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The Buffalo Cooper ative Economic Society, Inc . 

A Black Sel£-He l p Organizat ion. 
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Biographical Sketches Of Its Founder And His Wife 

Dr . E.E. Nelson And Mrs . Alberta F . O' Leary Ne lson. 

Microfilmed By 

Monroe Fordham and Ralph \'la tkins 

1974 ; 

The Records And Documents Were Microfilmed Using A 34.X Lens . 
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Introduction 

The financi al r ecords , ledger sheets, minutes , member-

ship r olls , and other documents perta ining to the Buffalo 

Cooperative Economic Society , Inc. , and its ~ommunity store 

are preserved on this microfilm. The society was founded 

in the 1920 1 s and continued to function until about 1960. 

Some of the goals and objectives of the society are contained 

in document # l. The main mover and founder of t he organi-

zati on was Dr . E. E. Nel son, a local medical doctor . Dr . 

Ne l son and his wife - -Mrs . Alberta F . 0 1Leary Nelson kep t 

detailed records of the society during its more t han 30 

year history. When t be cooperative •s store was l 3gall y 

dissolved in the early 1960 ' s, Dr. and Mrs. Nelson moved 

t he many boxes of documents and records into the garage 

or their home at 445 Cornwall Avenue . The documents 

remained t here until they were made available t o this writer 

i n August, 1973 . 
I l earned of the d ocuments while t aping some inter--

v iews with Dr . and Mrs . Nelson during the Summer of 1973. 
Those interviews were to be part of a l arger project which 

#as to be co-conducted by Ralph Watkins ( a fellow Ph. D. 

candidate i n his tory at SUNY) and myself . Our intent was 

to c ollect and preserve primary sources (ora l history 

i nitially) which coul d be used in researching problems and 

t hemes in t he history of the Buffalo black communit y . It 

i s certainly an undet•statement to say t hat the records of the 
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Buffalo Cooperative Econo=nic Society was an unexpec1;ed 

windfall. It is hoped that the microfilming of those docu-

ments represents the beg inning of a giant s tep in the 

collecting and preserving of primary s ources dea l ing with 

the history of blacks in Burfa lo. 
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CONTENTS 

1. Buffalo Cooper a tive Economic Society, Inc ., (promotiona l pamphl et). 

2. Membership lis t and date j oined (1930 1 s) . 

). Share Certificates (incomplete ) (1931-1932) . 

4. Board of Direct ors , byl aws , store employees , (1939-1940} . 

5. Members present at meetings , April, U9J8-April, 1939 ) . 

6 . Board of Direct ors Reports (February, 1936-0ctober, 1941 ) . 

7. Members attending meetings (1936 ) . 

8. Membership l ist, Fi nanc i a l record (1936-l94"a-) . 

9 . Money Paid out of store c ash regis ter (1939-194,l) . 

10 . St ore expenditures (October, 1 932- Decemper 1932) . 

( 11. Voting record of membership (1939) . 

( 

12. Note s for a speech given at mass meeting to promote the 
the cooperative ( July 2 , 1931 ) . ( t~trJ Mo.,s1,v ttJ C! itii,e/,/5' ~<Je-.,<J) 

13. Speech note s , e t c ., used to explain the cooperative . 

l.4. Note to delinquent members of Soc iety ' s credit union · 
reque s ting payment. 

15. Year end financial r eport (1937 ) , and program for 1938 . 

16 . Member ship roll s (1938 ) . 

17. BCES St a tement of I ncorporation ( 1939) . 

18. Bal ance sheets ( 1939) . 

19. Promotional paniphlet ( Story of Toad; S~ory of cooper ative) 

20. I s Plenti Too Much For Common ?eopl e? ( This book was found 
among the promotiona l material s . !twas probabl y used 
in preparing speeches for mass meetings and other gatherings 
of prospec t i ve members ) . 

21 . Expens e book f or Society ' s store ,1940) . 

... 
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22 . Bal ance sheets for coopera tive store (1940). 

23 . Members eligible for office (1940) . 

24. Minutes , notes , etc. , on meetings (1941-1943) . 

25. I ni'ormation on Eastern cooperatives . 

26 . Balance sheets f or cooperative s tore (194].) . 

27 . Weekly breakdown of store sales and expenses (1941) . 

28 . Bal ance sheets for coopera tive store (1942 ?) . 

29 . Audited profit los ~ statement for store (1942), 

30. Supplies purchas ed for store (1942) . 

31. Bal ance sheets for cooperative store (1943 ) . 

32 . Weekly breakdown of store s a les and expenses (1943) . 

33. Bank statements for store (1943) . 

34. BCES membership list and amount paid in shares (1943-1948) . 

35. 

-/ 36, 

37. 

Check stubs for coopera tive s tore (1943-1952 ) . 

Bal ance sheets for cooperative store (1944) . (flfolMf#/f.1-~) 
Quarterly financial reports for store (1944) . 

38 . 

-~ 39. 

BCES membership rolls (1944-1947) . 

Board of' Dire ctors meetings / 'f W :5 (I: ... I,, ¥if: f,,u.w, '1-J. a....: 
40. Sale ad for cooperative s tore. ./ 

41. Balance sheets for cooperative store (1945) . 

42 . Weekly breakdown of store sales and expenses (1945) . * * ( 3G r 3<J ) 43. Bank statements for store {1945) . 

44. Wage reports for store employees (March- June , 1945) . 

45. Bal ance sheets for cooperative store (1946)0 

46. Weekly breakdown of stor~ sales and expenses (1946) . 

47. Store employees time records (1946) . 

48 . Balance sheets for cooperative store (1947) ~ 
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49. Weekly bre akdown of store sales and expenses (1947). 

50. Record of members ' purchase s from cooper at ive store (1947 ). 

51, Bank statements f or store (1947). 

52. Annual report (1947) . 

53. Store employees ' work r ecords (Nov., 1946 -March, 1947) . 

54. Time sheets for s tore employees (1947-1948) . 

55. Financial report for coopera tive store {1947) . 

56. Supplies purchased for store {1947-1948 ) . 

57. Balance sheet s for cooperative store (1948) . 
J'M/,·a l ) 

¾ 58. Weekly breakdown of s tore sal e s and expense s (1948) . [£/t-4-'l) 

4-as_f._5_9 . Withholding tax for store employees (Oct., 1948-Jan., 1949) . (J..os/-) 
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60. Members present at Board meetings (1945-1948 ) . 

61. Annual report (1948) . 

62. Record of members purchases from cooper ative store (1948 ). 

63. Record of members purchases from coopera tive s tore (1948-49) 

i( 64. Bank statements for store (1948 ) . '\nd IC!/4C, 

f 65. Financial report for store (1948 ) . (te.c:.#~/ 
66. Bal ance sheets for cooperative store (1949 ). 

67. Quarterl y financial reports for s tore (1949) . 

68. Financial report (1949). 

69. Record of members purchas e s from cooperative s tore (1949) . 

70. We e1<ly brwk dCW/l of Sfor-e sa leJ llnd e,.,:.1e,1StS ( /150), 

71. Balance sheets for cooperative s tore (1950 ). 

72. Accounting s heets (pre - 1950, 1950-1951) . 

73. Bank statements (1950-1952 ) . 

Report on members shares (1950) ; ~t-mfHed 
Wages ( Nov., 18- 24, 1951). AJ-&'j Jeo;ble 
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76 . Bal ance sheets for cooperative store (1951). 

77. Board of Directors meetings (1951-1952 ) . 

78. Bal ance sheets for cooperative s tore (1952 ) . 

79. Weekly totals of sales and expenses (P !b. 1 11 , 1952j f /CJS) 
80. Record of members ' purchases from cooperative store (1950-5'J) . 

81. Bal ance sheets for cooperative s tore (1953) . 

~h\J~2. Inventory (1953 ). Gflt,Hed) 
83. Bal ance sheets for cooperative s tore (1954) . 

-}E 84. Weekly breakdown of sales and expenses ( 1954) . (S'e>e-# <l'<f) 
See#rf-f-85. \·leekl y breakdown of s a les and expense s (Dec . 15, 1954-Jan . 19 , 155) . 

1(' --:--_~ 86. Bal ance sheets for cooperative store ( 19.55) . . . ·;.,,- ,Sf 
~ll'-e.fed. /-087 . ·::numerated purchases and expenses (Jan. , 1952 ; Jan., 1953 ; 
A.tJ'rCJ', y&11"-4 April, 1953 ; March , 1954; and Feb ., 195?) . (l-i!i/JlLcd fo <l/>/1-C/· }'.!ut-) 
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88 . Bal ance sheets for cooperative store (1956) . 

S9. Weekly breakdown of s a les and expenses (1953-1958) . 

90. Balance sheets for cooperative store (1957) . 

91. Bal ance sheets f or cooperative store (1958 ). 

92. Membership dues and shares in cooperative (1950 1 s). 

93. Wage s and withholding for store employees ( 1950 1 s ) . 

94. Membership share s and reports ( summary) (1930 ' s -1950 ' s) . 

95 . St a tement on economic status (1959-1961 ) . 

96. Certificate of recognition to cooperative •s credit union. 

97. Employee ( store ) tBJC statements (1961) 

98. Liquidation statement (1961 ) . 

99. Es t her Gore , e t . al . v. E.E. Nel s on, et. al., Erie County 
Supreme Court ( 1961). (51Clit'lllf 1/f· (V\ Q,..X<lM, Of- c• l=· Nels o,U ) 

100. Member ship history and statement on "Why we fail ed. 11 
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