State University of New York College at Buffalo - Buffalo State College
Digital Commons at Buffalo State

Buffalo Quarters Historical Society Papers |

Underground Railroad Research Batchelor, Lillion

1990

Niagaras Freedom Trial, circa 1990s, Newspaper
Articles

Lillion Batchelor

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/ur-research

Recommended Citation

"Niagara's Freedom Trial, circa 1990s, Newspaper Articles.”" Underground Railroad Research. Digital Collections. Monroe Fordham
Regional History Center, Archives & Special Collections Department, E. H. Butler Library, SUNY Buffalo State.
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/ur-research/11

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Buffalo Quarters Historical Society Papers | Batchelor, Lillion at Digital Commons at
Buffalo State. It has been accepted for inclusion in Underground Railroad Research by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons at Buffalo

State. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@buffalostate.edu.


http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fur-research%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/ur-research?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fur-research%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/batchelor?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fur-research%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/batchelor?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fur-research%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/ur-research?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fur-research%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/ur-research/11?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fur-research%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@buffalostate.edu

iqqaras—

ree%@ rai

AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN
HERITAGE TOUR

or t enslaved
Afro-Americans the road to
freedom led through Niagara.

The Tourist Council hopes to
capitalize on this rich and intriguing
facet of Niagara history by developing
black heritage tours that will visit a
variety of sites throughout the Region
and appeal to black tour groups that
are eager to discover their roots.

The movement to assist slaves escape
bondage was known as the
underground railroad, a humble yet
sophisticated network of safe houses
and transportation networks
co-ordinated by emancipation
sympathizers.

According to Arden Phair, Curator of
Collections at the St. Catharines
Historical Museum, as a border
community the Niagara Region has
many connections with the
underground railroad, black history in
general, and is also historically linked
to many notable figures and events in
the United States.

"St. Catharines for instance was the
location of the Confederate
Headquarters overseeing covert
operations in the North during the Civil
War - a historical tidbit that will add
colour and interest to the tour's
narration." Mr. Phair says.

Gary Hardy, RNTC General Manager,
believes these tours will be extremely
popular with black groups of all ages
and all demographic profiles.

"These tours have been very successful
in the Windsor-Chatham area as more
than 100 motorcoaches are expected
to visit Southwestern Ontario this year
generating in excess of four million
dollars of direct tourism revenue."

Mr. Hardy believes that Niagara has the
potential to attract even more groups
because of the popularity of the area
and the services that are available for
group tours.

"Afro-Americans view these tours as an
emotional pilgrimage back to their
roots. The tour will appeal to seniors,
students, mixed adults and just about
everyone else wanting to explore the
black experience in Niagara," Mr.Hardy
says.

For thousands of enslaved
Afro-Americans the road to
freedom led through Niagara.

"There are 33 million blacks in the
United States, a huge market that is
virtually untapped."

A key feature of the tour is a visit to the

British Methodist Episcopal Church in
St.Catharines where Harriet Tubman
(an underground railroad heroine
known as the black Moses) introduced
freedom to dozens of escaped slaves
from the United States.

Other attractions on the tour include a
visit to Bertie Hall in Fort Erie, a noted
safe house, the Negro Burial Ground in
Niagara-on-the-Lake and the BME
Church in Niagara Falls.

The Tourist Council has put together a
task force that will facilitate the
development of the program including
the production of a tour guide training
manual, product enhancement
(historical plaques, audio recreations

etc.) and all marketing logistics
(production of a video, brochure shells
and participation in marketplaces
aimed specifically at blacks).

"We hope that our efforts will make it
viable for accommodation properties
throughout Niagara to package these
tours and offer it to their group
clientele."

"We also hope to assist receptive
operators already packaging these
tours by enhancing and improving
existing tour sites and developing a
pool of guides that everyone will be
abletoaccess. Local receptives will be
able to access. Local receptives will
also benefit from Tourist Council
driven initiatives," Mr. Hardy says.

The black history tour task force will
also be working co-operatively with
tourism groups in South Western
Ontario to explore comimon objectives
including joint marketing ventures and

EW[}Q{
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learning more about this unique tour *
opportunity, call the Tourist Council at
1-800-263-2988 or (416) 984-
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HE FIRST FEMALE police officer
in Canada was Rose Fortune, a

-+ Royal, 'Nova Scotia, in the late
. ,18th century. Mary Ann Shadd,
;0 black, became the woman in North
nerica to become editor of a newspaper,
{e Provincial Freeman, in Chatham, Ont.,
53. And in. 1872, Elijah McCoy, a black
ventor born in Colchester, Ont., made de-
:es to oil engines in trains and factories.
To black slaves escaping north via the Un-
rground Railroad, ada was sometimes
ferred to, in code, as paradise or heaven.
though there was slavery in 18th century .
nada, it bore no comparison to the extent .
it in the United States. s

wernor, John Graves Simcoe, tried to offi-.
uly abolish slavery, but met resistance
ym slave owning members of the legisla-
re. Slavery was finally abolished across the
tire British Empire in 1834.

T'hese are some of the eye—openin revela-::
ns from Lawrence Hill’s Trials And Tri-
nphs: The Story Of African-Canadians
mbrella Press, 64 pages, ages 9-12,
8.95). Liberally illustrated with maps and
otographs, Hill's history is a welcome and
1ely addition to black heritage literature
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black woman from Annapolis -

" world history relevant to’ blacks

[n 1792, Upper Canada’s new Lieutenant. My a]ipeﬁte was whetted for more detail. I

"By Arlene Perly Rae

for young peo&ple'l
useful for student 'resbarch‘,pmé?cts; Ay
“Along with chapters about ‘seltlers and im-

migrants, churches, schools, contributions to
Canadian society and 86 on,"the book in- -
_Cludes two useful and fascinating tables at .-

black hist the ¢ d, of Cant:c}i;
an blac ory and the gecond, of even ki
- i * * Ross, a white physician from Bellevillg, whc

the back, one of important events

hadn’t long to wait..Two new volumes by
Newbery medal winner Virginia Hamilton
landed on my desk and’are just the ticket to
fleshing out the historical ‘rudiments.

The first is Many Thousand Gone: African
Americans From Slavery ‘To Freedom

(Knopf, 151 pages, ages 9-12, $20). It is a
handsome book and just brimming with indi- .
vidual profiles, testimonies, stories of inge-
nious escape and inspirational human beings,
both black and white, ' #i

Each true story is brie

?}o_ld,""a few pages

ustration by Leo and Dlane Dillon from Many Thousand Gone..

- ‘into novels or biographies..<..": - "~
.- There's the sto OP

“llam ‘Kin
. States. ashii]
.. Jackson ran away. and, over the néx

~again, this time for good.”:/ " *

_messages

le
‘ 512.50 b.) is a collection o
" can fo
. supernatural, and of the stru
“many derived from the'o

51 cently released picture boo

¢4 ~theme. Sweet Clara And The Freedom Quilt
- by Deborah HOP

" Ransome, Knopf, 3

-The S
‘ages 4-

ps, but many ‘could effectively be tirriet

Jackson,’ slaﬁ;i;ftd Wit

‘Vice-President.}of ' the;’ Unites
¢ his master was in Wa:h?du

few
ars, set-up a successful -barbexf shop in th(

v N R :-.“'j"- ree state of Ohlo, ¢ 0% s,
It should be’ parﬁcq;_zrly—é'-f

Eventualgﬁrecapruréd,g;iéckson escapet
-again, this time disguised as a female servan

- ‘travelling with his freeborn wife, a Creol

. woman who was able to pass for white. Thvg
i

Bulled off this risky ruse on two fancy
Dboats, 'earning Jackson his freedom onct
AT L1

I'wondered at the courage of Alexande:

wrote frequently about birds.and insects.
Posing as a.muddled professor, he travelled

studying. Secretly he was b ng money,
weapyéns and food to slaves whiﬁ;l afso advis-

‘ing them about routes north. He developed a
_code for city names and a variety of cryptic
at assisted numerous people. in

their escapes to freedom.." " - -~ .
Virginia Hamilton’s second book, The Peo-
uld Fly (Knopf, 177 azﬁes, ages 9-12,
black Ameri-
ales — stories, of animals, of the
e to he free,
liter. bf
American slaves. Hamilton' tells them in a
partially modernized and thus undprstand-
-able dialect but is very careful not tolose‘the
expressions and rhythms ‘of earlier tellers.

" the South frequently, ostensib:fnlecturingand

.. They are wonderful to read aloud.

Younger children will appreciate-fwo pe-
along thé same

on (palntings by James
6 fpageez, ages 4-8, 51_9)’15-8
moving and beautiful story about a young
slave girl who sews a quilt that is alsoa map.
Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railrpad :
l?r Faith Ringold (Crown, 32-pages,
: % 19) is an artistic triumph, combin-
ing rich fanciful illustration, in a large color-
ful format, with a little girl’s desperate jour-
ney to freedom and eventual reunification
with her brother. - . . N
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Upper Canada's
first parliament:
 banned slavery

In 1793 > -

Cemetery: burial
place of prominent
early blacks such as
Earl (Burr) Plato.

BME Church: cenlre
of Niagara Falls’
black community-

iscopal Church, pores over étorie§ of
agara's early black settlers. Mrs. Morrison, an avid amateur historian, helped co-ordinate black history tours

G
Ni-

ke

" . MIKEDIBATTISTA/Roview '
i e

«Underground
:Railroad:
§ route of i
fugitive blacks |
@ from US. | " |¥

Bertie House:
a safe house . §

d near Miller's Creek .
on outskirls of low|

N

“church here,” she notés. More and;
-.more people are coming to use'a
black history library which opened |

Vandalism, and a recent resur-

But, she notes, anti-black senti-

ment has always had a home in On-
tario: the Klu Klux Klan, for ex-
ample, was active in Hamilton in

© used Lo -
idrekked
northern
ndestine
hunters
but also
s route
ore and
':t,, hi;g Wilma Morrison, relaxing on a pew inside the British M
ship and i 4 ‘
asyt sltli]l showcasing the Undergroung Railroad which conveyed fugitive black slaves to freedom.
d to the \
‘ere vul-, far away from the border — and .
;‘si‘crupu-.:,  their American owners — as possi- -
i D__ ;‘5‘,} e, 5 SRS ¥ bty sty o
T lora by SRS
; grandfather, for instance, walked
4" Mrs. from New Orleans, through Niag-.
1es they ara, to Collingwood. -
netimes A [ew settlements did spring up,
.5 .- among them, Fort Erie’s Little Af- |
Simcoe, TICA._ el - e
itenant-* . By - the 'mid-1800s, about 200
er Can-' blacks lived on the town’s outskirts
ry. De-  around Ridgemount Road, earning BME Church and |
m local  * @ living by cutting trees as timber - g'“" fj‘ﬂ’"‘f"“ ‘3
— mak-  for a shipbuilder on Miller's Creek. 2 i fl:h,d
in Brit- Around 1905, Fort Erie became her fife bringing :
rin hu- the first meeting place for the Na- hundreds of American
tional Association for the Advance- slaves to freedom
head of - ment of Colored People. Unable to SRR
;. * [ind a hotel room in Buffalo willing
ery un- to rent to blacks, four_lder W.E.B.
lowed Dubois crossed the river to find
more congenial surroundings.
‘st par- By around 1880, a dwindling sup-
1t Oak ply of wood and increased demand :
ke —ijs ior coal fuel cause many ‘Little Af-
g itine- ricans’ to strike out for other areas
: of Ontario. _
iz Down the river in Niagara Falls,.
“l‘;“;' 2" many of the original black settlers
f’ ¢ €I*  rest in the Drummond Hill ceme-
TITOM  tery, not far from the first site of
st the British Methodist Episcopal
on the  chyreh ;
many  Buyilt as a meeting place in 1836,
TISON - the church moved from Portage
: Road and Murray Hill to Peer and
lildred  Grey Streets in 1856. The lot was
Dolls . donated by Oliver Parnall, an es-
1€ Un-*caped slave who swam across the "
base-. Niagara River to freedom.
| %€ WaS  -The church, designated a his-
"bya toric site in 1986, was the centre of therein 1991 °
a bustling black community during
Wind-  the 1940s and 1950s; now, it nurses : L :
agara acongregation of three. . : gence inracism, worries her.
tran-  Sundays, the crowd swells to
four or five.* if the minister’s fam- ,
| cesto ily comes,” Mrs. Morrison says.
many . *“We're investigating any ways
|jet as  or means possible to keep the the’30s and '40s.

i Little Africa Settlement

with basement
P4 tunnel leading
up from river

“/And recéiitly; Heritage Frontyars

feelers Niagara’s way. .

“I'm glad people are talking
about (racism),” Mrs. Morrison
says. “ People can hold it up to the
light, examine it and decide what
todoaboutit.” = Ao

From Niagara Falls, travellers
will journey to Niagara-on-the-
Lake, where black settlers helped

i g, e ; 1 dome,eve
. white” supremacist group.‘,}‘ . sent * subway-{raii §ystemi=

. oneers., ¥

‘tzens,  including: William Ha

‘Merritt, who helped fow
Friends of Refugee Slaves S
" : Rev. Anthony Burns was :
+.fabled American black wh
' succor in’St. Catharines.

away slave from Virginia,

-captured and jailed in Mas
“setts under the Fugitive

Act."A judge ordered Bur
turned to his owner — thus
v ing an uprising known as tk

" ton Riots.

;' ‘A Baptist minister in :
- bought. Burns, and a woma
-for his'seminary. education.

graduating,i he came to St. |

;rines and ministered at the
List Churchs; ;

i :’%w

grave
is marked by a historic plaqu
* The story of fugitive blac}
their saviors '— many of
- whites:—'strikes chords in ]

/And the Region Niagara T
Council plans to capitalize ¢
.emotionwith an overall blacl
“tage package. "

-\ We're going to train guide
up plaques, and do audio r
ation tapes,” Gary Hardy, c
general manager says.

-'; The program, to be in pla
spring, ishould cost less

$15,000. The ' provincial -to
ministry, while not providir
rect grants, will help by plu
the tours’ in its Ame
branches. ° v
. Meanhile, Niagara Falls *
has already mounted its own
heritage tour: a collaboratic

. tween owner Dave Hyde and

Morrison, who met through hi
-worker — his mother.
Mr. Hyde finds it ironic tha
'spite a bachelor’s degree in hi
and longtime residence in |
-ara, he knew little of the U,
ground Railroad before me
Mrs. Morrison. '
+ But his response isn’t unusu
Few people learn about the
dom. railroad .in schools —
' ven believe it was an a

9

. Mrs. Morrison thinks it’s fir

“lift the veil that has so

shrouded Niagara’s black

" “People need to know there

- noshame (inslavery),” shes:

©"We need to know where

..came from — and that we all
* tributed to building this countr
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Town pioneered anti-slavery law:

200 years ago le glslation was introduced that eventually outlawed slavery

By CAROLYN MULLIN &' The Act was passed July-9, 1793  before taping the anti- slavery law = proposed legislation, while’
_'Niagara Falls Review - _ i., under the first lieutenant- govemor activities. ; third act will portray Simcoe ri
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE . —{; of Upper Canada, John Graves The Friday mormng tapmg will . ing the throne speech and enac

Niagara-on-the-Lake will agam~= Simcoe, as a measure for provid- not be open to the pubhc but the * the legislation before the le
celebrate its rich heritage this# ing for the eventual abolition of festivities will move in the af- lative council. 5
summer with a re-enactment ofEJ slavery. = - ternoon to Simcoe Park forathree-  Saturday’s activities incluc

the first anti-slavery legislati " One year earlier, in 1792, Simcoe  act play. . lecture series on black histor
whe £y o had opened the first legislative as- “We'll . start - with * the local Niagara pul't on by the Ont;srio'

Althoigh the Zpeci & doaiils arely sembly of Upper Canada at Niag- farmer who approaches the exec- torical Society at Navy Hall.

still being worked out, the Nia i ek Yt i ; , -
ara-on-the-Lake Citizens Commi ara-on-the-Lake. utive council with a story, Mer- -, “ The Simcoe Legacy: His Le

tee on Ontario Heritage. Yearg’ “ We are putting together an ed- ritt said, adding the playerswul be"‘- lative Assembly,” will run10 ¢

pIans on a weekend of activities for: uthc:tllxgsntii-:‘éﬁe% 5;%25@%‘? &?}:’S‘: ] in gg?oofdfnogtggfs'tdﬁ Vs ounts to 4 p.m. Registrations will be
July 9, 10 and 11 to mark the leglsq ear or so,” Merritt said. T ' the farmer tells of a‘black glrl '; cepted by Lorraine Lowry, '(
: lann s 200th anniversary.- s However the taping - ‘of cele- Chloe Cooley, - being “bound - and 226-9011, of the 0 HS., untﬂ >
- The legislation was very Signif:i"*prations last September to mark - taken across the Nlagara River to ' 30:
 icant because it was the first of itS” " he bicentennial of the opening of - be sold asa’ slave in the United Black hlstory displays and
. kind for the British Empire,” said - he leg1slature did not go as wel] as States. hibits will also be open for vies
q . Dr. Richard Merritt, co-ordinator:'- pq Because the Bntlsh Empu'e held at the Platoff Community Cent:
| -~ of bicentennial re—enactments f;_:_ g while volunteers are in cos- no laws against slavery, Simcoe Visitors ahd re-enactors will
“*" Britain would not pass an Act to, tume and the appropriate political ~decided to draft some legislation. come together Sunday for an o
- abolish slavery until 1833 and the " guests are on hand, the committee - The second act overs the meet- . air ‘church - servite and gc
~United States would not follow _will go before the cameras againto ing of the legislative: ‘assembly, = choirs in Slmcoe Park Me
i lained. " r&enact the leglslature s operung "‘wh1ch debated the contents ‘of the | said L ‘?

* NIAGARA-ON-THE.LAKE L e eh -Stoka"wsxted“u{e grounds Monday momuig e Vekice solicting help 7oaes doeil dinst
.the town has reversed years.of neglect by with Allen Paterson, director of the Royal Bo- . and volunteers for both materials and labor
..ing care of the Negro Burial Grotind, the Nlag- tanical Gardens in Burlington, to survey ‘the "~ The small lot is only a portion of the orig
;._,,‘afa-?n-t&e-l..ak Conservancy Wfl) to go one layout and future possibilities for the grounds.’; . - graveyard around the -old - Baptist cht

step furtner. : : he Three markers remain, two near the front
Bl fgroup has ’devotedf;hme ?néio??ergy o “YVelop'a: ﬁin\gsﬂéat;l;egtgclaageggge\: “&e;kssigvi? “one at the back, with nearly invisible writin
pians ior enhancement of the plo Missis- . based onl:us findings. . AR ‘Although called the Negro Burial Ground

sauga Street — including'd professional land-' = base lot tontains just as many white people
Q'E We have the town’ s approval and hope tobe Evere memberi of the chur);:h that \ﬁﬁgpsta

a=tpm 5

“'scaping of the’ ds and thi mstal]atlon a
.. federalhistorical plaque....: ~ §: “able to co-operate and co-ordinate with them “by John Oakley in 1830, * “*-

s T G e e “ We've always been interested in helping  for the acquisiti f materials for planting,”
s e ' gl # : tcnnn.  Withone thing or other that we would like to see S(;;kes 5313 8 i ;,e’ghe lflonservancytalso a“’a‘f Wt‘i:'d fll;"i
e Niagara-on-the-Lake Conservancy plan to enhance the landscap-  happen, so we offered our services to the ) eral environment ministry for the plac
ing of the Negro Burial Ground on Mississauga Street with volunteer town,” said Peter Stokes, a Conservancy direc- Once the sketches are in hand, the Conser- a plaque to accompany the provincial one a

help. Review * tor and past-president. i vancy will again approach the town for appro- plot’s front on Mississauga Street.
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By RICHARD DOUGLAS
Niagara Falls Review

FORT ERIE — The rich history
of the town's role in the under-
ground railroad is being commenmn-
orated with three plaques desig-
nating sigmficant areas.

Called Niagara’s Freedom Trail,
the plagues designate areas of im-
portance to slaves wlio, in the
early 1800s, were fleeing oppres-
sion in the United States.

The plaques also help to illus-
trate the impartance of the area in
their pursuit of {reedom.

In promoting black history, the
plaques are part of & larger pro-

gram that has been undertaken by -§

the Region Niagara Tourist Coun-
cil and adwvised by the Niagara's
‘Freedom Trail Steenng Commu-
ruty

The Niagara Parks Commission
was also wvolved in the physical
setting of the plaques.

A ceremony to dedicate the
plagues was held aiong the river
yesterday with several of the peo-
ple involved in their creation pre-
sent.

“Fort Erie is proud . . of the
opportunity to rvecognize two
things,” said Mayor John Teal.

"One is the role that black heri-
tage has played in the province of
Ontario — we are proud to be a
communyty that was a starling
point for that — and we're also
proud to be part of recogizing the
role that Canada and the province
of Ontario took in a difficult tirne in-
hustory and to be able to provide
re!uge for so many black Ameri-
cans.'

A member of the sleering com:
mittee, Wilma Morrison, said the
site of the first plaque, along the
river near Beatrice Street, was es-
pecially appropriate.

“One of the nice aspects of hav-
ing a plaque here is we think in
terms of our people having to come
across the river,” she said.

“We constantly go back to that
old spiritual, One More River To
Cross_n

It is symbolic of the adversity
that had to be overcome for people
to reach Canadian shores, she
said.

“We think of it as a validation of
the fact that we came and we
built,” Morrisen added. “We
helped to build Canada f{rom that
time on.”

And as Canada was the second
country in the world to abolish
slavery, she said the plaques serve

FROM ONT TRAVEL CENTRE NF

TO FORT ERIE
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The plaque in front of the Mildred Mahonsy Silver Jubilee Dollhouse

Gallery is one of three along the Nisgara Parkway dedicated to black
history. The house was part of the Underground Railroad, which
helped to lransport slaves fleeing the United States. A ceremony in
town unveiled the plagues, part of what is planned to be an expanded

dedication of local black history.
G B 6

asa remmder of the reedom Lhis

country offered to all.

The two other plaques are lo-
cated in front of the Mudred Maho-
ney Silver Jubilee Dollhouse Gal-
lery and the Niagara Parks
Marina on the Niagara Parkway.

Beyond the mernorial aspect, the
tral has been developed with an
eye toward attracting tourists. A

RICHARD DOUGLAK T view
simnilar tour has been succf.;ssful in
the Windsor-Chatham area, gener-

ating more than $4 million io direct .

tourism revenue.,

Other features of the tour will in- :

clude the British Methodist Epis-
copal Church in St. Catharines,
where slaves were introduced to
freedom, and a burial ground in
Niagara-on-th&l.ake.

. a5 a shelter for travelers of
the U

Fort Erie
was popular
as arefuge

FORT ERIE — Tbe
plaques which are part of Ni-
agara's Freedomn Trail gerve
as a concise introduction to
the towu’s history as part of
the famed Underground Rail-
mvad, ;

Before US. slavery was
abolished in the early 1860s,
slaves used the so-called Un-
derground Railroad of lude
outs and anonymous helpers
as a means of escaping to
freedom in Canada.

The three plaques st:elch ;
along the Niagara Parkway-
from pear Beatrice Street to .
the Niagara Parks Commis-
sion Manna and highlight the
area’'s historical significance,

The fust plaque, near the
base of Beatrice Street, is ti-
tled The Crossing and tells
how ferry traffic on the river
aided slaves fleemg the
United States.

From 1796 until 1949 the
ferries plied the waters up
river from the Peace Bridge
and played a major part in
the Undergreamd Railroad
during the first half of the
19th century.

“Fort Ere became a popu
lar crossing for many blacks
as it is one of the most south-

Ty points of contact with the
Ugled Stales,” the plaque re-
ads.

The plaque bears a picture
taken in 1895 of a ferry dock-

m%\ plaque has also been put
in front of the old Bertie Hall
now koown as the Mildred
Mahaney Silver Jubilee Dol-
lhouse Gallery.,

The bouse was bwll by
smuggler William Forsyth in
the 18305 and was later used

nderground Railroad.

The plagie at the marina
dmm I.Ju.k Afrm a
black communily that was
establisbed -west of Fort Ene
and east of Stevensville in the
18408,

By 1880, the population of
Little Africa grew to 200 peo-
ple but soon began to decline.
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Parkway tour sheds light on black history in Niagar:

By DEBRA ANN YEO
Standard. Staff

As Wilma ‘Morrison stood on'the banks of"

the Niagara River yesterday, she reflectedon -
the fugitive slaves who crossed that river mto _

Canada almost 200 years ago.

.. But she wasn’t looking back at the suﬁenng :
they had escaped. She was recollecting-the

freedom they gained in ‘coming here and .
Iooking forward o spreading the word about
the contributions of blacks in Niagara history.
Morrison gatbered with pthers onthe -
Niagara Parkway, south of Old Fort Erie, 1o
help unveil a plague gommemmorating-- -

" Niagara’s role 25 a terminus of the

Underground Railroad.
The mopument deslgna tesa fomer Fort
Erie ferry crossing and landing vsed by

hundreds of escaped slaves — passengers who

travelled along the “raxlrcmd" in the early
1800s. - -

The plaque is one of t.bree 3long the
Parkway which mark pecints of intereston a .

‘black kistory tour.being developed by the

Niagara Regiop Tourist-Council. -

.Council chairman Noel Buckley described =

the tour as a-product to be developed in the
ongoing bid to bring tourists to Niagara,
JIp.a news release, pouncil general manager

Gary Hardy noted that similar tours in the
+ - Windsor-Chatham area of Ontario are

expected {o generate more than $4 million in

direct tourism revenne this year, an amount

hebelieves Niagara could top.
But Morrison, whois president ofthe :
Niagara Black Hlstory ‘Association, pointed

- put-the tour-is more than apmductto the

black tommumty
“It’sa vahdatlon of lhe fact wa came and

we built. We helped fo build Canada from that
{ime om,” she said. - -

The other two plaquns identify Bertie Hall,
miormer safehouse where slaves took refuge
from bounty hunters who crossed into

.-Canada, .and Little Africa, a black settlement
that used fo exist na-ar the Miller’s Creek -

Marina., .. -
“We always think of the War of 1812 and "4,

'the natives that were in this area. Now we

bave another part of history that's going to be
duly recoznized,” said George Bailey,
spokesman for the \nagara Parks

. Commission, : :
‘A second unvedling of sorts at Navy Hallin
ngara-on -the-Lake yesterday proved: black :

history will be recogmzed in more ways tha
one thig summer. . ..

Members of the town’s Citizens’ Committee
for Ontario Heritage Years anoounced plans

1o re-2nact the passing of Upper Capada’
Emancipation Act od July 9, 1793.

The law, which was instigated by
Lisutenant-Governor John Graves Simet
banned the importing of slaves into Cans
and penmtted the children of staves bor:

-after July 3, 1793, to be-freed when they

f.m-necl 25. .

Morrison said the Tegislation, the first
kind in the British Empire, was *‘a very,
great event in the times of black people”
which spawned the creation of the

_Undergrou.nd Railroad.

.The reenactment in pericd costume W
take piace in Simcoe Park onJuly 9.

Other planned events includ® a black"
history display at the Platoff Street
comrournity cenlre, blues and j jazz in the
July 10 and a revival church service and
gospel choirs in the parx July 11,
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— Ralelgh Townsbip Centennia] -

By KEN BECKER -
; nedlan KER Muleurn; A Comtmunity of 1,500 for.
Press cri}:jr ;{:veg Brew from what wag
o coast are ed the Settlement, foun
bOlng beckoned to some of the in 13"9, io woat is now N([;rul Bﬁ.;-i
qulmk tory, all In a cor. ton, Ont. The attraction inclydes -
er of southwesterr On io, many &nd houseg
But this i got black history a museum of black history. -
~ this s Canadian bistory," sayy =~ Jotn Freeman Wajls Historic
Glen ddy of Underground Rajl. Site: Includes & cabip bullt in 1348
‘Toad Heritage Towrs, - B by the fugitivé slaye from North
The €2-yearigd Torunto entrepre.  Carolina, Whey, viewing the site at,
o FAy3 be formed the company a Maldstos, Out., guides as
:‘g:g{etgf );;i-:uxk ago after | ""rallroad condyctors take yoy back , 3
T B¢k communities thyt I tme ., ay Jou walk the Llstorte "L : o
ourish the between [akes " mn:
Erie and St Clair, oo e about thy o, "2 T2ton e 'HsIStqu' lesson- A
o Was he terminus of - The Nurth ican Blac i . 16 want b g0 malnstream ! he j
_the . Undergroung Railroad, a torical Mmmﬁsnﬁmg@mkt nese(oUng he bas solicitad liu'sl;{f
j BetWOrk of safe bouses tat frrried I Awberstburg, fust souty of Wind.: [e3 from Canadian schoo] boards ;
- fuBlve slaves during the myig jpu thas 2ear the Detroit River crossing U7 Stremsing the histarical value of |
: g g
| from the U'S South o gy 18 £ o™ e Path frow slayery fof  BUCh field teips for pirica M i
= ganadn, where about 30 gog set- many. Barbara Theobalds, wio 13 helj-
i led . In his first YeRr of operation, lug market the tours for the com:
| & Herltage tours Dodds sought business south of the ﬁf"r- (g " there s widesproad.: '
'}, L5t year, Dodds began N i i o i s e, blacks and
' BE_LRrs 1o : An o Hﬂg He reached oyt to a mwing black ° Asian kidy — and ﬁut :
ey iy % e, - talddle clagy veeking travel destins. (0 make a lewson of jt.» o1
! the same paonfp: t Beocher 11008 tled o & gearch "for thelr " The tours rug May through
i . B shotite eocher rooty. Many were going to Africs October, about 40 people — .
hsmwe tirred the a onlst cause anq the Carib ; # bus-load — at g time. Prices Tange
u‘Wtr Joours befors B Ejsr-ofgﬂ Bonvdds g9t themn to Jook closer to  Fror: $50 per W
v ar. Joslah eusoq, e A ' ed Fitey- '
. ._-leadmga;haracler in the book, og: cotop ‘ "'dlatribuud a bro. :ﬁg}ggﬁw.mt&h winesny '.
‘ ?gm mlm ei:rmgo -u‘:’d rm(:):ded WEIng Aroericans tg “follow For more Information , contact
o A ‘reyden, Ont., the Dorth star — the gulding light of Underground Rallroad herxugo 4
Whmc e gravearenowa (he Underground Railroad.” Ty Toury, 33 Beaty Ave., Torunto, MeK -
histori Orochure is titled: The Road Thy} iy, phone 536-1455 i
' e e
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i Speclal to The Revrew

This newsletter contains a
rief report on the Bertie - ;-
istorical Society’s Feb. 17

Rldge

ane Davies challenged t us:
ith a video quiz on our
istorical heritage.-+ :
She intends-to come back
2xt year and complete our -
SO you hlstory uffs bone’

1ve us detailed information
T the J une 5 soczety bus t‘t‘lp
) Simceoe. /7
The cost per member is $27
r the bus'and lunch: She o
itlined the itinerary: s .
embers were able to sign u
d told to pay at the April or -
Gy society meetings. .

uest speaker was Aorrl :
oake of Ridgeway; who
»oke to the 40 or so members
etsoent on local black .

ry.
She was h1red by the Town
Fort Erie to research local
ack history for the urpose
creating a car and
nerary eaturing sites -
rtant to black h:story
ril opened by telling us -
at there were locatlons in
rt Erie and Bertie - :
'Wnshlp known as “ safe”

ad March 17 meetings, both _

Feb. 17 ,Museum eurator=

us tour.:

housess The Underground
Railway was a system used to

brmg slaves from the* - i -~

.- American south to safe haven
~ in Upper Canada (Ontario). .
Slavery in Upger Canada. :
had been abolished in 1793 by
Lt.-Gov. J ohn Graves
- Simcoe...
- These safehouses were

Quakers, Wesleyan R

- Methodists and Covenanters..
- She Eom;ed out that the' = =%
ers

: Qua :
“and lam' gray clothes — -..

with their bonnets

wo d dress up the fleeing

blacks in Quaker disguises
and safely transport them -
across the Ni 1agara Rrver to
freedom.

- thousands of fleeing slaves
- crossed the Niagara in the *

" Fort Erie area over the years 3

as early as after the War of -
1812 until after the’ Amerlcan
C1v11 War of 1861-65.. .

- One of the Fort Erie -
‘taverns built by Robert -
Ingraham in 1828 at Black
Creek served many urposes .
such as a hotel, coach stop, ..

jail and store: Around 1850 1t 2

‘was des:gxated a safe house. -
Bertie Hall (now the . - -

~Mildred Mahone Doll

House) was ano

significant safe” house

Built circa 1827 by Wﬂham

lrl\\.t\l

Black hlstory hlghlights soci

Forsythe Sr., there was said
. tobe secret passa es and a
tunnel leading to the river’s =~
edge. Forsythe was a known
smuggler of contraband.*

Itis said that an addltlon
.was built to house the

- escaped slaves as they were
it transit to other parts of

- ~-,. Ontario..-

: 1:1 i operated by anti-slavery men. -
- and women, who were mamly

Several locatrons are found
in Greater Fort Erie where

- black freed slaves founded - -
little settlements: One was -

- the Bertie Hill Settlement at

. Fort Erie’s south end. High,
*Stanton, John and Murray- -

were some of the streets - - };‘
found on Whl(.‘,h black people 23

resided. -

Located on Murray Street' |

- Shesaiditis beh eved th at was the British Methodist -

- Street where rnany of the

- blacks attended. :
Little Africa was another

centre located east of

Stevensville and it stretched

from Ridgemount Road to the
shipyards at Miller’s Creek.
In 1840 the population was
about 80 but it rose to 200 by
1880. Many of the resuients
made thelr income by cuttmg

“- mainly the Canadlan

+” for wood an
. diminished the settlement . -

............

lety

wood for the raﬂroads
Southern
e forests - .

broke %and most moved
away. The Colored Cemetcear]y
on Curtis Road was the lo

- burial place but only one
stone marker, for the Russell
famﬂy, has béen identified by
census records as bemg

b lack:® B
: Other areas are of mterast
- too, such as Windmill Pomt

" where Quakers such as

Benjamin Baker and his =

Society of Friends planned

ways to help blacks in many :

states come to Canada. He -

- would cross the frozen lake to
Episcopal Church for blacks_ 2
~ and the Alley school on John "

come to Silas Carter’s mill
with grain to be ground and

- return w1th the gram stﬂl
.- unmilled.

-Asa strong abohhomst he
would be bringing hidden -
escaped slaves to freedom.”

The Charles Hibbard farm -

at the bend on the north side
of Michener Roadin -
Ridgeway once housed Josiah
Henson of Uncle Tom’s Cabin

fame. The author of the

- catal

..........

qni!i\b.

FOFU EﬁIE szr—:w wgero.y Tussonv MA;} 11,'1993 - 11

agen.;da

- novel, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, i1s said to have used

S f . Josiah Henson as her: = -- T
~As.coal sué)ﬁ]anted the need

inspiration for Uncle Tom
. This book was one of the . -
sts for the Amerlcan }, 3
CivilWar. ..
Henson crossed over from

- Buffalo to Fort Erie on Oct,

- 28;1830. He lived in a two-
storey shanty on Hibbard’s -
farm located near Little..-.~
Africa. Henson moved on to '
Dresden Ontario where he i IS ;
* credited with establishing

- freely held farms for escaped
slaves '

- He was a xmmster for the
African Free Methodist
Church. He fought in the
"Rebellion of 1837 where he
was a captain of the 2nd -
Essex Company of Colored
Volunteers.

- Another point of interest
was the Erie Beach Hotel
located at the end of Helena
- Street: On July 5, 1905 the
hotel was the site of the first
meeting of Niagara Colored
Association which was the
predecessor of the Na tronal
Association for the 4
Advancement of Colored ‘
People ( NAACP) ¢
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