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New York Men in Massachusetts Colored Infantry Units
© 1999, Thomas L. Doughton

During the Civil War, Massachusetts raised two regiments of “colored” volunteers: the 54"
Regiment celebrated in the film “Glory,” and the 55" Regiment which was originally organized
with an overflow of men volunteering for the 54" Regiment. In both of these regiments, men
listing Massachusetts as their place of residence were in a minority. Of the 1445 men in the 54"
Regiment, (excluding 12 individuals, field command and staff), only 404 enlistees or 27.95
percent listed their place of residence as Massachusetts. Similarly, of the 1209 enlisted men of
the 55" Regiment only 182 volunteers or 15.06 percent of the Regiment listed towns in the
Commonwealth as their place of residence.

Of the combined total of enlisted men in the 54" and 55" Regiments, 586 volunteers or 22.08
percent of 2654 enlistees were recorded as residents of Massachusetts.

From New York 193 men were 13.75 percent of enlistees in the 54" Regiment while another 31
New York men were part of the 55" Regiment. For both Massachusetts regiments 224 men from
New York were 8.4 percent of all enlistees in the combined Massachusetts regiments.

The following partial roster is a listing of volunteers from Western and Central New York who
were part of the 54" and 55" Regiments. Here are reproduced the unit, whether 54t or 55t
Regiment, Company, Citation Page, Enlistee’s first name, middle initial and last name,
residence, age, occupation and date of enlistment.

Source: Massachusetts Adjutant General’s Office, Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines
in the Civil War, 8 vols. (Norwood, Mass: Norwood Press), vol. 4: 658-714. This volume
provides an alphabetical listing of the regiments organized company by company but lacks a
cumulative alphabetical roster for the entire Regiment.

54 F 685 Sylvester Archer Binghamton 20 farmer 03/29/1863
54 E 680 Henry Bell Binghamton 22 laborer 03/29/1863
54 E 680 Frederick L. Bond Binghamton 22 laborer 03/29/1863
54 F 685 John  H. Bond Binghamton 19 farmer 04/08/1863
54 F 685 Alfred Cornish Binghamton 18 painter 04/08/1863
54 E 682 George F. Jackson Binghamton 20 laborer 03/29/1863
54 F 689 Samuel Thomas Binghamton 32 engineer 04/08/1863
54 D 675 Garnett G. Cezar Buffalo 18 sailor 03/17/1863
55 A 718 John E. Davis Buffalo 28 cook from 54t

54 D 675 John H. Dover Buffalo 18 waiter 03/18/1863
55 I 753 Ephraim Freeman Buffalo 37 farmer 06/08/1863
54 A 660 Thomas Hamilton Buffalo 30 sailor 04/15/1863
54 D 676 John F. Harrison Buffalo 18 laborer 03/19/1863
54 A 661 Charles Kane Buffalo 28 laborer 03/28/1863
54 H 697 James Lane Buffalo 22 laborer 04/17/1863
54 H 697 Manuel Lee Buffalo 22 laborer 04/21/1863
5 D 773 Eli Lett Buffalo 28 barber 06/06/1863
54 D 678 George Lucas Buffalo 28 sailor 03/27/1863
54 D 678 John R. O’Neil Buffalo 24 cook 03/17/1863
54 F 688 James H. Powell Buffalo 20 farmer 04/04/1863
54 H 698 James F. Price Buffalo 31 laborer 04/21/1863
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