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CONCEPT PAPER
BUFFALO QUARTERS HISTORIC INSTITUTE

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD REENACTMENT
PROGRAM

The Underground Railroad is an important element of American
and African American history. To recognize that African and
European Americans worked together prior to the abolitionist
movement to assist persons who were legally enslaved in a so-called
"land of freedom" is a part of our history that needs to be
recited, rehearsed and shouted from the housetop in these times of
increased bigotry and insensitivity.

It is reported that between 1830 and 1850, an estimated 30,000
slaves of African descent made their way from the Deep South of the
United States to Canada. These African slaves came from as far as
Georgia and walked to Western New York and on to Canada. Many of
the slaves passed through the Niagara Frontier (Erie and Niagara
counties) and crossed by boat and/or bridge to freedom on the
shores of Canada. We don't know how they accomplished such a task
in the face of such formidable odds -- but we do know what
motivated them -- a human drive for freedom and we do know that it
was the sense of decency and humanity that encouraged many people
to aid and abet these alleged political felons. These people, the
travelers on the Underground Railroad and those who opened their
homes to the travelers are our inspiration and our legacy.

The Niagara Frontier and especially Buffalo, New York has a
rich heritage as it relates to the Underground Railroad.
Unfortunately, not many Buffalonians know about it and certainly
not many Americans. Under the inspired and committed direction
of Ms. Lillion Batchelor, the Buffalo Quarters Hitorical Institute
was formed to preserve the rich legacy of the Underground Railroad

as it relates to the role of Buffalo, New York -- "The City of Good
Neighbors". Our purposes are to:
I Increase the awareness of Americans and Canadians to the
City of Buffalo's role and importance in the Underground
Railroad;
24 Expand the research and knowledge-base of Underground

Railroad by exposing pertinent facts relative to the
activities of and historic locations of the Underground
Railroad in the Buffalo area;

o Promote positive race relations through sharing a rich
history in drama, music and literature of European and
African Americans working together for a common good in
the face of legalized injustices;
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4, Promote better understanding and goodwill among all
people by implementing. yearly programs and events in
appreciation of cultural diversity.

8, To honor and support persons in Buffalo who are living
and serving the community in a way that is congruent with
the legacy of Americans who were a part of the heritage
of the Underground Railroad.

The initial goal of the Buffalo Quarters Historic Institute -
Underground Railroad Reenactment Program is to coordinate and
implement and a "Reenactment" of the activities of the Underground
Railroad in Buffalo which would include:

= actual mini-dramas in various places throughout the city
and especially in historic spots that depict activities
of persons involved in the Underground Railroad;

- a crossing on a boat from the foot of Ferry to the shores
of Canada -- to commemorate and celebrate those Africans
who successfully crossed to a place of freedom;

= a book fair and signing which show cases African American
authors;

= a awards dinner to honor Buffalonians who serve the
community congruent to the legacy of participants in the
Underground Railroad.



houses were
called station-
masters, guides
were called
conductors, and
fugitive slaves
were called
passengers. In
the years that
followed her
escape to freedom, Harriet Tubman became a
fearless conductor on the Railroad.

Blacks and whites worked together on the
Underground Railroad. Because its members
were breaking the law, the Railroad was loosely
organized and had no single leader. Members of
the Underground Railroad barely knew each
other, but each of them shared a common goal—
to abolish slavery in the United States.

9

Above: From the
outside, houses that
were stations on the
Underground Railroad
looked the same as
any other house.
Below: Railroad
terms, borrowed
from the country’s
newest form of
transportation, were
used to describe the
Underground
Railroad.




The Levi Coffin
house, one of the
best-known
stations on the
Underground
Railroad

Levi Coffin was perhaps the most famous
stationmaster of the Underground Railroad.
A white Quaker, he grew up in North Carolina.
As a boy, he and his father witnessed a group of
slaves forced to march over a road while chained
to each other. The slaves were being taken to a
market to be sold. Levi Coffin’s father asked one
of the slaves why they were chained. The slave Levi Coffin
replied, “They have taken us away from our
wives and children and they chain us [in case]
we should make our escape and go back to [our
families].” Levi Colfin never forgot that awful
sight. When he was only fourteen years old, he
helped a slave escape from his master. As a grown
man, Levi and his wife, Catherine, moved to
southern Indiana, where they opened a country
store. Over the course of many years, their house
was a haven for hundreds of fugitive slaves.




sometimes sleeping for an hour or more. The

escaped slaves under her protection could do

little more than wait for her to wake up and

continue the journey. Despite her disability, she

constantly baffled southern slave owners, who

offered a $40,000 reward for her capture. But

the slaves considered Harriet to be like Moses of

the Bible, who led the Hebrews out of slavery in  Harriet Tubman

Egypt. Today, Harriet Tubman is known as the (far left) with slaves
- she helped to escape

“Moses of her people.” from the South




Harrier Tusman, THE Woman CALLED MosEs 59

When her days of traveling drew to a close Harriet Tubman purchased

this house in Auburn, New York.

St. Catharines was cold in June 1857, and Harriet
realized her parents would not be comfortable there.
So she bought a small house for them in Auburn,
New York, southwest of Syracuse. It was not as safe
as Canada, but it was warmer. The Reverend J. W.
Loguen in Syracuse could look in on them from time
to time when she was gone.

That fall she returned to Maryland. Over the next
several weeks, sixty Dorchester County slaves arrived
at the headquarters of the Vigilance Committee.
Tubman had not led all of them to Philadelphia, but
she had given them directions as to how to get there
on their own. She spent the winter in St. Catharines,
doing odd jobs and trying to earn enough money to
pay the mortgage on her parents’ home in Auburn.




The Railroad That Wasn't

After the second Fugitive Slave Act was passed in 1850, it became common for slave

bunters to snatch blacks who bad escaped to the northern states and drag them back to
slavery south of the Mason-Dixon line. Abolitionists tried to protect the runaways,

but if they were caught they faced severe punishment.
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mendous struggle that Grant sent Iis
famous message. 'l propose to fight it
out on this hee of 1t takes all cummer.,

On the morming of the 12th of Au-

gust, 1864, the 4uth advanced to the
support of a bragade at the “Angle.”
With the 77th New York, they ruched
into the infermo. A ternble strugele en-
sued in the narrow himite, So close were
the combutants that muskets were dis
charged i each others faces and men no
longer able to relead, foupht wath club-
bed muskets. It was here Major Wilham
Elhs of the 49th was mortally wounded.
This 15 the moement of the action, as
Brdwell was urging on his gallant troops
that insprred the sculptor Edmond
Amaters in the designing of the Bidwell
tablet that 1s reproduced in this ssue of
Museurn Nores,

At the engagement at Fort Stevens
under the eyes of the immortal Lincoln,
Bidwell’s cenduct mented commenda-
tion and the commisaon of Brgadier
Genertl was his reward, Then came the
final chapter in his noble hfe-- Cedar
Creek, the engagement immortalized by
Shendan’s famous ride.

The dashmg Confederate cavalry
leader, General Early had crushed and
hurled back the Umun troops, with the
cxception of the Second Division of
which Bidwell's “l]l:.!l[t WS unit.

Standing at bay on the MNMiddletown
Pike, these ]l.ll\l\‘ veterans halted the
rush of the gray hnes. Eager to take ad-
vantage of the opportumty General
Brdwell andered a0 countercharpe and
the Confederates were doven back. The
success, however, was only temporary
for Early’s forces, who eather in the en-
gagement  had  captured  twenty-one
puns, turned the arllery five upon the
Third Brigade and drove them Fack. At
this time, General Bidwell was struck
down by a cannon ball, thus ending a
hie of great value to our community
and the Umon,

The service saber, sush and belt that
were worn by General Daniel Bidwell
at Cedar Creck as well as the epaulets
and sword that were presented to him
by his compades of Company D™ are on
exhibition in the “Hall of the Wars™ n
our Muscum,

[ o)

The Underground Railway

“The Underground Rulway™ was
the pame apphed to an crpgamzed system
instrtuted b. the Abohtionsts, where-
by fugitive shaves were smugpled from
one point to ancther on ther journey
nocth to Canada and frecdom. ;

Butfalo was onc of the mportant ter-
minals of this famous svstem and many
negroes, fleeing from the terrors of the
slave block and the whip, crossed the
Niugira Raiver en the old Black Rock
Ferry to the land of promise.

Soon after Buffalo was incorperated
as a oty the “Underground Stations™
began operatzon i the commumty and

contrnued n active service until the

Emancipation Proclamation  removed
thetr cause for exsstence. One of these

stations was on Ferey near Nignua
Streer and another on the corner of
Utica Street and Linwood Avenue; only
humble homes to the casual observer
but a sanctuary to the weary and hunt-
ed slave.

The efficiency of this highly organ-
ized system can be realized only by con-
aidering the vast number of negroes who
up to the date of the Emancipation
Proclimation crossed from pomts on
Lake Ene, the Detrort and the Niagana
rivers. This 1s estimated as neanly hity
thousand souls.

Nr. Amaters in s st tablet
which now adorns the north wall of the
Buffalo Historical Society Buildimg and
1= reproduced o this month’s 1<cue of




Bujpfals Historical Society

THE UNDERGRQUND Raway
Historical Tablet on North Side of Buffalo Historical Building

Museum Nortes, has recreated an epi-
sode in the life of this famous system.
An escaping negro family is being
guided by an ardent member of
the organization, under the cover of
darkness, from the station to the old
Black Rock Ferry, that will take them to
the land where the black man is not a
slave and his family will not be torn
asunder and sold under the hammer of
the auctioneer. R. W. B.

—EpMonp Amatess, Sculptor

Lectures

The Buffalo Historical Seciety wishes
to announce the following additions to
its lecture course for the season of 1930-
1931.

March 17th—Frank Speaight, “An
Evening of Dickens’ Humor.”

April 8th—Miss Clarine Bonnar,
;Tge:’Lure of Australia and New Zea-

nd.




ERIE COUNTY HAS CONSCIENCE TROUBLE 141

were involved; some like Gideon Barker, an agent of the road, located more remotely than
the Bakers from the point of convergence; others at the point itself in Buffalo. IHere
they contrived special hideouts, sometimes in places deceptively conspicuous like the Mor-
ris Butler house at the corner of Utica and Linwood; sometimes it may be in premises
sather more suspect like the Negro Baptist Church in Michigan Street; or again near the
ferry, on Niagara. At the American Hlotel a Negro employee named Murray often helped
the fugitives; on the vessels in port, another named Brown. A venturesome German, Carl
Zimmer, gave indispensable aid through his ingenuity in the art of make-up and disguise.
In the business a Yankee schoolmaster, John Spencer Fosdick by name, was also impli-
cated. Still others were Douglas Williams, George W. Johnson and the tough-minded
attorney, Thomas C. Love. These me, like Gideon Barker of Wales, had already made
something of a reputation as figures in the local Abolitionist movement.

None of them was rich, except perhaps Love; and even he, no doubt, could have said
with Dr. Pettit that had he been prosecuted for his illegal activities, he would have been
bankrupt many times over.)8* But bankruptcy, prison itself or worsc have always been
things set at naught by those possessed of either religious zeal or patriotic fervor. The
Abolitionists were possessed of both. This their enemies found it hard to believe. They
saw them only as religious fanatics, not as patriots at all; nor could they be blamed. By
word and by deed the Abolitionists were bearing witness every day that they little prized a
Union linked together with manacles. The inference was reasonable that to break the
manacles they would break the Union. DBut the Union was the country. How could
lovers of their country even contemplate its dissolution? Yet that was what the Abolition-
ists were risking every time they aggravated Southern grievance by compassing the escape
of slaves. How flagrantly they defied the stipulation of the bond may be seen in the fact
that their underground railroad carried altogether some thirty to forty thousand slaves to
freedom in Canada.!®?

These objections notwithstanding, the sect did have a love of country, albeit one that
was subtle and visionary. In the formal cult of the nation they yielded to no other citi-
zens. The symbols and trophies of the republic they revered. Its birthday and the birth-
day of the City Anti-Slavery Socicty they celebrated together.’8®  They proposed toasts to
the veterans of the Revolutionary War, dead and surviving. They had the Declaration of
Independence solemnly declaimed. What distinguished them from other citizens partici-
pating in such rites was that they took them with religious gravity. To them the Declara-
tion was no mere spread-eagle hetoric: it was the nation’s historic profession of faith,
and as such they set its value above the value of the Constitution. Of that document the
formal instrument of the Buffalo Anti-Slavery Society made no mention; it did affirm,
however, that the national existence was based upon the principles of equality and freedom
laid down in the Declaration.’s” Slavery, said William Mills in what was platitude in
everything but practice, is opposed to those principles.'®* He was speaking to citizens
assembled in January, 1838, in the Methodist Church at Newstead to protest the murder
of Elijah Lovejoy; and though his sentiments were his own, they probably reflected those
of his audience. They certainly reflected those of the Erie County Anti-Slavery Society at
whose annual meeting he presided a few weeks later at Eden Corners. The Society there
formally resolved that toleration of slavery by a repuhlican government is a contradiction
impairing the moral force of its principles and exposing it to the charge of hypocrisy.'s?
To hasten the day when such a charge against their government would be no longer valid
was the aim of the Abolitionists. They strove to make the country’s practice conform to
its profession in order that their patriotism be no longer embarrassed and that their pride
as patriots might at last be consistent with their piety as Christians.



The Michigan Street Baptist Church

In 1832, when the City of Buffalo was incorporated,
the Buffalo City Directory listed the names of sixty-
eight colored heads of household. The pre-Civil War
African American population of Buffalo was centered
in the fourth ward--east of Main Street, north of South
Division Street, and south of North Street. Michigan
Street ran through the center of the residential area
where African Americans lived. Although most of the
City’s African American population lived in the fourth
ward, that area was not an all-black area. In fact, the
vast majority of the residents of the fourth ward were
white.

In the second quarter of the nineteenth century
Buffalo’s free Black residents began to form a closely
knit society concentrated in the Michigan-William Street
area on the eastern fringe of the downtown commercial
district. Hardly a recognized ethnic element at this time,
the Negro population of the entire city numbered around
350 when the Michigan Street Baptist Church was built
in 1845. Some Blacks who were domestic servants lived
scattered throughout the city, but the majority listed in
the 1840 census lived within two wards east of the
central business district. A sociological study made by
Niles Carpenter in 1927 shows that Buffalo’s relatively
small and cohesive Negro population continued to live
and expand in the same area of the city at the end of the
first quarter of the twentieth century.*

Early records of the region indicate that African
Americans were present in the Buffalo area by the
1790s. Buffalo’s location was a factor in attracting
African Americans. Located in the far western, and at
that time a fairly remote, part of the state, Buffalo was
also just across the border from Canada. Those factors
made the region very attractive to fugitive slaves as
well as free people of color who wanted a quick escape
route from bounty hunters.

African Americans helped to rebuild the city after it
was destroyed by the British in the War of 1812,
Blacks were present when the village was incorporated
in 1822, When Buffalo was incorporated as a city in
1832, the city had two African American religious con-
gregations. One of those congregations was a Baptist
congregation. In 1845 that congregation moved into a
newly constructed building at 511 Michigan Street.
(Today that structure, pictured on the reverse side of
this sheet, is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. It is the oldest structure in western New York
that has been continuously occupied by African
Americans).

Over the years the Michigan Street Baptist Church
has been a central part of the history and culture of
Buffalo’s African American community. In the pre-
Civil War period the church was a meeting place for a
wide range of community social and cultural activities,
and abolitionist and reform meetings. Although provid-
ing assistance to fugitive slaves was a violation of

federal law, it was widely held that the Michigan
Street Baptist Church was a station on the
"underground railroad." By the late 19th century, such
stories had attained legendary status.

In the late 19th and early 20th century, the
Michigan Street Baptist Church continued to loom
large in the history of Buffalo’s African American com-
munity. The National Registry nomination form high-
lights two developments from that period:

At the turn of the century two compelling com-
munity figures became associated with the Michigan
Street Baptist Church and contributed greatly to the

oliticization of Buffalo’s Blacks. The first was the Rev.

r. J. Edward Nash (1868-1957) who became pastor of
the church in the 1890s and remained there for 61 years
during which time he was instrumental in founding the
Buffalo Urban League and the local branch of the
N.A.A.C.P. In 1953 Potter Street behind the church was
renamed Nash Street in his honor, and the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews presented him its annual
Brotherhood Award in the field of human relations....

The second prominent figure associated with the
Michi Street gaptist Church was Mary B. Talbert, a
neighbor and an active parishioner. [Mrs. Talbert
earned a national reputation as a reform activist]. Her
house was at 521 Michigan Avenue, two doors from the
church (now demolished).*

In 1905 W.E.B. DuBois and other prominent
African American leaders met at Mrs. Talbert’s home
(521 Michigan Avenue) and adopted the resolutions
that led to the founding of the Niagara Movement.

By the third decade of the 20th century the "Great
Migration" and related factors had begun to transform
historically small northern African American com-
munities like that of Buffalo. By 1930 the African
American population of Buffalo had grown to more
than 18,000. As the northern black communities in-
creased in size, the number of churches and other
agencies serving those communities also increased. In
time, other churches and community agencies began to
assume some of the functions that the Michigan Street
Baptist Church had performed for more than a cen-
tury. Although the Michigan Street Church has given
up center stage in community life, its significance in
the 19th and early 20th century history of Buffalo’s
African American community should be celebrated
and memorialized by all future generations. The
Michigan Street Baptist Church was placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places in 1974. The
Michigan Street Preservation Corporation is working
to restore and preserve the site as a community
landmark.

*Both quotes are from the National Register of Historic Places
nomination form.
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: (photo from Buffalo Erie County Historical Society) - (photo by George

Michigan Street Preservation Corporation
611 Michigan Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14204
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| appeared so mysteriously, being trans-

STORY OF THE
" “UNDERGROUND”

Not the New York Subway, ner
yet the Chicago Tunnel, but

a Buffalo Railroad.

iy 2t P 4~

MR. FOSDICK'S LECTURE

Principal of Masten Park High School
recalls Mernories of the old
Slavery Days.

Professor Frank 8. Fosdick, principal
of Masten Park High School, enter-
tained a large audlence at the Histori-
cal building yesterday afternoon with a
deeply interesting talk on The Under-
ground Railroad. It wasn't the pas-
senger subway in New York nor the
freight tunnel in Chicago that hg dis-
cussed, but the system that was op-
erated In slavery days, asslsting slaves
to escape from their owners Into
Canada.

The basic influence that caused the|
underground railroad, the speaker sald,
were the fugitive-slave law of 1793 and
the compromise fugitive-slave law of
1850, one result  of the anti-slavery
sentiment. Mr. Fosdlek described the
workings of the system wherehy the
runaway black men and women dis-

ported by night in all sorts of vehicles
and in wvarious gulses and by round-
about routes from place to place of
shelter. These places were known as
stations, and th2 men who escorted the
fugitives were conductors. The owners
of the refuges were stalion agents and
men who suppled money to the run-
aways to help them along were sLor:E_c-
holders. There were higher oflicials in
this railroad system, who corresponded
to superintendents and division super-
intendents. These men gave the orders
which the conductors and station
agents carried out.
Mysterious Goings-on.

Professor Fosdick was proud to say
that his father was one of the conduct-
ors. He recalled that when he was a
very small boy, living with his parents
at Virginia and Ellicott streeis, there
Wwere many mysterious goings-on in the
house at night about which his father,
counseled him to ask no guestions. If
he heard mysterlous tapping - on his
father's bedroom window at.night, he
must not pay any attention to it. .And
if his father got up and dressed, tip-
toed out and did not come 'bhack for
geveral hours, that, too, must not be
inquired into. '

- N

Many such instances occurred, but|’
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the speaker gave only two of them in

The other

cret spring, When the outer door opened

detail. One was that of a nan .slave
who escaped froth a Tennessee planter
and who was more than half dead from
starvation and the strain of anxiety he
had been under for weeks while being
spirited northward. Mr. Tosdick's
father, alded by another conducter
named Joseph Adler, whose “run"
from the village of Boston to Buffalo,
smuggled the fugitive across the river
from a point near the foot of Austir
street after some exclting ndventures,
iInstance was that of a
woman slave from Maryland, who had
been pursued even more closely than
the other unfortunate. Her escorts had
but barely got started In their skiff
across the Nilagara when another boat
put out from shore to head them off.
The fugitive's conductors reached the
dividing line first, then rested on their
oars and waltbd for the othier boat to
come up. lIer owner was in the other
boat. He demanded his property. Her
protectors defled him to clalm her in
Canadlan waters and cmphasized thelr
defi with an old-fashloned double-
harreled plstol, putting the men in the
pursulng boat to rout.

Station at Utica and Linwood.

Professor Fosdick added additional
local spice to his lecture by explaining
4 somewhat mysterfous discovery that
was made when, a few ycars ago, the
house that stands at the northwesl cor-
ner of Utlea atreet and Lhvwoeod avenue
was changed to a different position on
the lot. Under the vestibule was a
small, square Inclosure, adjoining, but
not communicating with, the cellar.

The contractor who moved the house i

thought this inclosure must have been
a sort of cistern, hut an old Buffa-
lonian, who attended the lecture, is

authority for the explanation given by |,

the speaker to his audience, which is Lo
this effect:

This houre was at one {lme owned
by Morris Butler, a station agent of the
Underground Raflroad. Black fugitives
being conducted toward the river, {f the
slave-owners' spies or the law's agents
got tao close on the trail, were hastily
conducted into Butler's house by way
of the front door. Once the door closed
behind them any number of officers
could follow instantly, but would fall
to find the fugitive. In the right wall

was |

of the vestibule was a panel, which in
reality was a door controlied by a se-

it swung against the panel, completely
hiding it. But as soon as the outer door
was closed, the secret spring was
touched, the panel door, which was hut
twenty Inches wide, opened and the
negro was let down into the stone-
walled vault under the vestibule, which
could not be seen from the interior of
the cellar proper or from the outside
of the house,

The old inhabitant, who did not wish

to glve his nume, =ald Morris Butler
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"WITHOUT SABLE ARMS WHERE WOULD WE BE"
P. Charles Wilson

A young boys eye lids were closed, covered by a sheet of ice. His
lips blackened from the sub degree weather. Ice sickles hung from
his chin. His frozen body stood erect, lifeless, but still a
soldier. General George Washington approached young Jocko Graves,
after crossing the Delaware river. He saw the lantern light, that
had guided his way, still hanging from the sable arms of young
Graves. Without sable arms where would we be.

They laughed, belittled, and ridiculed the American forces. They
spoke openly and loudly of the number of British ships, soldiers,
military plans. Every word, every sentence was heard by one who
Ralph Ellison would call an "Invisible Man", American forces spy
James Armistead. Mr Armistead provided this intelligence to
General Marques de Lafayette, who in turn, was able to make the
Battle of York Town a victorious one for the American forces.
Without sable arms where would we be.

Bombs burst in air, rockets did flare, as the flag ship Lawrence
was disabled. Cyrus Tiffany left the Lawrence with Commandant
Oliver Hazard Perry, to board the Niagara, and fight on. Anthony
Williams, felt the whiz of canons past him as he fought aboard the
American schooner Somers. With the sable arms of Tiffany,
Williams, and many other sable sailors, Commandant Perry's defeat
of the British Naval forces on the Lake Erie was complete. Without
sable arms where would we be.

Her sable arms were strong, her will determined, her courage

limitless. But now she prepared a breakfast for a colonel who
would go to die in battle with the Black men of the 54th
Massachusetts. And after the storming of Fort Wagner, the same

woman was a member of the burial party who laid Colonel Robert Shaw
to rest, Harriet Tubman. Without sable arms where would we be.

He fought for his country, he fought hard for his people, this
musician did. He was removed from the battle field, from his 317th
Engineers, when a wound dictated that his next station would be a
military hospital. Recovered, Jesse Clipper, returned to the
battle field. He was gassed and once again taken to a military
hospital where he succumbed, becoming the first Black Buffalonian
to die in the first world war. Without sable arms where would we
be.

VETERANS! BUFFALO QUARTERS HISTORICAL SOCIETY want to honor you,
heap recognition on you, enough is never enough. You are what
made, and continue to preserve this great country. Our celebration
of freedom, at the Veterans Hospital, August 26, invitation only,
is first and foremost to pay tribute to all veterans and second to
remind everyone that....without sable arms where would we be.



We have a list of folks we know - all
written in a book

And every year at Christmas time we
go and take a look

And that is when we realize that these
names are a part

Not of the book they’re written in
but of our very heart.

For each name stands for someone who
has crossed our path sometime

And in that meeting they’ve become the
"Rhythm of the Rhyme"

And while it sounds fantastic for us
to make this claim

We really feel we are composed of
EACH REMEMBERED NAME.

And while you may not be aware of
any special link

Just meeting you shaped my life more
than you can think

For once you’ve met somebody, the
years cannot erase

The memory of a pleasant word or of
a friendly face.

So never think my Christmas cards
are just a mere routine

Of names upon a Christmas list
forgotten in between

For when I send a Christmas card
that is addressed to you

It’s because you’re on that list of
folks I am indebted to.

For I am but a total of the many
folks I’'ve met

And you happen to be one of those I
prefer NOT to forget

And whether I have known you for
many years or few

In some way you have had a part in
shaping things I do.

And every year when Christmas comes
I realize anew

The BIGGEST GIFT life can give is
MEETING FOLKS LIKE YOU

And may the Spirit of Christmas that
forever and ever endures

Leave its richest blessings in the
hearts of YOU and YOURS. _
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This is one of four buildings which has a history
dating from the time when fugitive slaves
were arriving almost weekly between 1830
and 1850. This is an example of a log and
brick construction with its original clapboard
siding.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - 1843
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Built in 1843, it is one of the oldest Baptist
churches in Ontario. Many of the congrega-
tion are descendants of escaped slaves. It is
a combination style of meeting house type,
Neo-classic style, and traditional Engiish
parish style.

NAZREY A.M.E. CHURCH - 1848
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The church was built in 1848 by some of the
escaped slaves who chose Amherstburg as
their place for settlement. It is one of the
oldest black churches still standing in all of

Mt]UNT BEULAH CHURCH OF GQOD IN
CHRIST - 1875 :

246 King
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This building was used as a grammar school
for children of fugitive slaves. Built in 1875
of local stone, it replaced a smaller log school.
The palicy of segregation was ended in 1912
when the Amherstburg Public School was



Canadian Black History Time Lines

1604
1606

Matticu da Costa is the first known Black
to come to Canada. He travels with the
Champlain expedition to Port Royal as,
most likely, a freeman.

1853

Mary Ann Shadd is the first Black woman
editor of a Canadian newspaper.

1628

Olivier Le Jeune is Canada’s first officially
rccognized Black slave.

1859

Abraham Shadd is the first Black Canadian
eleeted to public office.

1734

Maric-Joscph Angelique, a slave girl in
New France publicly tortured and hanged
for allegedly sctting fire to her master’s
house, brings atteniion to the homific
conditions of slavery in Canada.

1860

The all-Black Victoria Rifle Corps is
formed to defend British Columbia even
though there is opposition to Black
arolmen i the Amy.

1770s

Rose Fortune was Canada’s first female law
cnforcement officer.

1862

Large numbers of Black Canadians join the
Union side in the Civil War. Anderson
Ruflin, a Canadian trained doctor, is a
surgeon for the Union Army.

1783

Over 5,000 fice and coslaved Black United
Empire Loyalists leave the U.S. for Canada
after being promised freedom and land.

1990s

Blacks help farm Manitoba, Alberta and
Saskatchewan. Canadian government
expresscs concem about the large number
ol Blacks coming to Canada.

1792

Failed promiscs of land cause Maritime
Black Loyalists to leave Canada and
migrale to Sicrra Leone, West Alfrica.

1914
1918

Black Canadian soldicrs fight on the
batilciiclds of World War 1 and face racism
within their combat units. The all-Black
Nova Scotia No.2 Construction Battalion

is cstablished.

1793

Upper Canada passcs anti-slavery
legislation forbidding the importation of
slaves, but slavery is not abolished.

1935
1945

Blacks fight in World War 11 and despite
resistance, eventually join cach arm of the
Canadian armed services.

1796

600 Blacks travel from Jamaica to Halifax
but the majority then migrate 1o Sicrra
Leone because of e inbuman hiving
conditions, including the rocky land they
could not farm in Nova Scotia.

1963

Leonard Braithwaits is the first Black to
serve in a Provigeiol Lepislatore. in
Ontario.

1800
1860

Tens of thousands of Black Americans
escape slavery in the U.S. via the
Underground Railroad and come to
Canada.

1964

Leonard Braithwaite introduces a bill to
rescind legislation permitting segregated
schools in Ontario. Legislation was passcd
unanimously.

1830

Josiah Henson, the most renowned slave to
escape to Canada, establishes the Dawn
Scitlement, a sclf-supporting Black
communily in Ontario.

1975

Professor Wilson Head prepares one of the
first sociological studies of the Black
community for the Ontario Human Rights
Commisson.

1833

The British Imperial Act abolishes slavery
in Canada. The Act becomes cticctive the
next year.

1979

Linculn Alexander is the first Black
Cabinct Minister, later serving as the
Licutenant-Governor of Ontario.

1837

Canadian government recruits Black
militia units to help defend Upper Canada
during the Mackenzie Rebellion of 1837,

1983

‘The education ministry issucs its first
Black studies curriculum. The curriculum
is not mandatory.

1849

Iarrict Tubman, an escaped slave, makes
20 trips o the U.5, from her base in 5t.
Catharings, Ontario, Lo help slaves escape.

1984

The first African Canadian history film is
produced. It is cailed, * A Proud Pasi, A
Promising Future.”

1850

Scpregation in schools is legalized in ‘The
Common Schools Act, bul [lamilton
parents riot 1o have their children attend
white schools.

1992

Julius Alexander Isaac, is the first Black
man appointed chiel Justice, Federal
Court of Canada.

1994

The Grst fonmal celebration of Black
History Month in Ontario. Initiated by
the Ontario Black History Socicty.
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~over the border, Some followed the -
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~ tar and feathers treatment. . by
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*_ den under straw or biankets in wagons
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i.at the farm’of Benjamin Baker, a

“ Quaker leader in Orchard Park. The
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