
my bawdy, mature humor, a product of many years in a field where
humor, beauty, love and joy all go hand and hand. There has been much
laughter and joy and yes, often tears in the rooms where the BGMC has
rehearsed. It’s all necessary so we can achieve even more than our best
when we sing.

concert 1 cm stﬂJ “feel the Iove tomght

With 'mixéh lové,
Barb

Barb Wagner and Mary
Louise Nanna, Founder and
Director of the Ars Nova
Musicians, discuss voice
parts at a rehearsal Sfor the
Viva Vivaldi Concert.
November 2004

L‘xecutwe Director of Men of

A;agu;«t 2006 .




Elmwood Ernins
& Interiors
245 Elmwood Ave.

Buffalo NY 14222
8$83-2071

Custom Framing
Fine Art
Prints

Unique Gifts

Open |
onday - Saturday 10 — 6
Thursdays till 7

hose who wish to sing,

R i - always find a song.
BRING YOUR TICKET STUB IN FOR .
A COMPLIM _ Swedish Proverb

EVENT NIGHT ONLY! | Congratulations on 5 Years
503 Franklin St. Bflo, NY of Beautiful Singing!




Congratulations,
Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus
on your 5™ Anniversary
from

FREUDIG
SINGERS

OF WESTERN NEW YORK

Roland E. Martin, Music Director

We invite you to join us for more fine music at ..

BEAU FLEUVE:
A CELEBRATION OF BUFFALO POETS

Passionate poems, sumptuous songs to rouse the spirit of
Spring - certified organic and locally grown!

Friday, March 2, 8:00 p.m.
Lippes Concert Hall, University at Buffalo
&
Saturday, March 3, 7:30 p.m.
The Chapel at Niagara University

v Heal your psychological wounds.
Achieve an empowered life style.

Develop strategies to live responsib

Individual counseling & support groups
focused on the unigue mental health
chollenges of gay men,

/ﬁ% Ef}%& % esblons & bisexuals.

K 5 7/

12

v Eliminate self-destructive behaviors.




Tenorl

Robert Black
Norman Urban Boyer
Peter A. Bruschi

Brian Bussard-Schuster

Robert C. Donner
Shaun Doyle Jr. **
Norm Duttweiler Jr.
Ronald Houk

Spike (Michael) Liska
Randy McWharf
Matthew Mooney
B.Aidan Ngin
R.Jeffrey Proctor
John Rex

Hanford Searl Jr.
Kevin L.Thompson
Guy Tomassi

Bass I

Brant Adamczyk
Ronald J. Galena
Paul T. Gannon
Michael P Gillis

Jaime Stephan Goldfuss *

Lorne E. Gretsinger
Jim Jagow

Rob Keefe

Randall D. Kozlowski
Russell C. Link
Timothy H. Mahiques
David K. Mathewson
Ryan J. McKane

L. Martin Palcic **
Michael J. Pardee
Brian Rotach

Dr. Lawrence Van Heusen

Joseph A. Zimmerman

** Section Leader
* Chorus Marshall

Members in bold print have sung in all major BGMC concerts since 2001

HWer's Ghorus

Tenor I

Michael K. Bardo
Donald Behr

Paul Brundage
Edward E Ciszek Jr.
Dave Gannon
William C. Hardy
JohnV.Iacono
Gerry Klein
Delwyn Milander
Michael Mroczka
Nelson A. Neels
Roger Parris

Mark J. Peszko
Mike Styn

Cedric ‘Flip’ Taporco **
Jason A. Ward

Bass I

Christopher Babbitt
Dave Batt

Dan Folwell
William H. Gardner
Andrew Giarrizzo
Scott Glasser
Michael Heaney
Duane Krakowiak
Vincent Kuntz
Ramon ‘Ray’ Meléndez
Raymond Neil
Andy Newbert **
Paul R. Newell
Murphy Palazzo
Benjamin Phillips
Joe Puma

Jimmy Rigo

Robert Rose
Michael Shanahan

Sherwood ‘Woody’ Sipprell

Dennis C. Stuart
Bobby Suwala
Dan Weinrieb
Steven Young

Non- Smgmg Membersk '
ChuckAlaimo * ,
Edward N. Giannino
Mike Longo

Mark Meyer -
Steve Niemiec
Todd B. Ruth
Danny Winter .

Board of Directors
Dennis C. Stuart, President
Mike Liska,Vice President
Dave Batt, Secretary

Todd B. Ruth, Treasurer
Dave Gannon, Past President
Christopher Babbitt

Edward N. Giannino

Michael P.Gillis

Timothy H. Mahiques
Steven Young

Informauon aDLre or

Archivist
Chuck Alaimo

Dave Gannon a
“Best Vocalist” award presented by Artvoice. June 2006

gner p oudly accep e
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ANGES . . .

Construction

728 Center Street, Lewiston, N.Y.
(716) 754-2043

{ SERVING ALL OF OUR COMMUNTTY

Todd A. Patti Your Full Service TravelAgency

8 3 O 3 O 8 1 We Believe in Old-Fashioned Customer Semce
changescon@adelphia.net
. . Cruises » Hotels + Air » Domestic

International + Last Minute , . : :

Discount Packages | The BGMC sings with the Ars Nova
Musicians. November 2004

@ CHANGING BUFFALO ONE HOME AT A TH\;IE‘ &

16




No matter who you are,
no matter where you are
on life’s journey,

you are welcome here.

GAY PILGRIMS

discover paths to love and discipleship at

PILGRIM-ST. LUKE’S
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

335 Richmond at West Utica
Buffalo NY 14222
885-9443

marriage equality by UCC national synod

gay ordination scholarships

strong fellowship of Gay & supportive Christians

open and affirming, one of 600 so designated

The BGMC was one of 165 chorusesparticipatiﬁg in the GALA

Chorus Festival in Montreal. July 2004
18 19
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[arespore OrGANR (JORKS
7072 Sweetland Road
Derby, New York 14047-9580

Office 716.947.5051
FAX 716.947.5088

Tuning, Maintenance, Repair &
Restoration of Pipe Organs, Reed Organs,
Harmoniums, and Player Instruments

Daniet D. Teneaowwz
Member. rh
Organ Historical Society, Ruc Orpan Sodsly

Automatic Musical Instrument Collector's Assoclation

,350 masten avenue | buffalo new york 14209

,,

Written by Zora Neale Hurston and Lan tonHu hesis
Directed by June L. Saunders Duell

“716. 884. 2013 for tickets and reservations
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embracing
wat’s harmony!!

.' | :m Iy Lm sumu;

:'In Buﬂ.nlo .md |t\ sulun'lvs.

884-1010

700 Elmwood Ave.

DRY CLEANERS Buffalo NY 14222

Reflections: Frorm Wa‘ém/ The Choius - f
mww&h{e&&m w&woﬂﬂ/zeocwéao&a&waaéa/
BGHE” and. “BLC” in owr riinds. @a&z/&QOOo"a/w//

2006 under-the batons,of Ron Spiggelnar and JoAnr:
Talletta, i turr, we sapgy wt(%/té& WBRLEO- 'What glorio
ea%wmw[égxwe/@/ gée/vmm W/gyow”m

MM w%(/ar%&az@lﬁa&z&coaé«/&&éea/‘dwu/ we

Wea// Mcogﬂz’azc&z%a&z&nwwcd%t&ow 067(/

best. %2003 wxwté&wm@e@m& Goa/za'ga&a/&
ﬂm%m& @ﬁmgwa wﬁa/‘ﬁgfma%g—m

Wm ﬁ%& %M% gomwa/zywm&w,?OOf

the @ﬁ@&@&mwom t/ﬁ&‘/ﬁmea/ﬁe/wtmé
musteal genius of our owr Barbara Wagners to-whom her

W”ﬁ/%ﬁm-mfmw ng devotion WW .
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Dl) BUFFALO PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

JoAnn Falletta, music director

M&T Bank Classics Series

ANDRE WATTS

PERFORMS RACHMANINOFF

“His technique has the sleek, polished facility
of someone born to the instrument.”
-The New York Times

February 17 at 8 pm, Kleinhans Music Hall

Don’t miss this world renowned pianist perform one of the
most beloved concertos in the entire repertoire, Rachmaninoff's
Second Piano Concerto.

Tickets: 885-5000 or BPO.ORG EMeTBank




E‘W ”

I.lTERACY l\ '1

Chert 5‘§‘f

Call 716.876.8991

www.literacybuffalo.org

The Youth Mentoring

VOLUNTEERS Program is funded by the US.

BUFFALO & EKIE COUNTY, INC Department of Education.

¢ (/a&éz%czé %meéaw and we know v

~ J’Wﬁu&wﬁ/df%ﬁm é’a/%
: / %&W W”W&W

[T, hese seven ‘Reflections have been contributed by a
" chorus member as paid and anonymous advertisements.]
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Clebrate!

x b,)w(//,'e_ S
C@@W Music
Come to the Music

Michael Heaney, Piccolo
Christopher Hart, Percussion

Music and Words by Joseph M. Martin

}vﬂ// c.”
C@e\ Possibilities

Laudate Pueri Felix Mendelssohn,
Psalm 113
(7} yate.”
@e\ Faith
Hospodi Pomilui S.V. Lovovsky

From the Russian Orthodox Liturgy

P 61/56/
C@ﬂ)‘ﬂ Love and Creativity

To a Stranger Martin J. Wimmer

Words by Walt Whitman
For Roland E. Martin and the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus © 2004

yale”

C@e\ Nature

Shenandoah American Folk Song
Arranged by James Erb
yle.”

C@@ ¢"" One Another

No One is Alone Music and Words by Stephen Sondheim
From Into the Woods Arranged by Peter Ghiloni

26

\’by(l/i’e/ .
C@ﬂ* Courage and Commumty
Seize the Day

From Newsies
Mr. Hart, Percussion

Musxc byAlan Menken
Words by Jack Feldman

e )q@a,{e,/
C@e *" the “Beat!”

You Can’t Stop the Beat Music by Marc Shaiman_
From Hairspray Words by Marc Shaiman and Scott
Mr. Hart, Percussion Wittman '
Paul Newell, Choralography

— Fbormission —

fa/(/
C@(’\ Memories - Five Years of BGMC History

dh Four languages - what a coup' e
How Can I Keep From Singing?  Quaker Hymn
Arranged by Ginger Littleton

Dirait-on Morten Lauridsen

Words by Rainer Maria Rilke
LaVergine degli Angeli Giuseppe Verdi
Text by Francesco Maria Piave
Jennifer Grace-Mernitz, Soprano

Sounds of Summer - June 2002. We could hardly wait to sing the
P wonderful “Our Love is:Soaring Across the Land,” by Holly Near.

Our Love is Soaring Across the Land Music by Jeff Langley
Words by Holly Near

 Music from the Heart - The ma agic of February 2002. The Buffalo
_ Gay Men’s Chorus appedrs on the Buffalo scene for the first tlme'f, o

27




5 Of Sweet Harmony ~ January 2003. We sang “Cantique de

5w Jean Racine”and were later invited to sing it with the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra that spring. We also sang chorus and audience
favorite “Non Nobis Domine” to a thunderous ovation!

Cantique de Jean Racine Gabriel Fauré

Scott Glasser, Violin

Non Nobis Domine
From Henry V

Patrick Doyle

Songs of Freedom - June 2003. We sang in Hebrew! Chorus
Baritone and doctoral candidate in Theory, Michael Chikinda

‘x‘»;/‘ arranged the joyous “El Yivneh Hagalil”

El' Yivneh Hagalil Julius Chajes

Arranged by Michael Chikinda

#=z If Music be the Food of Love ~ January 2004. Our biggest challenge
7 1o date was learning and performing “The Last Words of David.”

P

The Last Words of David Randall Thompson

Singing with Pride - June 2004. We had commissioned our first

& poetry of Walt Whitman. “Standing on the Side of Love,” the TTBB
arrangement done for us by composer, Jason Shelton was in direct
response to President Bush’s proposal that an amendment banning same
sex marriage be added to the constitution. We were ready for the GALA
Festival in Montreal.

From the Adamic Songs Roland E. Martin
1. AsAdam Early in the Morning  Poetry Walt Whitman
V.What Think You I'Take My Pen in Hand
Glenn Einschlag, Bassoon
Peter C. Smith, Clarinet

One More Walk Around the Garden  Burton Lane and Alan Jay Lerner
From Carmelina

Brothers in Song - January 2005. GALA was a revelation to us. Our
repertoire was quickly growing and changing. We had new friends
e from gay choruses all over the world that inspired us and helped us
find the music we needed. Our processional was the rollicking “Be Our
Guest” We did “Nessun Dorma” for the first time.
Nessun Dorma Giacomo Puccini
From Turandot

choral work - Adamic Songs,” (six of them) by Roland Martin to the -

Naked in the Leaves Music by Robert Seeley
Words by Robert Espindola *
TAin’t Afraid Music and Words by Holly Near

= Arranged by Steven Milloy

Seasons of Love
From Rent

Shannon Niver, Soprano

Jonathan Larson

Today Music and Words by Randy Sparks
From “Advance to the Rear”

Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrica
Please rise if you are able.

Music and Words by Enoch Sontonga

We celebrate all of you who have traveled and continue to travel this
journey with us as we sing for the awareness, acceptance, tolerance, joy
and love the BGMC represents. In the words of Holly Near, we are “singing
for our lives”

% /bm/ u /046 @ @_%;e;dww/
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF PHONEBOOK

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus

One of the many organizations you can find in the
Out & About resource guide.

Find what you need in the
Out & About Western & Central NY
Phonebook

visit us online at
www.myoutandabout.com

KeyBank

salutes

The Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus

Best Wishes for another successful season!

KeyBank

o

Achieve anything

31




'3750 DELAWARE AVE.
ENMORE N.Y. 14217

, "4*,71 6-874-4554

E EXAMINATIONS

SOUTH O}‘ THE 1 290

3 .v .

@/ /[If K/ézﬂfa%”

While we could edsz[q use e severdl, ﬁ// lirme Sz‘djr
as a non-profit organizaliorn we thrive on the volunteers Wﬁa

assistus whenever they are able to do so. Wa/wayf need. :
polunteers b felp out in many diffecent support roles that |
enable our singers to do what they do best - Sing! I you

are inlerested in a volunteer position with %g; Bufflo Gay
Aen’s Chorus, please contact our office al 716-883-1277.

S

432 Franklin St
Buffalo, NY 14202

885-8084

Sunday Breakfast

Banquets for all Occasions 9 amto 1:30 pm
Accommodat, 10 250 people
” o peep Don't forget our

American Legion Troop | Post 665 . .
© Friday Fish Fry!

32
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KENNEY SHELTON LIPTAK NOWAK LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
14 LAFAYETTE SQUARE, SUITE 510 RAND BUILDING
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14203
TEL: (716) 853-3801 * FAX: (716) 853-0265

34

conflict, Dr. Nea
African-American woman to serve as Vice President of the United States
She is the conservative Republican nominee for the presidency.
Senator Amanda Dean Styles, a northeastern liberal and the widow of a
former presidential candidate, is the Democratic nominee.

Tonight is their first debate . .

Gary Earl Ross is a professor at the UB Educational Opportunity Center
and author of the books "The Wheel of Desire" and "Shimmerville.”
His 2005 play "Matter of Intent" won the Emanuel Fried Best New Play
Award and the Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America.

presented by 28years Af collective work and responsibility

(/17 mcompany, inc.

TheaterLoft - 545 Eimwood Ave.
Fri., Sat. @ 8pm ¢ Sun. @ 6pm

%22 general © *18 students & seniors
Reservations & Group rates available:
Box Office 883-0380

Ujina Co, inc. 5 supporiad in part by public funds distrbuted
by tho Now York Stato Councl on tho Ats and through the 887
generosdy of tho Chidren's Foundation of Eno County.




Widsio Nies

Come to the Music
With a catchy tune, off-kilter joyful dance groove and buoyant lyric it’'s not

and audiences since Joseph M. Martin published it six years ago.The song was
commissioned by a high school men’s chorus for the Texas Music Educators

Association of Choruses (GALA) festival in Montreal in 2004.

Laudate Pueri

Though a Romantic composer, firmly planted in the 19th century, Felix
Mendelsschn absorbed the clarity-and simplicity of Baroque and early Classical
music into his own style.At a time when musicians rarely performed music of
dead composers, Mendelssohn was keenly aware of his musical forbears: He
revived Bach’s St. Matthew Passion (abridged and somewhat reorchestrated) for
public performance in 1829.

In his motet “Laudate Pueri Dominum” (Psalm 113,) published in 1830
and originally written for women’s chorus, we hear a perfect example of

and grafted to counterpoint that hearkens back to Bach.All melds easily - and
wonderfully - with Romantic expressiveness and passion.

Hospodi Pomilui

In the Orthodox Church, the word “Liturgy” refers specifically to the Eucharistic -
service - in the West, its equivalent is the Mass.As the early church developed, a
number of Liturgies arose in the East, but only four forms are in use today. One

of those is the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom which is used on Sundays and
weekdays. The phrase “Hospodi Pomilui” (“Lord, have mercy”) is sung many times
throughout the Liturgy. We have included a setting by S.V. Lovovsky (1830-1894)

- a lesser-known Russian contemporary of Tchaikovsky - in which that phrase is
repeated no less than 75 times.

To a Stranger
Buffalo composer Martin J. Wimmer writes:

“Walt Whitman's poem “To a Stranger’ was published in 1860 in Leaves of Grass
in the cluster of 45 poems of distinctly gay sensibility called the Calamus poems.
Leaves of Grass was criticized because of its exaltation of the body and sexual
love and also because of its innovation in verse form - that is, the use of free
verse in long rhythmical lines with a natural,‘organic’ structure. I was inspired to
set poetry by Whitman after hearing the BGMC perform several Whitman settings
by fellow Buffalo composer, Roland E. Martin. “To A Stranger’ was composed

in 2004

Mr.Wimmer hopes his music does justice to this remarkably potent poem.

continued on page 42

surprising that“Come to the Music” has become a favorite piece of choral singers

Association. The BGMC heard no fewer than five renditions at the Gay and Lesbian

Mendelssohn’s refined musical language:The harmonies are adopted from Mozart

The first time | came to a rehearsal I reached out to shake the
hand of a fellow chorister who pushed my hand aside. “This rea!ly
isn't a hand shaking kind of group, welcome to the famllyl” he satd
as he gave me a big hug..

Seemg all of our fnends and iy the pews of the church c

memorable ohe | know thét we can't expect to change the entire
world at once, but if we keep workmg on it one heart at a hme we'll
be successful.

Jason Ward - Tenor II
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The Miracle of words
in the right place.

’T A {K ‘I N@ Eclectic selection of:
* Book
LEAVES e
B_,o /o K(s « Calendars
299

For readers of all ages.

Now with two locations
3158 Main Street » Buffalo
837-8554

Buffalo’s Oldest
ll’ld@PBﬂdGHt 884-9524

951 Elmwood Avenue » Buffalo
(at Bidwell Parkway next to Caffe Aroma)

BOOthOl‘G independent & idiosyncratic since 1971

www. tleavesbooks.com
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Grionds of the
%?fa/@ gcg; Wers Ghorus

From all of the BGMC Family, a very special and heartfelt thank
you to the Friends of the BGMC. Your “voice” and generosity bring
enlightenment, inspiration, healing, empowerment and harmony to

the greater community and to all of us. We are most grateful.

The Friends of the BGMC listed in this program are those who
have contributed between June 4, 2006 and December 31, 20006.

Composer $2,500 +
Anonymous, in honor of Pilgrim St. Luke’s United Church of Christ

Maestro $1,000 +
Paul A. Cassavaugh

Virtuoso $400 +

Barbara & Brian Baird
William H. Gardner
Michael Gillis & Paul Paladino
Richard A. Jesionowski
Timothy H. Mahiques, in memory of bis mom, Ruth Mahiques
M & T Bank
Roger Parris & Michael Longo
Todd B. Ruth, in memory of Sandra Forsythe-Ruth & Eileen H. Forsythe
Roger Mark Seifert & Dennis C. Stuart, #n bonor of Dave Gannon’s
wit, wisdom and grace in bis years as BGMC president

Conductor $200 +

Edward N. Giannino

Robert & Roberta Grimm

David Hetherly

Jim Jagow

Linda Kaumeyer

Rob Keefe & John Villani

Joel & Andree Lippes

G. Michael Liska

Dr. R. Mark Meyer

Mark J. Morette, in dedication to
the musical memory of
Vincent S. Morette

Christopher S. Babbitt

& Christopher Derisley
David Batt & Michael Shanahan
Marilyn & Kate Bell-Schwede
Babs Conant & Camille Cox
Dr. & Mrs. David S. Clifford

& Family, 71 bonor of

Jason Alex Ward
Ronald J. Galena
Giangreco Law Firm, in bonor of

Nicholas Giangreco
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Conduc lor $200 ( cont nued)

Barb Neth & I\cvm Po-Chedley,
in honor of Ron Houk
Michael Osika & -
Daniel Salcedo, MD
Agnes Palazzetti- Minion
J.Warren Perry, Ph.D.
Jeffrey H.Platt

- Dr.llja & Pamelas. Weinrieb, 772
. _memory of Bernard: Stecleer
. Ray & Mary Whitman; with love in

Andy Steck & Pthrxﬁletu
iGlorxa & Paul Stuart

'Bafbéfé L Wagne in memory

3

. William G. Wagner

Denise & Bob Schexg, in bonor of honor of S Steve Young
Russ Link Steven Young : -
Mark Skesavage , '
Solozst $1 00 kit

Bernice Baeumler

Will & Bonnie Botsford, in honor
of our friends Michael & Paul,
Don & Sam, Dave & Mike

The Rev. & Mrs. Peter W. Bridgford

Bob Carlson & Tim Socha

David Canfield

Max & Sheila Casey

Joanne Castellani & Michael
Andriaccio

Jim & Mary Frances Derby

Tony & Anna Dutton, in honor of
Julie Stuart & Greg Moore

Trish Grace & David Dunn

Ronald Groth

Richard W. Herr

Dr. Richard J. Lee

Kathleen S. Ludwig

James Mack

John McCarthy, in memory of the
deceased members of the City
of Good-Neighbors Chorale -~

MOCHA Project - Men of Color
Health Awareness

Louis Molisani

Richard Price

Linda Reznick, in honor of my
dear friend Steve Young

Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld, Temple Beth
Zion

Paula & Alan Rosner, in honor of
Russell Link’s birthday

Summer Street Cat Clinic

Tracy Spencer

Harriet B. Stewart

Ceal Tachok

Cynthia Van Ness

Barbara C.Walsh

Associate $30+

Anonymous, inn honor of Jim
Kane

Thomas R.Alcamo

Stephen & Eleanor Ash, in bonor
of respect for each person

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel J. Barone, in
honor of Mark G. Barone

Jim Battaglia, in memory of Dory
Ragusa

Steven & Cecile Biltekoff

Bob Black

John Burkhardt & JW Harrington

Ruth Bury

Sandy Carrubba, in honor of Mark
J. Peszko

Phyllis Chase & Merlin Chase

Arthur Christy

Joyce & Michael Cianciosi
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Mary & Harold Cohen

Ruth Cohan

Joan Doerr

Jeanne J. Ebling-Laing

Rob Ellison & Tom Camuso

Bill Engelbrecht

The Enright Family

Bill & Nancy Evans

Marvin & Marcia R. Frankel, in
bonor of Glenn, Adam & Lucy
Maya Coben-Frankel

Pick of the Crop Dance Company

Marjorie Dodd Gearing

Rev. Clara Gillies

Lynne B. Giroux

Carl & Eloise Granger

Joseph Grieco

Terry Griggs

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald J. Hace

Denise Hanlon

Peter G. Hart

Ron Houk & Joe Puma, with
much love to our favorite
groupies Sue & Katie

Paula Welch Jack

Doris Jones

Carol & John Kociela

Ed Kory

James P. Lagowski

Norma Jean Lamb

M. Littlefield

Marjorie Lord, in memory of
Donald Savage

Sam Maislin

Men's Chorus

Associate $30+ (continued)

Horace Mann, Ph.D.

Marie A. Marshall

Eileen Rives McCallister

Doug Milander & Ann DeVeau,
in memory of David & Enid
Milander

Donald J. Nasca

Andy Newbert

John Ognibene, in memory of
Charles Ognibene

H.J.&A.O’Hear

Richard & Deborah Osieja

James B. Palka

John J. Pelligrini

Philip & Kristen Pfaff

John Rex

Bob & Luann Roberts

Frank & Vanessa Scinta

Debbie M. Sheehan, in honor of
all military members past and
present

James Styn & Sandra Corrie-Styn, irz
memory of Helen E. Styn

John & Elaine Swaine

Joanne E Tarnowski

Ted VanVelzen, in honor of Jim
Jagow

John & Noreen Visone

Joseph G.Vuich

Robert A.Wiechman

Stephanie Williams

Martha & Jeffrey Yagle

Arlene & Paul Zawadzki, in
memory of Peter Wandel

Donald Behr -

turmoil surroundmg our concert \X/hat a dayl
Tenor II

e mall |golombek@ch ci. buffalo ny us :i: '

JOSEPH GOLOMBEK, JrR.
COUNCILMEMBER NORTH DISTRICT

ROOM 1802 CITY:HALL
BUFFALO, NY 14202

851-5118

y

AN
LA

f Of What You're
Looking For!

(Givin'You More...

@uexus  CHRYSLER ® @®rovora Jeep,
&scion GDHYLNDAL @ mama

WwwNorthtownArto.com
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continued from page 36

Shenandoah

The original lyrics of this haunting riverboatmen’s song tell the story of a roving
trader in love with the daughter of Chief Shenandoah; the rover tells the chief of
his intent to take the girl with him far to the west, across the Missouri River. The

words in this arrangement omit mention of the daughter; the song is sung to the
river, not to Chief Shenandoah.

No One is Alone

Billed as a fairy tale for adults, Stephen Sondheim’s 1987 musical Info the
Woods interwove the stories of Jack and the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding
Hood, Cinderelia and Rapunzel as a witty and multi-layered examination of the
parent-child relationship, the responsibility to community, and the inevitability
of growing up and discovering the real world. Despite darkness, murder and
mayhem, sweetness and simplicity color the book and score of /nto the Woods.
“No One IsAlone” is a pragmatic - and affecting - conclusion to the story.

Seize the Day

The 1992 Disney musical Newsfes retells the story of the 1899 New York City
newsboys’ strike against newspaper moguls Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph
Hearst. The boys explode into the anthem “Seize the Day” at the point in the story
when, inspired by a recent trolley-workers’ strike, they realize that they have the
power to unite and fight for their rights.

You Can’t Stop the Beat

“You Can’t Stop the Beat,” the finale of the blockbuster 2002 Broadway musical
based on John Waters' loopy 1988 film comedy Hairspray, celebrates joy and
pride among the exuberant young people of Baltimore who embrace diversity
and triumph over prejudice. The song celebrates the joy that comes from
“lightening up.” Don’t fight it - have fun with everything that’s weird and
wonderful about each of us!

How Can I Keep From Singing?

“How Can I Keep From Singing” holds a very special place in the hearts of the 35
men who gathered at the first rehearsal of the brand-new BGMC.That rehearsal
began at 7 PM on September 11,2001.At the end of that brutal and bewildering
day, this lovely hymn centered and restored us.

The publisher’s attribution of this song as a “Quaker hymn”is in dispute, as
various sources claim that it was composed in 1860 by Baptist minister Robert
Wadsworth Lowry, who wrote about 500 other hymns, including “Shall We Gather
at the River”

continued on page 44

The spontaneous app!auseand{ ‘standmg ovatxon fo *Fathe -

(716) 834 4755

JEWELRY?

1588 Hertel Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14216

JEWELER - GRADUATE GEMOLOG!ST

Joseph and Noreen Korona
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WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
724 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14209
716-884-9437
www.westminster-bflo.org

A More Light Church
All Are Welcome
Worship Services:

Sunday 8:30 AM and | |AM
Education Hour: 9:30AM

Vilardo Printing

326 Connecticut Street
Buffalo, NY 14213
(716) 884-2892

ROBIN JOHNSON
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continued from page 42

Dirait-on

Of the last song in his cycle of five songs, Les Chansons des Roses, the composer
writes:“Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926) wrote nearly 400 poems in French. His
poems on roses struck me as especially charming, filled with gorgeous lyricism,
deftly crafted and elegant in their imagery. Dirait-on is set as a tuneful folksong
that weaves together two melodic ideas first heard in fragmentary form in
preceding movements of my choral cycle”

La Vergine degli Angeli

La Forza del destino was written for the Bolshoi Theater in St. Petersberg, where it
premiered in 1862. Its libretto was the last of the nine that Piave wrote for Verdi.
At the end of the third act of the opera the fugitive heroine Leonora, disguised

as a monk, kneels in prayer before the altar of a monastery church and receives
communion. Her voice soars over those of the monks.

Our Love is Soaring Across the Land

A child of politically active parents, Holly Near is a unique combination of
entertainer, teacher and activist. Her career as a singer has been defined by an
unwillingness to separate her passion for music from her passion for human
dignity.“Our Love is Soaring across the Land” is one of nearly 500 songs she co-
wrote with composer Jeff Langley. It has been sung by gay and lesbian choruses
around the world since its composition in 1994.

Cantique de Jean Racine

The Cantique is a setting of words by the 17th century dramatist and poet Jean
Racine. It was Fauré’s first significant composition, written in 1865 while he was
in his final year at the Ecole Niedermeyer, the ‘fcole de musique religicuse et
classique’. He submitted the piece for the composition prize, and won, though

it remained unpublished for eleven years. Fauré went on to write a good deal of
religious music - most notably the Requiem, written in 1888 - but of the shorter
sacred pieces it is the Cantique that has particularly captured the affections of
choirs and audiences.

Non Nobis Domine

Patrick Doyle’s stirring anthem was composed for the soundtrack of Kenneth
Branagh's 1989 film Henry V, where it is heard during the now-famous climactic
scene where King Henry, in the aftermath of the Battle of Agincourt, makes his
way across the dead-strewn battlefield in a stunning, four-minute tracking shot.

ElYivneh Hagalil

Julius Chajes (1910-1985) was born in Lvov, Poland. He served as head of the
piano department at the Music College inTel Aviv and came to the United States
in 1937.1n 1940, he became the conductor of the Center Symphony Orchestra in
Detroit and was appointed to the faculty of Wayne State University in 1950.This
energetic piece, written in 1945 as excitement grew in advance of the opening
of the State of Israel, suggests a spirit of hard work, cooperation and growth.
Michael Chikinda, a member of the BGMC in 2003, recast this popular picce for
performance by our chorus.

continued on page 46

I'm very proud of my oamcxoatlonas ya member of the first.
Board of Directors that brought thls wonderful chorus to fbuffalo .
As thmk about the_se last ﬁve years lthmk of th 'fnends th

Beat” with HAND MOTIONS no. less as well as. French Italian,
Latin, opera and gospel. Thank you. for the mus:c as the song :
goes, Barbara. Wouldn't it be amazmg if we could celebrate our |
tenth year together? B

Russ Link ~ Bass 11

| Still your hody...quiet your mind.
Reconnect to the music within.
Massage Theranv hy Paul
Touching your body..
reacnmg vuur smm

The Eimwood Village
Association

congratulates the
BGMC on their

Fifth Year Anniversary! | ZUERSTICCACE 80 g TR ICEET
WWW.MASSAGETHERAPYBYPAUL.COM
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continued from page 44

The Last Words of David

The Boston Symphony Orchestra commissioned “The Last Words of David” in
1949 in honor of the 25th anniversary of its director, Serge Koussevitzky. Randall
Thompson, professor of music at Harvard University and a teacher of the young
Leonard Bernstein, drew his text for this soaring work from II Samuel 23:34 in the
King James version. The words “Alleluia ...Amen” are not part of the scripture.

From the Adamic Songs

Acclaimed Western New York composer, teacher and organist Roland E. Martin
set six poems from Leaves of Grass for the BGMC in 2004. He writes: “It was
an overwhelming pleasure for me to set these wonderful poems. They are filled
with moments of great tenderness, intimacy, longing, lust, joy and more. Many
composers have set Whitman’s poetry. His ‘love poetry, perhaps because of its
abundance of masculine pronouns, has only seldom been set to music. This is
probably the first musical setting of most of these poems.”

One More Walk Around the Garden

Despite words by Lerner (Brigadoon, My Fair Lady, Camelot) and music by

Lane (Finian’s Rainbow), the artistic forces who had teamed up to create On

a Clear Day You Can See Forever (Grammy for best original cast album), the
1979 musical Carmelina did not fare well on Broadway. Based on the 1968 film
Buona Sera, Mrs. Campbell and nominated for a Best Original Score Tony, the cast
included Georgia Brown and Paul Sorvino.

The lovely trio “One More Walk around the Garden”is sung by three WW 11
veterans, any of whom might have fathered Mrs. Campbell’s daughter, who is now
17 years old.

Nessun Dorma

Puccini’s final opera, Turandot, is saturated with exotic characters and colorful
harmonies.They tell the tale of the handsome Prince Calaf, who is given the
chance to spare his life from a death sentence placed on him by the cold-hearted
Princess Turandot - if he can correctly answer three riddles.Act 3 opens in gloom
of night, with shadowy voices promulgating the death sentence. With a key
change to a bright, strong major mode, the Prince vows to find the answers, save
his life - and win the hand of the Princess.

Our arrangement jumps to the final pages of the opera as all celebrate the power
of light and love.

Naked in the Leaves

While there are many songs that celebrate the joys of conventional married life,
there are few songs that capture the joy and tenderness experienced by gay men
blessed with the stability of long-term relationships. Robert Seeley, the longtime
composer-in-residence of the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus, has set this tender,
slow waltz to extraordinarily perceptive words by Robert Espindola, who is
himself an educator and strong advocate for teenagers living with HIV/AIDS.

TAin’t Afraid
Holly Near released “T Ain’t Afraid” on her album, Edge in 2000. Five gay and
lesbian choruses sang this stirring, in-your-face anthem at the 2004 GALA Festival

in Montreal. We. heard Steven Mﬂloy hxmself chrecnng hxs cho us VocalPoint The .

of the Insmute for Humamst Studxcs based mAlbanv

Seasons of Love
The Rent phenomcnon captured the unagxmuon of theatergoers in 1 996 A
modern retelling of the story made familiar to opera lovers from Puccini’s La
Bohbeme, Rent covers the year in the life of persons hvmg thh AIDS, and theu'
friends and lovers among the New York crowd of strugglmg arti s‘and actors

Jonathan Larson, the creator of Rent tells us in this song to make thc most of umek‘ '

and love, despite burned bmdges and urmmely death Larson dled or an aortxc
aneurism two weeks before. the show’s opening. - ~ ‘

Today

This lovely b'\lhd was first sung by I‘he Ncw Chl’lSth \/Imstrels in thc more- or less: :
forgettable 1964 Civil War comedy,“Advance to the Rear” Composer Sparks wasa

member of The New Chrxstxe Mmstrels at the tlme as was the late John Denver

Nkosi Sxkelel’ rAfnca

“Nkosi Sikelel” iAfrika” was composed in 1897 by-Enoch Sontonga, a teacher at

a Methodist mission school in Johannesburg. For decades the song has been
regarded as the national anthem of South Africa by the oppressed. It was always
sung as an act of defiance against the apartheid regime:There are no standard
versions or translations of “Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika”so the words vary from place to
place and from occasion to occasion. )
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Drama! Drama! Drama!
The BGMC performs
“Drama Queen” in concert.
June 2004
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WWWHATEVER

“NOT an Antique Shop” 716-864-6205
262 Bryant @ Elmwood, Buffalo, NY 14222

— OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! —
The most ECLECTIC shop on the Avenue, now in our 5th year.

AtWWWHATEVER you will discover the DECORATIVE, the PRACTICAL
{ and most inferesting of alt )..... the IMPRACTICALI

WE spaclalize in DESIGNER KAST-OFFS, FUNKY PLASTIC JEWELRY, GLITTERY ADORNMENTS,

RETRO 50'S, 608, 70'S,
EUROPEAN and AMERICAN POTTERY and PORCELAIN, ART PRINTS, KITSCH ITEMS,
OBJECT d'ART from your Mom's LIVING ROOM, DINING ROOM and KITCHEN,

BUY - SELL - DIGITAL COLLECTION CD SERVICES

rronds of BGMC get 15% OFF trom BMe members Nelson & od

\When the BGMC first
performed “Our Love is

Soaring Across the Land” at M TC T " f’, -
our Spring 2003 concetrt, | LUISI’ L
found a song that ‘spoke’ to MRAN HHE

me and helped me feel at

Yo i 370 & Indmdua-l a-nd
iyself &8aGay ian. “The” Relationship Counsehng

message of this song truly New York State Certxﬁed ,
empowered me. | still get Shd"‘S gle o
goose bumps every time | ‘ ' :

hear the introduction! $31 Linwood Avenue

7x6—88x—587o

Rob Donner - Tenor I

Buffalo, New York 14209 .

GREENEARTH we g/ ' | 5

C L EANING

ALTERAT!ONS LEATHERAND SUEDECL /—\N G :

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

2375 ELMWOOD AVENUE KENMORE
PHONE 716-873- 2952 :
VVVV\NCOLV!NCLEANERS COM

The Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus has been an important part of my
life since the day | arrived for my first rehearsal. My first rehearsal
in February 2002 was about 2 months after my father died after
suffering from a long bout with cancer. | needed something to

help fill my life agam The friends | have made in the chorus have
helped

remembered how much the chorus helped me feel alive again.

To the men of the BGMC, Barbara Wagner, Debi Overton and all
volunteers, | wish to express the deepest gratitude to all of you.
You are the best family anyone could ever have. Thank you!

Dan Folwell — Bass I
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We were rehearsing for one of our concerts and Barbara had to leave to find
some musicin her office. She needed some
and ask

gether, Howwe Jis ch-other-to,make:m
f the faces in front of me how committed we all are
to each other, to the music and to Barbara. | cannot imagine life without being
able to sing with you all. | love the BGMC.

Flip Taporco - Tenor II

‘Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc. takes great pride in being the

 recording company of choice for the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. Be it
in our state of the art studio in Clarence, or on location in your venue,
Mark Recording will make you and your ensemble, sound great!

We also offer cgngp!ete' packages for recording and CD production for
' as many as a million units and as small as one. Our facilities include

complete art design, copyright free music, legal transfers from records
to CD, DVD duplication and more!ll ,

Write or call us today and begin your journey to success.

44’1&11( Custom Recording Service, Inc. * 10815 Bodine Road ¢ Clarence, NY
' 716.759.2600 » www.markcustom.com

Laudate Pueri

Pratise the Lord, all ye children, pfaise t’benqm,e'of the Lordi . ;  2 :  : :
Blessed be the name of the Lord from benceforth now and forever.

Dirait-on S ci

Abandon surrounding abandon, ,

Tenderness touching tenderness.... . 3 e
Your oneness endlessly caresses itself, so they say;

Self-caressing

Through its own clear reflection. )
Thus you invent the theme of Narcissus fulfilled. .

LaVergine degli Angeli ,

May Our Lady of the Angels shield you beneath Her mantle, and maj/

the Holy Angel of God keep vigil to protect you.

Cantique de Jean Racine

Word of God the most bigh, our sole hope,
eternal day of the earth and beavens

as we break the silence of the peaceful night
divine saviour, look down upon us.

Imbue us with the fire of thy great mercy

so that bell itself will flee at the sound of your voice
disperse the sleep which leads our languishing souls
to stray from the path of righteousness.

O Christ show your favour to your faithful people

who bave come together to worship you

receive the praises that they offer up to your immortal glory
and may they come back laden with the gift of your grace.
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Non Nobis Domine
Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to Your Name give glory. - Psalm 115

El'Yivneh Hagalil
The Lord will build Galilee. Blessed be He who will build Galilee.

The Last Words of David

He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.And
be shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even

a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the
earth by clear shining after rain. Alleluia, amen.

Nessun Dorma

No one sleeps, no one sleeps...even you, o Princess, in your cold room,
Watch the stars that tremble with love and with hope.

But my secret is bidden within me; My name no one shall Rnow, no, no,
On your mouth I will speak it when the light shines, and my kiss will
dissolve the silence that makes you mine.

No one will know bis name and we all must, alas, die.

Vanish, o night! Set, stars! At daybreak, I shall conquer/

Love! O sun! Life! Eternity! Light of the world and love! We celebrate
our bhappiness in the infinite sun! Glory to you! Glory!

Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrica

God bless and preserve Africa. Let ber glory be beld on bigh. Please listen to
our prayers; God bless her children.

Spirit, please come down,; God bless and protect us.

Holy Spirit, please come down, Bless us, we ber children.

God protect our nation; Please bring an end to war and suffering

Protect us, protect our nation, Africa.

Amen, so be it forever and ever:

Mens s

59 Allen Street ||

Buffalo, NY 14202
883-18‘80
Fax 716-332-0319
www.cafeb59.com

Monday- Friday
8:00 AM—7:00 PM
Saturday
10:00AM—5:00 PM
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Congratulations!
from '

1850 SESQUICENTENNIAL 2000

| In the community!

3 =

\ mmumamnu '

Parents, Families and Fnends '
of Lesbians and Gays
www.pflag-buffalo-niagara.org:
Pride Buffalo Inc. D g
www.pridebuffalo.or
P ¢ PRIDE

BUFFALO

18 Trinity Pl
852-7743

@ . 00® l
ICENTER OF WNY

www.pridecenterwny.org

Men of Color Health
Awareness Project

531 Virginia St. - 852-1142

www.mochaproject.org

wwn.wayaaywiy.com




hous the tises

Incorporated in 2001, The Buffalo Gay Men’s
Chorus (BGMC) performs a rich catalog of classical,

The Bifflo Gay Mens Chans - contemporary, Broadway, pop and multi-cultural ; . . = - @ :
o music. The repertoire is as diverse as the 75 men who Acr OPOIIS FMﬂy o MembeI‘ShIPm the o
are singing with pride as members of the BGMC. Restaurant BGMCis 'Qpe'ﬁ',to any :
The BGMC has been honored by the Empire State Pride Agenda with a Buffalo, NY 14227 fnan who P?«SSCS”S« . ‘ ,
Community Service Award. This award was in recognition of efforts to 716-886-2977 SH’ﬂplC&Udlt}OH a.nd R

raise awareness and to enlighten our region through song.To that end,
the BGMC has performed in a variety of venues throughout Western
New York and Ontario for many community events. Additionally, the
BGMC has traveled to Montreal to participate in the seventh annual
GALA Festival, an international gathering of gay and lesbian choruses.
Recently the BGMC won the Artvoice Best of Buffalo 2006 Award for
‘Best Vocalist.

eecererecrensetsenssetsetneebrstesonasesvanesene|

- whoiswilling to
Present this ad fora
discount of $3 off $15
Valid Mon. thru Thurs.
Exp. 02/28/07

commit to weekly
rehearsals, an active i
performance schedule,
paying semi-annual

dues and wants to
have fun making

beautiful music.

While maintaining a strong presence within the gay community,
The BGMC also has been privileged to perform with the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra at Kleinhans Music Hall on two occasions,

Music for
and has done benefits for the Amherst Unitarian Universalist Church

Everyone...

music program; Blessed Trinity Rorgan szQ1olic Church’s restoration;_ o Auditions are held
the annual World AIDS Day Memorial Service; and, the AIDS Community '
Services fundraiser Cause for Celebration. Additionally, BGMC Lifetime tbroughOUt the year.

performed for the arrival of The Amistad; participated in “Gusto at the

For more information,
Gallery” at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery; sang at the Ars Nova Musicians

“Viva Vivaldi” Concert; sang at Fredonia College for their diversity and 13125 Ages 6 call Artistic Director

multicultural groups; and, at the Nichols School for Diversity Week. Of Move Months - Barbara Wagner at

course, our four major concerts annually bring our work to thousands Listen 86 Ycars & 6 68 11 2 4

of avid listeners. . Improvise Beyond - .
Compose ' :

The BGMC is a membership association dedicated to producing N

high quality vocal music in the rich tradition of men’s choral singing. i ' +,  Community

Through song, the Chorus endeavors to entertain and enlighten, create i 5 j 44 Music School

harmony and celebrate personal and community pride. Ly 415 Elmwood Avenue
LL'C 183;“3;;, NY 14222 ) . b La
ﬂ co;;uiitymusicbuffalo.org SUZgU?g W[t P/’ €

East Aurora®Getzville®Lackawanna
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Barbara Wagner, the charter Artistic Director of
the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus, has served as Minister
of Music at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Buffalo (UUCB) since 1962 and was Director of
Vocal Activities at Nichols School for more than 24
years.

The Choir at the UUCB, in addition to its Sunday
morning responsibilities, enjoyed two highly
acclaimed European tours: the first to Germany,Austria and the Czech
Republic and the second to Ireland, Wales, England and Scotland.The
Choir under Ms. Wagner’s direction has recorded for American Public
Radio, performed locally with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra
(BPO),Amherst Saxophone Quartet and the Ars Nova Musicians. Ms.
Wagner was the conductor for the Peace Odyssey Concert Tour of
Hungary and the former Soviet Union. Choral singers from all over the
US participated in this tour.

She ran a choral program at Nichols High School that involved

more than 100 young singers, including a Concert Chorus, Women'’s
Ensemble, Men’s Ensemble and a Mixed Chamber Group. She was also
guest conductor for the City of Good Neighbors Chorale, Buffalo’s Gay
& Lesbian chorus in the mid 1980s.

Ms. Wagner earned a BFA Degree from the State University of New York
at Buffalo, where she studied organ with Squire Haskin, and completed
graduate work at Westminster Choir College. Her advanced studies
include organ study with Karl Richter at the Munich Conservatory and
conducting with Raymond Harvey, formerly Assistant Conductor of the
BPO and presently Music Director of the Kalamazoo Symphony.

She is a member of the American Choral Director’s Association, the
Erie County Music Educators Association, MENC, Unitarian Universalist
Musicians Network (founding member, former vice president and
board member) NYSSMA, the American Guild of Organists (sub-dean
and program chair for the Buffalo Chapter), and the Chromatic Club of
Buffalo. She was Chair of the New Hymns Task Force of the Unitarian
Universalist Association, which recently completed Singing the
Journey,a brand new supplement to Singing the Living Tradition, the
hymnbook for the denomination. Ms. Wagner also served on the
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Executive Director
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Commission for “Singing the Living Tradition” which worked for 7 years
compiling and researching that book, which went to press in 1993,

Ms. Wagner is the recipient of the Buffalo Philharmonic/Erie County
Music Educators Award for Excellence in Choral Music in 2002, and is
included in the 2004 of Who’s Who in American Women. She is slated
to be included in the upcoming 25th anniversary edition of Who’s Who
in America. She and the chorus were featured in Abowut magazine’s June,
2006 edition.

A native of North Carolina, Debi Overton
(Accompanist,) has held positions as coach/
accompanist at the University of Texas at Austin, and
served as director of the Chamber Music Program at
The New School of Music in Philadelphia. For many
years, she was active at the Summer Music Festival
in Aspen, Colorado.As the coach/accompanist for
the choral department in Aspen, she served as
assistant to noted conductor Fiora Contino. She

has assisted in preparing choruses and soloists for such conductors as
Tamara Brooks, John Nelson, Robert Shaw and Sergei Commissiona.
Additionally, she has coached with coach/accompanists David Garvey,
John Wustman, Brooks Smith and Dalton Baldwin and the local master,
Livingston Gearhart.

Ms. Overton has accompanied Master classes for Luciano Pavarotti,
Phyllis Curtin, Jessye Norman, Leontyne Price and Sylvia McNair.

She has accompanied the regional Metropolitan Opera auditions

in Greensboro, NC, Philadelphia, PA,Atlanta, GA and New York City.
Considered by her peers to be one of the finest sight readers in the
country, she offers nuances and subtle interpretations of music that
have been enjoyed and applauded by thousands of listeners throughout
the United States. Trained as a concert pianist, she has toured in Europe
but prefers the roots, both spiritual and local, offered by a career as a
church musician.

In addition to her duties as Organist and Choir Master at Calvary
Episcopal Church in Williamsville, Ms. Overton is a past chair of the
Music Commission of the WNY Episcopal Diocese, has been a member
of the Board of Directors for the American Guild of Organists and is
active in Western New York teaching, accompanying and performing
with singers and instrumentalists.
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~ ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Masazumi Chaya
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“Their unparalieled athlieticism is evident BVBI’VWhEI‘E 2
the men mix flexibility with speed,
the women are unhelievably sieek.”

-San Jose Mercury Naws

2 SHOWS ONLY! FEB. 13&14
SHEA’S BUFFALO THEATRE

Call ticketmaster at 852-5000, go to

www.ticketmaster.com or visit
Shea’s Ticlet Office 650 Main Street

DWANA ADIARA SHMALLWOOD. PHOTD BY AMDREW ECCLES.
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o Improve the Function of Your
Spine & Nervous System

o > Make Spinal Adjustments a
Part of Your Family’s
Wellness Lifestyle
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Stonewall Democrats of WNY
PO Box 857
Buffalo NY 14205

The GLBT Democratlc Vo:ce m WNY#[ .

www. stonewalldemocratswny com

KayPatterson

Licensed MentalﬁH‘efaltﬁh Counselor

Counseliyn!gk for Change

5820 Main Street; Sunte 203, Williamsville, NY 14221
Phone: (716) 838-1236  Cell: {716) 583-4902

“How Can | Keep from Singing?” This simple Quaker song:asked a question
that burned in my heart each time | attended a BGMC performance. -Each -
time | heard the group perform my desire to join intensified. My right braln
emphatically said “Do it!” while my left brain screamed “Are you out of your
mind? You don't have the time!”

began on the fourth beat | felt indescribable warmth fill my chest. The hairs the
back of my neck stood on end. By the time the chorus entered at measure 13,
tears began to flow as wave after wave of beautiful music washed over me. |
couldn’t stop “leaking” until after the applause had ended. | had never been so
profoundly moved by a performance.

“How Can | Keep from Singing?” Simply stated... | can't! | am proud and
blessed to be a member of the BGMC family,

David Mathewson — Bass 11
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62 Allen Street °» 883-4166
www. fiddleheads.us
Dinners Served Nightly « Tuesday - Saturday
5pm - 10pm

Reservations Recommended

@/,114 KEvIN L. GiBsoN

Certified Public Accountant

| TN | rone: (16)471-9266
Phone (716) 822-7740 220 Orchard Park Road , BTG Voice Mail: (716) 743-6675

Fax (716) 822-5878 West Seneca, NY 14224 - s mereec (@8] Online:  www.MattQ.net

Accurate pricing, s"frkOng,fHom;eﬁnder ads,
advanced internet presence, full database of
buyer inquires and flexible commission rates!

'CHRIS LAVEY

There have been so many moments with the BGMC that have
been incredible. Singing in Montreal for “5,000” people (the
number increases every time | tell the story!) or greeting the anti-
gay protesters in our tuxes and singing “Standing on the Side

of Love” on the altar of a Catholic church were experiences that

have

~ NEED TO BUY A HOUSE?
: Call me today! .

HUNT

Since 1911

o

when she ng and wiping
away tears through the whole song, and | was singing it right

to her. She was there, as she always is, supporting her gay son
and it was so powerful to be able to give her this amazing gift in
return. Listening to her favorite (and only) gay son singing with the
chorus her favorite aria with this amazing orchestra on the same
stage she sang on 40 years ago. It is the truest meaning of the
word serendipity. Thank you BGMC from me and my mom.

Shaun Doyle Jr. - Tenor I

Chris Lavey

buyer’s agent

. ~ Hunt ERA
ph: (716 ) 480-9507




Years after | had served in the Peace Corps in Ethiopia, | first ‘heard
“Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika,” sung by a Unitarian Universalist choir. | was
moved by the marvelous sound. When | retired and served in the
Peace Corps a second time in Namibia, my students there could
sing this song from memory with power and convnctxon that | had

“Bless, O God, our country, Afiica, so that she may awaken from

her sleep. Fill her horn with plenty, guide her feet Bless our mother

Africa. Spirit descend. Spirit divine.”

John Rex - Tenor I

: many in the chorusw1ll

creating harmony with

greatest triumphs, | am‘h:umbled by the authentlc togethemess of .

this group.of snngers Our voxces truly do win freedo
many levels. This is why | celebrate the BGMC and every hmg |t
means to each and every one of us, each and every day

Lorne Gretsinger — Bass II -

enriching our community
At Wegmans, we strive to make a
difference in every community we
serve. One of the ways we demonstrate

our commitment to the community is by
supporting the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus.

Ulegmoans
helping you make great meals easy

visit us online at wegmans.com
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NY Style Sandwiches

Homemade Soups, Salads & Desserts

We Also Have Catering:
> Deli & Dessert Trays

> Hot & Cold Hors > Assorted Cheesecakes

Caterirng f5orm Bagels to Barnguets!

** 1298 Hertel Ave ** ** 447-2990 **

> Luncheon & Dinner Buffets

SERVING OUR COMMUNII, WITH PRIDE

| remember when | first joined the chorus. Everyone was so
nd:there was a true sense of famil 2

Scott Glasser — Bass I

A a Full Servnce Law
Our Practlces Areas Include

A Personal Injury & Auto Accident

7\ W1115 Estates & Probate |

4 Criminal Defense & DWI :
4 Adoption & Family Law 4. Elder Law -
o Real Estate & Bu51ne k

Transacuons

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
BUFFALO GAY MEN’S CHORUS
ON YOUR SIXTH YEAR.

DOMINIC J. BONIFACIO, JR.

NIAGARA DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER
CITY OF BUFFALO

An Inclusive Community
of Faith and Compassion

St. John's-Grace Episcopal Church
61 Colonial Circle (Richmond at Lafayette)
885-1112 www.stjohnsgrace.com
Rev. Philip W. Dougharty, Rector
David K. Mathewson, Organist/Choirmaster
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As a member of the BGMC,

| am able to continue my
interest in choral singing

that began as a high school
student It is an honor to

=88 Yr’ﬁr\ 2

in
thé“camaraden of’the Other
men of the chorus. | look
forward to future memorable
events for the chorus such as
our concert at Blessed Trinity
Roman Catholic Church and
our concerts with the Buffalo
Phitharmonic Orchestra.

Mark Peszko — Tenor II
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Opening doors and hearts to people living with AIDS.

If you or a loved one would like more information,
please call Barbara Donohue at 834-4940.

Successor to
W.L. Sparks

& =
GRAF LAND SURVEYORS

ESTABLISHED 1958

Albert £. Graf, PL.S.
James A. Graf, P.L.S.
Adam Hughes, Technician

163 Robinson Street:
N. Tonawanda, NY 14120

Sundays: 830 AM|1030AM |7 PM

comer of Bird Ave.

*PIZZA - WINGS - TACOS

HOURS: - SUBS * FINGERS -SALADS
Open 7 Days a Week! and more ...
Sunday-Thursday - o
10am-12am Pick Up or

Friday & Saturday Delivery ...
10em-Tam 7 Days W’tthouthzzaMakes One Weak.’

Jimmy Rigo — Bass I

D

1065 Eimwood Ave,

Inclusive
Challenging

TRINITY

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
— The heart of the City —

Barb tells our dear friend Can(()r David :
Goldstein good bye as he prepares for his
move to Chicago.’ August 2006

Worship Services:

371 Delaware Ave,, Buffalo, NY 14202
716-852-8314

Men's Chorus
www.trinitybuffalo.org en s

After eighteen months of organizing the fledgling BGMC, in 2001
we opened the doors of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo
for auditions. The line of men waiting to sing for Barbara extended
up the hall and down the stairs.

worked so thoughtfully on behalf of all of us!

Roger Parris — Tenor II and a founding Board member




Kathleen Bryce Niiééyf—NeW‘s & Information Director
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Family Practico

David S. Clifford, M.D., A.B.F.P.
290 Center Road
West Seneca, New York 14224

(716) 677-4159 Fax: (716) 677-4470.

Outstundmg
Performance
and Best
Supporting Actor
Premier Platinum wines are the discoveries of Premier Wme Assocxctes
judged to be among the finest in their class; Premier Gold wines are the ;

best buys. Look for the labels on select bottles at all three Premner stores.’ ‘
See the full list at wwwpremlergroup net

PRE Ml E R 'Kenmore Deiowore Ave ust south of Shendcn D
Prime Wine & Spirils_873-6688
Williamsville: Transit Rd. just south of Maple Rd
Wm W %47 Premium Wine & Spirits 565-3020

Lach siore independensly owned and operated. Orchard Park: Mklesmp & the 219 next to Torget
They are not a chain or a cooperative buying group  Prestige Wine & Spmls 825-9848

Church of the Ascension
Episcopal
Linwood Avenue at North Street
716 884-6362 www.cotab.org

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Worshiping, welcoming
sharing cod’s healing love in the city

DuBouch ot

1518 HerteL Avenue
BurraLo, NEw York 14216
(716) 834-9800

To me “Seasons of Love" is: really about remembermg and

Ron Houk - Tenor 1




Best wishes to all BGMC members from your favorite bar:

the only letter
the rest of the alphabet is Jealous of

44 Allen Saect

Buffalo, New York 14202 (716) 332-2223

Buy one drink and get the second drink on the house!!

" Bring your concert ticket stub into our bar following the concert

‘ enough to meet a natrve Buffaloman It was the summer of that

to become a part of that organlzatron Three years 15 or so

than looking onto the stage. THANK YOU MY BGMC FAMILY

Christopher Babbitt — Bass I

But merely of two simple men [ saw today on the pier in the
midst of the crowd, parting the parting of dear fiends, The
one to remain hung on the other’s neck and passionately
kiss'd him, While the one fo depart tightly pressed the one
to remain in his arms.”’

friends‘and:loved! onesi |- haves»said goodbye to,freltictaritlys The
words bring out emotions of fond memories and empty places
in my heart, and remind me of promises made to see each other
again; promises | intend on keeping.

Norm Duttweiler Jr. — Tenor I

year that | was ﬁrst rntroduced to the BGMC My new i end and l

“performances later, | still get the same chills as | dld that ﬂrst mght.
The only difference is that now I'm looking into the audrence rather

Congratulations & thanks to the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus
for helping to make Buffalo & Western New York an even more

beautiful place to live and call home,

Jim Mack
Licensed Real Estate Broker Associate
Holcberg, Ltd. Real Estate Brokerage
410 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo, NY 14222
716 743 6588 24 hr. voicemail
jmack@holcberg.com
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I ended up singing with the BGMC by happenstance. A friend, Buddie
Woodridge, brought me to a rehearsal when | was still very much in the
closet. My entire life I've always been a bit of an outcast despite my
apparent sociability. When | look back, | see myself as a young boy of
7 or 8 years who knew that he liked other boys, but was aware that his

So, | kept my thoughts and feelings to myself. | was alone. | became
best friends with a few boys in high school and for four years, for the

first time, | felt as if | truly belonged to a group. But none of them truly
knew all of me,

€ful evening when, despite my fears of going to
a place where other gay men congregated so openly, | agreed to
accompany Buddie to just watch and listen. Then | spoke with Barb for
the first time. She made me feel so welcome and that it was ok to be
gay. The most crucial moment for me was accepting Buddie’s invitation
which led me to Barb who made me feel that there was a chance to
finally be true to myself.

As | remember that moment now, | find myself crying because | never
realized until this very moment what that magnificent lady did for me.
And she doesn’t even know it. | don't think | can ever convey to her how
that simple act of warmth and love she exuded that night has changed
my life in ways | never could have imagined before. | feel that | have
grown tremendously as a gay man and have felt a certain sense of
being part of a group that | have never known.

Ray Neil — Bass I

family, friends and society around him would not find it easy to accept. -

Charles Rothe
LM\ lN-S Michael Franco

Bobby Suwala
Hair Care

For Men And Women

76 Allen Street, Buffalo, N.Y. 14202
(716) 884-0161
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Saturday, March 24,2007
Road Trip to Jamestown .
A benefit concert for AIDS Community Services .
Jamestown Community College

Saturday,April 28, 2007 ; e
ThC BGMC guys put “fun” back into fund-mlsmg .

Friday, June 15,2007
Concert - “Colors of our Lives” » 8:00 pm
Unitarian Universalist Church n =
695 Elmwood Avenue, corner of West Ferry, Buffalo, NY 14222

Saturday, June 16, 2007
Concert -“Colors of our Lives” » 8:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201
across from Kleinhans Music Hall

July 12-July 20,2008 « GALA Festival VIII Miami, Florida

%/gémc and a %y

Save the date, Saturday, April 28, 2007

Mike Liska, vice president and chairperson of the spring 2007 BGMC
fundraiser, announces a major event to both delight and entertain the
WNY community.

Many BGMC members will invite guests into their homes for a special
dinner filled with friends, family,and fun. A minimum tax deductible
donation will benefit the operations of the chorus.

After dinner, members and their guests will gather at the Unitarian
Universalist Church, 695 Elmwood Avenue at West Ferry Street, for a
special event. Come see, and hear the inner workings of the chorus by
witnessing a virtual rehearsal under the direction Barbara Wagner.

This program will be the first of its kind available to the general public
and promises to be the premier gala to propel us into our June concerts
and beyond. A reception of fabulous desserts will follow in the Parish
Hall.

Call the chorus phone at 883-1277 for more information or visit us at
www.buffalogaymenschorus.com.
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g/&da/ Thantks

Our Friday Host Reverend Joel Miller
Our Saturday Hosts Reverend Thomas Yorty
& Richard W. Herr

Program Cover Artwork Jonathan Rodgers

Program Design & Layout Vilardo Printing
Program Editor Timothy H. Mahiques
Music Notes & Translation compilation Roger Parris
Photography Mike Longo

House Manager Edward N. Giannino
Tickets Linda Reznick

& Paul Cassavaugh

Ushers Buffalo Front Runners
Signing for the hearing impaired Deaf Adult Services
Singers pre-concert reception Zoe & Todd Patti

The BGMC would also like to extend a special thank you to all
the advertisers you see in tonight’s program. Please support the
advertisers who have generously supported the BGMC.

“Let me fix it! We go on in 3 minutes!” BGMC members prepare for singing
L at “Gusto at the Gallery” at the Albright Knox Art Gallery. December 2004

buffalo gc¢

doors open at 7 « concert at 8

friday june 15 saturday june 16
unitarian universalist  first presbyterian church

church of buffalo 1 symphony circle
695 elmwood (at w. ferry) inferpreted for the hearing impaired

adults *18 ¢ students, seniors & disabled $16

OCC.OmpOHIST The Blffalo @ay Men’s Chorus
debi overton




THE LAW OFFICE OF
WILLIAM D. ScoTT LLD

For more than 35 years, Mr. Scott has
assisted clients who suffer as a result of
hospital/physician errors. He helps clients only
on an individual basis: one on one. Mr. Scott
handles your entire case and never refers to
another lawyer once he has been retained.

Inquiries as to whether he may be able to help
you are always welcome without obligation. In
any event, all cases accepted are handled on
a contingent fee basis, with no fee charged
unless the case is resolved successfully.

In the event that you need legal advice, please
contact our offices at (716) 854-8850. You may
also schedule a consultation at no charge.

The Law Offices of WILLIAM D. SCOTT, LLD
410 Main Street | Buffalo, NY 14202
716-854-8850 | www.wdslaw.com
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