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NEW YORK STATE NURSES ASSOCIATION

REFORT TO THE BOARD‘OF DIRECTORS
BOARD TTEE TO STUDY THE ROLE OF THE ADVI SORY

January 21-22;, 1988

The Board Committee to Study the Rele of ths Advisory
on Januaxy 5, 1988. Four Committee members ware presen
Board: Dorothy Williams, who acted as chailr in the abse

San dra Mazzie, ‘and Patricia Bishop Barry; for the ‘Advisory
Ingrid Pearson and Diana Mason).

DISCUSSION OF FOLE OF THE ADVIaOR{ COUNCIL

The Committee discussed these aspects of the prese nt and
potential functioning of the Advisory Council:

e

A, Advisory Council representatives’' desire for and bel
in the appropriateness of & participatory role i "
activities that 15 more defined than is the pres
Advisory Council role as it is set forth in
Bylaws:
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AGvisory Council representatives on
reiterated the position that defin
of the Council's purposes and func
positive effect on advancement of
and DNAs and on the wviability of DNA
has been expressed by Council members
of the Council's role at Advisory Coun
during the past year. Council member
particular interest in definition arnd
Council's purposes and functions as t;
appropriately to advising the NYSNA Beca
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Council composition cn its
the organizational struciure
the Council’s role lends

Unlike NYSNA organizaticnal units, winlch are comprised
=% NYSNA members elected by membership or apQOthmi by
the mwmberanap-elwcted Board, the Advisory Council is
comprised of the leadership of separately incorporated
rganizations, elected by the memberships of. those
rganizations or, in the cases of DNA executive
daﬁectcrs, appointed by their elected boards. NYSMNA
ar_anlzatlmnal unit members are obllged to represent the
general interests of NYSHRA, the profession: and the
public and the specific interests of segments of
members. - Advisory Council members are obliged to repre-
sent the general interests of NYSNA (by NYSNA Bylaws),
the general interests of the professicen and the public
{by circumstance on which NYSNA has nc effect: by common
provisions of DNAs' bylaws and/or articles of incorpora-
nl and the interests of the memberships of their
crete crganizations.

The Committes considered the implications for the
MmunCLl‘s role and participation in membership-£funded
YSHA activities of 'these ccnditicns: Advisory Council
mempers are not necessarily NYSNA members; and Advisory
Council representatives who are elected DNA leadership
cannct sSe reguired by NYSNA to be NYSNA members.
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the Association's purposes.

Board Committee to Study the Role
of the Advisory Council
Patricia Bishop Barry
Mary Finnick
M?rlam Gonzalez" (Board alternatsa)
Diana Mason (Advisory Council als
Sandra Mazzie
Ingrid Pearson
Dorothy M. Williams (acting Ok
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;9 88 specifies thét cne re prmsen;a ive
| be reimbursed for travel expenses. {Som:
ciher expenses incurred in attending the September two-
a

times yearly ] e day meeting are rei mbursable )ALl other ehpmnse r

ory - Council will meet four : ;
the NYSNA Board cf Directors' meetings ' : Lhe responsibil
ly scheduled in January, March, May ang _ :

The Board of Directors will provide the i : -
ry Council with the first drafrc of Board - 24 OTHER

g agenda as . .soon as those agenda are ERE . S :
ble. i It is uanderstcod that the Council serves in an. ad";sc*“g

. acity £o tha NYSNA President and. Board of D**ec;ars.‘_
' ' Ll does not act in a policy- DClSl"n WQﬂlng
the Association or for the DNAS.
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Meetings in January, March and May will be one-day
meetings. The September meeting will bn two days
in length, the first day of which will comprise an
crientation for newly elected DNA rcpr&scnta'ives
tothe Advisory Council,

obligaticon of constltuenr DNAs‘tc rcacond‘
fash;cn to requests of the Preszdent Board o
rs and ”o“zng Body for DNA contrlbution pla ana.
ment in Association affairs.
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recommended by the Advisory Council, |
natnr s term of appointment will be one
duration (Fhe Toordinator.may be
reappeinted if reappointment is desirable to. the
~¢a;j&”wxp Council and the individual) 7]
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NYENA Preside: nd the Council in the following
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THE NEW YORK STATE NURSES ATTON

GUIDELINES FOR STRUITURE, INCTION AND OPERATION
OF THE RBVISORE COUNCIL

COMPOSITION

The Bylaws of NI ‘define the membership of the
i ici 1

Section

Advisory Counc 3
The Advisory Council shall be constituted of (a)
the president or an al*ernate and the executive
directer of this association and (b) the president
or an alternate of each constituent district nurses
association and {z) the executive director of each
constituent districht nurses association (where such
axecutive dlrEthrs are appointed).

It may be within the scope of authority of NYSHA bylaws
to require that advisory Council representatives, per
se, be NYSNA members. NY3NA bylaws do not currently
make this reguirement. It would not be within the
scope of authority of NYSNA by rlaws to require that the
bylaws of constituent district nurses associations
{which are separately 1ncorporatad organizations) stipu-
late that DNA presidents, per se, be membars of NYSNA.
NYSNA stronalg recommends that all representatives to
the Advisory Council maintain membership in NYSNA, to
ensure a strong and unconstrained working relationship
between NYSNA and the Advisory Council. These
guidelines provide for the appointment of an Advisory
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PURPOSE

The Bylaws of NYSNA

Adviscry Councii in

The purpose of
consider and
assoclaticn.

It is reﬂognized that this purpcse encompasses the
interests of the whole Assocliaticn, inclusive of
district nurses assoclations and individual members.
However, in no instance will any matter intrinsic to the
functions of the Ec oncﬂzc and General Welfare Program be
entertained by the Advisory Cocuncil.

FUNCTIONS

The Bylaws of NYSNA do not specify ti fun#t*one of the
Advisory Council. Therefore, the wing functiocns
have been derived £from the stated r : the
Council:

A, o serve as consultant toc the Board of Directors in
defining, communicating and interpreting the
district nurses asscciation viewpoint on nursing,
health care and organizational issues;

tc consider issues referred by the Board of
Directors or the Voting Body to district nurses
associations and/or to the Advisory Council and %o
advise the NYSNA President and Board of Directors
on those issues;

to identify issues of DNA concern;

tc provide the opportunity for act
entire organization to be shared -
NYSNA and DNAs, and among DNAs;

to identify mechanisms for strengthening:
relationship between NYSNA and DNA3; comm
petween NYSNA and DNAs; and the functioni

NYSNA and DNAs in collaborative efforts.
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