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Address Com,spondence 
To. 

Buffalo Belks 
P.O. Box 1701 

Amherst, N. Y. 14226-170 l 

HOTLINE: (716) 446-2661 SISTERS IN CHARGE: 
JEAN H. 

CA1'!1LLE H . 
PAIT! J. 

KATHY LORRAINE :=============!!!=~~~~~~== 
Hi, gfrlfriends ! 

This is going to be quick and shoi1.. Our Iu!r meeting on the 11th found ten members 
chuJJing. discussing_. lm,ghil1g andgmeralb7 hm:i:ng a good time. Our agmda was comprised of 

a tliscussion of t.lu! up1:01nmg A .. 1!Jt.11nl Picnif:, to he h"Jtl 011 S!1ft..1rtlay, Aug1i51 lat 7:DOpm. 

Please, if you come bring a simple dish (homem.a.de o,· swre purclwsed) w pass around. Please 

no po1a1o salad, ladies. We're well covered in tha1 ca:tegory. Ifyon can't think of~ w 
bri:ng_. just bring yourself am1 mjoy the evening. Do try to get there ear!Y. }Ve also talked about 

esttihlis.h;1tg a regular "Issues Di'!C11Ssio11" at our meei!l'.gs fi>r those of us w.lw wish to 
discuss!mquire/e..'q>lore ideas, lifestyles, famiW mi.d1ers, gender issues, etc. A,zy wpic could be 

consitleretl lVe' ll get the ball rolling a1 011.Y SepurmheY meeting. 
flt- The other topic discusserl was the I.rip to Toronto. That will take place the weekend of 

Septe.JJtl>er 19-20. 1Ve'!J start our advf!!t.11ire at the Colony 1!otel in th,, do14'lt11)1,j.'J1 area. It's 
situated rigltt around the block from Ci/)· Hall and a few blocks from the Eaton Center. A great 
Ioca1ionfoy easy access to ihe mm~v siglrts and sounds of this very TGfri.endfv city. Ou, arrival 
at the hotel on Sat1.1rd4J' m.oming will give us mr.pl.e time t.o shop, if that fr your preference. Or 
there are mtil!)' ;1Jt.11Sf!JJJtt..S mtd othvr ;,m,..J see areas and sites (CJV tower, Sdf!/f.ce C!!l1.ter, 
rL..:-.....r,.'#~.i._, __ lT,THr.;....-.rr'l/1-- .1,r.,,-t";.,..,.,J\ .;,,.. .,~,.rr,11 .,~--~-1 ,~#.~ ... ~ L--.;L,, -~,,,._; ... ,IT ... un 111 .,-,;,.,,, .n-i n.:..........1..1.rH1s 
vlUI~u.s,u rTI~ .1!LC-lt..>U'5£UI£ ..1r..iu.1 rtCr~f l-U UJl~C- UJ'l-U c;;1uc-; ~a.ul- 1£ 1,ii,e,. C,.J!C,.IUl£5. rrc- J,S, ""'l-C-U-.1. -'- ifi%i/1,'C,-U, 

o:ntl then on w Toronto ni.ghilife. Sunday brunch a1 the hotel tllUl then we' l1 head home. Awl.for 
those who haven't rid themselves of the shopping bug,. a stop at the Niagara Factory Outlet Afall 
may mm up a hargail! or two. 

So think it O))er and kt me know no Later than the Belles meeting on September 5. fVe will 

need to know how mmry 11,ill be going SQ we urn make yeservatiom. A~ questions regard'mg this 
trip c@ be direrted to me or the hotline. 

1-Vell, gotta rt.£/!. Hope you're enjoying the snrttJner. See you at the picnic.(.4.ll.g1£St First-

ed.J 
Huus Camille "' , 

T .-~ 

JOV 0 . • .. r.uroLine 

1~'olleen R. 



Dear Sisters, 
Yes, it is me. Dragged off the golf course and out of 
retirement to put together a newsletter once more. Tue 
vvench dovm in. th-e print3hDp 1s given voice once 

again_ So ti) spe'ak 
,_ f I j # b .j.~--0. 'f'."1-+ .-,,, ·-11~{, One last cut and paste n-cvvs1euer, •e.lv1'"' u...,.u 11•'-' 1llL 

Camille vvil1 me·mier her aH computerized version. 

Assumin£" that \,vhen she returns home from her latest 
vacaiion7traveb, her ne·,N computer vvi11 avvaiting her 

.md actuallv vvo-rk\ A.nd be1· too. 
J 

Spe'Zlking of coorputers, I recently dun)ped my ad(h-ess 
b()ok and may have lost some of y•)li. 

(E-mail ad(ir-e2,-s-es c:,nly\). Since it has been av,;hilic 

since we bst ran the hst, novv seems like a good time 
to do it -again .. If you are 1nissing 'and v-1ish to be added, 

drop me S\)m:e a note. 
ALLYSON-ALLYSO:NN(.iffGFORUi\:LCOM 

~' 

CA1':11LLE-cami11eli.:~imailexdt.e.cam .._ .. 

DAi'l"A D.-SUZIECAB<a).aol.com . __ .,. 

JEA...~ H.- jeanl ts@}aoLcom 
:MJCRFT J E G.- \VJ G 1970@.aolcom 
KA THY L.-kathvlorri~v.aolcom ,.!- •• _ .. 

AUGUST ~f!t'ETil"l"G: Just a ~Neek avvav .. the FIRST ~· ~ . 
~,,..- 0,-,,,,n0J ~:~:., ~?-'·'•;=~ 'Ti,; .... ;,, ""''~ii .. __ .,_, .-.+' l-h., 
Vu. U1...il.!.U-a..1 flt....·lll\.., l.UCC:Lli.15 . .1ll1..:i 1:) LJ..:.:;U..a..ll)' VHC: UJ. UlC: 

fu1est meetings of the vear.(Christmas beine-the other). - -~ .., . (...) . 

The grill ·i,-vi11 be goin£ the vv·eather has ahvavs _, ,_, ~·; _, 

CO,;)t)€fai€.:t ill +t,., -~··* 1-l,., ~r--A,:,.,., .-,i,.,., i ..! i..-, -i:;,J l "" · u1c: Fa~t, uic: i:>m u~~ Qll\Ju1u vr.:: .1..u 1. 

.floral glory for picture tal:-.ing. Please think of taking 

If you want to 1-'-.no;,v something s-peciJic to brine 
along_ to yass a.rv!.ill.d, cvntact Patti. Otbet,:rise, _i.;st 
~1~lw it. 

"-' 

!1!f~'PKS1· ~-....7rs..rUArr-u~7. z-"---~ ........ ~-+.-. -,.., -..,ri-1"",... 
- -- ..... .t..!.'l.l.....1. . ..-1..1...1..t..1.. \..Jm 11c:a..t t0 f:·.} \Jut t\.1 

lVIicheile G., who recentlv lost her father. 
' ·' 

\;'t'"D'l="';i.fl}}i'D 1\ i,;i"i,'Tl:V·-, 1-i L'"fi-i ·11 t 
u..t~ .J:....J..¥.1...U .. L .. ..J..~ .1.~.!~ ..l. .:i i''\..J!": \.ftl u1f .1 · .iJ..ul; \.•1/i.U t.Je (iiJ{ 

sixth am1iversar1.-._1 •'-' 1,: .. ,., ·n.r:11.,4 - 1.,-..1 •~i ..... ;. 
L-'C: u;::;c: 1v.:..111c.1 uar.t L.c.:r-~~.u it tit]{',!! 

herself that sum~1er to get a Tri-Ess chapter goini in 
UTI\.TV C:'i-.e ha,l ~e ~ d • · I J 
..,~ ~, i . .. m - u t> .cure our meenng p1are ai,.(, sent out 
itl'litativns to th~ t1t·~-t 1,1,.pµt• 1;1-1~a r)~ 11:-.. :-~~;.: 114.::.:... T ..... '""~ ~";.} --~i-

..... ;l. .. ,..., t:;· -· ..... _. .... -v .... -_ ... ..,. Gll...:.t...,;._. Ql 

that year' 21 Bc-A.11 and illlvthr';·r set of prnsn~cfr-:"i: 
.. l 

As they say, the rest is herstory. i\.tt:ending that fu·st 
meeting in September '92 was Denise, Je~ Kellv 
Janice, Dana, and Connie Lee. , ' 

One of the things Den._i5e d~d in starting the group 
v-nis to send out a queshon.na1re ab\'.>ut vvhat the · . · 
v,;ould hke to be about, do, vvb.en, vvhere etc. 1,fa 

is time to do th.at once again. So ··,vith next m~is 

nevvsletter will be a questionnaire about vvhat you 

vvan.i. and vvhat you will do. Vie have grovvT1 quite stale 

lately. \Ve used to do many more activities fuan v,;e 

have in the last couple of years. Perhaps all you want 

is just a safo pbce to go once a mon.th and dress up. 
Not that there is anything v.;rnng v.;ith tl1at Or ha·.;e so 

n.1any of us gotten so cotnfortab1e vvith the notion. of 

going out in public, that special timc:3 ,md places arxm't 
necess'My. 

ATTEJ'WA.i~CE RECORD: Ju.st 1Ktw the heck did I 
know vvho was at that :first meeting anyways? Being 

the anal. retentive type personality, I've kept a record 

of members and meeting attendance for years. No 
computer necessary, just a sheet of notebook paper, 

pencil and ruler to make some lines, and you've got it. 
Here is a copy of the current sheet Hope it c 

OK. Find yow nsme and look acrnss and you see 
many meetings you attended in a given year. Current 
members are high1ited_'9g is ::hovvn by month. There is 
,··--· "p ~ 1,;,:,.,~-.,t ... -··· ... _.. "~·,:, 't••~~-e ,l n•h 'tl T'"U I. 
uV1 t '-'-'- <I lllvl <ll l.U_;', a;:, _yvu <ll ~ t iu:;1 U 'IV .(:: l J'-' fila.l{e 

your debut The last tvvo colunms are total and place. 
C'4-~ -, ;.t,;- .... , !,~ ... , T.,~= ; ... ~ ~+ j • ;.. ,-

J..·1 vtu uu:, vvc !ltlYC JC:illJ. 111 lll:,L p1ace Uj" tvV\) rt1eetu1gs 

ov·cr Jru1icc, P'iili:.i, myscl~ -and Cvllcc:n for fu-c fu:;t 

five. It is also ea3y to pick out other things, like our 
Bad Girls of ti,e Year·_ Those 1.:v}w haven't made a 

mcc:tin.g ilii·3 "j~'<lr\ Denise, Linda, Tamrny, Catj ,md 
Cleo foel sha,"1:le and come on by and sin no more/ 

There is another grouv of girls vvho never get anv 
~ 1 _; ~~ _, 

recognition, those -i,vho don't attend meetirn~s for what - . .:,..• 

ever reason. Our membership total is back up to 41 
"-}-•...._,,,,,.. f;:: ·'- .-~._-,,._-....n.;.ri,} i,.,.,.,-.,,. 4-. I-~ ...... -~ ..-.: ,,+,.£.,,'r• ,.,,,.-,. i,...-.. "·'"""""ff,-1-...-..rl 
1 .. v-r ... ....J.\.f a :'.;11'!;::'-'Lil! HU£:, t.·J w~;;;e :71::itCi ~ ~vt fiaYcu t 11au 

:he chance t.:,, nie"'t -:..-12."· AJ ;,.. --- :'-;;,_-.-.. i .... 1, .rn 171-:.,., 
...... ..... · ... "' ..._ . .., ·l. ... i. . .::;\.lH; ;__,.·.c..u V!J!! ..:"....1.LJ.l; .L,li.:..U.1C 7 

Francis R., Jackie T., Jamie. Jean \V., Kim, Lisa, 
1\ ,,· . i) ...., 'R • . c:1 .. , T"I . fu iv1arcia, .l',eneee r-., .t~Otnn,..:, 1aron S. L1en agam, u ere 
2i··e a fa~v mv.t·e -:mt there :;vho attended in the pas:t but 
rhrl,n'+l~11'1':lb" i'.n1>'- ·1·n ('!-,, ./,." ~~4"'"""• --~ i-i,.~ ~ .. ·--'.>~~ i;~~, '-, ... .._ ...u.,....,. ~.., ... -v _,. t•J i,..UJ.1 _)' tV U.1C \...J.U.:, ;;UL 1121l~ .&. 

knov:; '::vho vou aff/ _, . 

-r )JM"my_z. 
·i---t~-r-~t---t-~-:----J.~-+-----.;~-J. 

C (PI I-Rert.R, 

Lf'!/ 



Just because he plays soccer in ballet 
slippers does that make him a weirdo? 

My son is a cross-dresser. Most mornings h€ 
gets up, p~ on a hand-me-dovvn dress stolen from 
his sister, -wraps an old white pillowcase ar·ound his 
head with a ribbon (his "long blond hair") and 
prances around singing, 'The hills are alive vvith the 
sound of music." l\.f y soa is 3 and a hal(rears old. 

At the toy store, he does not want Batman. "I 
vv.mi a Bat~ir~ dolL" h-c cri-c1. Vlhen h-c beg;s to ph·i, 

u . -

·\>vith his friend M:.argo, it is 11ot bec.tllls-c he hk-cs her 
better than ili-s b-c.st ih"c.nds Bi1hr and Andr-evv~ sh-c -· 
just has more to ofter -- like an extensive collection 
ofBarbie dolls and a r.Yho1e wardrobe of1itt1e 
clothes he can dt-ess tliem in 

He loves preschool -- partly for the teachers, 
-~~~-.:- .. •1-~~ +~ ~e ·'tlt-e,.. -t,;i r1~-,,n b· .... --,s-~1•• +~o .. · 1·ts ;:,vui,., \'Y ll<1L .l.Vl w V l l .... uuw" L, UL ll.l.V~ u_y .1. l 

wonderful ·seiedion of tutus, fanc.y pa1i:y shoes ,md 
pretend jewelry. His grandmother (my mother) 
received the shock of her life ivhen she \vent to pick 
him up one day and he was vvearing a blue tutu with 
bea~d gold shpp-crs. The oth-cr moth-crs iwgh ,md 
t-eH m-c h"c. i·s such a th-cspian.. The teacher tells my 
husband and me that he is "highly in touch with his 
feminine side." 

If we only had to worry about preschool, life 
VvDuld be fine -- but his grandpar-en13 ( on bvth ;:;i&s ), 
his aunts and uncles, his baby sitter and just about 
everybody else are up in arms. "Boys should be 
playing baseball, not Barbie," my mother-in-law 
ex:claims. '1 was so embarrassed," Cvll.l.plains my 
mother after the harrowing Mu incid€1lt "He keeps 
faking my da11ght-cr's Cind-crelb slipp-crs\" my 
neighbor told my other neighbor vvho told me. The 
older siblings of his friends have called him an 
oddball, a 1,rnirdo and generally not normal. Adults 
tend to be more subtle with questions like: "So when 
do you think he will grnw out of it?" or ''How does 
your husband feel about it?" 

fhave tried to explain to each of them that my 
son appmachas life Vlith a uuiqua flair. While he 
loves soccer, he often plays it wearing a silk cape 
that ilutt-crs in the wind when he runs. Playing vvith 

I 
I 
I 
l 
\ 

I 
I 
\ 
I 

', 
I 
I 

\ 

I 
I 

his cars takes on new dimensions when he acts out 
both the "damsel in distress" and the "sheriff to the 
rescue" role, alternating hats to represent each 

character. My husband can't wait for Little League to 
start because he sees a little slugger in our son who 
can already hit the ball out of our relatively large 

backyard. Our son also can't wait to play baseball, 
but for a di.fforent reason: He says that cleats "are 
·1ust like tao shoes." ., . 

Thankfully his preschool teacher has assured 
us that he is simply "evolved." "I wish all ofmy 
children were as well-balanced as your little boy;" 
she told us at our first parent-teacher con:l:erence. "I 

iove the way he p1ays cowboys and Indians wearing 
his favorite ballet sliooers." She credits our .. 
"nor~_iudgmental and accepting parenting" for his 
creative e:\.-pression. Frankly, I was a little relieved. 
So he is not a weirdo -- he is "evolved." 1 wish 1 

could take credit for this, but it is all of his OvVn 

creation. 
Interestingly, no one seems the least bit 

disrur·bed about our friend (I wi11 call her Gillian). 
A.t 5 and a half years old., she refuses to wear 

dresses; plays T-baH and soccer and is proving quite 
skilled at climbing trees. She has more cuts and 
bruises as a result of roughhousing with her older 
brothers than my husband claims he ever received 
playing varsity college football. Gillian., I am told

0 
is 

a tomboy. "Isn't she cute," a friend exdaimed to me 
when we were at Gillian's house for a Sundav ., 
barbecue. (Mv son was inside watchinu ., ~ 

,.Pocahontas" with two E"irls.) And mv son is not cute 
'-" , j 

when he dresses uo and reenacts the e-lass sliooer 
J. V J..l 

scene from "Cinderella"? 

If GiHian is a tomboy because she 1ikes to do 
boy like t:hin£s, what then is mv son vvho likes to do 

V _, 

girl-like things -- ajanegirl? As far as 1 can tell there 
is no equivalent in the English languag,e (at least 
there is not one in my Vlebster's Dictionary). More 

important, there is no acceptabie behavioral 
equivalent 

I have bee-unto ask mvself what is normal? V _, . 

My son loves trucks, cars and trains. He plays for 
hours with his Brio train set while wearing his 
c:fr:tt~r' c: c:trint>rl cirP<:<: f-fo i c: VPn, ::rtli>rti on::itP ::inli 

wi11 frequently te11 his friends he loves them with a 
hug. Last fa1i, during those terribie twos. he was 
accused of being a bully because he bit a girl at the 

playground. How can a child go from bully to sissy 
in a mere nine months? · 

I am coming to realize that while our sex-role 
stereotypes have expanded for girls, thev have not 
for boys; there seems to be no a~ceptable cross
gender equivalent A gay friend of mine claims all of 
the uproar is a homophobic response to my son's 
actions . .-T remember ioving to dress up and put on 
makeup, too," my friend tells me vvith a knowim: 
glance. He is only 3 and a halfyears old, 1 remi~d 
my friend -- a little early to be defining his sexual 
preforences. 

The feminist revolution appears to have 
successfully helped foster an environment that makes 
it" cool" to be a girl. Much research is beine done to ,_. 

ensl11'e L.tiat girls are encouraged to excel in math and 

science, o·vercome the repression of adoiescence 
and, with luck, one day be more than tokens on 
boards of directors across the land. I am t1ui11ed. 
Trust me:, I have a 1-year-old daughter. I want her to 
understand and respect her power, her opportunity., 
her foma1eness. But what about my son? I would fike 
him to be abfe to respect his power.. his opportunity 
and his mafeness even as he e;m1ores his .feminine • 
side. 

It's not just in my house that the days of "boys 
will be boys" are over. A few months a.eo. the \Vall 

- ,_. I 

Street Joumai ran an articfe that c1aimed 
prescriptions for Ritalin were at an all-time high and 
increasinelv. bovs are e:...'t)ected to be less 

,_, J, .., ... 

rambunctious and more docile (that is., more gjrl
ii.ke). And a guest commentator on an N.PR program 

about vouth vioience e::mressed concern that the rise -· . 
in the births of bovs would result in a comine 

J ~ 

"delu£e of testosterone-laden voune men" creatinf: 
,;, ... / .I '-' ,_, 

havoc in our society. 11y mind reek Is the 
conclusion that a 3-and-a-half~vear-old should be 

J 

more like a boy but a 12-year-old should be more 
fike a eiri? ,__. 

I have to admit~ sometimes I am embarrassed 
by mv son.-s behavior. His cieciaration to mv father-- ., ., 
in-iaw that he wants to be a ba11et dancer when he 

l 
1, 

I 
I 

\ 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

grows up almost created a fami1v feud. \Vhen the 
father of one of his preschool d;ssmates 

unint~ntionally called him a girl (he was wearing the 
favonte blu.e tutu, mind you), I cringed just a little. 
i\nd 1 am often confused about the messaees Tm 
sending him. I don't mind if he wants to ;ear lipstick 
to a birthday party -- 'Tulom, you ·,.vear liostick when 
you dress up1" he reminds m~ -- but ho,; do I orotect 
him from the inevitabie taunting that will occ~ as he 
ages? 

I come back to my originai question: what is 
normal? Sadly, my husband and I are 1eamin1:: all too 
early that the -con~traints of normalitv are ve;,r ., ., 
narroiv indeed. Happily, my son

0 
vvho at the moment 

is pretending to be Bei1e from .-.-Beaut.; and the 
j 

Beast," adorned \Vith his favorite pearl necklace and 
earri~g ensemble 1 gave him for his birthday, does 
not vet know this. ·with luck and a little oarental ., . 
intervention, he \'Von't for a ven, long time. ~· ~· 

\ Written bv Li.sen Strombere 
I Reorinted from Salon.. Ma;·27 1998 
I L , • ' 

1-r--·--
1 
l 

1· 
l It's getting so _r.;ou can't ev·en take a bath without 
/ worryu1g that you'll go in as a man and come out as a 
\ woman. In Europe, plastic ducks are reportedly being 

I

I banned from bathtubs out of fear that tlley might c81.J.Se 
c.,mc.-cr or 3-c:i:. cb:;mge~ in childr"i;n.. Acc.ordmg tv th-c 

I London Evening St'21l.ld<l!d, ph~tic. du.c.k3 have been 

I ::.::: ::~:::~:~i~!s::;:!::.:iy 
( c.C7ntain a ':smal1 do:se i:.lf phfualate, '3. chemic.al used to 
1 soften pbztic m teething rings ,md inflatable 
I
i 

1 
swil.1nllifig poi:.lh. Smne expeii3 c.him th-e c.hen.1ical 

I micllt be linked to tllm.0!"3 ,md 3-c~i:. c.h,mges rri i1sh. The 
I ._. -· 
\ toy indm,tl:)1 ru.smisz~ ilie c.h<ll'ges -as ab5Urd, but 
I ma.·ybe thi-3 exph~ why all those British com-cdy 

\ t:roupe:s \'filo:se members dress a:s women. 

l 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Frvm Off-Kilter 
Written by Roy Rivenburg, Time Staff Writer 
Los Angeles Ti.mes, .May 20, 1998, 
Prolt·ided b_r Lois Fulmer 



Someone e-mailed me this and it's about the best TG 
;oka T'Ha C'Q'2fl U{}-,,P"' uou 11·1•o ;+1 j "V .I. Y 'L, ,.H..,"V.1..L • .L.L '-' J l\<v J.L~ 

This la'Wj'er vvas so :fanatical about his golf 
game that he played erety day. One morning after he 
had completed the first hole and vvas jU:,"i about to tee 
off on th.::i CCUJ"'-,,fl.rt 'ho nAf,raA tho. """"''""'f l'Y, .... ...-na,,n,:,, 

"' ..:J'L,'1.,V.LlU' ll\.; UVU'\.·'L,U U,..L'L, ll.lV,.;,L 5v.1,5 ..... vu...:, 

vrnman he had <?set seen putting alone on th.e first 
green. The lavvyer waited until the woman had 
reached the second tee and asked if she \Vould like to 
;,...;.., 1-.;"" ,,..,,1 f;..,;.,.1-. H,o ..-,,,,,..,A t,,m:,ti..,:,..- T.-, i..,c-Jv ............ LJ...LU.J. UJ..111.A ..L.LlJ..l..:JU U..l."-· .l Vl.M..J.U LVE,'-'UJ.'\.>.1. • .1. V J..U,,J 

surprise the i•voman agreed and they played the 
remaining holes. 

Not only was this woman beautiful, she \Vas 
al c;o ,, ,!Yi}•}A rt,; 1+~ ... '>fld <T'H '"" the 1,,""'"'w ,, , ,o.-.:r 

""' u.::::i'-'""-'t6'-J...L..._..l U.U. .!:,UY'L- UJ. • .lU"'i')'-•.l U. 'l'VJ.J 

competitive match When they completed theit· rnund, 
the h•.vy~!" tdd the v:·0Ill?.1'. that, not \}f'.ly was he a 
lavryer, but h~. was i.foo a cordon. bleu chef o.11d wine 
buff He ~1t;it~d her b-a~.k t-~~ hi~ place f~r 'lt m~1;.1 ait~! 
a few drinks. The woman ac.t.epted en.tlmsi~tica11y 
and off they went Back at the house fue hwyer 
cooked a magru:ficent meal. In fact it w~ more than 
ju.st cooking - it \Vas a performance to behold. They 
enjoy1ed g-Jcd fo{.1d, ,good ;~1ine and good 
conver·sation. After the meal, the woman repaid the 
laiirr.et· i; 1itb the best 0.ra.1 ~~y hP t"lt:1/i UT:oav· ~ ._, :..-.-.. ..,.,..,. UUU 'L> T \.,.I. 

experienced. 

cross-dressing in atz eftort ta emigrate to the United 
States has come ll!lder fire from Islamic militants 
opposed to the gov·ernment's libet·al policies 
permitting the screening. 

Residents and newspapers said groups of 
militants over the past week attacked cinemas 
.~1-()"·'i·nn•t..eT~..,,,.· ~~1 "C:' ". -1 
;::,it vv 5 u1 . "=uan .u1.m ..:>i10Wtnan m sev·er·& 
cities, including Isfahan, Shiraz and Ras11t The daily 
nevvspaper Salam said a group of militants from the 
Ansar-e Hizbollah (Supporters of God's Party) 
attacked ·vien·ers 1eavi.m? a cinema in Isfahan 

<-' ' 

including a disabled ·veterat1 from the 1980-88 Iran-
Iraq war. 

Toe violence was the latest in a series of 
recent incidents across the Islamic republic in which 
militants attacked cinemas showini? the fttm 

6 
\ The lavvyer was so taken by the beauty and 
\ skill of this woman that he desired her to no end. He 

1 
""'1,aA ;.f'.,.1,a. ,.,,,111~ 1;1. • ., to ... t ... 

1
u !:"Olf!-i..,,, f'.-,11,.,,,.,;nrr 

u.wri.'l.tu .r....1. ,,;!U\J ,.., vu.1u .1..1.n.'-' L f'.LU. b LLL'-.- .1.v.1..1.Vl''f .Ll...16 

I morning, to which she agreed. Once again they 
\ ""t1iou.:,A ,, crr:o->t rr->.-vl<> ,,f',ra.flT ,.,..,.,,....,.,t;1-;.,.,, rro1+' a I "'"'J J '-'u u tr "'UL 5<.i..U..1'-' V.&. "'v& J '-'VJ..U.t''-·LLLJ. Y...., 5 LL, 

\ magnificent evening meal and on~e more the la\vyer 

1 
received sensational oral sex. Tuts went on for three 

\ wee~ when fue 11.wyer i1na11y said, "Listen, the golf 

I 
o.11d the c01npo11y have been. fantastic, but there is 
,,-1,r ...... n-,11rh ..... ,, 1 .......... '> .,. .... ,.. .. l''N'> t,,1,-,:, ·r1:n.. ..... ,, ..... .,,., I vlll] uv .l..i..U •. >-......1...l v.1. u.1. ~'-'"'\. <.t .u..a.O.U. ...,.u.LJ. o..n.v. TV .1.1.-...·.i..1. u.a. '-' YV -v 

/ going to have sexual intercourse?" 
/ "lVe can't" said the woman. 
j "'Why not?" cried the lawyer. 

I ''P. .. ,.,,,,,..,, T'.-n a ...,.,, .... "''"',,..t;f.,, "··.:,,nJ;.,,t tha 
.LJ'v'\..'<i.U-u"v .LA.Li. U U.1.J.W l' VULJ.L'\.1'1 .l vy.l.l'-''\A LI..£'-' 

I woman. 

\ 'YOU BITCH!" screamed the la'Wj'er. '1 can't 
\ believe that you've been playing off the ladies' tees 
I I~1r the last tl1ree 1,x/eeksl" 
I 

'1 

I 
I 
I 
I 

. 1 

Hugs Stephe :-) 

St ..... he'eo y,1: H .... m .._ L'-"t' · ,,;! • {f e 
1 ttp // .. 
1 :1,. \'.'\'\.'VV. geoc1ttes. com/West.Ho llywood!Beights/ /' ~, 
8187-==BR> . 

The actions tar-get attempts by the nevv 
mod · ate President Mohammad Khatami to ease 
censorship and fly in the face of his stated policies to 
reinforce the rule of law in Ir-an.. 
The black comedy, directed by Davoud Mirbaqeri 
an,l ~~11.~d ":\ ..1~, P~..,-1.~ 11 • u · t_ u ,.,a.i c .n.ua1u .ua.1.d m 1. ers13.11, suow·s a man 

disguising himself as a woman with heavy make-up 
i.n the hope of manying an Ame.rican and emigrating 
to the couniry of bis dre.m"IB. 

It has been attacked as immoral by the 
militants, despite its politically correct ending in 
which. th.-c m.m fulb in love wifu .m Ir.mi.m wooi.m 
'2111d both. return to th-cir hmn.eland. The daily Sal'al.n 
;:Said mihtant;:S in htah.m tor~ dovvn posters at fue 
cin-em.a .md 3tvpp~d the '~cre~g of "Snovvm.aT1.." -

"Although the 111'11 is authorized and is being, 
s1wnn in 22 cities tllt:oug1wm: lra.11, the attackers ~· 
ilire'atened to ;:Set the cin-em.a on £re so vv~ vvere 
forced to stop showing it," the manager ofQods 

·· cinema h:t Isfai'1an told Safa.1'11. 

··-The film is being shown in 18 cinemas in Tehran 

. )alone, where tickets_have been so1d out for several 
,~·1, :·jaays in advance. 
· · ··.. Iran's Culture and Islamic Guidance :M:inister 

a11ah Tufohajerani authorized tl1e showing of 
"Snay)'man..," ivhich his predecessvr had banned. 
Asked about the incident i.t1 Isfahan., Afohajerani said 
police later detained the ~oublemakers, who had 
acted illegally, and the cinema had reopened. 

He said such incidents were good publicity 

for the film, Iran's top box office hit this year. But 
Salam on Saturday quoted Ayatollah Ja1aleddin 
Taheri, a moderate senior cleric who leads Friday 
prayers in Isfahan, as criticizing police, intelligence 
aunistty and provincial officials tor not putting a 
stop to. in.stances of militants taking the 1aH· into tJ1eir· 

0
;v11 hands. In related incidents, the Salam paper 

said Ansar-e Hizbollah members stormed the 
Guidance Ministry headquarters in Isfahan on 

Tuesday, threatening fomale staff The office's 
director-general had filed a lawsuit against the 

intruders, it said. 
..,.~ Toe group also attacked the Sadr t.b.eofogy 

1 Jnool in Isfahan the follov;~ng day, beating up two 
clerics and damaging the school, the paper said. 

"\Ve have identifled the members of the 

d
. ~ d+t... 1·~.--" -n"M•;h,•~A;~;~l group an ;.niotme we po1r..,c , a ;::,ci.,w1L; vll1,.,1ru. 

told Salam. 
An::iar-e Hizbollah member-s ha\1~ ahv 

recently attacked the offices of Salam and Navid 
magazine in b-fahan., a library at Isfahan university, 

ind the hous-cs of a clergym.m 'al.1d a um·,;,er31ty 

\ecmrer, th.-c daily 3aid 

'1 hwe s-c·?111g ilie drag queens d,::; me. 1i' ~ 
such a compliment The 
new album is full of son as the b 

unpersonators ar·e going to jump 

all over. I can't wait to see -vvhat they do 
ith 'Real \V oman.' · 

/re going to have a field day vvith it" 

--~inger Gloria Esiefan to Chicago's 
Wrndy City Times Ma" ·11 . ' J ,I., • 

f 
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"Oh, that's just our neighbor, Mr. 
Blithers, walking in his dreams 

again." 
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SAi"'\f DIEGO (AP) - A transse:ruai fataiiy shot his 
therapist and then himself because the woman vvould 
not certify him as mentally ready for a sex-change 
operation, police said Thursday. 
The man, \'vTIO dressed as a woman, made an 
aooointment with theraoist Rita Povvers on 
\V~esday, apparentl; with the intent to kill her, 
Set. Bob Looez said."He obviously knevv what he :as going t; do because he came armed.," he said. 

The bodies of Powers and the 16-year-oid 
man were found \Vednesday night in a haiiway at the 
Co~tive Ther-aov ln..~tute tvvo hours after gunfire 

(.J> .. -· 

was reported at the office building. The shooter, 
vv-hose identity has not been released, had been 
seeIDE Powers for nearlv a year while seeking an 
ooer;on to sureicallv ;lte; his gender, Lopez said. 
"He needed a le7ter of approval from his therapist 
and apparently she was not willing to give that 
aooroval." Looez said. "That aooears to be the 

.L .a. , .&. .I, .1 

motive." 

Poiice didn't discover the shooter was a man 
until the medicai examiner· came to the scene and 
examined the bodv. The eunman shot himself once in ., '-' 

the head with a 9 mm semiautomatic handgun. The 
medical_e~aminer vvas withholding his name until 
relatives could be located. 

A.J.~OTHER PERSPECTIVE ON THIS TRAGEDY: 
On June 10th, 199~( a preoperative 

transsexual, Julia Morgan., killed her gender 
theraoist the turned the gi.m on herself You may 
have he;d this tale, or ;t re~~ beard the straight 
press shouting something about a "man dressed as a 
woman" killing a woman.. Yet.. there is more to this 
storv than vou'il find from the Associated Press or 
oth~ medi.a outlets. And when you look into the 

storv of Julia lvlot:!:{an' s last act deep enough, you may 
dis~·over that vou ~e seeing-something disturbing: a ., '-' 

mirror inJo OU-r QU'TJ sef~l!S. 

To those who knew her in San Diego 
transgender circles, she wasn't abnormal, nor son1e 
der~~ed mm-nut There weren't any m:i!_jor clues that 
-~~ •• :: .. ,,~ ,.._,.,,f"Y\aElc," hl1"::> ha..- lt-fa ~tl,1 thP lifi> f'!fher 
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P " 41 was shot multiple times all ov ower..,.. ., 
. A-., ·r. an~sexuai~ are peop1e predisposed to her bo-...:,-. 1r :s ~ . . 

identify with the opposite sex, som~tunes so strongly 
. d suraerv to charu?e their ~ender. A as to fill ergo ~ t;; · ., '-' '" . 

patient seeking a sex-~hange is u~uall~ reqmred to 

undergo counseling with a therapist, wh~ th~n . . 
certifies \Villi a doctor vvhen that person ts ready for 

the operation., Lopez said. ~ . . r 
Between 15 and 10 shots were tired, six 

people were in the building at the time, including the. 
shooter and therapist Someone placed an emergency 

call to oolice about 3 :30 p.m., reporting shots fired 
at the c·ounseling center, police said. When an officer 

arrived. shots ";,ere still being fired. He helped two 
men es~aoe through a first-floor office by breaking a 
vvindow. ·and authorities evacuated about nine 

surrounding b 1 ocks. S\VAT officers fired flash-bang 
canisters into the building and slowly entered. Lopez 

~aid oolice believe the gunman shot Povvers, them 
hims;ifwitilin about iO minutes from the time the 

:first shots were fired. 
\Vritten by Paula Story 
AP-N-Y-06-il-98 2030.tVT 

eender theraoist. an intern named Rita Povvers. "She <,..• ... ' 

had been abandoned earlv on and had never knovvn -· 
unconditional love," states a friend of hers, named 
Eveiy11. ;'She vvas very independent and had come so 
far bv herself She had done 2 vears of colleE:e -· ... .._. 

e-ettin£ 3.9 and had a eood iob. a car oaid for_ her 
,;.,..• t...• ,~ -· , .I. i 

o;vn aoartment and was so oroud of her £ettine 
.&. ' 4 t...• <....• 

somevvhere with no helo." , 
She also had olentv of .future olans. She . ., . 

planned on getting her surgery referral letters, first 
from Rita Povvers., then a second from another vve11-
knovvn therapist in the lvfidwesl She had pfann 

her surgery, to eventua1fy quit the _job she was at, · 
finish college., and really "be someone." Hovv many 
of us have planned similar paths? 

\Vas :fu11 time in most places., she stilt worked at the 

hospital as a maie, barely disguising her ever

feminizing figure under women's jeans and t-shirts. 

ieading to more and more strangers ''mistakiw!'' he~ 
for fomale. She .feared losing her job over th~~e 
issues, and had seemingly planned to leave the job 
-.u-er sur£"erv. She vvas receivinf! some ne()'at

1
· •• 1·+-. 

all ,__../ ,_~ b YL\J 

from her therapist, probably over her· "double life" at 
work, and had been given indications that her first 

sll'.gery letter vvasn't coming. Although 1 have been 

fortunate to not be in these same situations, I __ like 
most preoperative transsexuals -- have had a hieher-

'"' than-desired 1eve1 of stress in mv 1i+1 "'"'c1 mu h. h. .. ~ ··, ui, i C a,: 
to do with transition. ~ 

Although those around her tried to talk her 
into changing jobs and counseiors .. she folt it would 
cost her more, in bot11 time and money, than she vvas 

v,rilling to spend. Her life-long independence also 

got in her vvay., as she seemed unable to let others 

beip her five her iife. I can only speculate that Juiia 
began to see her hope-filled plans fraying at the 

edges, and she bega11 to plan her ovvn de~lise. After 

her June 10th therapy session, according· to a source 

(in the building, Rita fo11ovved Julia out of the office_ 
\ and tried to coat her back in to the office to talk · 

Perhaps, for the independent Julia, this ivas a final 
straw: her olans for surg-erv in ·1eo"'ard" ands · · } 

, ·-· ... _. F )', ;u1c1oe 
being the only other course of act.ion that she saw 

she violently took the life of the one person that \~~as 
standing in the way of both options. 

I don't 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 
I 

I 
I 

My situation and J 1. , · Ula c• eoh . 
common. I am hoo. -. ~ ., are many tlungs in 

• tng tor mv 1irst and ~ sun~~r ref;,.,., 1 t -· .,econd 
.__. -· J "'" a etters soon d h 

surE:erv dat · · ' an ave reserved a 

I 
. ·-· ., e, in spite of some ,;trono. . 

drfficulties that coul .-1 h ~ .::, financial 
ti c anE:e these l , 
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.__., l1l ependent oers 
one that some miclit ev 

11 
h • on -- and yes, 

n '-· en ca eadstron . 
res, I have even cont 1 . . \g at tunes. 

. emp ated su1cide a~ 
at tillles. Hovv mu.ch d;-A;- _ " a way out, 
- UJ.erent am I from T 1 · 

Hovv difteren'j. at·e ...... t1··, JU 1a., reallv? 
il ~ Vt~ a.1 t .., 

fvfany in the comn .... , . . 
mu.ch about th ~. llll11ty, v.-tthout kno,vin_e 

.- e 1vtrcumstances of the incident_ ~, 
been autck to "i1ifv J r . . have 
1-t.. _ • , v •• u ta, and try dtstanc~ 
mem;:;efves ifom b · . . -· 
". ·1 emg seen as being in anv wa .. 
;:,lffi1 ar to her. Yet with n1 , . ·· Y 
I didn't feel I had ·. o. ] a ~t~le speculation -- if 

. . other opt.tons, 111 vvas iivinz with 
the add1tt onal stresses that J 1 · , . '" .... • 

. . u la v\-as., and so on __ I 
c'."111ot honestly say if I wouid react a11 that 
differently than she did i\.nd tf ·, ~. . 

· · mat 1;:, a 1:hclitenmi:r mtrror to ()'aze ; ..... 0 ·-· '=· 
t:• ilil . 

'-Vritten an i , · · · · -· 
· c provided bv Gvvend·o1·.,.., n ~- so.· .. -, • . ., yu [llUl m1th 

GvvenSmith@aol.com · 
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ask for 

He only has to 
be tall, rich, 
funny, sexy, e 

much in 
a man ... 

single, strong, 
good looking, 

smart, romantic, 
charming, wann, 

sweet, sensitive, clever athletic 
kind, generous, prmctua,l, sincer;, 

and of course he has to be 
willing to feed me ice cream in bed 

ever.· ni!.'ht for rhc re'1 nfm,· lite 

Southern 
Comfort 

Conference 

Atlanta 
1998 

Join your trans gender family in the 
cosmopolitan capital of the South 

'.)· for four days of exploration, 
celebration and discovery. 

Sept 30 - Oct 4, 1998 i 

Write: P.O. Box 77591 ]· 
Atlanta, GA 

j 30357-1591 

(404) 633-6470 
E-Mail:Info@sccatI.org 

Web Site: http://www.sccatl.org 



"All The Right 
Moves" 

By Sally Stone 

The fact of the matter is, 
that for most crossdressers, 
myself included, passing as 
a woman can prove to be 
difficult. That fact not with
standing; however, we all 
have an intense desire to 
present the best possible 
feminine image. Where im
age is concerned, we can 
do a great deal to help our
selves. We should always 
wear clothing that is appro
priate for the occassion, ap
ply make-up in a careful 
professional manner, and 
always act like a lady. 

While appearance is cer
tainly a good way to help us 
with our image, there is an
other image factor that is 
often overlooked. I am 
refering to movement. If 
you have ever taken the 
time to watch women 
closely, you will notice that 
they move in a distnctly dif
ferent manner than do men. 
Female mannerisms vary in 
subtle ways from those of a 
man, and as crossdressers, 
we generally don't do a 
good job copying those 
mannerisms. Unfortu
nately, no matter how well 
we present our feminine ap
pearance, mannerisms that 
are masculine, look out of 
place, and tend to underly 
our true identity. Because 
the human eyes are ex
tremely sensitive to move
ment, they are drawn to any 
mannerism that seems to 
be inconsistant with the 

individual executing that manner
ism. As an example of this, let's 
say that you are dressed per
fectly, and that your feminine 
appearance has allowed you to 
blend in with the crowd around 
you. As long as you are not 
scruinized closely, you are dis
missed as just another woman. 
So far your feminie image is sup
porting your gender, and you 
think you are passing. All of a 
sudden; however, you are read. 
What happened? Well more 
than likely, the give away had 
something to do with a move
ment or a mannerism, that 
seemed to the casual observer, 
as out of place. Had there not 
been something incongruous or 
unfeminine about a certain 
movement, then the observer 
would probably not have noticed 
you. The human subconsience; 
however, has a set of pre
conceived notions that identify 
how a woman is supposed to 
move. When that movement or 
mannerism doesn't jive with 
those establihed notions, it at
tracts attention. The natural ten-
dency is to more closely scruti- r 
nize the object of that odd move-
ment, and suddenly the casual 
observer realizes that the geor
gous blonde in the killer dress, is 1 

really a man. If the cross- I 
dresser's movements or man
nerisms had been more femi
nine, the possibility exists that 
she would not have set off the 
casual observer's alarm. More 
than likely, she would not have 
been read. 

It has been my experience 
that practice is the best way to 
emulate the mannerisms and 
movements of a woman. Watch 
women closely, and take note of 
the way they move. Note how 
their movements differ from a 
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man's. After you have carefully 
observed feminine movements, 
practice those moves yourself. 
Get your partner to critique your 
style, and encourage them to criti
cize. If you don't have a partner 
to help you, practice in front of a 
mirror. It may sound a little goofy, 
but the technique really works. 

Remember, looking like a 
woman is only half of the equa
tion. If you really want to present 
the best possible feminine image, 
you have to learn to move like a 
woman as well. Learning to do 

. As long as you are 
not scruinized closely, 
you are dismissed as 
just another woman , 

this will take a lot of practice, but 
if you study hard, and practice 
often, soon you'll have all the 
right moves. 

Sally Stone 

Cefebratittf 
20 ycan '-i SeNicc! 
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Gender 
Id('"nlit;r 

Center 
l.,,..J.., , •• -

The Gender 1-d entity 
Center of Colorado 

COLOR.ADO 

invites you to our -~L_D .. RU~ 
3 day conference: r,,. ~ 
Oct. 16-18, 1998 

in Beautiful Denver, Coloradof 

With special guest Leslie Feinberg, 
author of Transgenrler Warriors 

& Slone Butel, Blues, 

Keynoting the Saturday Evening Gala 

for information or registration: 
(303) 202-6466 

e-mail: GICofCo1o@aol.com 
web: http://www.abmal1.com/dic 
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1455 Anunons St., Suite 100 
Lakewood, CO 80215-4993 
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